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CHAPTER  I. 

Btionapart$*9  arrival  at  Paris.^The  two  Chambers  aamnble, 
and  adopt  resolviiona,  indicating  a  vnsh  for  Napoleon's 
Ahdkatien.— Buonaparte  holds  a  General  CouneU.'^FouM 
presents  to  the  Representatives  Napoleon's  Abdieation, 
vihich  stipulates  that  his  Son  shall  succeed  him.-^Cktmats 
exaggerated  report  to  the  Peers y  of  the  means  of  defence-^ 
contradicted  by  Net/. — Stormy  debate  in  the  Peers  on  the 
Abdication  AcU^^Both  Chambers  evade  formally  recognising 
Napoleon  II. — Provisional  Government  appointed.'^Nom 
poleon  required  to  retire  to  Malmaison. — His  offer  qf  Ids 
services  in  the  defence  of  Paris  refected.^^He  is  placed  utim 
der  the  surveillance  of  General  Beker.-^Means  provided  at 
JRjochtfort  for  his  departure  to  the  United  States.-^He  ar^ 
rives  at  Bochrfort  on  M  July. — The  Provisional  Govern^ 
ment  attempt  in  vain  to  treat  with  the  Allies,  or  to  exeUe 
the  French  to  resistancc-^The  Mies  advance  to  Paris,  and, 
€n  armistice  being  concluded,  enter  it  on  7ih  July.-^Cham-' 
ber  of  Peers  disperse,  and  the  Members  of  the  other  Cham* 
ber  are  excluded  from  the  place  ofmeeting.'-^Louis  XVIII. 
re-enters  Paris  on  Sth  Jvlyj—Befketions  upon  this  second 
Bestaration  of  the  Bourbons* 

Immense  as  the  direct  and  immediate  consequences 
of  the  battle  of  Waterloo  certainly  were,  being  the 
total  loss  of  the  campaign,  and  the  entire  destruction 
of  Napoleon^'s  fipe  army,  the  more  remote  contin- 
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gencies  to  which  it  gave  rise  were  so  much  more 
important,  that  it  may  be  doubted  whether  there 
was  ever  in  the  civilized  world  a  great  battle  follow- 
ed by  so  many  and  such  extraordinary  results. 

That  part  of  the  French  army  which  escaped 
fix>m  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  fled  in  the  most  terri- 
ble disorder  towards  the  frontiers  of  France.  Na- 
poleon himself  continued  his  flight  from  Charleroi, 
in  the  neighbourhood  oi  which  was  his  first  place  of 
halting,  and  hurried  on  to  Fhilippeville.  From  this 
point,  he  designed,  it  was  said,  to  have  marched  to 
plaee  himself  at  the  head  of  Grouchy's  army.  But 
no  troops  of  any  kind  having  been  rallied,  and  Char- 
leroi  having  been  almost  instfmtly  occupied  by  the 
Prussian  pursuers,  a  report  became  current  that  the 
division  was  destroyed,  and  Grouchy  himself  made 
prisoner.  Napoleon,  therefore,  pursued  his  own  re- 
treat, leaving  orders,  which  were  not  attended  to, 
that  the  relics  of  the  army  should  be  rallied  at  Aves- 
nes.  Soult  could  only  succeed  in  gathering  together 
a  few  thousands,  as  far  within  the  French  territory 
as  Laon.  Meanwhile  Buonaparte,  travelling  post, 
had  reached  Paris,  and  brought  thither  the  news  of 
his  own  defeat. 

On  the  19th  of  June  the  public  ear  of  the  capital 
had  been  stunned  by  the  report  of  a  hundred  pieces 
of  cannon,  which  announced  the  victory  at  Ligny, 
and  the  public  prints  had  contained  the  most  gascon- 
ading accounts  of  that  action ;  of  the  forcing  the  pas. 
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tf^  of  the  Sambre,  the  ^etioti  at  CbarliNroi^  and  the 
buttle  of  Qufttre  Braa.  The  Imperialists  were  in  the 
highest  state  of  exultation^  the  Republicans  douhtfol, 
fuad  the. Royalists  dejected.  On  the  morning  of  the 
Slst,  the  third  day  after  the  fatal  action,  it  was  at 
first  whimpered)  and  then  open}y  said,  that  Napoleon 
had  returned  alone  ttom  the  army  on  the  {Hreeeding 
night,  and  was  now  in  the  pakoe  of  Boilrbon-£ly- 
s6e.  The  fatal  truth  was  not  long  in  transplrnig— 
he  had  loi^t  a  dreadful  and  decisive  pitched  battle,  and 
the  French  army,  which  had  left  the  cafAtal  so  confi- 
dent, so  full  of  hope,  pride,  and  determination,  was 
totally  destroyed. 

Many  reasons  have  been  given  for  Napoleon^ 
not  Jranaining  with  his  aarmy  on  this  oocadion,  and 
endeavouring  at  least  to  bring  it  into  a  state  of  re- 
organisation ;  but  the  secret  seems  to  be  explained 
by  his  apprehension  of  the  faction  of  Republicans 
and  Constitutionalists  in  Paris.  He  must  have  r^ 
membered  that  Fouchft,  and  othen  of  that  party, 
had  advised  him  to  end  the  distresses  of  France  by 
his  abdication  of  the  crown^  even  before  he  placed 
himself  at  the  head  of  his  army.  He  was  aware, 
that  what  they  had  ventured  to  suggest  in  his  mo- 
ment of  strength,  they  would  not  hesitate  to  demand 
and  extort  from  him  in  the  hour  of  his  weakness, 
^uid  that  the  Chamber  of  Representatives  would 
endeavour  to  obtain  peace  for  themselves  by  sacri- 
ficing him.    ^^  He  is  known,^^  says  an  authoc  alrea- 
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dy  quoted,  friendly  U>  his  fiune,  '*  to  have  mid,  after 
the  disasters  of  the  Bussian  campaign,  that  he  would 
oonfound  the  Parisians  by  his  presence,  and  fidl 
among  them  like  a  thunderbolt.  But  there  axe  diings 
Vhich  succeed  only  because  they  have  never  been 
done  before,  and  for  that  reason  ought  never  to  be 
attempted  again.  His  fifth  flight  from  his  army 
occasicmed  the  entire  abandonment  of  himself  and  his 
cause  by  all  who  might  have  for^ven  him  his  mis- 
fortune, but  required  that  he  should  be  the  first  to 
arise  from  the  blow.^* 

It  was  a  curious  indication  of  public  spirit  in  Pa^ 
ris,  that,  upon  the  news  of  this  appalling  misfortune, 
the  national  funds  rose,  immediately  after  the  first 
shock  of  the  tidings  was  past ;  so  soon,  that  is,  as 
men  had  time  to  consider  the  probable  consequence 
of  the  success  of  the  allies.  It'seemed  as  if  public 
credit  revived  upon  any  intelligence,  however  disas- 
tJious  otherwise,  which  promised  to  abridge  the  reign 
of  Buonaparte. 

The  anticipations  of  Napoleon  did  not  deceive 
him.  It  was  plain,  that,  whatever  deference  the  Ja^ 
cobins  had  for  him  in  his  hour  of  strength,  they  had 
no  compassion  for  his  period  of  weakness.  They 
felt  the  opportunity  favourable  to  get  rid  of  him, 
and  did  not  disguise  their  purpose  to  do  so. 

The  two  Chambers  hastily  assembled.    La  Fay- 

•  Letters  from  Paris,  written  during  the  Lwt  Reign  of  Napoleon. 
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ete  addranod  that  of  the  RepMMiitatif«f  in  the 
diatacter  of  an  old  frigid  of  liberty,  spoka  of  tha  . 
sinister  reports  that  were  spread  abroad,  and  mvited 
Ae  members  to  rally  under  the  three-cdbured  ban- 
ner of  liberty,  equality,  and  public  order,  by  adopt* 
mg  five  reaoltttione.  The  first  dedaied  that  the  hu 
,  dq)endenoe  of  the  naticm  was  metaaced.  The  seoond 
declared  the  sittings  of  the  Chambers  permanent, 
and  denounced  the  pains  of  treason  against  whom, 
soever  should  attempt  to  dissolve  them*  The  third 
announced  that  the  troops  had  deserved  well  of  tbtir 
country.  The  fourth  called  out  the  National  GuardL 
The  fifth  invited  the  ministers  to  repair  to  the  As* 
sembly. 

These  propositions  intimated  the  apprdiensioasof 
the  Chamber  of  Representatives,  that- they  might  be 
a  seoond  time  dissolved  by  an  armed  force,  and,  at  ^ 
the  isame  time,  announced  their  purpose  to  place 
Uiemselves  at  the  head  of  afiairs,  without  further 
respect  to  the  Emperor.  They  were  adopted,  all 
but  the  fourth  concerning  the  National  Guard,  which 
was  considered  as  premature.  Regnault  de  St  Jean 
d^Angely  attempted  to  read  a  bulletin,  giving  an 
imperfect  and  inconsistent  account  of  what  had  pass- 
ed on  the  frontiers ;  but  the  Representatives  became 
clamorous,  and  demanded  the  attendance  of  the  mi- 
nistero.  At  length,  after  a  delay  of  three  or  fdur 
hours,  Camot,  Caulaincourt,  Davoust,  and  Foucbi,  . 
entered  the  hall  with  Lucien  Buonaparte. 
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TIk  Ckmnber  farmed  itadf  into  a  socaret  oammiu 
ti»,  before  wUeh  the  nunuten  laid  the  full  cKteilt 
of  the  dbaslier,  and  aimouiiced  that  the  Enqperor 
had  Mined  Gaulainoourt,  Fouch6»  and  Camot,  as 
CBrnkaisBioneiato  treat  of  peace  widi  the  allies.  The 
Minitters  vera  Uundy  reminded  by  the  BepuhUean 
inembersi  and  partiottbarly  by  Henry  Laooste,  that 
they  had  no  baas  for  any  n^jotiataoos  which  oould  be 
proposed  in  the  Emperor^s  name^  once  the  allied 
powers  had  dechned  war  against  Nqioleon^  who  was 
now  in  plab  terms  pronounced,  by  more  than  one 
ihembdr,  theaoleobitade  betwixt  thenationand  peace, 
U^retBalappbiiise followed  finm all partsof  the  hall, 
and  left  Luden  no  longer  in  doubt  that  the  Bepra* 
lentatives  intaided  to  sqfMtfate  Uieir  cause  frmn  thi^ 
ci  his  brother.  He  omitted  no  art  of  conciliation 
og  ekiueaty,  aild, — hose  eloquoit  probd>ly  in  piose 
than  in  poetry  ^—a[qpeAled  to  theb  love  of  glory,  theiif 
gwterosity,  their  fidelity,  and  the  oaths  which  they 
had  ISO  lately  sworii.  *^  We  have  been  jaithful,''  re>« 
plied  FHyette ;  <«  we  have  followed  your  brother  Id 
the  sands  of  Egypt-«-to  the  aiows  of  Busaa.  Tha 
b(wes  of  Frencfamai,  scattered  in  evoy  r^ion,  attesi 
our  fidelity.'"  All  seemed  to  unite  in  (me  sentiment, 
that  the  abdication  of  Buonapiarte  was  a  measuie 
absolutely  necessary.  Davoust,  the  minister  at  war, 
arose,  and  disclaimed,  with  protestations,  any  inten* 
lion  of  actii^  against  the  freedoim  or  independence 
of  the  Chamber.  This  was,  in  fact,  to  espouse  their 
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cftuse.  A  coBunitlee  of  five  inenfl)#ra  wts  appoiiil- 
ed  to  condert  measui^  with  MuuAtis.  Even  the 
fattter  oSkiak  persons^  though  named  by  tlie  Empe- 
rar^  were  not  mippoeed  to  be  warody  attached  to 
him.  Carnot  and  Foucb6  were  the  naiufal  loadera 
of  the  popular  purt j,  and  Gaidaincourt  was  mpfo- 
sM  to  be  on  indi^rent  terms  with  N&poleon^  whose 
miaisters,  therefore^  seemed  to  addpC  the  interest  cf 
the  Chamber  in  preference  to  his.  Lucten  saw  that 
his  brother's  authority  was  ended,  unless  it  could  be 
maintaincki  by  Tiolence.  The  Chamber  of  Peas 
might  have  been  more  friendly  to  the  Imperial 
cause,  but  their  consti^tion  gave  th«n  as  little  coiw 
fidence  in  themsdves  as  weight  with  the  public 
They  adopted  the  three  first  resduticms  of  the 
lower  Chamber,  and  named  a  committee  of  public 
safety. 

The  line  of  conduct  wUch  the  Representatives 
meaht  to  pursue  was  now  obvious;  they  had  s|)q^ 
ken  out,  and  named  the  sacrifice  which  they  exacted 
ttom  Buonaparte,  bdng  nothing  less  than  abdioft. 
tidn.  It  remained  to  be  known  whethar  the  Em^ 
peror  would  adopt  measures  of  resistance,  or  sub* 
mit  to  this  microadiment.  If  there  could  be  a 
point  of  right,  where  both  were  so  fiur  wrong,  it  ceN 
tainly  lay  with  Napoleon*  These  very  r^resentativ4s 
were,  by  vduntary  consent,  as  &r  as  oaths  and  en- 
gagements can  bind  men,  his  subjects,  convoked  in 
his  name,  and  having  no  political  existence  except- 
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hig  as  a  part  of  his  new  conttitutioiial  government 
However  great  his  faults  to  the  people  of  France,  he 
had  Gommitted  none  towards  these  aooomjpfioes  of  his 
usurpation^  nor  were  they  legislators  otherwise  than 
as  be  was  their  Emperor.  Thdr  right  to  discard 
and  trample  upon  him  in  his  adversity,  eonnsted 
only  in  their  having  the  power  to  do  so ;  and  the 
readiness  which  they  showed  to  exercise  that  power, 
«poke  as  little  for  their  faith  as  for  their  generoaty. 
At  the  same  time,  our  commiseration  for  fidlen 
greatness  is  lost  in  our  sense  of  that  justice,  which 
makes  the  associates  and  tools  of  a  usurper  the 
readiest  implements  of  his  ruin. 

When  Buonaparte  returned  to  Paris,  his  first  in- 
terview was  with  Camot,  of  whom  he  demanded,  in 
his  usual  tone  of  authority,  an  instant  supply  of 
treasure,  and  a  levy  of  800,000  men.  The  minister 
replied,  that  he  could  have  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other.  Napoleon  then  summoned  Maret,  Duke  of 
Bassano,  and  other  confidential  persons  of  his  court 
'But when  his  civil  councillors  talked  of  defence,  the 
word  wrung  from  him  the  bitter  ejaculation,  "  Ah, 
my  Old  Guard,  could  they  but  defend  themselves  like 
you  !^'  A  sad  confession  that  the  military  truncheon, 
his  best  emblem  of  command,  was  broken  in  his  gripe. 
Lucien  urged  his  brother  to  maintain  his  authority, 
-and  dissolve  the  Chambers  by  force ;  but  Napoleon, 
aware  that  the  National  Guard  might  take  the  part  of 
the  Representatives,  declined  an  action  so  full  of  ha- 
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zasd.  Davoufit  was,  however,  sounded  oonoeming  hb 
willingness  to  act  agaimt  the  Chambers,  but  he  posi- 
tivelj  refused  to  do  so.  Some  idea  was  held  out  by 
Fouch£  to  Napoleon,  of  his  being  admitted  to  the 
powers  of  a  dictator ;  but  this  could  be  only  thrown 
out'  as  a  proposal  for  the  purpose  of  amusing  him. 
In  the  meantime  arrived  the  news  of  the  result  of  the 
mee^ng  of  the  Representadves  in  secret  committee. 
The  gauntlet  was  now  thrown  down,  and  it  was 
necessary  that  Napoleon  should  resist  or  yield,  de- 
clare himself  absolute,  and  dissolve  the  Chambers 
by  violence,  or  abdicate  the  authority  he  had  so 
lately  resumed.  Lucien,  finding  him  still  undeter^ 
mined,  hesitated  not  to  say,  that  the  smoke  of  the 
battle  of  Mont  Saint  Jean  had  turned  his  brain*  In 
fact,  his  conduct  at  this  crisis  was  not  that  of  a  great 
man.  He  dared  neither  venture  on  the  desperate 
measures  which  might,  for  a  short  time,  have  pre* 
served  his  power,  nor  could  he  bring  himself  to  the 
dignified  measure  of  an  apparently  voluntary  resign 
nadon.  He  clung  to  what  could  no  longer  avail 
him,  like  the  distracted  criminal,  who,  wanting  re- 
solution to  meet  his  fate  by  a  voluntary  effort,  must 
be  pushed  from  the  scaffold  by  the  hand  of  the  exe- 
cutioner. 

•  Buonaparte  held,  upon  the  night  of  the  Slst,  a 
sort  of  general  council,  comprehending  the  ministers 
of  every  description,  the  president  and  four  mem- 
bers of  the  Chamber  of  Peers ;  the  president,  and 
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four  vice^prendaitBy  of  the  Reprefleutatives,  with 
other  official  persons  aild  councillors  of  state.  The 
Emperor  laid  before  this  assembly  the  state  of  the 
nation,  and  required  their  advice.  Regnault  (who 
was  the  Impaial  oratcn  in  ordinary)  seconded  the 
statement  with  a  {vopoBal,  that  measures  be  takea 
to  recruit  with  heroes  the  heroic  army,  and  bring 
succours  to  what,  by  a  hapfnly  selected  phrase,  he 
termed  the  *^  astonished  eagle.^^  He  opined,  there- 
fore, thai  the  Chambers  should  make  an  appeal  to 
Prendh  valour,  while  the  Emperor  was  treating  of 
peace  *'  in  the  most  steady  and  dign^ed  nuumer.^ 
Fayette  stated,  that  ranatanoe  would  but  aggravate 
the  calamides  of  France.  The  allies  stood  pledged 
to  demand  a  particular  sacrifice  when  they  first  eiu 
gaged  in  the  war;  they  were  not  likely  to  recede  fimn 
it  after  this  decisive  victory.  One  measure  alone  he 
saw  betwixt  the  country  and  a  bloody  and  rumoua 
conflict,  and  he  referred  to  the  great  and  generoos 
spirit  of  the  Emperor  to  discover  its  nature.  Maret» 
Duke  of  Bassano,  long  Buonaparte^s  most  confideiw 
tial  friend,  and  fatally  so,  because  (more  a  coiurtier 
than  a  statesman,)  he  attended  rather  to  soothe  his 
humour  than  to  guide  his  councils,  took  fire  at  this 
suggestion.  He  called  for  severe  measures  agttnst 
die  Royalists  and  disaffected ;  a  revolutionary  po- 
lice, and  revolutionary  punishments.  *^  Had  sueh,^ 
he  said,  ^<  been  earlier  resorted  to,  a  person  (meiBing 
probably  Fouch6)  who  now  hears  me,  would  not  be 
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now  smiling  al  the  misfortunes  of  his  country,  and 
Wellington  would  not  be  marching  upon  Paris.*^  This 
speech  was  received  with  a  burst  of  disapprobation, 
which  even  the  presence  of  the  Emperor,  in  whose 
cause  Maret  was  thus  vehement,  proved  unable  to 
restrain ;  hisses  and  clamour  drowned  the  voice  of 
the  speaker.  Camot,  who  had  juster  views  #f  the 
railitaiy  strength,  or  rather  weakness,  of  France  at 
the  moment,  was  desirous,  democrat  as  he  was,  to 
retain  the  advantage  of  Napdeon^s  talents.  He  is 
said  to  have  wept  when  the  abdication  was  insisted 
upon,  Laujuinais  and  Constant  suf^ported  the  sen- 
timents of  Fayette.  But  the  Emperor  appeared 
gloomy,  dissatisfied,  and  uncertain,  and  the  council 
broke  up  without  coining  to  any  determination. 

For  another  anxious  night  the  determination  of 
Buonaparte  was  suspended*  Had  the  nation,  or  even 
the  ministers,  been  unanimous  in  a  resolution  to  de- 
fend themselves,  unquestionably  France  might  have 
been  exposed  to  the  final  chance  of  war,  with  some 
prospect  of  a  struggle  on  Napoleon^s  part ;  though, 
when  it  is  considered  within  how  short  a  time  the 
allies  introduced,  within  the  limits  of  France,  an  arm- 
ed force  amounting  to  800,000  efiective  men,  it  does 
not  appear  how  his  resistance  could  have  eventually 
proved  successfiiL  It  would  be  injustice  to  deny 
Napoleon  a  natural  feeling  of  the  evils  which  must 
have  be^i  endurecl  by  the  nation  in  such  a  protract- 
ed contest,  and  we  readily  suppose  him  unwiUing  to 
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have  effected  a  brief  continuation  of  hit  reign,  by  be- 
coming the  cause  of  total  destruction  to  the  fine 
country  which  he  had  so  long  ruled.  Like  most  men 
in  difficulties,  he  received  much  more  advice  than 
offers  of  assistance.  The  best  counsel  was,  perhaps, 
that  of  an  American  gentleman,  who  advised  him  in« 
stantly  to  retreat  to  the  North  American  States, 
where  he  could  not  indeed  enjoy  the  royal  privileges 
and  ceremonial,  to  which  he  was  more  attached  than 
philosophy  warrants,  but  where  that  general  respect 
would  have  been  paid  to  him,  which  his  splendid  ta- 
lents, and  wonderful  career  of  adventure,  were  so  well 
calculated  to  enforce.  But  now,  as  at  Moscow,  he  lin- 
gered too  long  in  forming  a  decided  opinion ;  for, 
though  the  importunity  of  friends  and  opponents 
wrung  from  him  the  resignation  which  was  demand- 
ed at  all  hands,  yet  it  was  clogged  by  conditions 
which  could  only  be  made  in  the  hope  of  retiuning  a 
predominant  interest  in  the  government  by  which  his 
own  was  to  be  succeeded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2Sd  June,  only  four  days 
after  the  defeat  at  Waterloo,  the  Chamber  of  Re- 
presentatives assembled  at  nine  in  the  morning,  and 
expressed  the  utmost  impatience  to  receive  the  act  of 
abdication.  A  motion  was  made  by  Duchesne,  that 
it  should  be  peremptorily  demanded  from  the  Em- 
peror, when  this  degree  of  violence  was  rendered 
unnecessary  by  his  compliance.  It  was  presented  by 
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Fouch^,  whose,  intrigues  were  thus  far  crowned  with 
success,  and  was  couched  in  the  foUowii^  terms :— » 

'<  Frenchmen ! — In  commencing  war  for  main- 
taining the  national  independence,  I  relied  on  the 
union  of  all  efforts,  of  all  wills,  and  the  concurrence 
of  all  the  national  authorities.  I  had  reason  to  hope 
for  success,  and  I  braved  all  the  declarations  of  the 
powers  against  me. 

*^  Circumstances  appear  to  me  changed.  I  offer 
myself  as  a  sacrifice  to  the  hatred  of  the  enemies  of 
France.  May  they  prove  sincere  in  their  declara- 
tions, and  have  really  directed  them  only  against 
my  power !  My  political  life  is  terminated,  and  I 
proclaim  my  son  under  the  title  of  Napoleon  IL, 
Emperor  of  the  French. 

"  The  present  ministers  will  provisionally  form 
the  council  of  the  government.  The  interest  which 
I  take  in  my  son  induces  me  to  invite  the  Chambers 
to  form,  without  delay,  the  regency  by  a  law. 

**  Unite  all  for  the  public  safety,  in  order  to  re- 
main  an  independent  nation. 

(Signed)         "  Napoleon.''^ 

The  Republican  party  having  thus  obtiuned  a  vic- 
tory, proposed  instantly  several  new  models  for  set- 
tling the  form  of  a  constitution,  in  the  room  of  that, 
which,  exactly  three  weeks  before,  they  had  sworn 
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to  in  the  Chainp  de  Mai.  This  was  judged  some 
thiftg  premature ;  and  they  resolved  for  the  present 
to  content  themselves  with  nominating  a  Provisional 
Government,  vesting  the  executive  powers  of  the 
state  in  five  persons—two  to  be  chosen  from  Buona- 
parte's House  of  Peers,  and  three  from  that  of  xb6 
Representatives. 

In  the  meanwhile,  to  preserve  the  decency  due  to 
the  kte  Emperor,  the  Chamber  named  a  commit- 
tee  to  wait  on  him  with  an  address  of  thanks,  in 
which  they  carefully  avoided  all  mention  and  recqg- 
nitionof  his  son.  Napoleon,  for  the  last  time,  received 
the  committee  delegated  to  present  the  address,  in 
the  imperial  habit,  and  surrounded  by  his  state  of* 
ficers  and  guards.  He  seemed  pale  and  pensive,  but 
firm  and  collected,  and  heard  with  a  steady  indifler- 
ence  the  praises  which  they  bestowed  on  his  patri- 
otic  sacrifice.  His  answer  recommended  unanimity, 
and  the  speedy  preparation  of  means  of  defence ;  but 
at  the  conclusion  he  reminded  them,  that  his  abdi- 
cation was  conditional,  and  comprehended  the  inte- 
rests of  his  son. 

Lanjuinais,  President  of  the  Chamber,  replied, 
with  profound  respect,  that  the  Chamber  had  given 
him  no  directions  respecting  the  suljgect  which  Na« 
poleon  pressed  upon.  "  I  told  you,"  said  he,  turn- 
ing  to  his  brother  Lucien,  "  they  would  not,  could 
not  do  it. — Tell  the  Assembly,*"  he  said,  again 
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addressing  the  President,  ^  tbat  I  reoommaid  iny 
son  to  their  protection.  It  is  in  his  favour  I  hare 
abdicated.^ 

Thus  the  ^ucoession  ^f  Napoleon  II.  came  to  be 
now  the  point  of  debftte  between  tl^e  abdicated  £m* 
peror  and  the  Legislative  Bodies.  It  is  certain,  the 
appointment  could  not  have  been  rendered  accept- 
able  to  the  allies ;  and  the  influence  which  Buona- 
parte  ahd  his' friends  werelikelj  to  have  iqra  regency, 
were  strong  arguments  for  all  in  Frimce  who  had  op* 
posed  him  in  the  i^truggle,  uniting  to  set  aside  his 
family  and  dynasty. 

Upon  the  same  5^d  June,  a  strange  scene  took 
ptacie  in  the  Chamber  of  Peers.  The  government 
had  received  intelligence  that  Marescbal  Grouchy, 
whom  we  left  on  the  banks  of  the  Djie,  near  Wavre, 
and  who  continued  his  adtion  with  Thielman,  to 
whom  he  was  opposed  till  deep  in  tl^  night,  had,  on 
hearing  the  loss  of  the  battle  at  Waterloo,  efibeted  a 
mbst  able  retreat  through  Namur,  defended  himself 
i^nst  several:  attacks,  and  finally  made  his  way  to 
Laon.  This  g6od  neWs  encouraged  C^miot  to  render 
al  brilliant  acdount  to  die  Chamber,  dfGrdUidhybeirig 
at  the  head  of  an  Untouched  amy  of  tipwartis  of 
60,000  men,  (Grouchy's  whole  force  at  Wavi*e  ha- 
ving* beai  only  8@,<X)0) ;  of  Soult  cdtlectmg  20,000 
of  the 'Old  Guard  at  Merieiles ;  (yf  10,000  teew  levies 
dispatch^  from  the  interiorto  join  the  rallied  Tott^B, 

VOL.  he.  B  " 
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withaOOpmnof  caanoB*.  Ney,  half  frantic  at  bctr- 
ing  these  ezaggorated  stjatemeata,  aod  his  miod  gall- 
ed with  the  sense  of  Napoleon^s  injustioe  towards  hiniy 
as  expressed  in  the  bulletins,  started  up,  and  spoke 
like  a  possessed  person  under  the  power  of  the  ex* 
oidst.  There  was  a  reckless  desperation  in  the 
maanet  of  his  contndicting  the  minister.  It  seemed 
as  if  he  wished  the  slate  af  the  world  undone  in  his 
own  undoing.  *<  The  repoit^^  he  said,  *<  was  false- 
false  in  every  respects  Dwe  they  tell  eye-witnesses 
of  the  disastrous  day  of  the  18th,  that  we  have  yet 
sixty  thousand  soldiers  embodied  ?  Grouchy  cannot 
have  under  him  twenty,  or  five  and  twenty  thousand 
soldiers,  at  the  utmost.  Had  he  possessed  a  greater 
force,  he  might  have  covered  the  retreat,  and  the 
Emperor  would  have  been  still  in^  command  c^  aft 
army  <m  the  frontiers.  '  Not  a  man  of  the  Guard,^ 
he  said,  ^'  will  ever  rally  more.  I  myself  com- 
manded^them^— I  myself  witnessed  thdr  total  exter- 
mumtim,  ere  I  left  the  field  of  battie— They  are  an* 
nihikted— The  enemy  are  at  Nivelles  with  80,000 
men ;  they  may^  if  they  please,  be  at  Paris  in  six 
days-— There  is  no  safety  for  France,  but  in  instant 
expositions  of  peace."*  On  being  contradicted  by 
Greneral  Flahault,  Ney  resumed  his  sinister  state- 
ment  with  even  more  vehemence;  and  at  length- 
strikitig  at  once  into  the  topic  which  all  felt,  but 
none  had  ventured  yet  to  name,  he  said  in  a  low,, 
but  distinct  voice,—"  Yas !  I  repeat  it— your  only 
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course  is  by  iMffoliation^^you  mustntaU  the  Bour* 
bons;  «ndf0rme,IwillietiretotheUatledSUilM»'' 
Tbe  most  bitter  reproacbes  were  heaped  on  Ney  for 
this  last  exprettion.  LaTaletteandCamotespeciaUj 
.appeared  incensed  against  him.  Ney  replied,  with 
sulkn  ocmtempt,  to  those  who  blamed  his  oondMctt 
><  I  anx  not  one  of  those  to  whom  thar  intaiest  is 
evetythuig ;  what  should  I  gain  by  the  restomtioii 
of  Louis,  except  being  shot  for  desertion  ?  but  I 
must  speak  the  truth,  for  the  sake  of  the  country.** 
This  strange  scene  sunk  deep  into  the  minds  of 
thmking  men,  who  were  in  .future  induced. to  yiew 
.the  subsequent  sounding  resolutions,  and  buading 
debates  of  the.  Chambers,  as  empty  noise,  unsup. 
ported  by  the  state  of  the  national  resources. 
*  After  this  debateon  the  state  of  the  means  of  de* 
fence,  there  followed  one  scarce  less  stormy,  in  the 
House  of  Peers,  upon  the  reading  of  the  Act  of  Ab- 
dication. Lucien  Buonaparte  took  up  the  qoeation 
of  the  succession,  and  innated  upon  the  instmt  re- 
cognition of  his  nephew,  according  to  the  rules  of 
.die  constitution.  The  Count  de  Pontecoulant  inters 
rupted  the  orator,  demanding  by  what  right  Lucien, 
an  Italian  prince,  and  an  alien^  pcesumed  to  name  a 
.sovereign  to  the  Freneh  empire,' where  he  himself 
had  not  even  the  privileges  of.  a  denizeaPriTo  tins 
objection,— a  strange: one,) c^tainly,  conung  from 
lips  which  had  sworn^  faith')  but  twenty-two  days 
b^bre  to  a  constitution,  recognising  Lucien  not  only 
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as  a  denifiBen,  but «»  one  of  the  bloodUroyal  of  Franee^ 
.^Uie  prince  answeied  that  he  wag  a  Frencbman  by 
bis  fleottments,  and  by  virtue  of  the  laws.  Ponte- 
eoalaat  then  objected  to  accept  as  soyettign  a  chiSd 
DeradiBg'ia'a  different  kingdom ;  and-  La  Bed<iyei:e> 
obaemng  the  hesitation  of  the  assembly,  M^arted  up» 
and^demeaning  himself  with  fuiy,  exhibited  the  same 
Uind.  mwL  devoted  attadhraent  to  Napdeon,  which 
had  prompted  him  to  show  the  eximiple  of  defeetiofi 
atOecHoble. 

.  'f  Xha  Biiipenir,''!he  smd,  <<  had  abdioRted  sole- 
fyin  bckalfof  his  son.  His  resignation  was  nal^ 
if.  his  son  Jims  not  distantly  prodairaed.  And  who 
wen  ithey  who  opposed  this  generous  resolution  P 
Those  wboee  voices  bad  been  always  at  ^ihe  sovi^ 
imgn\i  davotiim  while  in  prospmly ;  who  had  fled 
fimn  him  in  adfersHy^  and  who  were  alr^dy  has- 
tening to  receive  the  yoke  of  foreigners.  Yes,^ 
ecuitinued  this  impetuous  young  man,-  aiding  hifli 
tfeeA  with  the  most  violent  geetures,  and  over- 
powering, by  the  loudness  of  his  tone,  the  murmurs 
of  the  aasemUy,  ^^  if  you  refuse  to  acknowledge  the 
}BRped&l'prinee,l'declare)that  Napoleon  must  agausi 
dnnr:hie  sword«-4igain  shed  blood  At  th&  head  c^ 
the.  brave  Frenchmen  n^  have  bled  in  his  cause/we 
mil  vally.  around  him ;  and  woe  to  the  base  generals 
mhtk  are  perhi^seven  now  meditating  new  treasons ! 
I/demand  that  they  be  impeaehed,  and  punished  as 
dtterters  of  the  national  stimdard«ii»4hat  their  nanv^s 
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be  giren  to  ipfaifiy,  thdtr  houses  nzedy  ihkit  betnYieB 
proscribed  and  eiil^d.  We  will  endure  »o  trairton 
awodgst  lis  NafiolfiODy  in  DesigaMig  his  powisr  t» 
fiave  the  aation^  has  done  ln»  duty  to  Mmself,  Imt 
lhl& m^OD-ia  not  wo(rthy  ol  bin^  mnce  theibaii  araDt. 
cwdtiasecoQipeUedbim  to  abdicate;  sheirka^mir* 
td  to  dbide  by  him  in  profiperity  and  reverses.^  Tht 
nAn'gf^  «F  ibia  daring  eUthuaiast^  irfao  was,'  in  fiiitst^ 
glTtng  language  to  the  fedings  of  a  great  ^rt  of  llie 
French  army,  were  at  length,  drowned  in  a  geneiat 
cjsy  i>f:  tvder.  ::f^  You  foi^t  yourself^^  exclaiffied 
Maasena^  ^  You  believe  yourael£  still  ia  )tlie  t^arpk 
ife  gOB^^  6aid  Lameth.'  Xia  Bedbyeie  attoTe  tb  f^ 
on^  but  was  snleiiced  by  the  gennnd  clanleury  wUck 
at  length  put  an.end  to  this  scandalous  scene. 

.  (The  Feev%  like  the  deputies  of  the  Lower  Chami- 
ber,  having  eluded  ibe  expresa  reoogilitionof -Nqaoii 
leml^t^  the.two'Cbambers  proceeded  to  name  the 
members  of  ^the  ProTisional  Government.  These 
were  Camot,  Fouchi,  Caulaincourt,  Grenier,  and 
Qiiihette.  In'thtir  pi»clamation,  they  stated-  that 
Napoleon  had  Designed,  and  that  his  son*  had  been 
proc&Ef fOfd  (whieh,  by  the  way,  was  not  true) ;  call* 
ing  on  the  nation  for  exertions,  sacrifices,  and  utuu 
nimity,  and  promi^g,  if  not  an  actually  new  con« 
stittttion,  as  had.  been  usual  on  such  occasions,  yet 
such  a  complete  revision  and  repair  of  that  which 
was  now  three  weeks  old,  as  should  make  it  in  every 
r-espcct  as  good  as  new. 
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This  address  had  little  effect  either  on  the  troops 
or  the  Federates,  who,  like  La  Bedoyere,  were  of 
iC^inion  that  Napoleon^s  abdicaticm  could  only  be  re* 
ceived  on  his  own  terms.  These  men  assembled  in 
armed  parties,  and  paraded  under  Buonaparte^s  wim. 
dows,  at  the  palace  of  Bourbon  £lysfee.  Money  and 
liquor  were  delivered  to  them,  which  increased  their 
cries  of  Vive  Napoleon !  Vive  TEmpereur !  They 
insidted  the  National  Guards,  and  seemed  disposed 
t6  attack  the  residence  of  Fouch6.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  National  Guards  were  30^000  men  in  num- 
ber, disposed  in  general  to  support  order,  and  many 
of  them  leanmg  to  the  side  of  Louis  XVIII.  A 
moment  of  internal  convulsion  seemed  inevitable ; 
for  it  was  sud,  that  if  Napoleon  IL  was  not  instant- 
ly acknowledged,  Buonaparte  would  come  down  and 
dissolve  the  Chamber  with  an  armed  force. 

On  the  meeting  of  the  S4th  June,  the  important 
question  of  succession  was  decided,  or  rather  evaded, 
as  foUows :«— Manuel,  generally  understood  to  be  the 
organ  of  Fouche  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
made  a  long  speech  to  show  that  there  was  no  occa* 
sion  for  a  formal  recognition  of  the  succession  of  Na^ 
poleon  II.,  since  he  was,  by  the  terms  of  the  constitu- 
tion,  already  in  possession  of  the  throne.  When  the 
orator  had  given  this  deep  reason  that  their  Sovereign 
should  neither  be  acknowledged  nor  procliumed, 
purely  because  he  was  their  Sovereign,  all  arose  and 
shouted,  Vive  Napoleon  IL  !  But  when  there  was  a 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


NAl»OLEON  BOOMAVAKTE.  i8 

proiiosal  to  swear  all^giaooe  to  the  new  Emperoc, 
there  was  a  general  cry  of  <^  No  oaths  1  No  eatha  r 
asif  ttereexistedacoDsctousnessin  the  Chamber  of 
having  heea  too  lavish  of  these  ill*redemied  pledges^ 
and  a  general  disgust  at-oooimencing^a  neir  course 
of  peijury. 

>  The  Ohamber  of  Hepresentatives  thus  ttknoed,  if 
t|iey  did  not  satiafy,  the  Impenalist  party,  ¥7  a  sort 
of  inddentaL.and  ostendUe  aeknowledgiiieiit  of  the . 
young  Napoleon^s  right  to  the  crown ;  while  at  the 
same  time,  by  dedanng  the  Provisional  Government 
to  be  a  necessary  guarantee  for  the  liberties  of  the 
aubject,  they  prevented  the  interference  dther  pf 
Napoleon  himself,  or  any  of  his  frietads,  in  the  ad^ 
ministration  of  the  country.  Yet,  notwithstanding 
the  simulated  nature  of  their  comfdianoe  with  the 
espedal  condition  of  Napoleon^s  resignation,  the 
Chambers  and  Provisional  Grovernment  were  as  strict 
in  exacting  from  the  abdicated  Sovereign  the  terms 
of  his  bargain,  as  if  they  had  paid  him  the  stipulated 
value  in  current,  instead  of  counterfeit  cmn.  Thus 
they  exacted  from  him  a  proclamation,  addressed  in 
ips  own  name  to  .the  soldiers,  in  order  to  confirm  the 
liset  of  Us  abdication,  which  the  troops  were  unwilling 
•to  believe  on  any  authority  inferior  to  his  own.  In 
^is  address,  there  are,  however,  expresaons,  which 
show  his  sense  of  the  compulsion  with  which  he  was 
tseated.  After  an  exhortation  to  the  soldiers  to  con- 
tinue in  their  career  of  honour,  and  an  assurance  of 
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thsriaterest  wfaish  he  tliQul4  ulmmf  lalw  io  ttieir 
eti^E^,  Mdwi  ikim  pa«ige:f^<<  BoA  y«u.  mtd  I 
have  been  caluioiuated.  Mai»  very  unfil  Io  iip|ini» 
Gti^  ev  hbounvhave  seed  in  the  nuffka  of  eUaflki 
ment  Jirhich  joa  have  gtyen  «ie,  a  zeal  of.  .whidi  I 
was  the  Boie  object.  Let  your  future  sueoesaea  4dl 
them».that.U  wa&  dieieottmry,  nbave  aU  thtiigB,  Hihkh 
yott  aevTied  in  qhRpng.fie;  aod  tiilil»  if.I  had  any 
fifaar^  mymmrafeetiolMk  I  oi)v«dit  to  my.axAtmt  late 
fiir  Frffiiicey  o|]jr  mmmdn  modier.'^ 
.  These  et|>tiea»ios»  wereUgjbly  dsaigMe8ble;to  the 
Gfaaihberof  Beprteentativ£8^  who  at  the  same  Jtfaae 
regasdcd  the  prssenoe  of  Napokon  in  the  capital  aa 
dangerous  to  their  own  power,  and  to.  the  pujblic 
tranqjiiiliLy..  Th^  suburbs,;  with  their  fierce  insuitee, 
cdntinued  to  be  agitated,  and  soldiers,  thestraggUng 
relica  of  the  field  of  Waterloo,  were  daily  gather^ 
ing.undtf.  the  walls  of  Fans,  fuHoua  at  Ihtiz  reeedi 
defeat,  iltid  cplling  on  their.  Emperor  to  lead  ihem  to 
vtngeepoev .  There  se^ms  to  have  been  U|fle  te  pre^ 
vent  Napoleon  bam.  still  jdactng.  himself  at  theJbead 
cf  a  small  hat  £carniidable  aprmy.  To  remove  him  from 
ihis  temptation,  the  Provisidnal  Government  requi^ 
red. him  to  retire  to  the  palaee.  of  Malduuson,  near 
St  Germains j  so  long  the  favoitnte  abode  of  the  dis. 
carded  Josqihioe.  Napoleon  had  not  been  with, 
in  ite  walls  a  single  day,  before,  surrounded  by 
Fouche's  police,  he  found  that  he,  who,  not  a  month 
since,  had  disposed  of  the  fate  of  myriads,  was  no 
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Icngt^r  tt^  fim  w^t  of  lu$  Qwn  aeMoas.  He  .wa» 
ifatohed  and  co«i»4litd,  Uiou^  wi^oQt  the  xm^,^ 
artnalfiiiroe^Jtfid  iip^,.£aQr  th^e  fim  time^  felt  wJmt  it 
wM  $^  Ime  that^  freie.  4igpiie79  of  wbicb  hi$  deqiotiivft 
li^dilbtr  80  pfttf^  years  ;d^iivpd  isd  lorg^  a  ppptipn  4)f 
iMokkid.  Yet  )ie  shewed  ip  cfubnut  to  bii  fato  wub 
iodiffiNre^p^  qp.  0Q)y  :es({>]:^ased  im^tieiice  when  b^seti 
bfibiapAstaal  Medjitor«»  urbo,  HBdfii;>MBdipagti>fttfa^ 
vm».  tei:likely  to  reiimia  Iwg  in.  Frmcfn  att^i^pte^ 
t»  mort  froin,  hiift  a^setttem^ftt  of  their  diums^  Thia 
pettji  penecsation  was  s^yen  w#y  to  1^  tb^  gnnm^ 
maal^  aa  oae  of  aeTeval  expedimto  tx^  ab^dga  hi« 
reiideiioe  in-Fraace;  and  they  bltd  ihe  niefypB  q{ 
ufiii^Xojrce^  if.aUdioiildfiMl^  t 

'Short  aa.wa&;t^e  tiiw  b^ liagcgej #t,Mal>naifW|iit 
iocoediiUe  ,a9  it  may  ^  be  tbcmght;,  Jsl^po^a  ;iraa  a]n 
nidstforgotten ifiFarts^  .^V J^o on9,'\sayf 4|^6ll-ii^ 
f^no^  autbor,  living  in  that  city  ditrip^^tbfi  <xisi^ 
'Scouaept  the.  immediate  friends  of  e^v«rnim»pt,  pri^ 
tends  to  knoir. whether:  he  is  sliU  at<>MabMisfHi«:  m^ 
seoma  to.tlniik  k  a^  question  of  hnportitoce  to  ask. 
On  Saturday  laat,  Count  M*-«— ^  Mmr  bin  tbore  ;'b0 
was  tsanquil)  but  quite  lost  His  friends  lipw  prcK 
tend*  that)  since  his  return  from  Elba*  he  ha^  Hdver 
been  quite  the  man  he  was."^*  There  was^  however, 
a  reason  for  his  protracting  his  rendenee  at  Mal% 


*  Substance  of  lictters  wtittcn  by  an  EngUsIuuan  resident  at 
Puasy  &C.  vol.  II. 
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maisons  more  honouraUe  than  mare  human  rehicU 
ance  to  submit  to  inevitable  calamity. 

The  English  and  Prussian  forces  w&re  now  q>> 
proaching  Paris  by  rapid  marches ;  every  town  faU* 
ittg  before  them  which  could  have  been  reckoned 
upon  as  a  bar  to  their  progress.  When  Paris  was 
again  to  be  girt  round  with  hostile  armies,  honour* 
Me  as  well  as  political  feelings  might  lead  Ni^xiifion 
to  hope  that  the  Representatives  might  be  indined 
to  wave  all  personal  animosity,  and,  having  recourse 
to  his  extraordinairy  talents  and  his  influence  over.the 
nunds  of  the  army  and  federates,  by  whidi  alone 
the  capital  could  be  defended,  might  permit  him  once 
more  to  assume  the  sword  for  protection  of  Paris. 
He  offered  to  command  the  army  as  general  in  chief, 
m  behalf  of  his  saa.  He  offered  to  take  share  in 
the  defence,  as  an  ordinary  citizen.  But  the  in* 
temal  discord  had  gone  too  far.  The  popular  partj 
which  tben  prevailed,  saw  more  dai^r  in  the  suc- 
cess of  Napoleon,  than  in  the  superiority  of  the  al- 
lies. The  latter  they  hoped  to  conciliate  by  treaty. 
They  doubted,  with  good  reason,  the  power  of  re- 
sisting them  by  force  ;  and  if  such  reastance  was  or 
could  be  maintained  by  Napoleon,  they  feared  his 
supremacy,  in  a  mibtary  command,  at  least  as  much 
as  the  predominance  of  the  allies.  His  services  were, 
therefore  declined  by  them. 

Like  skilful  anglers,  the  Provisional  Oovernment 
bad  been  gradually  drawing  their  nets  around  Napo- 
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leoBy  and  it  was  now  time,  as  they  thought,  to  drag 
him  upon  the  shallows.  They  proceeded  to  pla6e 
him  under  a  sort  of  arrest,  by  directing  Greneral  Be- 
ker,  an  officer  with  whom  Napoleon  had  been  on 
indifferent  terms,  to  watch  over,  and  if  necessary  to 
restrain  his  movements  in  such  a  manner,  that  it 
should  be  impossible  for  him  to  make  his  escape,  and 
to  use  measures  to  induce  him  to  leave  Malmaison 
for  Rochefort,  where  the  means  were  provided  for 
Ms  departure  out  of  France.  Orders  were  at  the 
same  time  given  for  two  frigates  to  transport  him  to 
the  United  States  of  America ;  and  the  suroeSkmce 
of  Greneral  Beker  and  the  police  was  to  conliiiiie 
until  the  late  Emperor  was  on  board  the  vessels. 
This  order  was  qualified  by  directions  that  all  pos- 
sible  care  should  be  taken  to  ensure  the  safety  of 
/  Napoleon's  person.  A  corresponding  order  was  trans* 
mitted  by  Davoust,  who,  giving  way  to  one  of  those 
equivocal  bursts  of  feeling,  by  which  men  compro- 
mise a  conflict  between  their  sentiments  and  their. 
duty  or  their  interest,  refused  to  sign  it  himself,'  but 
ordered  his  secretary  to  do  so,  which,  aS  he  obser- 
ved, would  be  quite  the  same.* 

Napoleon  submitted  to  his  destiny  with  resigna* 

tion  and  dignity.    He  received  General  Beker  with 

>     ease,  and  even  cheerfulness;  and  the  latter,  with 

•  Las  Cases'  Journal,  &c.  vol.  I.  p.  I.  pp.  18  aoU  19,  Note. 
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feelingii  w)iich(did  him  bonoairi  &)tthetatk  oonmit- 
ted  t9  Iiim  the  more  j^nful,  that  he  bad  expemnoed 
the.  perfiOBid  eipiity  of  the  individual  who  was  now 
iotnifited  to  his  custody.  About  forty  peraonsi  of  dif« 
%eiU  nuUcsund  dfsgre^,  honourably  dedioajtadiibeir 
9$rjkm  to  the  adversity  of  the  Eipperor,  whom  they 
hud  served  in  pipsp^rity.. 

Yel>  amid  aU  ihese  pfe|wations  for  departuvK* 
a  Jio^ng  bepe  remained  that  his  exije  i^ht  bfi 
di^)eiised  with.  He  heard, the  distaxM;  cannoniide  as 
thetH^arihcHrse  heurs  thie  tnimpet.  Agaion  he  ofieved 
hmmgg^ifiW'te  tparch  against  Blucber  as  a  simple  vo« 
lmM»rv«iidertaki«g  ibat^  "^/^hen  he  bad  repijdsed  the 
invaders^ Jbs  .would  tbw:  proceed  on  his  journey  of 
expati&atioil4  «He  had  such  hopes  of  iiis  requesi  be- 
ing griuated^jas  to  have  bis  horscB  brought  out  aiid 
iB>nradiMs».toi  join  Ihe  anay.  But  the  Pvoviaonal 
GoiremmeBl  anew  declined  an  offer>  the  acceptance 
of  which  would  indeed  have » ruined  all  hopes  of 
tnealing  with  Ihe  allies.  Foucb^,  on  hearing  NmcK 
Ifion'^s  pfoposaly  is  said  to  have  excliumed,  '*  Is  he 
laughing  at  ua!'^  Indeed  Us  joining  the  troops 
would  have  soon  made  lum  master  of  the  destiny  of 
the  Provisional  Government,  whatever  might  have 
been  the  final  result. 

On  the  29th  of  June,  Napdeon  departed  from 
Malmaison ;  on  the  Sd  of  July  he  arrived  at  Roche- 
fort.  General  Bek^r  accompanied  him,  nor  does 
his  journey  seem  to  have  been  marked  by  any  dr* 
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cumstances  worthy  of  remark.  Where? er  he  came, 
Ibe  yoop0  received  haanwilh  acdamatkm ;  theciH* 
sens  reqpeeted  the  mbfortimes  of  aoe  who  bad  been 
waHmgli  nMMtnr  of  the  world,  aod  were  ^ent  where 

ThiMS  the  ragd  .ct  libo  Emptier  Mtepokmi  wa* 
comfdetd J  ended  Bat^  bc«fere^ach«rfing  tohis'fti^ 
MMxiitc^  we  must  eoiBplete,.in>  few  wbrds,  the  coik 
fleqqenoes  of  hia  aibdication,  and  offer  some  remarks 
an  the  ciftmmatajneefr'by  ^hidi  it  waa  ^tdrted  and 
MfaMid, 

^Bha^ PfdirineiialGbtenHntet'had  seM  eottiiiMh 
iteneiti  to  dia  Diil^<if  Wdliagton,  to  retjo^  ^panu 
porii  ii«r  Naqpoieon  io  the  States  of  America.'  The 
fitdia  fhad  no  instruotiong  fiom  his  gorenment  to 
grant  tiien.  The  PnsMnan  and  BiigHlli  generals 
aMhe  dedlned  •all  otarteMs  made  for  the  esta** 
Uishment^  or  aehnowMgment,  ekhtHr  af  the  pre* 
aent  BravWIanal  adniittkitmtion,  or  any  phn  which 
lihay  endeaToarad'to  sngigfest,  short  of  liiaYestonrtion 
of  ithe-'Bdnabona  Wthe  8^t  cf  g^t^noment.  "The 
'^^WrisionalOonifinlBAionerB  endeaYonreS,  with  as  Bttle 
anaeefisvtoawalcen'Ae  spirit  dfnationalrdefeftiee.  They 
4uMli08CtheroadtothesoI£ex1i'^(iarts.  Thethonghta 
of  patriotism  had  in  the  army  becotae  ^indissolnUy 
vnked  with  the  person  andihe  ^alftia^  of  Napoleon. 
-It  waa  in  vain' that  deputies^  with  ecalfi,  and  procla- 
asationa  «f  poUie  tight,  and  intaoaibni  of  Aa  aneient 
watcb-wavda  of  the  Revolation;  tndiKivonfadto  aw». 
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kenthetpirkof  1794.  Tlw  loUten  ind  1 
answered  BuUenly,  ^^  Why  should  we  %^t  nqr  mate^ 
we  hAve  no  knger  an  Emperor.^' 
.  Meanwhile,  the  Royalist  party  assamed  eoiiniga^ 
and  showed  themselyes  in  anna  in  several  of  the  de- 
partments, directed  the  public  opinion  in  many  others, 
and  gained  great  accessions  from  the  Constitiition*' 
alists.  Indeed,  if  any  of  the  latter  still  cowlfaMied 
to  dread  the  restoratbn  of  the  Bourbons,  it  was  past* 
ly  from  the  fear  of  reaction  and  retaliation  chi  the 
side  of  the  successful  Royalists,  and  partly  because 
it  was  apprehended  that  the  lute  events  might  luve 
made  on  the  mind  <tf  Louis  an  impression  mAmnst* 
able  to  constitutional  limitations,  a  disgoit  to  those 
by  whom  they  were  recommended  and  supported^ 
and  a  propensity  to  resume  the  arbitrary  measures 
by  which  his  ancestors  had  ^vemed  their  kingdom^ 
Those  who  nourished  those  apprehensbns  could  not 
but  allow,  that  they  were  founded  in  the  fidkl^ieis 
and  ingratitude  of  the  peojde  themselves,  who  had 
shown  themselves  unworthy  of,  and  easily  induced 
.  to  conspire  against,  the  mild  and  ^asy  rule  of  a  linttt^ 
ed  monarchy.  But  they  involved,  nevertheless, 
tremendous  consequences,  if  the  King  should  be  di#> 
posed  to  act  upon  rigorous  and  vindictive  prindplai ; 
and  it  was  such  an  apprehension  on  the  part  of 
some,  joined  to  the  fears  of  others  for  personal  con- 
sequences, the  suUen  shame  of  a  third  party,  and 
the  hatred  of  the  army  to  the  princes  whom  diey 
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had  bstriyed,  wUcb  praeuied  finr  the  PiariMoml 
GovetnnieDt  a  show  of  obedience. 

It  was  thus  that  the  Chambers  continued  their  re- 
sislaiice  to  reodying  their  legitimate  monarch,  though 
unMe  to  excite  amy  enthusiasm  save  that  eiqfnes^ 
ed  in  the  momentary  explosions  disehaiged  within 
theirownplaoeof  meeting,  which  gratified  noears^and 
heated  no  brains,  but  their  own .  In  the  meanwhile,  the 
armies  of  Soult  and  Grouchy  were  driYsn  under  the 
walls  6£  Paris^  where  they  were  speedily  followed  by 
theEnglish  and  the  Prussians.  The  natural  gaUaan 
try  of  Ae  French  then  dictated  a  resistance,  which 
was  hoBDurable  to  their  arms,  though  totally  unsuCr. 
cesafiol.  The  allies^  instead  of  renewing  the  doubtful 
atlack  on  Montmartre,  crossed  the  Seine,  and  at- 
tacked Paris  on  the  undefended  side.  There  was 
not,  as  m  1814,  a  hostile  army  to  endanger  the 
ooDmunications  on  their  rear.  The  French,  how^ 
ever,  showed  great  bravery,  both  by  an  attonpt  to^ 
defisnd  Versailles,,and  in  a  coup^de-main  of  General 
Excelmans,  by  which  he  attempted  to  recover  that 
town.  But  at  l^igth,  in  consequence  of  the  result 
of  a  CQUQcil  of  war  held  in  Pariii,  on  the  night  be- 
twixt the  Sd  and  3d  of  July,  an  armistice  was  coi^ 
diided}  by  which  the  capital  was  surrendered  to  the 
allies,  and  the  French  ^rmy  was  drawn  off  behind  thct 
Loixe, 

The  allies  snspended  their  operations  until  the 
Fseneh  troops  should  be  brought  to  submit  to  their 
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destined  moTement  in  retreat,  against  ti^ich  thej 
struggled  with  vain  eathusiasin.  Peimktiag  dieir  no- 
lence  to  subside,  they  deli^ed  their  own  oceapatian  of 
Paris  until  the  7th  of  July^  when  it  had  been  oon* 
pletely  evacuated.  The  Biitish.and  Prossiana  then 
tooktnilitaiy- possession  in  a  mflfnneratiiolly  regdar, 
but  argtMBga/difiiBKent  state  of  feelings  om  both  parts, 
ttMu  the  joyous  pr  j^cession  of  thcf  allies  along  tba 
boulevard  'in  18^14,  The  Pravisional  Govenmot 
eonthmed  thdt  nttings,  though  Foucix6,  the  dnef 
amotg  thesA,  had  been  long  intri^oing,  (and  eier 
iinee  thebHttte  of  Waterloo,  widi  apparent  since^ 
rity,)  6»  tho  seoond  restoration  of  the  Bourbon  fii- 
nrSy,  on  sudh  teitns  as  should  secure  the  liberties  of 
France.  They  received  on  the  6th  of  July  the  final 
resolutloii  of  the  allied  sovereigns,  that  they  osnsU 
derefl aHaulhotity  emanating'&cm  the  usurped  pover 
of  Ni^lebn  Buonaparte  as  nuU,  and  of  noeffeet; 
Mid  that  Lodis  XVIII.,  who  was  presently  at  Saii^ 
Bmiis,  ^ould  on  the  next  day,  or  day  after  at  fiurthest, 
tater  bis^aq)itial,  and  resume  his  regal  authori^. 

On  ihe  7th  of  July,  the  Provisional  Craimisrion 
diijsdlvied  itself.  The  Chamber  of  Peers,  when  they 
heard  the  act  of  surrender,  dispersed  in  dlenee;  hot 
that  of  the  Representatives  continued  to  sit,  vote^ 
and  ddxite,  -for  seVtod  hours.  The  president  then 
prorogued  the  meeting  till  eight  the  next  morning, 
tn^^finceof  thecries  of  several  members,  who  eaU« 
cd  on  him  to  maintain  the  literal  penm|ne«»  of:^ 
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atetiii^.  The  n^t  motmiig,  the  memben  who  at- 
tended found  the  hall  sentiiidled  by  the  Natiolial 
Guard,  wha  refused  them  admittancey  and  heard  the 
ezdamations  and  comphimts  of  the  deputies  with 
great  disrq^d.  Nay,  the  disappdnted  and  indig* 
nant  legisUtors  were  sulgected  to  the  ridicule  of  the 
idle  spectators,  wiio  accompanied  the  airiTal  and  re« 
treat  of  each  indiTiduid  with  laughter  and  aodama* 
IJofi,  loud  in  proportion  to  the  apparent  excess  of  faii 
mortification. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  Louis  re-eateted  his  capital, 
attended  by  a  very  large  body  of  the  Natbnal  Guards 
and  Royal  Volunteers,  as  well  as  by  his  housdidd 
Mops.  In  the  rear  of  these  soldiers  came  a  nttttie» 
i^oils  etat-major,  among  whom  w&e  diatinguithed 
the  Mareschals  Victor,  Marmont,  Macdonald,  Ott- 
^ot,  Geuvion  St  Cyr,  Moncqrt  and  Lefebyre.  An 
knmeiise  eoDcourse  of  eitisens  received,  with  aoda- 
mationS)  the  Intimate  monardi ;  and  the  females 
were  obsenred  to  be  particularly  eager  in  their  ex« 
pressimra  of  joy.  Thus  was  Louis  again  install- 
ed  'in  the  palace  of  his  ancestors,  over  which  the 
white  banner  once  more  floated.  Here,  therefore, 
ended  that  short  space,  filled  with  so  much  that  is 
wend^rftil,  that  period  of  an  Hundred  Days,  in  whioh 
•the  events  of  a  century  seem  to  be  contained.  Be- 
torn  we  proceed  mth  the  narrative,  which  must  in 
(utue  be  the  lustory  of  an  individuid,  it  may  not  be 
impraf^r  to  east  a  look  back  upon  the  events  eom^ 

VOL.  IX.  c 
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prised  within  that  period,  and  offer  a  few  remarks  on^ 
their  political  nature  and  tendency. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  remind  the  reader,  that  N». 
poleon^s  elevation  to  the  throne  was  the  combined 
work  of  two  factions.  One  comprehended  the  army,* 
who  desired  the  recovery  of  their  own  honour,  sullied 
by  recent  defeats,  and  the  restoradon  of  the  Emperor 
to  their  head,  that  he  might  save  them  from  being 
disbanded,  and  lead  them  to  new  victories.  The  other 
party  was  that  which  not  only  desired  that  the  king-i 
dom  should  possess  a  large  share  of  practical  iree^ 
dom,  but  felt  interested  that  the  doctrines  of  the  Re-^ 
volution  should  be  recognised,  and  particularly  that 
which  was  held  to  entitle  the  people,  or  those  who 
might  contrive  to  assume  the  right  of  representing 
them,  to  alter  the  constitution  of  the  government  at 
pleasure,  and  to  be,  as  was  said  of  the  great  Earl  of 
Warwick,  the  setter  up  and  puller  down  of  kings. 
This  party,  availing  themselves  of  some  real  errors 
of  the  reigning  family,  imagining  more,  and  exciting 
a  cloud  of  dark  suspicions,  had  instigated  a  geneiml 
feeling  of  dissatisfaction  agnnst  the  Bourbons.  But 
though  they  probably  might  have  had  recourse  to 
violence,  nothing  appears  less  probable  than  their 
success  in  totally  overtumbg  royalty,  had  they  been 
unsupported  by  the  soldiers.  The  anny,  which  rose 
so  readily  at  Buonaparte^s  summons,  had  no  commit 
nity  of  feeling  with  the  Jacobins,  as  they  were  cdied ; 
and  but  for  his  arrival  upon  the  scene,  would  have 
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acted,  there  can  be  little  doi^,  at  the  conunand  of 
the  Mareflchals,  who  were  ahnost  all  attached  to  the 
royal  family.  It  was,  therefore,  the  attachment  of  the 
army  to  thdr  ancient  commander  which  gave  sucoeaa 
to  the  joint  enterpriae,  which  the  Jacobinical  party 
alone  would  have  attempted  in  vain. 

The  Republican,  or  Jacobin  party,  doaed  with 
dieur  powerfiil  ally ;  theur  leaders  accepted  titles  at 
his  hands ;  undertook  offices,  and  became  members 
of  a  Chamber  of  Peers  and  of  Representatives,  sum- 
moned by  his  authority.  They  acknowledged  him  as 
thrir  Emperor ;  received  as  his  boon  a  new  constitu- 
tion; and  swore  in  the  face  of  all  France  the  oath  of 
fealty  to  it,  and  to  him  as  their  sorerdgn.  On  such 
terms  the  Emperor  and  his  Legislative  Body,  parted 
on  the  7th  of  June.  Suspicion  there  esdsted  between 
them  certainly,  but,  in  all  outward  appearance,  he 
departed  a  contented  prince  from  a  contented  people. 
Eleven  days  brought  the  batde  of  Waterloo,  with  all 
itt  consequences.  Policy  of  a  sound  and  rational  sort 
should  have  induced  the  Chambers  to  stand  by  the 
Emperor  whom  they  had  made,  to  arm  him  with  the 
power  which  the  occarion  required,  and  avail  them- 
sdves  of  his  extraordinary  militaiy  talent,  to  try  some 
chance  of  arresting  the  invaders  in  their  progress. 
Even  shame  might  have  prevented  them  from  lend- 
ing their  shoulders,  to  overthrow  the  tottering  throne 
before  which  they  had  so  lately  kneeled  They  de- 
termined otherwise.    The  insUnt  he  became  unfor- 
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iunate,  Niqpoleoii  ceased  to  be  their  Emperor,  the 
source  of  their  power  ud  authority*  TfaeycouHsee 
nothing  in  him  but  the  hurt  deer,  who  is  to  be  butted 
from  the  herd ;  the  Jonas  in  the  vessel,  who  is  to  be 
flung  overboard.  When  Napoleon,  therefore,  talked 
to  them  of  men  and  arms,  they  answered  him,  with 
*^  equality  and  the  rights  of  man  i^  every  chance  of 
redeeming  the  consequences  of  Waterloo  was  lost, 
and  the  Emperor  of  their  choice,  if  not  ostensibly, 
was  in  effect  at  least  arrested,  and  sent  to  the  sea- 
coast,  like  a  felon  for  deportation.  Their  conduct, 
however,  went  clearly  to  show,  that  Napoleon  was  not 
the  free  choice  of  the  French  people,  and  especially 
that  he  was  not  the  choice  of  those  who  termed  them- 
selves exclusively  the  friends  of  freedom. 

Having  thus  shown  how  easily  they  could  get  rid 
of  the  monarch  who  had  called  them  into  political 
existence,  the  Chambers  applied  to  the  allies,  invi- 
ting them  to  give  their  concurrence  to  the  election 
of  another  sovereign,  and  assist  them  to  build  anoUier 
throne  on  the  quicksand  which  had  just  swallowed 
that  of  Napoleon.  In  one  respect  they  were  not  un- 
reasonably tenadous.  They  cared  little  who  the  so- 
vereign should  be,  whether  Orleans  or  Orange,  the 
Englishman  Wellingtcm  or  the  Cossack  Platoff,  pro- 
viding only  he  should  derive  no  right  from  any  one 
but  themselves ;  and  that  they  should  be  at  liberty 
to  recall  that  right  when  it  nnght  please  them  to  do 
so.    And  there  can  be  little  doubt,  that  any  new 
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sorereign  and  constitution  which  could  have  been 
made  l^  the  assistance  of  such  men,  would  have 
again  occasioned  the  commencement  of  the  wild  dance 
of  revolution,  till,  like  so  many  mad  Dervises,  diszy 
with  the  whirl,  the  French  nation  would  once  more 
have  sunk  to  rest  under  the  iron  sway  of  despotism. 

The  allied  sovareigns  Tiewed  these  proposals  with 
an  evil  eye,  both  in  respect  to  their  nature,  and  to 
those  by  whom  they  were  proposed.  Of  the  autho- 
rities, the  most  prudent  was  the  Duke  of  Otranto, 
and  he  had  been  Fouch6  of  Nantes.  Camot^s  name 
was  to  be  found  at  all  the  bloody  rescripts  of  Robe- 
spierre, in  which  the  conscience  of  the  old  decemvir 
and  young  count  had  never  found  anything  to  bog^ 
gle  at.  There  were  many  others,  distinguished  in 
the  Revolutionary  days.  The  language  which  they 
held  was  already  assumii^  the  cant  of  democracy, 
and  though  there  was  among  them  a  large  propor- 
tion of  good  and  able  men,  it  was  not  to  be  forgotten 
how  many  of  such  existed  in  the  first  Assembly,  for 
no  purpose  but  to  seal  the  moderation  and  rationality 
of  their  political  opinions  with  their  blood.  It  was 
a  matter  of  imperious  necessity  to  avoid  whatever 
might  give  occasion  to  r^bew  those  scenes  of  shame- 
ful recollections,  and  the  Sovereigns  saw  a  guarantee 
against  their  return,  in  insisting  that  Louis  XVIII. 
should  remount  the  throne  as  its  legitimate  owner. 

The  right  of  legitimacy,  or  the  right  of  succession, 
a  regulation  adopted  into  the  common  law  of  most  mo- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


3S  LirK  OF 

narchical  constkutioiit,  it  borrowed  from  the  analogy 
of  private  life,  where  the  eldest  son  becomes  natural- 
ly the  head  and  protector  of  the  family  upon  the  de- 
cease of  the  father.  While  states,  indeed,  are  small, 
before  laws  are  settled,  and  when  much  depends  on 
the  personal  ability  and  talents  of  the  monarch,  the 
power,  which,  for  aught  we  know,  may  exist  among 
the  abstract  rights  of  man,  of  choonng  each  chief 
magistrate  after  the  death  of  his  predecessor,  or  per- 
haps more  frequently,  may  be  exercised  without 
much  inconvenioice.  But  as  states  become  extend- 
ed, and  their  constitutions  drcumscribed  and  bound- 
ed by  laws,  which  leave  less  scope  and  less  necessity 
for  the  exercise  of  the  sovereign'*s  magisterial  func- 
dons,  men  become  glad  to  exchange  the  licentious  pri- 
vil^e  of  a  Tartarian  couroultai,  or  a  Polish  diet,  for 
the  principle  of  legitimacy;  because  the  chance  of  a 
hereditary  successor's  proving  adequate  to  the  duties 
of  his  situation,  is  at  least  equal  to  that  of  a  popu- 
lar election  lighting  upon  a  worthy  candidate ;  and 
because,  in  the  former  case,  the  nation  is  spared  the 
convulsions  occadioned  by  previous  competition  and 
solicitation,  and  succeeding  heart-burnings,  factions, 
civil  war,  and  ruin,  uniformly  found  at  last  to  attend 
elective  monarchies. 

The  doctrine  of  legitimacy  is  peculiarly  valuable 
in  a  limited  monarchy,  because  it  affords  a  degree  of 
stability  otherwise  unattainable.  The  principle  of 
hereditary  monarchy,  joined  to  that  which  declares 
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that  the  King  can  do  noivrdDg,  pkevides  for  the  per* 
numesice  of  the  oxecutive  goyemkvent,  and  repreftMs 
that  ambition  which  would  animate  so  many  bosoms, 
were  there  a  prospect  of  the  supreme  sway  becoming 
vacant,  or  subject  to  election  from  time  to  time. 
The  King's  mimaters,  on  the  other  hand,  being  re^ 
sponsible  for  his  actions,  remain  a  check,  for  their 
own  sakes,  upon  the  exercise  of  his  power ;  and  thus 
provision  is  made  for  the  correction  of  all  ordinary 
evils  of  administration,  since,  to  use  an  expressive 
though  vulgar  simile,  it  is  better  to  rectify  any  oc- 
casional deviation  from  the  regular  course  by  chan- 
ging  the  driver,  than  by  overturning  the  carriage. 

Such  is  the  principle  of  legitimacy,  which  was  in- 
voked by  Louis  XVIII.,  and  recognised  by  the  allied 
sovereigns.  But  it  must  not  be  confounded  with  the 
slavish  doctrine,  that  the  right  thus  vested  is  by  divine 
origin  indefeasible.  The  heir-at-law  in  private  life 
may  dissipate  by  his  folly,  or  forfeit  by  his  crimes, 
the  patrimony  which  the  law  conveys  to  him ;  and 
the  legitimate  monarch  may  most  unquestionably,  by 
departing  from  the  principles  of  the  constitution  un- 
der which  he  is  called  to  reign,  forfeit  for  himself, 
and  for  his  heirs  if  the  legislature  shall  judge  it 
proper,  that  crown  which  the  principle  of  legitimacy 
bestowed  on  him  as  his  birth- right  The  penalty  of 
forfeiture  is  an  extreme  case,  provided,  not  in  virtue 
of  the  constitution,  which  recognises  no  possible  do- 
linquency  in  the  sovereign,  but  because  the  eonsu- 
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tatMm  has  baon  attackdl  and  mftu^^ad  upon  by  di^ 
monarch,  and  therefore  can  no  longer  be  pennittad  to 
afford  him  shelter.  The  crimes  by  wfaidi  this  fa^ 
punishment  is  justly  incurred,  must  therefore  be  of  an 
extraordinary  nature,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  those 
correctives  for  which  the  constitution  jnoYides,  by 
the  punishment  of  ministers  and  coundUors.  The 
constitutional  buckler  of  impeccability  covers  the 
monarch  (personally)  for  all  blameworthy  use  of  his 
power,  providing  it  is  exercised  within  tiie  limits  of 
the  constitution ;  it  is  when  he  stirs  beyond  it,  and 
not  sooner,  that  it  affords  no  defence  for  the  bosom 
of  a  tyrant.  A  King  of  Britain,  for  example,  may 
wage  a  rash  war,  or  make  a  disgraceful  peace,  in  the 
lawful,  though  injudidous  and  blameworthy,  exer- 
cise of  the  power  vested  in  him  by  the  constitution. 
His  advisers,  not  he  himself,  shall  be  called,  in  such 
a  case,  to  their  responsibility.  But  if,  like  James 
II.,  the  Sovereign  infringes  upon,  or  endeavours  to 
destroy,  the  constitution  itself,  it  is  then  that  resist- 
ance becomes  lawful  and  honourable,  and  the  King 
is  justiy  held  to  have  forfeited  the  right  which  de- 
scended to  him  from  his  fc^efathers,  by  bis  attempt 
to  encroach  on  the  rights  of  the  subjects. 

The  prindples  of  hereditary  monarchy,  of  the  in- 
violability of  the  person  of  the  Eug,  and  of  the  re- 
sponsibility of  ministers,  were  recognised  by  the  con- 
stilutional  charter  of  France.  Louis  XVIII.  was, 
therefore,  during  the  year  previous  to  Buonaparte^s 
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letiuni,  fhe  hmkl  iMfv^mgA  of  France,  aaid  it  re* 
naiM  to  be  diowB  by  whut  tct  of  treftson  to  the  con- 
flCitatien  he  had  forfated  his  right  of  legitimacy.  If 
die  reader  t^miiim  bade  to  Vol.  VIII.  diap.  18, 
(and  we  are  not  conactoaa  of  haviag  spared  the  omi- 
duct  of  the  Boiirboii8,)he  will  probably  be  of  opi- 
nkn  with  ua,  that  the  errom  of  the  restored  Kii^^s 
goTemmeBt  were  not  only  fewer  than  might  have 
been  expected  in  cuoumstanees  so  new  and  difficult, 
bat  were  of  sueh  a  nature  as  an  honest,  well-meaning, 
and  upright  Opposition  would  soon  have  checked ; 
he  will  find  that  not  one  of  them  could  be  personally 
attributed  to  Louis  XVIII.,  and  that,  far  from  ha- 
Ting  incurred  the  forfeiture  of  bis  legitimate  rights, 
he  had,  during  these  ibw  months,  laid  a  strong  ekum 
to  the  love,  veneration,  and  gratitude  of  lus  subjects. 
He  had  fallen  a  sacrifice,  in  some  d^ee,'  to  the  hu- 
mours and  rashness  of  persons  connected  with  his 
fiimily  and  households-still  more  to  causeless  jea- 
lousies and  unproved  doubts,  the  water-colours  which 
insurrection  never  lacks  to  paint  her  cause  with ;  to 
the  fickleness  of  the  French  people,  who  became  ti-> 
red  of  his  simple,  orderly,  and  peaceful  government ; 
but,  above  all,  to  the  dissatisfiiction  of  a  licentious 
and  licensed  soldiery,  and  of  dubs  of  moody  banditti, 
panting  tx  a  time  of  pell-mell  havoc  and  confusion. 
The  forcible  expulsion  of  Louis  XVIII.,  arising 
firom  such  motives,  could  not  break  the  solemn  com- 
paet  entered  into  by  France  with  all  Europe,  when 
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she  received  her  legitiBuite  monarch  firom  the  hand 
of  her  clement  conquerors,  and  with  hiuy  and  for  hia 
sake,  obtained  such  conditions  of  peace  as  she  waa 
in  no  condition  to  demand,  and  would  never  other** 
wise  have  been  granted.  The  Eang's  misfortune,  as 
it  arose  from  no  fault  of  his  own,  could  infer  no  for- 
feiture of  his  vested  right.  Europe,  the  virtual  gua- 
rantee of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  had  also  a  title,  leading 
back  the  lawful  King  in  her  armed  and  victorioua 
hand,  to  require  of  France  his  reinstatement  in  his 
rights ;  and  the  termination  which  she  thus  offered 
to  the  war  was  as  just  and  equitable,  as  the  conduct 
of  the  Sovereigns  during  this  brief  campaign  had 
been  honourable  and  successful. 

To  these  arguments,  an  unprejudiced  eye  could 
scarcely  see  any  answer ;  yet  the  popular  party  endea- 
voured to  found  a  pleading  against  the  second  resto* 
ration  of  Louis,  upon  the  Declaration  of  the  allies. 
This  manifesto  had  announced,  they  said,  that  the 
purpose  of  the  war  was  directed  against  Buonaparto 
personally,  and  that  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  Allied 
Sovereigns,  when  he  should  be  dethroned,  to  leave 
the  French  the  free  exerdse  of  choice  respecting  thek 
own  internal  government  The  Prince  Kegent^s  de- 
claration, in  particular,  was  referred  to,  as  announcing 
that  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  which  resolved  on  the  de^ 
thronement  of  Napoleon,  should  not  bind  the  British 
government  to  insist  upon  the  restoration  of  the  Bour- 
bon family  as  an  indispensable  condition  of  peace. 
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TlMwe  who  urged  tliis  objeedoii  did  not,  or  would 
not,  consider  the  nature  of  the  treaty  which  this  ex- 
planatory dause  referred  to.  That  treaty  of  Vienna 
had  for  its  express  object  the  restoration  of  Louis 
XVIII.,  and  the  Prince  Regent  adhered  to  it  inlh 
the  same  purpose  of  making  eyery  exertion  for  bring- 
ing about  that  event.  The  restrictive  clause  was  only 
introduced,  because  his  Royal  Highness  did  not  in- 
tend to  bind  himself  to  make  that  restoration  alone 
the  cause  of  continuing  the  war  to  extremity.  Many 
things  might  have  happened  to  render  an  absolute 
engagement  of  this  nature  highly  inexpedient ;  but 
rince  none  of  these  did  happen,  and  since  the  re-esta- 
Uishment  of  the  throne  of  the  Bourbons  was,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  victory  of  Waterloo,  a  measure 
which  could  be  easily  accomplished,  it  necessarily 
followed  that  it  wets  to  be  accomplished  according 
to  the  tenor  of  the  treaty  of  Vienna. 

But,  even  had  the  Sovereigns  positively  announ* 
ced  in  their  manifestos,  diat  the  will  of  the  French 
people  should  be  consulted  exclusively,  what  right 
had  the  Legislative  Body,  assembled  by  Buonaparte, 
to  assume  the  character  of  the  French  people?  Th^ 
had  neither  weight  nor  influence  with  any  party  in 
the  state,  except  by  the  momentary  possession  of  an 
authority,  which  was  hardly  acknowledged  on  any 
side.  The  (act,  that  Napoleon's  power  had  ceased  to 
exist,  did  not  legitimate  them.  On  the  contrary^ 
flowing  from  his  commission,  it  must  be  held  as  ha- 
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ving  fiiUen  with  fais  authority.  They  were  either  the 
Chambers  smnHioned  by  Napoleon,  and  bound  to 
him  as  far  as  oaths  and  professions  coaM  bind  them, 
0t  they  were  a  body  without  any  pretenrion  whatever 
to  a  political  character. 

La  Fayette,  indeed,  contended  that  the  present 
Representatives  of  France  stood  in  the  same  situation 
as  the  Convention  Parliaments  of  England,  and  the 
army  encamped  in  Hounslow-heath,  at  the  time  of 
the  English  Revolution.  To  have  rendered  this  pa- 
rallel apt,  it  required  all  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
justice  which  attended  the  great  event  of  1688.  The 
French  should  have  been  able  to  vindicate  the  rea- 
son of  their  proceedings  by  the  aggressions  of  their 
exiled  Monarch,  and  by  the  will  of  the  nation  gene- 
rally, nay,  almost  unanimously,  expressed  in  conse- 
quence thereof.  But  the  English  history  did  afford 
one  example  of  an  assembly,  exactly  resembling  their 
own,  in  absence  of  right,  and  exuberance  of  preten- 
sion; and  that  precedent  existed  when  the  Rump 
Parliament  contrived  to  shuffle  the  cards  out  of  the 
hands  of  Richard  Cromwell,  as  the  Provisional  Com- 
missioners  at  Paris  were  endeavouring  by  legerde- 
main to  convey  the  authority  from  Napoleon  II. 
This  Rump  Parliament  also  sat  for  a  little  time  as  a 
government,  and  endeavoured  to  settle  the  constitu- 
tion upon  their  own  plan,  in  despite  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  England,  who  were  longing  for  the  restoration 
pf  their  lawfiil  Monarch ;  as  speedilv  was  shown  to  be 
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ihe  case)  when  Monk,  with  «n  armed  foice,  appeaored 
to  protect  them  in  the  dedaratioa  of  their  real  aenti- 
ments*  This  was  the  most  exact  parallel  afforded  by 
English  history  to  the  situation  of  the  FroTisional 
Commissioners  of  France ;  and  both  they  and  the 
Rump  Parliament,  being  equally  intrusive  occupants 
of  the  supreme  authorily,  were  alike  deprived  of  it 
by  the  return  of  the  legitimate  monarch. 

While  the  allied  powers  were  thus  desirous  that 
the  Ki^g  of  France  should  obtain  possession  of  a 
throne  which  he  had  never  forfeitOjd,  they,  and  £n^ 
land  in  particular,  saw  at  once  the  justice  and  the  po- 
ll^ of  securing  to  France  every  accession  of  weU*re- 
gulated  freedom,  which  she  had  obtained  by  and 
through  the  Revolution,  as  well  as  such  additional  im- 
provements upon  her  constitution  as  experience  had 
shown  to  be  desirable.  These  were  pointed  out  and 
stipulated  for  by  the  celebrated  Fouche,  who,  on  this 
occasion,  did  much  service  to  his  country.  Yet  he 
struggled  hard,  that  while  the  King  acknowledged, 
which  he  was  ready  to  do,  the  several  advantages, 
both  in  point  of  puUic  feeUng  and  public  advantage, 
which  France  had  derived  from  the  Revolution,  the 
Sovereign  ahould  make  some  steps  to  ad^nowledge 
the  Revolution  itself  He  contended  for  the  three- 
coloured  banners  being  adopted,  as  a  matter  of  the 
last  importance  ;•— in  that  somewhat  resemblmg  the 
Arch-fiend  in  the  legends  of  necromancy,  who,  when 
the  unhappy  persons  with  whom  he  deals  dedine  to 
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make  over  their  souls  and  bodies  according  to  bis 
first  request,  is  humble  enough  to  ask  and  accept  the 
most  petty  sacrifices— -the  paring  of  the  nails,  or  a 
single  lock  of  hair,  providing  it  is  oflered  in  symbol 
of  homage  and  devotion.  But  Louis  XVIII.  was 
not  thus  to  be  drawn  into  an  incidental  and  equivo- 
cal homologation,  as  civilians  term  it,  of  all  the  wild 
work  of  a  period  so  horrible,  which  must  have  been 
by  implication  a  species  of  ratification  even  of  the 
death  of  his  innocent  and  murdered  brother.  To 
preserve  and  cherish  the  good  which  had  flowed  from 
the  Revolution,  was  a  very  di£Perent  thing  fiom  a 
ratification  of  the  Revolution  itself.  A  tempest  may 
cast  rich  treasures  upon  the  beach,  a  tornado  may 
clear  the  air ;  but  while  these  benefits  are  suitably 
prized  and  enjoyed,  it  is  surely  not  requisite  that, 
like  ignorant  Indians,  we  should  worship  the  wild 
surge,  and  erect  altars  to  the  howling  of  the  wind. 

The  King  of  France  having  steadily  refused  all 
proposals  which  went  to  assign  to  the  government  an 
authority  founded  on  the  Revolution,  the  constitution 
of  France  is  to  be  recognised  as  that  of  a  hereditary 
monarchy,  limited  by  the  Royal  Charter,  and  by  the 
principles  of  freedom.  It  thus  affords  to  the  other 
existing  monarchies  of  Europe  a  guarantee  against 
sudden  and  dangerous  commotion ;  while  in  favour  of 
the  subject,  it  extends  all  the  necessary  checks  against 
arbitrary  sway,  and  all  the  suitable  provisions  for  ame- 
liorating and  extending  the  advantages  of  liberal  in- 
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stitfitions,  as  opportunity  shall  oiler,  and  the  expand- 
ing light  of  inibraiation  shall  leoommend. 

The  allies,  though  their  treaty  with  Franee  was  not 
made  in  the  samehumour  of  romantic  generosity  which 
dictated  that  of  1 814,  insisted  upon  no  articles  which 
could  be  conridered  as  dishonourable  to  that  nadon. 
The  disjoining  from  her  empire  three  or  four  border 
fortresses  was  stipulated,  in  order  to  render  a  rapid 
and  favourable  invasion  of  Germany  or  the  Nether- 
lands more  difficult  in  future.  Lai^  sums  of  money 
were  also  exacted  in  recompense  of  the  heavy  ex- 
penses of  the  allies ;  but  they  were  not  beyond  what 
the  wealth  of  France  could  readily  discharge.  A 
part  of  her  fortresses  were  also  detained  by  the  alHes 
as  a  species  of  pledge  for  the  peaceable  behaviour  of 
the  kingdom ;  but  these  were  to  be  restored  after  a 
season,  and  the  armies  of  Europe,  which  for  a  time  re- 
mained within  the  French  territories,  were  at  the  same 
period  to  be  withdrawn.  Finally,  that  splendid  Mu- 
seum, which  the  right  of  conquest  had  collected  by  the 
stripping  of  so  many  states,  was  transferred  by  the 
same  right  of  conquest,  not  to  those  of  the  allies  who 
bad  great  armies  in  the  field,  but  to  the  poor  and 
small  states,  who  had  resigned  their  property  to  the 
French  under  the  influence  of  terror,  and  received 
it  back  from  the  Confederates  with  wonder  and  gra- 
titude. 

These  drcomstances  were  indeed  galling  to  France 
for  the  moment;  but  they  were  the  necessary  conse- 
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quence  of  the  positioii  in  whidi,  perhaps  r»lher  pi9- 
siyely  than  actively,  she  had  been  placed  by  die  Re^ 
volution  of  the  HiuiA!ed  Days.  All  the  propheaiea  - 
which  had  been  drcuUted  to  animate  the  people 
against  the  allies,  of  their  seeking  selfish  and  vinAc* 
tive  objects,  or  endeavouring  to  destroy  the  high  na- 
tional rank  which  that  fair  kingdom  ought  to  hold  in 
Europe,  were  proved  to  be  utt^lyfaUadous.  Theeoa- 
quered  provinces,  as  they  are  called,  the  aequisia<»a 
of  Loids  XV.,  were  not  rent  from  the  French  et^ 
pire — ^their  colonies  were  left  as  at  the  peace  ef  Paris* 
The  English  did  not  impose  on  them  an  unfavomr- 
able  treaty  of  comm^oe,  which  Napoleon  affirmed 
was  their  design,  and  the  omission  to  insist  on  whidk 
he  afterwards  considered  as  a  culpable  neglect  of  Bri- 
tish  interests  by  the  English  ministers.  France  was 
left,  as  she  ought  to  be,  altogether  independent,  and 
splendidly  powerftil. 

Neither  were  the  predictions  concerning  the  stabi- 
lity of  the  new  royal  government  less  false  than  had 
been  the  vaticinations  respecting  the  purposes  of  the 
allies.  Numbers  prophemed  the  downfall  of  the  Bour* 
bon  dynasty.  It  was  with  difficulty  that  the  politicrii 
augurs  would  aUow  that  it  might  last  as  long  as  the  life 
of  Louis  XY III.  He  now  jsleeps  with  his  fathers;  and 
his  successor,  generally  bdoved  for  Ins  courteous 
manners,  and  respected  for  his  integrity  and  honour^ 
reigns  over  a  free  and  flourishing  people.  Time, 
that  grand  pacificator,  ia  daily  abating  the  ranoour  of 
11 
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party,  and  remo?iiig  from  the  scene  those  of  all  sides,' 
who,  unaccustomed  to  the  general  and  impartial  ex- 
ercise of  the  laws,  were  ready  to  improve  every  ad- 
vantage, and  debate  every  political  question,  swoid* 
in  hand,  or,  as  they  themselves  express  it^  par  vaie  dm 
fn%t.  The  guarantee  for  the  permanence  of  their 
freedom,  is  the  only  subject  on  which  reasonable 
Frendimen  of  the  present  day  ave  anxious*  We 
trust  there  is  no  occasion  for  their  solicitude.  Fatal 
indeed  would  be  the  advice  which  should  induce 
the  Frmich  government  to  give  the  slightest  subject 
for  just  ocmipkdnts.  The  ultra  Royalist,  the  Ja-^ 
cobin  enrag^j  are  gradually  cooled  by  age,  or  fate 
has  removed  them  from  the  scene.  Those  who  suc- 
ceed, having  never  seen  the  sword  drawn,  will  be  less 
apt  to  hurry  into  civil  strife ;  and  the  able  and  ^elUn- 
tentioned  on  either  side,  while  they  find  room  in  the 
Chambers  for  expressing  thdbr  difference  of  opinion, 
will  acquire  the  habit  of  enduring  contradiction  with 
candour  and  good  humour,  and  be  led  to  entertain 
the  wholesome  doubt,  whether,  in  the  imperfect  state 
of  the  human  intellect,  it  is  possible  for  one  class  of 
statesmen  to  be  absolutely  and  uniformly  right,  and 
their  opponents,  in  all  instances,  decidedly  wrong. 
The  French  will  learn  that  it  is  from  freedom  of  debate 
t — ^from  an  appeal  not  to  the  arms,  but  to  the  under- 
istandings  of  the  people— by  the  collision  of  intellect, 
not  the  strife  of  brutal  violence,  that  the  political  ia* 
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•litnlumiof  ihiatBgemouipecq^lea^  to  be 

improTed. 

The  aqmrions  of  Franee  after  glory  in  the  field, 
had  beea  iadolged,  during  the  period  of  which  we 
have  treated,  dreadfully  for  other  eountries,  and  ihm 
requital  to  heraelf  was  sufficiently  fearfoL    A  sen^ 
timent  friendly  to  peace  and  good  order  hag  ai  late 
years  ^tinguished  even  those  two  nations,  which, 
by  a  rash  and  wicked  expression,  have  been  some- 
times termed  natural  enemies.    The  enlaced  ideas 
of  commerce,  as  they  spread  wider,  and  become  bet- 
ter understood,  will  a£brd,  perhaps,  the  strongest  and 
most  irresistible  motiye  for  amicable  intercourse,—- 
that,  namely,  which  arises  from  mutual  adrantage  ; 
for  commerce  keeps  paoe  with  dviliaatbn,  and  a 
nation,  as  it  becomes  wealthy  from  its  own  industry, 
acquires  more  and  more  a  taste  for  the  cony^uenoes 
and  luxuries,  which  are  the  produce  of  the  soil,  or 
of  the  industry,  of  other  countries.  Britain,  of  whom 
all  that  was  selfish  was  expected  and  predicated  by 
Napoleon  and  bis  friends-^Britain,  who  was  said  to 
meditate  enchaining  France  by  a  commercial  treaty, 
(which  would  haye  rumed  her  own  manufactures,) 
has,  by  opening  her  ports  to  the  manufactures  of  her 
n^ghbour,  had  the  honour  to  lead  the  way  in  a  new 
and  more  honourable  species  of  traffic,  which  has 
in  some  degree  the  property  ascribed  by  the  poet  to 

It  blesseth  him  who  givei,  and  him  who  tskes. 
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To  the  eye  of  a  stranger,  the  number  of  new 
builduigs  established  in  Paris,  and  indeed  thaough- 
out  France,  are  indications  of  capital  and  enterprise, 
of  a  nature  much  more  satis&ctory  than  the  splendid 
but  half- finished  public  edifices,  which  Napoleon 
so  hastily  undertook,  and  so  often  left  in  an  incom* 
plete  state.  The  general  improvement  of  ideas  may 
be  also  distiacdy  remarked,  on  compariiv  the  French 
people  of  1815  and  1 8S6,  and  observing  the  gradual 
extinction  of  long-cherished  prejudices,  and  the  no 
less  gradual  improvemwt  and  enlargement  of  ideas. 
This  state  of  advancement  cannot,  indeed,  be  r^;u- 
lar— it  must  have  its  ebbs  and  flows.  But.  on  the 
whole,  there  seems  more  reason  than  at  $»y  former 
period  of  the  world,  for  hoping  that  there  will  be  a 
general  peace  of  some  lengthened  endurance ;  and 
that  Britain  and  France,  in  particular,  will  satisfy 
themselves  with  enjoying  in  reooUecttcni  the  laurels 
eadi  country  has  won  in  the  field,  and  be  content* 
ed  to  struggle  for  the  palm  of  national  superiority 
by  the  arts  of  peaceful  and  civilized  industry. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

DuposUUm  of^ihe  British  Fleet  along  the  Western  Coast  of 
France,  in  order  to  pretjent  Buonaparte's  Escape. — TheBel^ 
lerophon  appointed  to  the  Station  ojf  Roche/art. — Orders  tin- 
der  which  Captain  MaitUmd  acted, — Plans  agitated/or  Na^ 
poleon's  Escape. — Circumstances  which  show  that  his  sur^ 
render,  if  made,  could  not  he  a  matter  of  choice, — 6na«ary 
and  Las  Cases  open  a  Negotiation  with  Captain  Maitland-^ 
Captain  Maitland's  Account  of  what  passed  at  their  Inter'* 
vienk^—Las  Cases'  Account — The  two  Statements  compared, 
and  preference  given  to  Captain  Maitlanets. — Napoleon's 
Letter  to  the  Prince  Begent — He  surrenders  himself  on 
board  the  Bellerophon,  on  15th  July. — His  Behaviour  du* 
ring  the  passage, — His  arrival  off  Torhay — off  Plymouth. 
'■-^Great  curiosity  prevails  among  the  English  People  to  see 
him.-'AU  approach  to  the  Ship  Prohibited.^FhuU  deter- 
mination of  the  English  Government  that  Buonaparte  shall 
be  sent  to  St  Helena,  communicated  to  him — His  Protest 
und  Remonstrances  against  it 

Our  history,  returns  to  its  principal  object.  Buo^- 
naparte  arrived  at  Rochefort  upon  the  3d  July ;  so 
short  had  been  the  space  between  the  bloody  cast  of 
the  die  at  Waterloo,  and  his  finding  himself  an  exile. 
Yet  even  this  brief  space  of  fifteen  days  had  made 
his  retreat  difficult,  if  not  impracticable.  Means, 
indeed,  were  provided  for  his  transportation.  The 
two  French  frigates,  the  Saale  and  the  Medusa,  to« 
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geiher  with  the  BalUidi^re,  a  corvette,  and  the 
£pervier,  a  large  brig,  waited  Buonaparte's  pre- 
sence, and  orders  to  sail  for  America  from  their  sta^ 
ticm  under  the  Isle  d'Aix.  Bat,  as  Napoleon  himself 
aatd  ahortly  afterwards,  wherever  there  was  water  to 
ewimaship,  there  he  was  sure  to  find  the  British 


The  neiTs  of  the  defeat  at  Waterloo  had  been  the 
flignal  to  the  Admiralty  to  corer  the  western  coast  of 
France  with  cruisers,  in^^rder  to  prevent  the  possi- 
bility of  Napoleon'^s  escaping  by  sea  from  any  of  the 
ports  itt  that  direction.  Admiral  Lord  Keith,  an  of- 
ficer of  great  experience  and  activity,  then  command* 
er-m-chief .  of  the  Channel  fleet,  had  made  a  most 
ju^dous  disposition  of  the  fleet  under  hip  command, 
by  Btatkming  an  inner  line  of  cruisers,  of  various  de* 
eeriptions,  off  the  principal  ports  between  Brest  and 
Bayonne,  with  an  exterior  line,  necessarily  more 
widely  extended,  betwixt  Ush^mt  and  Cape  Fini- 
aterse*  The  commanders  of  these  vessels  had  the 
fitrictest  orders  to  suffer  no  vessel  to  pass  unexami- 
ned. No  less  than  thirty  ships  (^  difi*er^t  descrip- 
tions maintiuned  this  blockade.  According  to  this 
arrangement,  the  British  line-<if-battle  ship,  the  Bel- 
lerophon,  cruhsed  off  Roc^efbrt,  with  the  occasional 
assifitance  of  the  Slaney,  the  Phcebe,  and  other  sn^all 
vessel^  sometimes  present,  and  sometimes  detached, 
as  the  service  might  require  Captain  Maitland,  who 
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commanded  the  Bellerophon,  is  a  man  of  liigh  dui^ 
racter  in  hb  profeBsioD,  of  birtli,  of  fbrnneM  of  mind^ 
and  cflhe  most  indisputaUe  honour.  ItisnccfMary 
to  mention  these  drcumstaacea,  became  the  natimal 
character  of  Enjo^d  herself  is  deeply  eonosmed 
and  identified  with  that  of  Captain  Maidand,  in  the 
narratiye  which  follows. 

The  several  oiders  under  whidi  tUa  ofioer  acted, 
expressed  the  utmost  anxiety  about  interceptiBg 
Buonapiurte^s  flight,  and  canyassed.  the  diAreut  |nK>- 
babilities  conceniing  its  direction.  His  attentiott 
was  at  a  later  date  particularly  directed  tD4fae  fii* 
gates  in  Aix  Roads,  and  the  report  concerning  their 
destination.  Admiral  Hotham  writes  to  Captain 
Maitlaad,  8di  July  1815,  the  following  order  :«i^ 

<<  The  Lords  Conunissioners  of  the  Admiralty 
iiaving  every  reason  to  belieye  that  Napoleon  Boo* 
naparte  meditates  his  escape,  with  hia  family,  from 
France  to  America,  you  are  hereby  required  and  di* 
lected,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  their  Lorddiipa, 
signified  to  me  by  Admiral  the  Right  Honomndde 
Viscount  Keith,  to  keep  the  most  vigilant  look-out, 
for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  him ;  and  to  make 
the  strictest  search  of  any  yessd  you  may  fidi  in 
with ;  and  if  you  should  be  so  fortunate  m  to  inter« 
cept  him,  you  are  to  transfer  him  and  his  fintty  to 
ihe  ship  you  command,  and,  there  keeping  him  in 
careftil  custody,  return  to  the  nearest  port  in  £ng» 
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lud  (going  into  Tortey  in  prefeienoe  to  Plymoolh,) 
with  eU  possible  expedition ;  and,  on  your  amTEl^ 
you  are  not  to  permit  any  eommunieation  whatever 
with  the  shore,  except  as  herem  after  Erected ;  and 
you  will  be  held  responsible  for  keying  the  whote 
tiansactbn  a  profound  secrat,  until  you  recttTO  their 
LoKd8hips\fhrther  orders. 

^'  In  case  you  should  aaive  at  a  port  where  there 
is  a  flag-officer,  you  are  to  send  to  acquaint  him  with 
the  drcumstanceS)  strictly  charging  the  e&catf  sent 
on  ahore  with  your  letter,  not  to  divulge  its  ooor 
tents;  and  if  there  should  be  no  flag-efficer  at  the 
port  where  you  arrive,  you  are  to  send  one  letter  eK- 
^resi  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiialty,  aild  another 
to  Admiral  Lord  Keith,  with  strict  iq)UDCtionB  of 
aecre<^  to  eadi  officer  who  may  be  the  bearer  of 
tfa^n*^ 

We  give  these  orders  at  fiill  length,  to  show  that 
Ouj  left  Captain  Maitland  no  authority  to  make 
PBpditiflBs  or  stspulatione  of  mirrender»  or  to  treat 
Napoleon  otherwise  than  as  an  ordinary  priscmer  of 


Captain  Maithmd  proceeded  to  txjttialte  all  the 
vigilanoe  whidi  an  occasion  so  interesting  diemand* 
cd;  and  it  was  soon  evident,  that  the  presence  of  the 
Bdtnophon  was  an  absriute  bar  to  Napdeon^s  es* 
cape  ^r  means  of  the  fiigates)  unless  it  should  be  at- 
tempted  by  open  forca  In  this  latter  case,  the  British 
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bdkser  h«d  fiMrmed  his  plan  of  bearing  down  upon  and 
^raUing  the  one  vessel,  and  tfatowing  on  board  of 
ber  a  hundred  men  selected  for  the  purpose,  whHe 
the  Bellerophon  set  sail  with  all  speed  in  pursuit  of 
her  consort,  and  thus  made  sure  of  both.  He  had  also 
two  small  vessels/the  Slaney  and  Phoebe,  which  he 
could  attach  to  the  pursuit  of  the  frigate,  so  as  at 
least  to  keep  her  in  view.  This  plan  might  have 
fUiled  by  accident,  but  it  was  so  judiciously  laid  as 
to  have  every  chance  of  being  successful ;  and  it 
seems  that  Napoleon  received  no  enoouraganent 
from  the  commanders  of  the  frigates  to  try  the  event 
of  a  fordble  escape. 

The  scheme  of  a  secret  flight  was  next  meditated. 
A  chasse^mai^e,  a  peculiar  species  of  vessel,  used  only 
in  the  coasting  trade,  was  to  be  fitted  up  and  man* 
ned  with  young  probationers  of  the  navy,  equivalent 
to  our  midshipmen.  This,  it  was  thought,  might 
elude  the  vigilance  of  such  British  cruisers  as  were 
in  shore ;  but  then  it  must  have  been  a  suspicious 
object  at  sea,  and  the  possibility  of  its  being  aUe  to 
make  the  voyage  to  America,  was  considered  as  jhw- 
carious.  A  Danish  corvette  was  next  purchased,  and 
as,  in  leaving  the  harbour,  it  was  certain  she  would 
be  brought  to  and  examined  by  the  English,  a  place 
of  concealment  was  contrived,  being  a  cask  supplied 
with  air-tubes,  to  be  stowed  in  the  hold  of  the  ves« 
sel,  in  which  it  was  intended  Napoleon  should  lie 
concealed.    But  the  extreme  rigour  with  which  the 
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searck  was  likely  to  be  prosecuted,  and  the  oorpuleaoe 
of  Buonaparte,  iifaieh  would  not  permit  him  to  re* 
JBttn  long  in  a  close  or  constrained  poaiti<»D,  made 
them  lay  aside  this  as^  well  as  other  hopeless  contri- 
▼ances. 

There  were  undoubtedly  at  this  time  many  pro* 
posals  made  to  the  £x-£mperor  by  the  army,  who, 
compelled  to  retreat  behind  the  Loire,  were  stiU  ani- 
mated by  a  thirst  of  revenge,  and  a  sense  of  injured 
honour.  There  is  no  doubt  that  they  would  have 
leceived  Napoleon  with  acclamation ;  but  if  he  could 
not,  or  would  not,  pursue  a  course  so  desperate  in 
1814,  when  he  had  still  a  considerable  army,  and  a 
respectable  extent  of  territory  remaining,  it  must  have 
seemed  much  more  ineligible  in  1815,  when  his  num- 
bers were  so  much  more  disproportioned  than  they 
had  foimerly  been,  and  when  his  best  generals  had 
embraced  the  cause  of  the  Bourbons,  or  fled  out  of 
France,  Napoleon'^s  condition,  had  he  embraced  this 
Alternative^  would  have  been  that  of  the  chief  of  a 
Toving  tribe  of  warriors  struggling  for  eaustenoe,  with 
«qual  misery  to  themselves  and  the  countries  through 
which  they  wandered,  until  at  length  broken  down 
and  destroyed  by  superior  force. 

Rgecting  this  expedient,  the  only  alternative 
wludi  remained  was  to  surrender  his  person,  either 
to  the  allied  powers  as  a  body,  or  to  any  one  of 
them  in  particular.    The  former  course  would  have 
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be»  difficulty  unless  Napoleon  had  adopted  the 
idea  of  vesortiag  to  it  earii«,  whieb,  in  tlw  vkir  of 
Ua  escape  by  sea,  be  had  omitted  to  do.  Neitherliad 
he  tin»  to  negotiate  with  any  of  the  alHed  sorereigne^ 
or  of  travellbg  back  to  Paris  for  the  purpose,  widi 
any  chance  of  personal  safisty,  for  the  Rofafists  were 
now  erery where  holding  die  ascoidency,  and  meie 
than  one  of  his  generals  had  been  attadced  and  kitted 
by  them. 

He  wae  cooped  up,  therefiire,  in  Rochefert^  al«- 
though  the  white  flag  was  abeady  ihaat  to  be 
hoisted  there,  and  the  commandant  respectfiilty  hintN 
ed  the  necessity  of  his  departure.  It  must  have  been 
anticipated  by  Napoleon,  that  he  asight  be  socm  d»^ 
priTed  of  the  cover  of  the  batteries  of  the  Isle  of  Ai& 
The  iact  is,  (though  we  believe  not  generally  known,) 
Uiat  m  the  Idth  July,  Lord  Castlereagh  wrote  to 
Admiral  Sir  Henry  Hotham,  commanding  off  Cape 
f^isterre,  suggesting  to  him  the  propriety  of  alh 
tacking,  with  a  part  of  his  foine,  the  two  frigates  in 
the  roads  of  die  Isle  d'Aix,  having  first  informed  the 
commandant  that  they  did  so  in  the  capacity  irf^alltes 
of  the  King  of  France,  and  phdng  it  upon  hia  respoi»- 
sibility  if  he  fired  on  them  from  the  batteries.  Napo^ 
lebn  could  not  indeed  know  for  certain  that  such  a 
phin  was  actually  in  ^dstence,  and  about  to  be  at^ 
tempted,  but  yet  must  have  been  aware  of  its  proba^ 
faihty,  when  the  Royalist  party  were  becoming  evecy^ 
where  superior,  and  their  emblems  were  assumed  in 
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the  neighbouriDg  town  of  Bodbelle*  It  is,  ther^fiM, 
in  vain  to  state  BuonafUDrte^s  subsequsnt  condnet,  as 
a  yduntary  eonfidence  repoeed  by  bimia  die  honour 
of  EngUuid.  H^  was  precisely  in  the  ccmdition  of  the 
commandant  of  a  besieged  town,  who  has  the  dioiee 
oC  Bunrendmng,  or  encountering  the  risks  of  a  stonn. 
Nether  was  it  open  for  him  to  contend,  Ibat  he  ae- 
leeted  the  British,  out  of  all  the  otbor  al&ed  powevi, 
widi  whom  to  treat  upon  this  occasion.  Like  the 
aHnmaBdant  in  the  case  above  supposed,  he  was  nn- 
,der  the  necesrity  of  surrendering  to  those  who  irate 
the  immediate  beriegers,  and  therefore  he  was  com- 
pelled to  apply  for  tenm  of  safety  to  lam  who  alone 
possessed  die  direct  power  of  grantii^  it,  Aat  is,  io 
GafNAin  Frederick  Maitland,  of  the  fidlen^hoa* 

Napoleon  opened  a  commumcafcion  with  this  officer 
on  the  10th  July,  by  two  of  his  attendant^  Geneesl 
Savary  and  Count  Las  Cases,  under  pretence  of  in- 
qdring  about  a  safe-cenduct ;  a  passport  which  Na- 
poleon pretended  to  aspect  from  England,  and  which, 
he  said,  had  been  promised  to  him,  wilhoiit  stating 
by  whom.  Under  this  round  assertion,  for  whidi 
there  was  not  the  slightest  grounds,  Messrs  Savary 
and  Las  Cases  desired  to  know,  whether  Captain 
Maidand  would  permit  die  frigates  to  sail  with  him 
uninterrupted,  or  at  lea^  give  him  leave  to  pro- 
ceed in  a  neutral  ves&eL  Captain  Maidand,  with- 
out hesitation,  declared  that  he  would  not  permit 
any  armed  vessel  to  put  to  sea  from  the  port  of 
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Rochefbrt.  ^'  It  was  equally  out  of  his  power,''* 
he  Mated,  ^^  to  allow  the  £mperor  to  proc^eed  in  a 
neatrat  venel»  without  the  sanction  of  Admind 
Hothani,  his  commanding  officer.'^  He  offered  to 
wirite  to  that  officer,  however,  Bnd  the  French  gentle- 
men having  assented,  he  wrote,  in  their  presence, 
to  the  Admiral,  announcing  the  communication  he 
.  had  received,  and  requesting  orders  for  his  guidance. 
•  This  was  all  but  a  prelude  to  the  real  subject  df  ne- 
gotiation. The  Duke  of  Rovigo  (Savary)  and  Count 
Las  Cases  remained  two  or  three  hours  on  board, 
-and  said  all  they  could  to  impress  Captain  Maitland 
Yfiih  the  idea,  that  Napoleon's  retirement  was  a  mat- 
:«er-6f  choice,  not  of  compulsion,  and  that  it  was  the 
interest  of  Britain  to  consent  to  his  going  to  A^neri- 
^ca ;  a  measure,  they  said,  which  was  solely  dictated 
to  him  by  humanity,  and  a  desire  to  save  human 
blood.  Captain  Maitland  asked  the  natural  ques- 
tion, which  we  give  in  his  own  words : 

*^  *  Supposing  the  British  govemmoit  Akoold  be 
induced  to  grant  a  passport  for  Buonaparte's  going 
to  America,  what  pledge  could  he  give  that  he  would 
not  return,  and  put  England,  as  well  as  all  Eurqpe, 
to  the  same  expense  of  blood  and  treasure  that  has 
just  been  incurred  ?' 

^^  General  Savary  made  the  following  reply  :— 
>  When  the  Emperor  first  abdicated  the  throne  of 
iFrance,  his  removal  was  brought  about  by  a  facticm, 
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at  the  head  of  which  was  Talleyrand,  ami  tlie  ia^hse 
of  the  nation  was  not  consulted :  but  in  the  present 
instance  he  has  voluntarily  resigned  the  power.  The 
influence  he  once  had  over  the  French  people  is  past ; 
a  very  considerable  change  has  taken  place  in  their 
sentiments  towards  him,  since  lie  went  to  Elba; 
and  he  could  never  regain  the  power  he  had  over 
their  minds ;  therefore,  he  would  pr^sr  retiring  in^ 
to  obscurity,  where  he  might  end  his  days  in  peace 
and  tranquillity;  and  were  he  solidted  to  ascend 
the  throne  again^  he  would  decline  it.^ 

<<  <  If  that  is  the*  case,'  said  Captain  Maitland, 
^  why  not  ask  an  asylum  in  Englimd  ?**  Savary  an-^ 
swered,  ^  Thete  are  many  a^asons  for  his  not  wish- 
ing to  reside  in  £kigland ;  the  climate  is  too  damp 
and  cold ;  it  is  too  near  France ;  he  would  be,  as  it 
were,  in  the  centre  of  every  change  and  revdutioii 
that  might  take  place  there,  and  would  be  subject  to 
suspicion ;  he  has  heea  accustomed  to  consider  the 
English  as  his  most  inveterate  enemies,  and  they 
have  been  induced  to  look  upon  him  as  a  monster, 
without  one  of  the  virtues  of  a  human  being/  ^ 

Captain  Knight  of  the  Falmouth  was  present  du^ 
ring  the  whole  of  this  omversatbn,  from  which  Cap- . 
tain  Maitland,  like  an  able  diplomatist,  drew  a  con* 
elusion  respecting  the  affairs  of  Napoleon,  exactly 
opposite  from  that  which  they  endeavoured  to  im- 
press upon  him,  and  concluded  that  he  must  be  in 
extremity. 
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On  tbe  14fth  July,  Count  Las  Cases  agtm  emie 
on  boaid  the  BeUerephon^  How  attended  by  General 
Count  L' AUemawd.  Thepratextofthevisitiras,  to 
kam  whether  Captain  Maithnd  had  received  any 
answer  firom  the  admiiaL  Captain  Maithmd  obsep- 
▼ed,  die  visit  on  that  account  was  unnecessary,  as 
he  would  have  forwarded  the  answer  so  soon  as  recei- 
ved; and  added,  he  did  not  approve  of  frequent 
eommunieation  by  flags  of  tmce ;  thus  repelling  ra- 
ther than  ihvitbg  them.  The  conference  was  resu- 
med after  breakfast.  Captain  Maitland  having,  in  the 
mean  time,  seat  fior  Ciqitain  Sartorius  ci  the  Slaney, 
tebe  witness  of  what  passed.  In  this  most  important 
conference,  we  hold  it  unjust  to  Captain  Maitland  to 
use  any  other  words  than  his  own,  copied  from  his 
Journal,  the  origmal  of  which  we  have  oursdves  had 
the  advantage  of  seeing : 

<^  When  breakfiMt  was  over,  we  retued  to  the 
after-cabin.  Count  Las  Cases  then  said,  <  The 
Emperor  is  so  anxious  to  spate  the  furthjsr  eiusion 
of  human  Uood,  that  he  will  pfoceed  to  Ammca  in 
any  way  the  Britidi  govemm^t  chooses  to  sanction, 
dther  in  a  French  ship  of  war,  a  vessel  armed  en 
Jifrie^  a  merchant  vessel,  or  even  in  a  British  ship  of 
war.'  To  this  I  answered,  ^  I  have  no  authority  to 
agree  to  any  arrangement  of  that  sort,  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve my  government  would  consent  to  it ;  but  I 
think  I  may  venture  to  receive  him  into  this  ship, 
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and  oonrey  him  to  England :  ^  however ^^  I  added, 
^headapteffiaijdanjlcannoienierinioai^pfvnme, 
asio  ike  reception  he  ma^  meet  wUh^  as,  evening 
case  I  have  mentioned,  I  shciU  be  acting  on  my  own 
reaponsibillihf,  and  camnot  be  sure  that  it  would  meet 
wiih  the  approbation  ofAe  British  g&oemmmt^ 

^^  There  waa  a  great  deal  of  conversatioii  on  this 
siilgect,  in  the  course  of  which  Lucien  Baonaparte^s 
name  was  mentioned,  and  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  liyed  in  England  alluded  to ;  but  I  invaiiaUy 
assured  Las  Cases  most  explicitly,  that  I  had  no 
authority  to  Tpake  conditions  of  any  sort,  as  to  Na- 
poIeon'*8  reception  in  England.  In  fact,  I  could  not 
haTe  done  otherwise,  since,  with  the  excepdon  of  the 
order,  [inserted  at  page  54^]  I  had  no  instructions  ttut 
my  guidance^  and  was,  of  course,  in  total  ignorance 
of  the  intendon  of  his  Majesty^s  ministers  as  to  his 
future  disposal  One  of  the  last  obserradons  Las 
Cases  made,  before  quitting  the  ship,  was,  ^  Under 
dl  drcumstances,  I  haye  little  doubt  that  you  will 
see  the  Emperor  on  board  the  Bellerophon  f  and, 
in  fiict,  Buonaparte  must  have  determined  on  that 
step  before  Las  Cases  came  on  board,  as  his  letter 
to  his  Boyal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  is  da- 
ted the  ISth  of  July,  the  day  before  this  con  versa* 
don."* 

The  Count  Las  Cases  gives  nearly  a  similar  de* 
tail  of  drcumstances,  with  a  colouring  which  is  ex- 
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aggerated,  and  an  arrangement  of  dates  which  is  cer^ 
tainly  inaccurate.  It  must  be  also  noticed  that  Count 
Las  Cases  dissembled  his  acquaintance  with  the  Eng- 
lish language ;  and  therefore,  if  any  mistake  had  oc« 
curred  betwixt  him  and  Captain  Maitland,  who  spoke 
French  with  difficulty,  he  had  himself  so  far  to 
blame  for  it*  Of  the  visit  on  board  the  Bellerophon 
on  the  10th,  after  giying  the  same  statement  as  Cap- 
tun  Maitland,  concerning  the  application  for  the 
passports,  the  Count  states,  *'  It  was  su^ested  to 
us  to  go  to  England,  and  we  were  assured  we  had 
no  room  to  fear  any  bad  treatment^^*  . 

On  the  14th,  being  the  date  of  his  second  visit, 
he  states  that  there  was  a  repetition  of  theinvitation 
to  England,  add  the  terms  on  which  it  was  recom- 
mended. *'  Captain  Maitland,^  he  says,  ^'  told 
him,  that  if  the  Emperor  chose  immediately  to  em- 
bark, he  had  authority  to  receive  him  on  board, 
and^conduct  him  to  Englaild.^'  This  is  so  express-* 
ed,  as  to  lead  the  reader  to  believe  that  Captain 
Maitland  spoke  to  the  Count  of  some  new  directions 
or  orders  which  he  had  received,  or  pretended  to 
have  received,  concerning  Buonaparte.  Such  an  in^ 
ference  would  be  entirely  erroneous ;  no  new  or  ex- 


•  "  11  nous  fut  sugger^  de  nous  rendre  en  Angletena,  et  affexm^ 
qu'on  nc  pouvait  y  craindre  aucun  mauvais  traitement.'*  Journal  dr . 
1ms  Ctf.w,  Tom.  Imtere,  Partie  Imidre,  p.  28. 
16 
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tended  axUbmty  was  reottved  by  Captain  M«Lt]«id, 
nor  was  he  capable  of  infiinuatijqg  the  eziatoioe  of 
such.  His  sole  instmetions  were  contained  in  the 
orders  of  Admiral  Hotham,  quoted  at  p.  54,  direct-* 
ing  him,  should  he  be  so  fortunate  as  to  inteioept 
Buonaparte,  to  transfer  him  to  the  ship  he  com- 
manded, to  make  sail  for  a  British  port,  and,  when 
arrived  there,  to  communicate  instantly  wkh  the 
Fort- Admiral,  or  with  the  Admiralty. 

Count  Las  Cases  makes  Captain  Maitland  pro- 
ceed to  assure  him  and  Savary^  that,  ^'  in  his  own 
private  opinion.  Napoleon  would  find  in  England  all 
the  respect  and  good  treatment  to  which  he  could 
make  any  pretension ;  that  there,  the  princes  and 
ministers  did  not  exercise  theabsolute  authority  used 
on  the  continent,  and  that  the  English  people  had 
a  liberality  of  opinion,  and  generosity  of  sentiment, 
isuperior  to  that  entertained  by  sovereigns.^  Count 
Las  Cases  states  himself  to  have  replied  to  the  pa- 
negyric on  England,  by  an  oration  in  praise  of  Buo* 
naparte,  in  which  he  described  him  as  retiring  from 
a  contest  which  he  had  yet  the  means  of  supporting, 
in  order  that  his  name  and  rights  might  not  serve  as 
a  pretext  to  prolong  civil  war.  The  Count,  accord*^ 
ing  to  his  own  narrative,  concluded  by  saying,  that, 
*^  under  all  the  circumstances,  he  thought  the  Em- 
peror might  come  on  board  the  Bellerophon,  and  go 
to  England  with  Captain  Maitland,  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  passports  for  America.^  Captain  Mait- 

VOL.  IX.  £ 
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land  desired  it  should  be  understood,  that  he  by  no 
means  warranted  that  such  would  be  grainted. 

^^  At  the  bottom  of  my  heart,^  says  Las  Cases, 
**  I  never  supposed  the  passports  would  be  granted 
to  us ;  but  as  the  Emperor  had  resolved  to  remain  in 
future  a  personal  stranger  to  political  events,  we  saw, 
without  alarm,  the  probability  that  we  might  be  pre- 
vented from  leaving  England ;  but  to  that  point  all 
our  fears  and  suppositions  were  limited.  Such,  too, 
was  doubtless  the  belief  of  Maitland.  I  do  him,  as 
well  as  the  other  officers,  the  justice  to  believe,  that 
he  was  sincere,  and  of  good  faith,  in  the  painting 
they  drew  us  of  the  sentiments  of  the  English  na- 
tion.'' 

The  envoys  retimied  to  Napoleon,  who  held,  ac- 
cording to  Las  Cases,  a  sort  of  council,  in  which 
they  considered  all  the  chances.  The  plan  of  the 
Danish  vessel,  and  that  of  the  chasse  mar6e,  were 
given  up  as  too  perilous;  the  British  cruiser  was 
pronounced  too  strong  to  be  attacked ;  there  remain- 
ed only  the  alternative  of  Napoleon's  joinbg  the 
troops,  and  renewing  the  war,  or  accepting  Captain 
Maitland's  offer  by  going  on  board  the  Bellerophon. 
The  former  was  rejected;  the  latter  plan  adopted, 
and  "  THEN,"  says  M.  Las  Cases,  "  Napoleon  wrote 
to  the  Prince  Regent.'*'^  The  letter  follows,  but  it  is 
remarkable  that  the  date  is  omitted.  Thisls  probably 

*  **  Ahrs  Napoleon  ^criTit  a«  Prinee  Regent**   Ibid.  p.  S3w 

f 
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the  leason  why  Count  Las  Cases  did  not  disoover 
iimt  his  memory  was  betraying  him,  since  diat  date 
must  have  reminded  him  that  the  letter  was  written 
be/brCy  not  afters  the  conference  of  the  14th  July. 

From  this  nanradve  two  things  are  plain;  I. 
That  no  tarns  of  capituhition  were  made  with  Cap- 
tain Maidand.  II.  That  it  is  the  object  of  Count 
Las  Cases  to  insinuate  the  belief,  that  it  was  in  con- 
sequence of  the  arguments  used  by  Captain  Mait- 
land,  supported  by  the  British  officers  present,  .that 
Las  Cases  was  induced  to  recommoid,  and  Napoloon 
to  adopt,  the  step  of  surrendering  himself  on  board 
the  Bellerophon.  But  this  whole  inference  is  dispro- 
ved by  two  small  ciphers ;  the  date,  namely,  of  ISth 
ofJvhf  on  the  letter  addressed  to  the  Prince  Regent, 
which,  therefore^  could  not,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
have  been  written  in  consequence  of  a  conference  be^ 
twixt  Las  Cases  and  Captain  Maitland ;  and  a  con- 
sultation betwixt  Napoleon  and  his  followers,  which 
conference  and  ponsultation  did  not  take  place  till 
the  \^{k  of  July.  The  resolution  was  taken,  and 
the  letter  written,  the  day  before  all  those  glowing 
descriptions  of  the  English  people  put  into  the 
mouth  of  Captain  Maitland ;  and  the  faith  of  Napo- 
leon was  grounded  upon  the  impersonal  suggestion 
togo  to  England,*  made  to  Las  Cases  and  Savary  on 

■  See  p.  64,  where  Las  Case*  8»y»,  "  tt  »'<"  suggettcd  to  as  in 
go  to  England/* 
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their  first  visit  to  the  BeUerophon.  The  Tint  of  the 
14th,  doubtless,  confirmed  the  resolutioii  whieh  had 
been  adopted  the  preceding  day. 

No  deky  now  intervened.  On  the  same  14th  of 
July,  General  Baron  Gourgaud  was  sent  off  with  the 
letter,  so  often  mentioned,  addressed  to  the  Prince 
Regent,  which  was  in  these  well-known  terms : 

Rochefbrt^  July  13th<  181^ 

**  Your  Royal  Highness, 
^  A  victim  to  the  factions  which  distract  my  coun- 
try, and  to  the  enmity  of  the  greatest  powers  of  Eu« 
rope,  I  have  terminated  my  political  career,  and  I 
come,  like  Themistocles,  to  throw  myself  upon  the 
hospitality  of  the  British  people.  I  put  myself  un- 
der the  protection  of  their  laws ;  which  I  claim  from 
your  ^oyal  Highness,  as  the  most  powerful,  the 
most  constant,  and  the  most  generous  of  my  ene- 
mies. 

"  Napoleon.** 

Captain  Maitland  informed  Count  Las  Cases,  that 
he  would  dispatch  General  Gourgaud  to  England, 
by  the  Slaney,  and  prepare  to  receive  Napoleon  and 
his  suite.  General  Gourgaud  proposed  to  write  to 
Count  Bertrand  instantly,  when,  in  presence  and 
hearing  of  his  brother  officers,  Captams  Sartorius 
and  Gambier,  Captain  Maitland  gave  another  in- 


16 
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Stance  of  his  anxiety  not  td  be  misunderstood  on  this 
impoTtaat  oeeasion. 

*^  Wh^  General  Grourgaud  was  about  to  write  the 
letter,  to  prevent  any  future  misuniferstanding,  I 
seid,  <  Monsieur.  Las  Cases^  you  will  recollect  that 
I  an  not  authorised  to  stipulate  as  to  die  reception 
of  Buonaparte  in  England,  but  that  he  must  con* 
fiider  himsdlf  entirely  at  the  disposal  of  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  Begrat.'  He  answer^,  ^  I 
am  perfectly  aware,  of  that,  and  have  already  ac^ 
quaiated  the  Emperor  with  what  you  said  on  the 
subject.' '' 

Captain  Maitland  subjoins  the  following  natural 
and  just  remark  :— 

<<  It  might,  perhaps,  have  been  better  if  this  de« 
ekratlon  had  been  given  in  an  official  written  form ; 
and  could  I  have  foreseen  the  discussions  which  af« 
terwards  took  plsce,  and  which  will  ai^ai:  in  the 
sequel,  I  undoubtedly  should  have  done  so ;  but  as 
I  repeatedly  made  it  in  the  presence  of  witnesses,  it 
did  not  occur  to  me  as  being  necessary ;  and  how 
eooM  a  stronger  i«oof  be  adduced,  that  no  stipula* 
ti<ms  were  agreed  to  respecting  the  reception  of 
Ba<maparte  in  England,  than  the  fact  of  their  not 
being  reduced  to  writing?  which  certainly  would 
have  be^  the  case  had  any  favourable  terms  been 
dettianded  on  the  part  of  Monsieur  Las  Cases,  and 
agreed  to  by  vhu'' 
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To  conclude  the  evidence  on  this  subject,  we  add 
Captain  Maitland's  letter,  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Admiralty  on  14th  July : 

-  "  For  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commission- 
ers of  the  Admiralty,  I  have  to  acquaint  yon  that 
the  Count  Las  Cases  and  General  L^AUemand  this 
day  came  on  board  his  Majesty'^s  ship  under  my 
command,  with  a  proposal  from  Count  Bertrand  for 
me  to  receive  on  board  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  for 
the  purpose  of  throwing  himself  on  the  generosity  of 
the  Prince  Regent.  Conceiving  myself  authorized 
by  their  Lordships'^  secret  order,  I  have  acceded  to 
the  proposal,  and  he  is  to  embark  on  board  this  ship 
to-morrow  morning*  That  no  misunderstanding 
might  arise,  I  have  explicitly  and  clearly  explained 
to  Count  Las  Cases,  that  I  have  no  authority  what- 
ever for  granting  terms  of  any  sort,  but  that  all  I 
can  do  is  to  carry  him  and  his  suite  to  England,  to 
be  received  in  such  manner  as  his  Royal  Highness 
may  deem  expedient.''* 

Is  it  in  human  nature  to  suppose^  that  a  British 
officer,  with  two  others  of  the  same  rank  as  witnesses 
of  the  whole  negotiation,  would  have  expressed  him- 
self otherwise  than  as  truth  warranted,  in  a  case 
which  was  sure  to  be  so  strictly  inquired  into  P 

On  the  15th  July  1815,  Napoleon  finally  left 
France,  to  the  history  of  which  he  had  added  so 
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much  of  victory  and  8o  nwch  of  defeat ;  the  country 
whkh  his  rise  had  saved  from  civil  dkcoid  and  fo« 
reign  invasion,  and  which  his  fall  consigned  to  both ; 
in  a  word,  that  fair  land  to  which  he  had  been  so 
long  as  a  Deity,  and  was  in  future  to  be  of  less  import 
than*  the  meanest  peasant  on  the  soiL  He  was  ac- 
companied by  four  of  his  generals — Bertrand,  Sava- 
ry,  L^AUemand,  and  Montholon,  and  by  Count  Las 
Caaes^  repeatedly  mentioned  as  councillor  of  state. 
Of  these,  Bertrand  and  Montholon  had  their  ladiea 
on  board,  with  three  children  belonging  to  Count 
Bertrand,  and  one  of  Count  Montholon's.  The  son 
of  Las  Cases  accompanied  the  Emperor  as  a  page. 
There  were  nine  ofBcers  of  inferior  rank,  and  thirty- 
nine  domestics.  The  principal  persons  were  received 
on  board  the  Bellerophon,  the  others  in  the  corvette^ 
Buonaparte  came  out  of  Aix  Roads  on  board  of 
the  Epervier.  Wind  and  tide  being  against  the 
big,  Captain  Maitland  sent  the  barge  of  the  Belle, 
xophon  to  transport  him  to  that  ship.  Most  of  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Eporvier  had  tears  in  their 
eyes,  and.they  continued  to  che»  the  Emperor  while 
iheir  voices  could  be  heard.  He  was  received  on 
board  the  Bellerophon  respectfully,  but  without  any 
aahite  or  distinguished  honours.  A»  Captain  Mait- 
land  advanced  to  meet  him  on  the  quarter-deck,  Na«* 
poleon  pulled  off  his  hat,  and,  addressing  him  in 
a  firm  tone  of  voice,  said,  **  I  come  to  place  myself 
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ondertheprotectioiiofymar  Prince  and  kws.^  Hii 
manner  was  uncommonly  pleasing,  and  he  displiiyied 
much  address  in  seizing  upon  oppoftumtiei  of  say- 
ing things  flattering  to  the  hearers  whom  he  wished 
to  conciliate. 

As  when  formeriy  on  board  Captain  UsharVTes- 
sel,  Buonaparte  showed  great  curioai^  oonoeming 
the  disdpKne  of  the  ship,  and  expressed  considerable 
surprise  that  the  British  vessels  should  so  easyy  de* 
feat  the  French  ships,  which  were  heayier,  larger, 
and  better  manned  than  they.  Captain  Maithoid  ac- 
counted for  this  by  the  greater  experience  of  the  men 
and  officers.  The  Ex-Emperor  examined  the  marines 
also,  and,  pleased  with  their  appearance,  said  to  Ber- 
trand,  *^  How  much  might  be  done  with  an  hundred 
thousand  such  men  !^^  In  the  management  of  the 
vessd,  he  particularly  admired  the  olence  and  good 
order  of  the  crew  while  going  through  their  manoeu* 
vres,  in  comparison  to  a  French  yessel,  <^  where 
every  one,^  he  said,  "  talks  and  gives  ordcars  at 
once.^  When  about  to  quit  the  Bellerophon,  he 
adverted  to  the  same  subject,  saying,  there  had 
lieen  less  noise  on  board  that  vessel,  with  six  hun^ 
dred  men,  in  the  whole  passage  from  Raehefort^ 
than  the  crew  of  the  Epervier,  with  only  ooe  hun^ 
-dred,  had  contrived  ta  make  between  the  Isle  d*- 
•  Aix  and  Basque  Roads. 

He  spoke,  too,  of  the  British  army  in  an  equal  style 
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of  imue,  a&d  was  juned  bjr  Us^Aniv  in  doing  m. 
Om  of  the  Fioidh  oficen  dbterring  that  the  Ei^Mdi 
cavahry  ireie  saperb,  Captain  Maithmd  obaerfed,  that 
in  England,  th^  hadahigh«r  opinion  of  the  infiEHrtrjr. 
'^  Yon  are  ri^t,^  said  the  Fiench  gentleman ;  *<  there 
ia  none  such  ui  the  worU ;  there  ia  no  making  an 
impreaaMm  on  them ;  yon  might  as  well  attempt  to 
chaise  thnmgh  a  wall,  and  their  fire  is  tremendous.^ 
Bertrand  reported  to  Captain  Maithmd  that  Napo- 
le«)n  had  commnnieated  to  him  his  opinion  of  the 
Duke  of  Wdfingtott  in  the  following  words :— <«  The 
Did^e  of  Wellington,  in  the  mam^ement  of  an  army, 
is  f oUy  equal  to  myself,  with  the  advantage  of  possess- 
ing more  prudence.^  This  we  coneeive  to  be  the  ge- 
nnine  unbiassed  opinion  of  one  great  soldier  concern- 
ing  another.  It  is  a  pity  that  Napoleon  could  on 
other  occasions  ^qnress  himsdf  in  a  strain  of  de^m- 
ctadoB,  which  could  only  lowerhim  who  used  it,  to- 
wards a  rival  in  the  art  of  war. 

During  the  whole  passage,  notwithstanding  his  si- 
tuatioD,  and  the  painful  uncertainty  under  which  he 
laboured,  Napoleon  seemed  always  tranquil,  and  in 
good  temper ;  at  times,  he  even  approached  to  dieer- 
fiilness.  He  spdce  with  toidemess  of  his  wife  and 
ftanily,  complained  of  being  sepasated  from  them, 
and  had  the  tears  in  his  eyes  when  he  showed  their 
portraits  to  Captam  Maitland.  His  health  seemed 
perfectly  good ;  but  he  was  occasionally  subject  to 
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iomaolency,  proceeding,  perhi^,  froin  the  ezhaut- 
tion  of  a  constitution  which  had  gone  through  siuli 
ie¥care  senice. 

.  On  S3d  July,  they  passed  Ushant  Napdeoa 
nemained  long  on  deck,  and  cast  many  a  melaneholy 
Ipok  to  the  coast  of  France,  but  made  no  obserya* 
tbns.  At  day-break  on  24th,  the  Bellerophon  was 
off  Dartmouth;  and  Buonaparte  was  strud^:,  first 
with  the  boldness  of  the  coast,  and  then,  as  he  en- 
tered Torbay,  with  the  well-known  beauty  of  the 
scenery.  *^  It  reminded  him,^^  he  said,  '^  of  Porto 
Ferrajo,  in  Elba ;''  an  association  which  must  at  the 
n)oment  have  wakened  strange  remembrances  in  the 
mind  of  the  deposed  Emperor. 

The  Bellerophon  had  hardly  anchored,  when  or- 
ders came  from  the  Admiral,  Lord  Keith,  which 
were  soon  after  seconded  by  others  from  the  Admi- 
ralty, enjoining  that  no  one,  of  whatever  rank  or  sta- 
tion, should  be  permitted  to  come  on  board  the  BeU 
lerophon,  excepting  the  officers  and  men  belonging 
to  the  ship.  On  the  S6th,  the  vessel  received  orders 
to  move  round  to  Plymouth  Sound. 

In  the  meantime,  the  newspapers  which  wope 
brought  on  board  tended  to  impress  anxiety  and 
consternation  among  the  unhappy  fugitives.  The 
report  was  generally  circulated  by  these  periodical 
publications,  that  Buonaparte  would  not  be  permitted 
to  land,  but  would  be  presently  sent  off  to  St  Hd^a, 
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M  the  safiefltj^ace  for  detttning  bin^  at  a  priamer  of 
war.  Napoleon  himself  became  alarmed,  and  anziouf- 
ly  desirous  of  seeing  Lord  Keith,  who  had  expressed 
himself  sensible  of  some  kindness  which  his  nephew, 
Captain  Elphinstone  of  the  7tb  Hussars,  had  recei« 
ved  from  the  Emperor  when  wounded  and  made  pri- 
soner at  Waterloo.  Such  an  interview  accordingly 
took  place  betwixt  the  noble  Admiral  and  the  late 
Emperor,  upon  the  SSth  July,  but  without  any  re- 
milts  of  importance,  as  Lord  Keith  was  not  then  pos- 
sessed of  the  decision  of  the  British  government. 

That  frenzy  of  popular  curiosity,  which,  predo- 
minating in  all  free  states,  seems  to  be  carried  to 
the  utmost  excess  by  the  English  nation,  caused 
such  numbers  of  boats  to  surround  the  Bellerophon, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  peremptory  orders  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  man. 
of-war^s  boats,  which  maintained  constant  guard 
round  the  vessel,  it  was  almost  impossible  to  keep 
them  at  the  prescribed  distance  of  a  cablets  length 
from  the  ship.  They  incurred  the  risk  of  beiii^ 
run  down,— of  being,  as  they  might  apprehend, 
•shot,  (for  muskets  were  discharged  for  the  purpose  of 
intimidation,)  of  all  the  dangers  of  a  naval  combat, 
rather  than  lose  the  opportunity  of  seeing  the  Em^ 
•peror  whom  they  had  heard  so  much  of*  When  he 
appeared  he  was  greeted  with  hussas,  which  he  re- 
tmued  with  bows,  but  could  not  help  expressing  his 
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wonder  at  the  eegerness  of  popular  curioaity,  whieh 
lie  WM  not  accustomed  to  see  in  sudi  a  pitch  of  ex^ 
citation. 

On  the  evening  of  the  SOth  of  July,  Major-Gene- 
ral  Sir  Henry  Bunbury,  one  of  the  Under  Secreta» 
lies  of  State,  anived,  bringbg  with  him  the  6nal 
iatentioiia  of  the  British  government,  for  the  dispo- 
aal  of  Buonaparte  and  his  suite.  Upon  the  31st, 
Lord  Keith  and  Sir  Henry  waited  upon  the  Es- 
£mperor,  on  board  of  the  Bellerophon,  to  com- 
municate  to  him  the  unpleasmg  tidings.  They  were 
4U!oompanied  by  Mr  Meike,  the  secretary  of  Lord 
KaA,  whose  presence  was  deemed  necessary  as  a 
witness  to  what  passed.  Napoleon  received  the  ad- 
miral and  under  secretary  of  state  with  becoming 
dignity  and  calmness.  The  letter  of  Lord  Mel- 
ville (First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,)  was  read  to  the 
£x-Emperor,  announcbg  his  future  destination.  It 
stated,  that  ^'  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  duty 
of  the  British  ministers  to  their  sovereign  and  his  al- 
lies, to  leave  General  Buonaparte  the  means  or  op- 
portunity of  again  disturbing  the  peace  of  Europe- 
announced  that  the  island  of  St  Helena  was  select- 
ed for  his  future  residence,  and  selected  as  such, 
liecause  its  local  situation  would  permit  hb  enjoy- 
bg  m&te  freedom  than  could  be  compatible  with  ade- 
<|uate  security  dsewhere — that,  with  the  exception  of 
Generals  Savary  and  L'AlIemand,  the  General  might 
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sdect  three  oflkars,  together  wUh  bis  surgeon,  to  et« 
tend  him  to  St  Heleoft-^that  twd^e  domesties.  weiiU 
ahobeaflowed.^  The  same  document  stated,  ^that 
iite  peraens  vho  might  attend  upon  him  wouU  be 
liable  to  a  certain  degree  of  restraint,  and  could  not 
be  penoitted  to  leave  the  island  without  the  sanctum 
(tf  the  BrttiA  goTemment  Lastly,  it  was  announesd 
that  Bear- Admiral  Sir  Greoige  Cockbum,  appootftd 
to  the  chief  command  of  the  Cape  of  Gk)od  Hope, 
would  be  piesoitly  ready  to  sail  for  the  purpose  of 
conreying  General  Buonaparte  to  Saint  Helena,  and 
Aerefore  it  was  desirable  that  he  should  widioafe  de- 
lay mdce  dioice  of  the  persons  who  were  to  form  hb 
suite." 

The  letter  was  read  in  Frendi  to  Buom^arte  by 
Snr  Henry  Bunbury.  He  listened  without  imp»- 
tienoe,  interruption,  or  emotion  of  any  hind.  When 
he  was  requested  to  state  if  he  had  maj  reply,  he 
bcgwi,  with  great  calmness  of  manner  and  mtMness 
of  countenance,  to  declare  that  he  sdemaly  protest^ 
ed  agMuat  ihe  orders  which  had  been  xeadt--4hat  the 
British  ministry  had  no  ri^^t  to  di^oae  Qf  him  'm 
the  way  pffoposed»4hat  he  affealad  to  the  IMyab 
people  and  the  latwa-^^and  asked  what  was  thcr  tribu* 
nal  which  he  ooj^t  to  appeal  to.  ^<  I  am  eome,""  he 
continued,  *^  vdnntarily  to  throw  mysdf  nn  the  hoe* 
pitaii^^your  natioiw*!  am  not  aptiaener  of  war, 
andif  I  was,ha7e  a  right  to  be  treated  according  to 
the  law  of  nations.    But  I  am  come  to  this  country 
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a  passanger  on  boaidi^e  of  your  veasels»  after  a  pre- 
vious negodatioii  with  the  commander.  '  If  he  had 
told  me  I  was  to  be  a  primmer,  I  woold  not  have 
come.  I  asked  him  if  he  was  willing  to  receive  me  en 
board,  and  convey  me  to  England.  Admiral  Mait- 
land  said  he  was,  having  recdived,  or  tdling  me  he 
had  received,  spedal  orders  of  government  concern-* 
ing  me.  It  was  a  snare  then  that  had  been  spread 
fer  me ;  I  came  on  board  a  British  vessel  as  I  would 
have  entered  one  of  their  towns — ^a  vessel,  a  village, 
it  is  the  same  thing.  As  for  the  island  of  St  He- 
lena, it  would  be  my  sentence  of  death.  I  demand 
to  be  received  as  an  English  citizen.  How  many 
years  entitle  me  to  be  domiciliated  ?^^ 

Sir  Henry  Bunbuiy  answered,  that  he  believed  four 
were  necessaoy.  "  Well,  then,"*  continued  Napoleon, 
*^  let  the  Prince  Regent  during  that  time  place  me  ua* 
der  any  superintendence  he  thinks  proper-— let  me  be 
placed  in  a  country-house  in  the  centre  of  the  island, 
thhrty  leagues  from  every  sea-port-*-place  a  commis- 
sioned officer  about  me,  to  examine  my  correspond- 
aMse  and  superintend  my  actions ;  or,  if  the  Prince 
Bi^ent  should  reqmre  my  word  of  honour,  perhaps 
I  might  give  it  I  might  then  enjoy  a  certain 
degree  of  personal  liberty,  and  I  should  have. the 
freedom  of  literature.  In  St  Helena  I  could  not 
live  three  months ;  to  my  habits  and  constitation  it 

would  be  death.    I  am  used  to  ride  twenty  miles  a- 

1% 
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day»-*wliat  cm  I  to  do  on  thai  little  rock  at  the  end 
of  the  vorld  ?  No  [  Botany  Bay  is  better  than  St 
Helena-~I  prefer  death  to  St  Helena — And  what 
good  is  my  death  to  do  you  ?  I  am  no  longor 
a  sovereign.  What  danger  could  result  from  my 
living  as  a  prb^ate  person  in  the  heart  of  England, 
and  restricted  in  any  way  which  the  govenuneat 
should  think  proper  ?^  ' 

He  referred  repeatedly  to  the  manner  of  his  coming 
on  board  the  Bellerophon,  insisting,  upon  hb  bring 
perfectly  free  in  his  choice,  and  that  he  had  prefer- 
red confiding  to  the  hospitality  and  generosity  of  the 
British  nation. 

^^  Otherwise/^  he  said,  ^'  why  should  I  not  have  gone 
to  my  fathcr-in-Iaw,  or  to  the  Emperor  Alexander, 
who  is  my  personal  friend  ?  We  have  become  enemies, 
because  he  wanted  to  annex  Poland  to  his  domiraons, 
and  my  popularity  among  the  Poles  was  in  his  way^ 
But  otherwise  he  was  my  friend,  and  he  would  not 
have  treated  me  in  this  way.  If  your  government  act 
thus,  it  will  disgrace  you  in  the  eyes  of  Europe. 
Even  your  own  people  will  blame  it.  Besides,  you 
do  not  know  the  feeling  that  my  death  will  create 
both  in  France  and  Italy.  There  is,  at  present,  a 
high  opinion  of  England  in  these  countries.  If  you 
kill  me  it  will  be  lost,  and  the  lives  of  many  English 
will  be  sacrificed.  What  was  there  to  force  me  to 
the  step  I  took  ?  The  tri.  coloured  flag  was  still  fly^^ 
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ing  at  Bottxdeauz,  Nantes,  and  Boche&ri*  The 
amy  has  not  even  yet  submitted.  Or,  if  I  had  cho» 
sen  to  remain  in  France,  what  vas  there  to  prevent 
me  from  remmning  cimcealed  for  yean  amongst  a 
people  MO  mu^  attadied  to  me?"^ 

He  then  returned  to  his  Mgotiatton  with  Cap- 
t«n  Maitland,  and  dwelt  on  the  honours  and  attoi- 
tions  shown  to  him  personally  by  that  officer  and 
Admiral  Hotbam.  ^^  And,  after  all,  it  was  only  a 
snare  &r  me  rf  He  again  enlarged  on  the  dii^aoe 


*  The  white  flag  was  fljing  at  RocheUe  and  the  Isle  of  01bh»i. 
It  was  hoisted  on  the  12th,  and  hauled  down  afterwards ;  again 
hoisted  on  the  13th  July,  to  the  final  exclusion  of  the  three-colour- 
edensiga. 

-f-  Admiral  Hothsm  and  Captain  Haitland  had  no  particular  or- 
ders how  this  uncommon  person  was  to  be  treated,  and  were  natu« 
rally  detniims  of  showing  respect  under  misfortunes  to  one  who  had 
been  so  great.  Their  civilities  went  no  farther  than  manning  the 
yards  when  he  entered  the  Superb  on  a  breakfast  visit,  and  when  he 
retixmed  to  the  Belleroph6n  on  the  same  occasion.  Captain  Maitland 
also  permitted  Nspolecm  to  lead  the  way  into  the  dioiag  cabin,  and 
seat  himself  in  the  centre  of  thetable ;  an  honour  which  it  would  have 
been  both  ungracious  and  uncalled  for  to  have  disputed.  Even  these 
civilities  could  not  have  been  a  portion  oi  die  snare  of  whidi  Napo- 
leon complaifis,  or  liave.had  the  least  effect  in  inducing  him  to  take 
his  resolution  of  surrendering  to  the  English,  as  the  argument  in  the 
text  infers ;  for  that  resolution  had  been  taken,  and  the  surrender 
made,  before  the  attentioiifl  Napoleon  founds  upon  could  have  been 
offered  and  received.  This  tends  to  confirm  the  opinion  of  Nelson, 
that  the  French,  when  treated  vdth  ceremonial  politeness,  are  apt  to 
form  pretennoEui  upon  the  conccBsions  made  to  them  in  (nrdinary 
courtesy. 
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to  Eti^wd  HflAA  w«8  itopebcliiig.  <^  I  hold  out  to 
t|ie  Prince  tLegmt,'"  he  siid,  ^'  the  brightest  page 
IB  hk  history,  in  phicing  myself  at  his  discretion.  I 
hare  made  war  upon  you  for  twenty  years,  and  I 
give  you  the  highest  proof  of  confidence  by  volun- 
tarily gii^  myself  into  the  hands  of  my  most  in- 
veterate and  constant  enemies.  Remonber,^  he 
continued,  ^^  what  I  have  been,  and  how  I  stood 
among  the  sovereigns  of  Europe.  Z%i^  courted  my 
protection — thai  gave  me  his  daughter— all  souf^t 
finr  my  friendship.  I  was  Emperor  acknowledged* 
by  all  the  powers  in  Europe,  except  Great  Britain, 
and  she  had  acknowledged  me  as  Chief  Consul. 
Your  goyemment  has  no  right  to  term  me  General- 
Buonc^porte^^  he  added,  pointing  with  his  finger  to 
the.  ofiTensive  epithet  in  Lord  Mdville^s  letter.  *'  I 
am  Prince,  or  Ccmsul,  and  ouj^t  to  be  treated  as. 
such,  if  treated  with  at  aU.  When  I  was  at  Elba, 
I  was  at  least  as  much  a  sovereign^  in  that  island  as 
Louis  on  the  throne  of  France.  We  had  both  our 
respective  flags,  our  ships,  our  troops — Mine,  to  be 
sure,^  he  said  with  a  smile,  ^^  were  rather  on  a  small 
. :  ?e— I  had  six  hundred  soldiers,  and  he  had  two 
hundi:^  thotisand.  At  length,  I  made  war  upon 
him,  defeat^  him,  and  dethroned  him.  But  there 
was  nothing  in  this  to  deprive  me  of  my  rank  as  one 
of  the  sovereigns  of  Europe.*" 
During  this  interesting  scene,  Napoleon  spoke  with 

VOL.  IX  F 
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little  intenaption  from  Lord  Kehh  and  Sfar  Henry 
Bunbury,  who  declined  replying  to  his  remonstrances, 
filiating  tbemselres  to  be  unauthorised  to  enter  int# 
discussions,  as  their  only  duty  wbb  to  convey  tlie 
intentions  of  government  to  Napoleon,  and  transmit, 
his  answer,  if  he  charged  them  with  any.  He  repeal- 
ed again  and  i^in  his  determination  not  to  go  to 
St  Helena,  and  his  desire  to  be  suffered  to  remain 
in  Great  Britain. 

Sir  Hexiry  Bunbury  then  said,  he  was  certain  diet 
St  Helena  had  been  selected  t^  the  place  of  his 
residence,  because  its  local  situation  allowed  fpecr 
scope  for  exercise  and  indulgence,  than  could  have 
been  permitted  in  any  part  of  Great  Britain* 

<^  No,  no,^  repeated  Buonaparte,  with  animation^ 
**  I  will  not  go  there — You  would  not  go  there,  sir, 
were  it  your  own  case — ^nor,  my  lord,  would  you." 
Lord  Seith  bowed  and  answered,— ^^  He  had  bees 
already  at  St  Helena  four  times.^  Napoleon  went  en 
reiterating  his  protestations  against  being  imprisone- 
ed,  or  sent  to  St  Helena.  ^^  I  will  noi  go  thither," 
he  repeated ;  '^  I  am  not  a  Hercules,  (wkh  a  ismile,) 
but  you  shall  not  conduct  me  to  St  Helena.  I  pr^ 
fer  death  in  this  place.  You  found  me  free,  send  me 
jback  again  ;  replace  me  in  the  condition  in  which  I 
was,  or  permit  me  to  go  to.  America.^ 

He  dwelt  much  on  his  resolution  to  die  rather 
than  to  go  to  St  Helena ;  he  had  no  great  reason,  he 
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said,  to  wish  tor  life  He  Qtged  the  Admiril  ta  take 
no  farther  steps  to  remoTe  him  into  the  Nortfaiuft« 
beiiand,  before  govemmeit  should  have  been  bfomi* 
ed  of  what  hef  had  said,  and  hare  signifl^  their  final 
decifiibn.  He  conjured  Sir  Heary  Banbury  to  use  no 
dday  in  caminnnicating  his  answer  to  gotenunentt 
and  referred  himself  to  Sir  H^ury  to  put  it  into  form* 
After  ADme  cursory  questions  and  pauses^  he  agaifl 
returned  to  the  pressing  subject,  and  urged  thfe  saktte 
m^inents  as  before*  <<  He  had  ezpetted,""  he  Said, 
"  to  have  had  liberty  to  land,  and  settle  himsdf  in 
the  country,  some  commissioner  heixkg  named  to  at- 
tend htm,  who  would  be  of  great  use  for  a  y  ear  or  two 
to  teach  him  what  he  had  to  do.  You  could  choose,'* 
he  said,  *'  somerespectaUe  man,  for  the  English  ser* 
vice  must  have  oflScers  distinguished  for  probity  and 
honolir ;  and  do  not  put  sl)out  me  an  intriguing  per- 
son, who  would  only  play  the  spy,  and  make  cabals.^ 
He  declared  agiun  his  dfeteminaden  not  to  go  to 
St  Hdenai ;  and  this  intiereBting  interview  was  con^ 
eluded. 

After  the  Admiral  and  Sit  Henry  Bunbury  had 
left  the  cabin,  Napoleofi  recalled  Lord  Keith,  whom, 
.  in  respect  of  his  former  attention  to  his  lordship^s  re- 
lative. Captain  ElfdiinsUme,  he  might  consider  as 
more  fovourable  to  his  person. 

Napoleon  opened  the  conversation,  by  asking  Lord 
Keith's  advice  how  to  conduct  himself  Lord  Keith 
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replied,  that  he  was  an  offioer,  and  had  diacfaarged 
his  duty,  and  left  with  him  the  heads  of  hit  instruc- 
tions. If  he  considered  it  necessary  to  renew  the  dia* 
cussion,  Sir  Henry  Bunbury  must  be  called  in.  Buo- 
naparte said  that  was  unnecessary.  **  Can  you,^  said 
he,  *^  after  what  is  passed,  detain  roe  undl  I  hear  from 
London  ?^  Lord  Keith  replied,  that  must  depend  on 
the  instructions  brought  by  the  other  admiral,  with, 
which  he  was  unacquamted.  **  Was  there  any  tnbu- 
nal,^  he  asked,  **  to  which  he  could  apply  ?^  Lord 
Keith  answered,  that  he  was  no  civilian,  but  belicFed 
that  there  was  none  whatever.  He  added,  that  he  waa 
satisfied  there  was  every  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
British  government  to  render  his  situation  as  com-: 
fortable  as  prudence  would  permit  **  How  so  ?^ 
said  Napoleon,  lifting  the  paper  from  the  table,  and 
speaking  with  animation.  Upon  Lord  Keith's  obser- 
vbg,  *^  that  it  was  surely  preferable  to  being  confi* 
ned  to  a  smaller  space  in  England,  or  being  sent  to 
France,  or  perhaps  to  Russia,^-*^*  Russia!"^  exclaim: 
ed  Buonaparte,  '^  God  preserve  me  from  it  !V* 
'  Durmg  this  remarkable  scene,  Napoleon^s  man* 
ner  was  perfectly  cahn  and  collected,  his  v<nce 
equal  and  firm,  his  tones  very  pleasing.  Once  or 
twice  only  he  spoke  more  rapidly,  and  in  a  harsher 
key.    He  used  little  gesticulati<MQ,  and  his  attitudes 


*  Russie— .Dieu  m'en  gwrde  ! 
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were  uDgfioeral ;  bat  the  action  of  the  head  was  dig- 
nifiedy  and  the  countenance  remarkably  soft  and  pla- 
cid, without  any  marks  of  severity.  He  seemed  to 
have  made  up  his  mind,  anddpaiing  what  was  to  be 
announced,  and  perfectly  prepared  to  reply.  In  ex- 
pressing his  positive  determination  not  to  go  to 
St  Helena,  he  left  it  to  his  hearers  to  infer,  whe- 
ther he  meant  to  prevent  his  removal  by  suicide,  or 
to  resist  it  by  force.* 


*  Having  had  the  inesdmable  advantage  of  comparing  Sir  Henry 
Bunbury's  minutes  of  this  striking  transaction  with  those  of  Mr 
Meike,  who  accompanied  Lord  Keith  in  the  capacity  of  secretary, 
the  author  has  been  enabled  to  lay  before  the  public  the  most  ample 
and  exact  account  of  the  interview  of  31st  July,  which  l^ai  yet  ap« 
peared. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Napokont  real  view  of  the  meaeure  ofeending  Um  to  St  H^ 
lena.'^Att^ation  that  Captain  Maitland  made  terme  tnth 
fUm-^isproved^ProbabUity  that  the  insinuaHan  arose  with 
Las  Cases,  who  was  disappointed  that  a  negotiation  which  ^ 
he  had  conducted  was  not  successful — Scheme  of  removing 
Napoleon  from  the  Bellerophon,  hg  citing  him  as  a  witness 
in  a  case  of  libel. — 2'hreats  of  self -destruction  hg  Napoleon 
— by  his  followers  that  they  would  put  him  to  death — only 
made  to  intimidate  the  government — Napoleon  goes  on  board 
the  Northumberland,  which  sails  for  St  Hdena.^His  be^ 
haviour  on  the  voyage, — Manner  in  whid^  he  was  treated  fry 
Sir  George  Cockburn. — He  arrives  at  St  Helena^  and  lands 
en  I6th  October, 

The  interest  attaching  to  the  foregoing  interview 
betwixt  Napoleon  and  the  gentlemen  sent  to  announce 
his  doom,  loses  much,  when  we  regard  it  in  a  great 
measure  as  an  empty  personification  of  feeling,  a  well- 
painted  passion  which  was  not  in  reality  felt  Na- 
poleon, as  will  presently  appear,  was  not  serious  in 
averring  that  he  had  any  encouragement  from  Cap- 
tain Maitland  to  come  on  board  his  ship,  save  in  the 
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fkaneHerei  tkpnwamrt  to  be  placed  at  the  Prince 
'Regi^'«4iscretiei}.  Neidier  had  he  the  mcMst  distant 
id&a  of  preirentii^  his  removal  to  the  Nottbamber- 
la&d,  either  by  violence  to  himself,  or  a^y  one  elsfi. 
Both  topics  of  dedamatipp  w^r^eoiily  used  fpr  show, 

**— the  one  to  alarii^  theise^se  of  hcnaour  entertained 
by  4he  Ptince  B^ent  and  the  people  of  ^gland, 
Md  the  other  to  w^rk  upon  their  humanity. 

'     Ihere  is  Utile  doubt  that  Napoleon  saw  the  pro- 

'babimy  el  the  St  Helena  voy t^e»  so  soon  as  he  sur- 
rendered himself  to  the.CapUdn  of  the  B^lkaropbon. 

-He  had  affirmed,  that  there  was  a  purpose  of  trans- 

'ferring  him  to  St  Helraa  or  St  Lucie,  even  .before 
he  left  Elba ;  and  if  he  thought  the  EngUsh  capable 

'of  siding  him  to  such  banishment  while  he  was 
under  the  pcoteclaon  of  the  treaty  of  Fontainble^i, 

rhe  Qofuld  hardly  suppose  that  they  would  scniple  to 
•execute  such  a  purpose,  after  his  own  conduct  had 
deprived  Him  of  all  the  immunities  with  whioh  that 

•  tireaty  hid  invested  him. 

Neirertiheless,  while  aware  that  his  experiment 

-imght  possibly  thus  t&rmiMteb  Napoleon  onay'have 
boped  a  better  issue,  and  cooneeived  himself  capable 
of  cajoling  the  Prince  Begent  and  his  administra- 
tion into  haaaijding  the  aafety  and  the  peace  of 

.  Europe,  id  order  to  display  a  Quixotic  generosity 
towards  an  individual,  whose  only  plea  for  deaenaog 
it  was,  that  he  had  been  for  twenty  years  their  mor< 
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tal  enemy.  Such  hopes  lie  nay  hare  entertaiBed ; 
for  it  cannot  be  expected  that  he  was  to  acbiowledge 
even  to  himself  the  personal  disqualifications  which 
rendered  Um,  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  unworthy 
of  trust  or  confidence.  His  expectation  of  a  favour- 
able reception  did  not  go  so  fiur,  in  all  likelihood,  as 
those  of  the  individual  among  his  followers,  who  ex- 
pected  that  Napoleon  would  receive  the  Order  of  the 
Garter  firom  the  Prinee  R^ent ;  but  he  might  have 
hoped  to  be  permitted  to  reside  in  Britain  on  the  sane 
terms  as  his  brother  Luden. 

Doubtless  he  calculated  upon,  and  perhaps  over- 
rated, all  these  more  favourable  chances.  Yet,  if  the 
worst  should  arrive,  he  saw  even  in  that  worsts  that 
Island  of  St  Helena  itself,  the  certainty  of  personal 
safety,  which  he  could  not  be  assured  of  in  any  dea- 
potic  country,  where,  as  he  himself  must  have  known 
pretty  well,  an  obnoxious  prisoner,  or  detenu,  may 
lose  his  life  par  nigligencey  without  any  busde  or 
alarm  being  excited  upon  the  occasion.  Upon  the 
16th  August,  while  on  his  passage  to  St  Helena,  he 
frankly  acknowledged,  that  though  he  had  been  de- 
ceived in  the  reception  he  lad  expected  from  the 
English,  still,  harshly  and  unfairly  as  he  thought 
himself  treated,  he  found  comfort  firom  knowing) 
tlMit  he  was  under  the  protection  of  British  laws, 
which  he  could  not  have  enjoyed  had  he  gone  to  an- 
other country,  where  his  fate  would  have  depended 
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upon  the  caprice  of  an  individual.  This  we  hehevt 
to  be  the  leal  secret  of  his  rendition  to  England,  in 
preference  to  his  father-in-law  of  Austria,  or  his 
friend  in  Russia.  He  might,  in  the  first  named 
country,  be  kept  in  custody,  more  or  less  severe ;  but 
he  would  be  at  least  secure  from  perishing  of  some 
political  disease.  Even  while  at  St  Helena,  he  al- 
lowed, in  an  interval  of  good-tempered  candour,  that 
comparing  one  place  of  exOe  to  another,  St  Helena 
was  entitled  to  the  preference.  In  higher  latitudes, 
he  observed,  th^  would  have  sufiered  from  cold,  and 
ite  any  other  tropical  island  they  would  have  been 
lyumed  to  death.  At  St  Helena  the  country  was  wild 
and  savage,  the  climate  monotonous,  and  unfavour 
aUe  to  health,  but  the  temperature  was  mild  and 
pleasing.* 

The  aUegation  on  which  Napoleon  had  insisted  so 
much,  namely,  that  Captain  Maitland  had  pledged 
himself  for  his  good  reception  in  England,  and  re- 
ceived him  on  board  his  vessel,  not  as  a  prisoner,  but 
as  a  guest,  became  now  an  important  subject  of  in- 
vestigation. All  the  while  Napoleon  had  been  on 
board  the  Bellerophon,  he  had  expressed  the  great- 
est respect  for  Captain  Maitland,  and  a  sense  of  his 
civilities  totally  inconsistent  with  the  idea,  that  he 
conceived  himself  betrayed  by  him.    He  had  even 

*  "  Las  Cases,  Torn.  I.  P.  2de,  p  22». 
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sounded  tluti  officer,  by  tbo  moaiuB  of  MadttM^  Ber- 
trand,  to  know  whether  he  would  accept  a  present  of 
his  portrait  set  with  diamonds,  which  Captain  Mait* 
^land  requested  might  not  be  oflfered,  as  he  wms  detexw 
mtned  to  decline  it. 

•  On  the  Slh  of  Augost,  Count  Las  Cases,  for  the 
Urst  time,  hinted  to  Cjqptain  Maitland,  that  he  'had 
understood  him  to  havo  given  an  assurance,  diat  Na- 
l>oleon  should  be  well  received  in  England.  Captain 
Maitland  replied,  it  was  impossiUe  the  Count  could 
ttiistake  him  so  far,  since  he  had  expressly  stated  he 
could  make  no  promises ;  but  that  he  thought  his 
4ffders  would  bear  him  out  in  receiving  Napoleon  on 
board,  and  conveying  him  to  England.  He  reminds 
ed  the  Count,  that  he  had  questioned  him  (Cap. 
tain  Maitland,)  repeatedly,  as  to  his  private  opi- 
nion,  to  which  he' could  only  answer,  that  he  had 
no  reason  to  think  Napoleon  would  be  ill  recei- 
ved. Las  Cases  had  nothbg  to  offer  in  reply. 
Upon  the  same  6th  August,  Napoleon  himself  spoke 
upon  the'subject,  and,  it  will  be  observed,  how  very 
'different  his  language  was  to  Captain  Maitland, 
from  that  which  he  held  in  his  absence.  *^  They  say,'^ 
he  remarked,  ^^  that  I  made  no  conditions.  Certainly 
I  made  no  amdUions.  How  could  an  individual  en« 
ter  into  terms  with  a  nation?  Iwantednotbingofthem 
but  hospitality,  or,  as  the  ancients  would  express  it, 
air  and  water.   As  for  you,  Captain,  I  have  no  cause 
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of  wttipfadnt ;  yoor  eooduct  bag  beoi  that  of  a  man 
0f  lioiioixr.^ 

The  iiiTestigtttioii  of  Ais  master  did  not  end 
bere,  for  the  ungrounded  assertion  tbat  Captain 
Maitland  had  granted  some  couditians,  et^ptemod  or 
implied,  was  no  sooner  replied  than  it  again  revi* 
ved. 

On  the  7Ay  Count  Las  Cases,  having  a  part- 
ing interview  with  Lord  Keith,  for  the  purpose  of 
deliTmng  to  him  a  protest  on  the  part  of  Buona- 
parte, /*  I  was  m  the  act  of  tiling  him,^  said  the 
Count,  <<  that  Captain  Haitian^  had  said  he  was 
authorised  to  carry  us  to  London,  without  leltbg 
us  suspect  that  we  wer«  to  be.  regarded  as  prisoners 
of  war ;  and  that  the  Captain  could  not  deny  diat 
we  came  fr^Iy  and  in  good  faith ;  that  the  letter 
from  the  Emperor  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  of  the 
existence  of  whieh  I  had  given  Captain  Maitland  in- 
f<»mation,  must  necessarily,  have  cheated  tadt  con« 
jdtions,  since  be  had  made  no  observation  cm  it^ 
-Here  the  AdmiraTs  impatience,  nay,  anger,  broke 
forth.  He  said  to  him  sharply,  that  in  that  case  Cap- 
tain Maitland  was  a  fool,  since  his  instructions  con- 
tuned  not  a  word  to  such  a  purpose;  and  this  he 
should  surely  know>  since  it  was  he,  Lord  Keith,  who 
issued  them.  Coui^t  Las  Cases  still  persevered,  sta- 
ting that  hia  lordship  spoke  with  a  hasty  severity, 
for  which  he  m%ht  be  himself  responsible;  since  the 
other  officers,  as  well  as  Rear*  Admiral  Hotham,  had 
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expreteed  tb«nidv«s  to  ibe  lame  dbcl,  which  could 
not  have  hem  the  case  had  the  letter  of  instractioiis 
been  m>  clearly  expressed,  and  so  positive^  as  his 
lordship  seemed  to  think.* 

Lord  Keith,  upon  thb  statement  of  Count  Las 
Cases,  called  upon  Captain  Maitland  for  the  most 
ample  account  he  could  give  of  the  communications 
which  he  had  had  with  the  Count,  previous  to  Na- 
poleon^s  coming  on  board  the  Bellerophon.  Captain 
Maitland  of  course  obejed,  and  stated  at  full  length 
the  manner  in  which  the  French  frigates  lay  Idpck- 
aded,  the  great  improbability  of  their  effi^ting  an 
escape,  and  the  considerable  risk  they  would  haye 
run  in  attempting  it ;  the  application  to  him,  first  b]^ 
Savary  and  Las  Cases,  afterwards  by  Las  Cases  and 
Gourgaud ;  his  objectbg  to  the  frequent  flags  of 
truce;  his  refusal  to  allow  Buimaparte  to  pass  to 
sea,  either  in  French  ships  of  war  or  in  a  neutral 
vessel ;  his  consenting  to  carry  to  England  the 
late  Emperor  and  his  suite,,  to  be  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Prince  Regent,  with  his  cautions  to  them,  again 
and  again  renewed,  in  the  presence  of  Ciqptain  Sar- 
torius  and  Captain  Gambler,  that  he  could  grant  no 
stipulations  or  ccmdidons  whatsoever.    These  offi- 


•  The  reader  may  judge  for  himself,  by  turning  to  p.  54,  where 
the  instmetionB  ate  printed,  acting  under  which  no  man  but  a  fool, 
as  the  Admiral  truly  said,  could  have  entered  into  sacfa  a  treaty,  «• 
Count  Las  Cases  pretends  Captain  Maitland  to  have  engaged  in. 
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cet8  gare  full  evidariee  to  the  same  eftet,  by  lliefar 
written  attestations.  If,  therofbre,  the  inaniialioa  of 
Count  Las  Cases,  for  it  amounts  to  no  more,  is  to  be 
placed  against  the  express  and  exjdicit  averment  of 
Captain  Maitland,  the  latter  must  preponderate,  were 
it  but  by  aid  of  the  direct  testimony  of  two  other 
British  officers.    Finally,  Captain  Maitland  men- 
tioned Napoleon^s  acknowledgment^  and  that  of  his 
suite,  that  though  thdr  expectations  had  been  dis* 
appointed,  they  imputed  no  blame  to  him,  wUch  he 
could  not  have  escaped,  had  he  used  any  unwarrant- 
ed and  fallacious  proposals  to  entice  them  on  board 
his  Tcssel.    As  the  last  piece  of  evidence,  he  men- 
tioned  his  taking  farewell  of  Montholon,  who  again 
reverted  to  Napoleon^s  wish  to  make  him  a  present, 
and  expressed  the  Emperor^s  sense  of  his  civilities, 
and  Ids  high  and  honourable  deportment  through 
the  whole  transaction. 

Captain  Maitland,  to  use  his  own'  words,  then 
said,  ^^  'I  feel  much  hurt  that  Count  Las  Cases 
should  have  stated  to  Lord  Edth,  that  I  had  pro- 
mised Buonaparte  should  be  well  received  in  Eng- 
land, or  indeed  made  promises  of  any  sort.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  conduct  myself  with  integrity  and 
honour  throughout  the  whole  of  this  transaction,  and 
therefore  cannot  allow  such  an  assertion  to  go  un- 
contradicted.^ *  Oh  J.'  said  Count  Montholon,  *  Las 
Cases  negotiated  this  business ;  it  has  turned  out 
very  diflerently  from  what  he  and  all  of  us  expected. 
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H6  Mt9ibut««  the  Emptwor's  sHuaftiim  to  bimsdf, 
and  k  tbenSofte  dierirous  of  gimg  it  tbe  ImM  eouBp 
temmee  he  can ;  but  I  assure  you,  tlie  Enp^i^r  is 
convinced  your  conduct  baa  been  jnoM  honourable  ;* 
then  taking  my  hand,  he  pressed  it,  and  added,  ^  and 
that  is  my  o]Mnion  alao.^  ^ 

liord  Keith  was,  of  course,  perfectly  convSnced 
that  the  chai^  against  Captain  Maitland  tras  not 
only  totdly  imsupported  fay  testimony,  but  that  it 
was  disproved  by  the  evidence  of  impartial  witnesses, 
as  well  as  by  the  conduct  and  public  expression  of 
sentiments  of  fliose  who  had  the  best  right  to. 
complain  of  that  oflSeer'^s  conduct,  had  it  been  really 
deserving  of  censure.    The  reason  why  Count  Las 
Cases  should  persist  in  grounding  hopes  and  wishea 
of  his  own  framing,  upon  supposed  expressions  of  eiw 
couragement  from  Captain  Maitland,  has  been  pto-^ 
bably  rightly  treated  by  Count  Montholoo.    Napo* 
leon^s  conduct,  in  loadmg  Captain  Maitland  with 
the  charge  of  <^  laying  snares  for  him,^  while  his  own 
conscience  so  far  aeqmtted  that  brave  oflScer,  that 
he  pressed  upon  him  thanks,  and  yet  more  substan* 
ttal  evidence  of  his  favourable  opinion,  can,  we  are 
afraid,  only  be  imputed  to  a  predominant  sense  of 
his  own  interest,  to  which  he  was  not  unwilling  to 
have  sacrificed  the  professional  character  and  ho* 
nourable  name  of  an  o£Scer,  to  whom,  on  other  occa^ 
sions,  he  acknowledged  himself  obliged.    As  Cap* 
tain  Maitland's  modest  and  manly  narrative  is  now 

17 
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poUitdied^  the  figment,  thst  Nqpoleon  eame  en 
boeid  Ae  Bettowphoii  ia  any  othei  dunoier  than 
as  a  prisoner  of  ver,  mutt  be  considered  as  sUeneed 
fi>r  eu'er* 

Having  prosecuted  tliis  interesting  sulgect  to  a 
eonclusion,  we  return  to  the  train  of  circumstances 
attending  Napoleon^s  departure  from  England,  so 
ftr  as  they  seem  to  contain  historical  interest 

The  inconvenient  resort  of  immense  nmnbers, 
sometimes  not  less  than  a  thousand  boato,  sc«rce  to 
be  kept  off  by  absolute  force  by  those  who  rowed 
^ard  within  the  prescribed  distance  of  800  yards 
firom  the  BdlerophoUy  was  rendered  a  greater  anney-^ 
ance,  when  Napoleon'^s  repeated  expressions,  that  he 
would  never  go  to  St  Helena,  occasioned  wme  sus* 
pidons  that  he  meant  to  attempt  his  esoape.  Two 
frigates  were  therefore  appointed  to  lie  as  guards  on 
the  Bellerophon,  and  sentineb  were  doubled  and 
trebled,  both  by  day  and  night. 

An  odd  incident,  of  a  kind  which  could  only  have 
happened  in  England,  (for  though  as  many  buBHure 
whims  may  arise  in  the  minds  of  foreigners,  they  are 
mnch  more  seldom  ripened  into  action,)  added  to 
the  cares  of  those  who  were  to  watch  this  impoftant 
prisoner/  Some  newspaper,  which  was  not  posseraed 
of  a  legal  adriker  to  keep  them  right  in  poh^  <^ 
form,  had  suggested,  (in  tenderness,  we  supposiT,  to^ 
public  curiosity,)  that  the  person  of  Napoleon  Buo* 
naparte  should  be  removed  to  shore  by  agency  of  a 
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writ  of  HidbMft  Corpm^  Thii  magical  reacript  of 
the  Old  Bailey^  ag  SmoU^tt  terms  it»  loses  its  i&fla-', 
eiioe  over  an  alien  and  prisoner  of.  war,  and  there*, 
fore  such  an  absurd  proposal  was  not  acted  upon^. 
But.  an  individual  prosecuted  for  a  libel  upon  a 
naval  officer,  conceived  the  idea  <^  citiQg  N^polecm, 
as^ap  evidence  in  a  court  of  justice,  to  prove,  as  he. 
pretended,  the  state  of  the  Froich  navy,  which, 
was  necessary  to  his  defence.  The  writ  was  to  have 
been  served  on  Lord  Keith;  but  he  disappdnted 
the  litigant,  by  keepii^;  his  boat  off  the  ship  while 
he  was  on  board,  and  afterwards  by  the  speed  c^f  his 
twelve- oared  barge,  which  the  attomey'^s  panting 
rowers  toiled  after  in  vain.  Although  this  was  a 
mere  absurdity,  and  only  worthy  of  the  laughter, 
with  which  the  anecdote  :of  the  attomey'^s  pursuit 
and  the  Admirars  flight  was  generally  received,  yet 
it  might  haye  given  rise  to  :incopvenience,  by  sug« 
gesting  to  Napoleon,  that  he  was,  by  some  process 
or  other,  entitled  to  redress  by  the  common  laii[  of 
England,  and  might  have  en(H>uraged  him  in  resist^ 
ing  attempts  to  remove  him  from  the  Bellerophon. 
On  the  4th  of  August,  to  end  such  inconvenient  oc«> 
cunmces,  the  Bellerophon  was  appointed  to  put  to 
sea  and  remain  cruisbg  off  the  Start,  wh^  she  was 
to  be  joined  by  the  squadron  destined  for  Saint  He: 
lena,  when  Napoleon  was,  with  his  immediate  at- 
tendants, to  be  removed  on  board  the  Northumber* 

land. 

n 
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Hb  BfuiM  for  9Mm  ume  fMifmA  maid  «4»  to  j 
i^^eate  rauive,  ud  though  he  fftw  no  hint  of 
spcide  bo&ce  CapUin  Mvdand,  othflrmo  thw 
bp^zpresBiBg  a  dogged  leiohitioii  noft  to  go  to  S^ 
Hekna,  yet  to  Las  Coms,  he  spoke  ia  nndinjiTMssil 
terans  of  a  Bemaa  death.  We  ova  we  axe  not 
afiaud  of  saeh  resoliitunis  being  exeoitfed  fay  Bsaepar* 
Bona,  lAea  they  take  t|ie  prccantten  of  qorindtung  so 
mtdfigsBtjfiicttd.  It  is  quHe  astanishiag  hmv  sUgfat 
a  baduag  mil  soppoct  the  natoiai  bve  of  fife»  in 
minds  the  most  cootsgeoos,  and  drcnmstanoes  the 
BMst  despecate.  We  ace  not,  Aessfine,  surpnsed 
to  find  Aat  the  pUloBephie  aggmnents  of  Las  Cases 
detesmined  Niyoleon  to  tmme  and  wisteius his* 
tcHPy.  Had  be  ewradted  his  nafitaiy  attendants^ 
he  wonld  have  leesived  other  connsels,  and  assist« 
anee  to  eneeute  tksm  if  neeessary.  L^AUemnnd, 
Mentholon^  and.  Gromgaud,  assnred  Captain  MalU 
hmd,  that  Ae  Emperor  wonld  sooner  I^  himsdf 
than  go  to  St  Helena,  and  diat  ev«n  were  he  to  eon* 
sent,  4hoy  thsse  weie  detennined  themsebss  to  pni 
Mm  to  Jeath,  ratiwr  than  he  should  so  &r  dsgrsde 
fahnseK  Captain  Maldaad,  in  t^Hf,  j«re  maifii 
hints  indicatnre  of  the  gaihms^iniysesudi  a  scheme 
were  pcoscpitted. 

^▼ary  and  L'All^nand  were^  it  most  be  ownsd, 
nnder  eiaranistaBoes  pecdMiy  painfol.  Tfaey^  had 
been  aaaoiig  ibe  list  of  persons  eaisWed  <iom  the 
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animty  by  the  royal  garmuamt  of  Fniioe,  «dd 
now  diey  wei«  prohilnted  by  the  BiitiBh  mumtry 
from  aooompanying  Napoleon  to  St  Helena.  Th^ 
entertained,  not  unnaturally,  the  greatest  anxiely 
about  their  fate,^  apprehensive,  though  entirely  with- 
out reason,  that  they  might  be  ddivered  up  to  the 
Freneh  goTemment.  They  resolved  upcm  personal 
resistanoeto  prevent  their  bebg  separated  from  their 
Emperor,  but  fortunately  were  so  considerate  amid 
theur  wrath,  as  to  take  the  o]^nion  of  the  l)tte  dis* 
tinguished  lawyer  and  statesman.  Sir  Samuel  Bo« 
milly.  As  the  most  effectual  mode  of  serving  these 
unfortunate  gentlemen,  Sur  Samuel,  by  personal  ap- 
plicati<m.to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  learned  that  there 
were  no  thou^ts  of  delivering  up  his  clients  to  the 
Fr^ch  govemmoQit,  and.  thus  became  able  to  put 
thor  hearts  at  ease  upon  that  seore.  On  the  sulgeet 
of  the  resistance,  as  to  the  legality  of  which  they 
questioned  him,  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  acquainted  them, 
that  life  taken  in  an  afiray  of  the  kind,  would  be  con- 
strued into  murder  by  the  law  of  England.  No  greats 
danger,  indeed,  was  to  be  expected  from  an  assault, 
l^aliaed  upon  the  opinion  of  an  emment  lawyer,  than 
fiom  a  suicide  adjusted  with  the  advice  of  a  council* 
lor  of  state ;  and,  we  suppose  neither  Ni^leon  nor 
his  followers  were  more  serious  in  the  violent  pro- 
jects which  they  announced,  than  they  might  think 
necessary  to  shake  the  purpose  of  the  English  minis- 
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tiy«  fiitliis  they  were  totally  unsuccessfiil,  and  their 
intemperate  threats  only  occasioned  their  being  de« 
priyed  of  arms,  exceptisjf  Napoleon,  who  was  left  in 
possession  of  Us  sword.  Napoleon  and  his  followers 
were  gresftly  hurt  at  this  madced  expression  of  want 
of  eon^dence,  which  must  also  have  been  painful  to 
Ihe  English  officers  who  executed  the  order,  though 
it  was  exphuned  to  the  French  gentlemen  that  the 
measure  was  only  one  of  precaution,  and  that  their 
weapons  were  to  be  carefully  preserved  and  restored 
to 'them.  During  his  last  day  on  board  the  Belle- 
rophon.  Napoleon  was  employed  in  composing  a  pro- 
test, which,  as  it  contains  nothing  more  th^n  his  ad- 
dress to  Lord  Keith  and  Sir  Henry  Bunbury,  we 
hare  thrown  into  the  Appendix.  He  ako  wrote  a 
second  letter  to  the  Prince  Regent 

On  the  4th  of  August,  the  BeOerophon  set  sail, 
and  next  morning  fell  in  with  the  Northumberland, 
and  the  squadron  destined  for  St  Helena,  as  aUo 
with  the  Tonnant,  on  board  of  which  Lord  Eeith^s 
flag  was  hoisted. 

It  was  now  that  Napoleon  gave  Captain  Maitland 
tibe  first  intimation  of  his  purpose  to  submit  to  his 
exile,  by  requesting  that  Mr  O^Meara,  surgeon  of 
the  Bellerophon,  might  be  permitted  to  attend  him 
to  St  Helena,  instead  of  his  own  surgeon,  whose 
health  oould  not  stand  the  voyage.  This  made  it 
dear  that  no  resistance  was  designed ;  and,  indeed, 
•0  iOQtt  as  Napoleon  observed  that  his  threats  had 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


100  LIFS  0V 

nimity.  He  also  gave  oirdezB  t9  ddiv«r  up  Us  armv^ 
His  boggagevaslikewiBeBvlyaetod-to  Afervi^aeaicliy 
Imi  without  luipackisg  or  disturbing  wyaHic^^  The 
tce^siue  of  Buonaparte,  am^untk^  only  to  4EOO&gold 
Niqpo]eoii8»  w«s  tiikea  into  cuatodjr,  to  abridge  him  of 
th^t  powerful  means  of  effecli^  his  eaeape.  Fullio- 
ceipts,  of  course,  were  f^ven,  renderiag  the  Briiiah 
goTexnment  acoauntaUe  for  the  same ;  and  Ifocb- 
and,  the  fayourite  Talet«de>cbambfle  of  the  Emperor, 
wss  pmaitted  to  tako  whateTor  money  he  thoiij^ 
might  be  immediately  necessary. 

About  deven  o^cbck  on  the  moimng  of  the  7lh 
August,  Liord  Keith  came  in  his  barge  to  traath 
fer  NapolfipB  from  the  BaUerpphon  to  the  Noe- 
thumberiand.  About  one  o'dock,  when  BuonapKte 
had  annouaced  that  he  was  in  full  roadineas,  a  cap- 
tab's  guard  was  tuned  out;  Lcord  Keith's  ba^  w«i 
pvfpared;  and  as  Kfpoleon  creased  the  quarterpded^ 
^he  soldi^s  psesfsMed  arms  under  three  ruffles  of  the 
drum,  being  the  salute  paid  to  a  general  ofionr*  His 
ntef  was  firm  and  steady;  his  farewell  to  Captain 
MaiUtmd  polite  and  friendly.  That  officer  had  no 
4oubt  sdmethwg  to  forgire  tp  Napoleon,  who  had 
lendeavomipd  to  fix  on  him  the  stigma  cf  beiing  laid 
%  snare  for  him ;  yet  the  candid  and  raniy  arowal  i£ 
the  fieelings  whidi  remained  on  hi$  mindiat  pavtkig 
with  him,  ought  net  to  be  s»ppmsied.    They  edd 
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credk^  ^rtrt  tfiat  irequifi^d,  to  hk  plain,  Honest,  and 
tmyamkhed  naffftcire. 

*'  It  may  appear  surprising,  that  a  possiUHty  could 
exist  of  a  British  officer  being  prgudfced  m  favour 
of  one  wlio  had  caused  so  mmy  cdatnities  to  his 
countiy ;  but  to  such  an  extent  <Bd  he  possess  the 
power  of  pleasing,  that  there  are  feir  people  who 
could  have  sat  at  the  same  table  with  Inm  for  nearly 
a  nkmth,  as  I  did,  without  ft€^g  a  sensation  of 
pity,  allied  perhaps  t&  regretj  that  a  man  possessed 
of  so  many  fasdnating  qualities,  and  who  had  held  so 
high  a  station  in  life,  should  be  reduced  to  the  situa- 
tion in  which  I  saw  him.* 

Napoleon  was  received  on  board  of  the  Northum- 
berland  with  the  same  honours  paid  at  leaving  the 
Bi&Uerophon.  ^  George  Cockburn,  the  British  ad- 
miral to  irhose  charge  the  late  Emperor  was  now 
dommiffed,  was  in  every  respect  a  person  highly 
^aMfied  to  discharge  the  task  with  delicacy  towards 
Napoleon,  yet  with  fidelity  to  the  instructions  he  had 
i^eived.  Of  good  birth,  accustomed  to  the  first  so- 
ciety, a  handsome  person,  and  an  agreeable  address, 
he  had  yet  so  much  of  the  firmness  of  his  prcrfcssitm  as 
to  be  aMe  to  do  unpleasing  things  when  necessary. 
In  every  particvdar  within  the  circle  of  his  orders, 
ht  was  kfad,  geiftle^  and  accommodating ;  b^ond 
A^,  he  Iras  ilsflexible.  Tins  mixture  of  courteirf 
MA  fiAnness  was  particularly  necessary,  since  Na^ 
poleoB,  and  still  more  iiis  attendants  on  Ms  Uhalf, 
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were  desirous  upon  several  occasions  to  arrogate  a 
degree  of  royal  rank  for  tbe  prisofeer,  wUch  &at 
George  Cockbum^s  instructidns,  for  reasons  to  be 
hereafter  noticed,  positively  fwbade  him  to  concede. 
All  that  he  could  give,  he  gave  with  a  readiness 
which  slmwed  kindness  as  well  as  courtesy;  but 
aware  that,  beyond  the  fixed  limit,  each  admitted 
claim  would  only  form  the  foundation  for  another,  he 
made  his  French  guests  sensible  that  ill-humour  or 
anger  could  have  no  effect  upon  his  conduct 

The  consequence  was,  that  though  Napoleon, 
when  transferred  to  the  Northumberland,  was,  by 
the  orders  of  the  Admindty,  deprived  of  certain 
marks  of  deference  which  he  received  on  board  of 
the  Bellerophon,  (where  Captain  Maitland  had  no 
precise  orders  on  the  subject,  and  the  withholding 
of  which  in  him  would  have  been  a  gratuitous  in* 
fliction  of  humiliation,)  yet  no  positive  quarrel,  fiur 
less  any  rooted  ill-will,  took  place  betwixt  Napoleon 
and  the  admiral.  The  latter  remained  at  the  prin- 
cipal place  of  his  own  table,  was  covered  when  on  the 
quarter-deck,  after  the  first  salutations  had  passed^ 
and  disregarded  other  particulars  of  etiquette  obser- 
ved towards  crowned  heads ;  yet  such  circumstances 
only  occasioned  a  little  temporary  coldness,  which, 
as  the  admiral  paid  no  attention  to  his  guests^  dis- 
pleasure, soon  i^ve  way  to  a  Frenchman'is  natural 
love  of  society ;  and  Sir  George  Cockbum  (ceasing 
t9  be  thei^^m,  as  Las  Pases  says  the  French  termed 
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him  wlien  ib&f  were  in  the  pet,)  became  that  mixture 
of  the  ohligiiig  gentleman  aad  strict  ofBcer  for  which 
Naspdeon  held  him  mhsatYet  he  spoke  candidly  on 
thesabject. 

It  may  be  mentioned  as  no  bad  instance  of  thi^  line 
of  conduct,  and  its  effects,  that  upon  the  Northumber- 
laRd  crossing  the  line,  the  Emperor  desiring  to  exhibit 
hismunifieeuce  to  the  seamen,  by  presenting  them  with 
a  hundred  louis  d'^or,  under  pretext  of  paying  the  oidi- 
naiy  fine.  Sir  George  Cockbum,  eonsideriog  this  tri- 
bite  to  Neptune  as  too  excessive  in  amount,  would 
not  permit  the  donattve  to  exceed  a  tenth  part  of  the 
sum ;  and  Napoleon,  offended  by  the  restriction,  paid 
nothing  at  aU«  Upon  another  occasimi,  early  in  the 
yoyage,*a  ^Sereotce  in  national  manners  gave  rise  to 
(me  of  those  slight  misunderstandings  which  we  haye 
noticed.  Napoleon  was  accustomed,  like  all  French- 
men, to  leare  the  table  immediately  after  dinner,  and 
Sir  George  Cockburn,  with  the  English  officers,  re- 
mained after  him  at  table ;  for,  in  permitting  his 
French  guests  their  liberty,  the  admiral  did  not 
choose  to  admit  the  r^ht  of  Napoleon  to  break  up 
the  party  at  his.  Sir  George's,  own  table.  This  gave 
some  ^content.*  Notwithstanding  these  trifling 
subjects  of  dissatisfaction,  Las  Cases  informs  us  that 


•  Las  Cases,  voL  Imi^e,  Partie  Imi^ie,  p.  101,  gives  somewhat 
A  different  account  of  this  trifling  matter,  which  appears  to  haye 
been  a  mistmderstanding.  Las  Cases  supposes  the  Admind  to  have 
beta  ofibided  at  Kapdleon't  rising,  wheiws  Sir  Gtorgs  Cockbum 
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iihe  admiral,  whom  be  took  to  be  pcopowriiedt  igaiait 
them  at  first,  became  every  di^  Aiote  maicdk.  Tfie 
Emperor  mod  to  take  haa  am  emj  ^afiag  mi:  tte 
quarter-deck,  and  hold  losg  conTorsatioittriritb  Uii 
iipoii  BHantimeatdiyeetBy  aa  ireB  aa  past  evdota  in^ 
oerld.'^ 

While  on  boaril  the  NorthutriberlaBd,  tlie  kteSs^ 
pieror  spent  his  nnniiBgs  in  readily  ov  wtiAaqg  i  his 
irrmngs  in  his  ^erdse  upon  deck,  and  at  caada^ 
The  game  was  genexaUy  vingt  tm.  Bixt  whm  die 
^lafybecsme  rather  deep,  faediseoiiraged  tlMit  aamae^ 
ment,  and  sufastltated  chess.  Great  taetimBn  as  he 
was.  Napoleon  did  not  phy  wdl  at  that  mifitaiy 
game,  and  it  was  with  diffiodty  diat  kis  antagoidsl) 
Monlholon,  xxndd  avoid  the  solecasra  of  beating' the 
£lmpen)r> 

During  tb&  voyage,  Ni^deon^s  ./0»r  dejpkem^ 
icurred,whidiwasalsohisbhth.day.  It  was  the  15th 
August ;  a  day  fi>r  which  the  Pope  had  ea^essty 
cataonised  a  8t  NapoleM  to  be  the  Emperinr's  pa^ 
tnm.  And  now,  afrange  revohitian,  it  was  edehri- 
ted  by  him  on  board  of  an  Englirii  man-of-wsir, 
which  was  condnethig  him  to  his  place  of  in^risnii^i 
ment,  and,  gi  it  proved,  his  tomb.    Yet  Napoleon 


WM  only  desitous  to  show  tirat  he  did  not  conceive  himscif  oliifged 
10  break  up  the  jnit ty  because  his  French  guests  withdrew.  It  le^ns, 
Jiowever,  to  have  dwelt  on  Napoleon's  mind,  and  was  always  quoted 
9vhen  he  desired  to  express  dissatisfaction  with  the  admiral. 
*  Ibidem,  p.  149. 
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«Mned  cfaeeffal  and  contented  during  the  whole  day, 
Jttd  was  tf?«  pleased  with  being  fortunate  at  play, 
whidi  be  leoeived  as  a  good  omen. 

Upon  the  15th  October  1815,  the  Northumber- 
iand  xeaehed  St  Helena,  which  presents  but  an 
impiOBiiaing  aspect  to  those  who  design  it  for  a  resi* 
'dence,  though  it  may  be  a  welcome  sight  to  the  sea- 
ircxm  mariner.  Its  destmed  inhabitant,  from  the  deck 
of  iheNotdmmberland,  surveyed  it  witb  hij»  spy-gbUBi^. 
St  James^  Town,  an  inconsiderable  village,  was  be- 
ftie  huK^^icbasedi  aa  it  were  in  a  valley,  amid  arid 
«M  WStfp^  fdcka  of  inuBiense  height ;  ev^ery  {Aat- 
form^  every  c^pening,  every  gorge,  was  bristled  with 
CSHBOB*  Las  Cases,  who  stood  by  him^  could  Qot 
peredlve  die  sl^htest  akeratioB  rf  his  eomfenance. 
The  orders  of  government  had  been,  that  Napoleon 
abottld  remain  on  boai^  till  axesidenoe  could  be  pre* 
pared  aiiitaUe  for  the  line  of  Ufe  be  was  to  kadm 
future.  But  as  thi»  was  Hkely  to  be  a  work  of  time. 
Sir  George  Cockbum  readily  undertook,  on  his  own 
xesponnbility,  to  put  his  passengers  on  shore,  and 
,'pio^de  in  some  wsf  £v  the  security  of  Napoleon's 
person,  until  the  neeessary  habitation  should  be  fi^ 
mA  up.  He  was  accor^iigly  transferred  to  hmd 
mgpm  the  16di  October ;  and  thus  the  Emperor  of 
T^mtte,  My,  welln^li  of  Eorope,  sunk  into  the 
Be^AoM  of  01  Helena. 
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CHAPTER  IV- 

Causes  whieh  Justify  the  English  Oovernment  in  the  measure 
of  Napoleon's  Banishment — He  was  a  Prisoner  of  War,  and 
had  already  shown,  by  breach  of  the  Treaty  of  FontaintHeau, 
that  no  confidence  could  be  r^med  in  him.'^The  Oavem* 
ment  was  even  censured  for  not  taking  stronger  precautions 
to  prevent  his  escape  from  Elba, — Napoleon's  wish  to  retire 
to  England,  in  ordlsr  that,  being  near  France,  he  might 
again  interfere  in  her  affairs, — Reaeons  for  wUhhoUing 

.'  from  him  the  title  of  Emperor. — Advantages  of  St  Helena, 
as  a  place  of  Banishment, — Sir  George  Cockbum's  Instruct 
turns  for  the  Treatment  of  Napoleon, — Longwood fixed  on 
as  the  place  of  residence  of  the  Ex^Emperor, — Temporary 
accommodation  prepared  for  him  at  Briars. — He  removes  to 
Longwood. — Precautions  taken  for  the  safe  custody  of  the 
Prisoner. — Regulations  concerning  the  Vessels  permitted  to 
enter  the  Harbour. 

We  are  now  to  touch  upon  the  arguments  which, 
seem  to  justify  the  administration  of  England  in  the 
strict  course  which  they  adopted  towards  Napoleon 
JBuonaparte,  in  restraining  his  persoaa,  and  abating 
ihe  privileges  of  rank  which  he  tenaciously  claimed. 
And  here  we  are  led  to  obserye  the  change  produced 
in  men^s  feelings  within  the  space  of  only  twelre 
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yetn.  In  1816,  when  the  present  author,  hoverer 
inadequate  to  the  task,  attempted  to  treat  of  the  lame 
salgect,  there  exbted  a  oonsiderahle  party  in  Britain 
who  were  of  pj^ion  that  the  Britbh  govemment 
would  beat  hate  diaehai^^ed  thdr  duty  to  France 
and  Europe,  by  delivering  up  Napoleon  to  Louia 
XVIIL'*s  goyemment,  to  be  treated  as  he  himadf 
had  treated  the  Duke  d^Enghien.  It  would  be  at 
this  time  of  day  needless  to  throw  away  argument 
upon  this  sulgect,  or  to  show  that  Napoleon  was  at 
leaalventided  to  aecurity  of  life,  by  his  sunender  to 
the  British  flag. 

As  needless  would.it  be  to  go  over  the  frequently 
repeated  groimd,  which  prores  so  clearly  that  in 
oAer  respects  the  transaction  with  Captain  Maitland 
amounted  to  an  unconditional  surrender.  Napobon 
had  considered  every  plan  of  escape  by  force  or  ad- 
dress, and  none  had  seemed  to  him  to  present  such 
chance  of  a  &vourable  result,  as  that  which  upon 
full  oonsid^ation  he  adopted.  A  surrender  to  Eng- 
land insured  his  life^  and  gave  him  the  hope  of  ta- 
king further  advantages  from  the  generosity  of  the 
British  nation ;  for  an  unconditional  surrender,  as 
it  secures  nothing,  so  it  excludes  nothing.  Gene- 
ral Bertrand,  when  on  board  the  Northumberland, 
said  that  Napoleon  had  been  much  influenced  in 
taUng  the  step  he  had  done  by  the  Abb6  Sieyes, 
who  had  strongly  advised  him  to  proceed  at  once  to 
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JEmf^iffioii  m  prrferaKe  ta  taknig  aiy  olher  coubr^ 
nAtdi  pifotecrftliftt  iai  Modbtin  nuet  tf  cmttie  binw 
beisD  formed  lomg  bbftn^  he  eTer  saw  Ctptain  Maftk 
hnd.  Erea  Monsieur  LaffCflBes^  wheadoadrfeiaA 
mmfid,  cones  to  the  nme  lesult ;  ibriie  admits  Unl 
bB:Beter  hfl|»ed  thitt  Napniecm  would  beamtideml 
ZM  a  &c^  hmxi^  or  zecmepanp<Mi  fiir  Americii ;  bbt 
only  AH  he  iraiild  Im  bft  in  eiisloUf  imtorvdldBE 
reetrictionH  than  litite  inftieted  upon  him.  But  us  ho 
Blade  HO  st^^mlalion  of  any  kind  coficenMBg  the  mth 
tute  of  Ame  wstrictidiis,  they  anist  of  eewse  kKfe 
been  left  to  the  option  of  the  conquering  party.  Th» 
qilealian^  tisalefiDfe^  betwixt  Napolem  and  Ae  Bri« 
tnh  wattoB^  w^  nat  eae  wijasiite,  yfUA  hasa )r|^ 
tx>  kis  AiBj  Aongfi  the  cesuequcaee  shoidd  be  dti* 
siraftaon  to  tbe  party  by  whidh  it  la  to  be  vaidaral^ 
bM  one  of  genewiaity  aitd  d^eney,  feeiit^  widah 
can  only  be  witety  indulged  with  reftrmoe  to  Ilia 
safety  of  those  who  act  iipcm  theat. 

Napoleon  baiBig  thus  a  pMoner  siEnendered  at 
dtacietion,  becaitie  sul^eeted  to  die  eoaamoa  itew%  et 
wav,  wbidi  aatibrodbe  belligerent  powers  to  shut  wp 
prisoners  of  war  in  places  of  confinement,  ftetn  wbiek 
k  ia  obly  usual  to  except  such  whote  honour  may  be 
aMnmted  as  a  sufficient  guardnlee  for  their  good 
fStttb^  or  wbose  pdwefr  oi  doing  iitju'^  is  so  smiii 
tkat  it  might  be  accounted  contemptible.  But  Bne^ 
naparf§  w^  neith^  in  the  one  situation  nor  iht 
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^khn^    Bk  po»ger  vag  gw^  tfce  fwptirfw  to  imp 
it  paweiloly  aiid  Ihe  oonfideiHie  to  be  lAactt^ 
«(diitk>ii  0T  pxomiao  to  remt  audi  teia{ilMlaD>  foy 
diglit  indeed. 

There  is  wi  umiftk^Bied  lepcnrt  tfaftt  Lerd  Cul^ 
mel^  jut  ibe  time  of  tjhe  tieaty  of  Fia^aiiibkaii, 
a^ed  C«idi»iic  wit)  wby  Napoleon  did  sol  fibooae  to 
ask  «9&s^  in  Gi^leiid,  9»ther  then  eoeept  tiM  A- 
noetiicKealonBti^pfEniieirorofBlfai.  Wedoak 
Biaeli  if  Levid  Ceaidcweag^  md  m.  But  i^  either 
jiqioa  s«oh  a  hinii  or  iipaii  hie  own  feee  laotian,  Nft. 
foleon  bed  dbumm  ii»  1814,  to  lefoae  his  eonfidflBee 
in  the  BritiMi  netieii,  or  even  had  be  fatten  into  oar 
.tends  by  chmce  of  war,  Ztaj^bnd  ou^  oiitttiilf , 
W  ao  jextraoedinaijr  an  ooeaaien,  to  haye  behaved 
IPStfa  nagnanimity;  and  perhi^  oiq|ht  etdier  to 
haye  permitted  Napoleon  to  re«de  aa  an  infivi- 
di^  vitfain  her  dominions^  or  auffiired  him  to  have 
departed  to  Ameneat  It  m^t  then  have  been  ur- 
gpd|  (tlunj^h  oautiene  fersona  might  even  dien  h^ 
«tat^)  that  the  pledged  woad  of  »aoldfar»  who  had 
lieen^  lately  a  ipmoragn,  onght  to  be  reeeived  aa 
giWRni^fiMrhiaoUiervaace  of  treaty.  Najr,  it  might 
Ifchen  have  been  held,  that  the  talaita  and  aotivitf 
of  jl  singlo  individual)  attppoaing  them  as  great  as  hn^ 
SMn  powers  oen  he  eairied,  would  net  have  enaUM 
hiin>  hoirever  ^iemmtf  to  have  again  distuibed  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


110  LlVfi  Ot 

peace  of  Emope.  There  vould  have  been  a  itaturtii 
•d^flire,  therefore,  to  gi^ant  so  remarkable  a  person  thai 
liberty,  winch  a  generous  nadon  might  have  been 
willing  to  conceive  would  not,  and  could  not,  b^ 
abused.  But  the  experiment  of  Elba  gave  too  ample 
proof  at  once  how  little  reliance  wiks  to  be  placed  in 
Napoleon^  engagement,  and  how  much  danger  was 
to  be  apprehended  from  him,  even  when  his  fortunes 
were  apparently  at  the  lowest  ebb.  His  breach  of 
libe  treaty  of  Fontainbleau  altered  entirely  Ms  re- 
lations with  England  and  with  Europe ;  and  placed 
him  in  the  condition  of  one  whose  word  could  not  be 
trusted,  and  whose  personal  freedom  was  inconsist- 
ent with  the  liberties  of  Europe.  The  experiment 
4>f  trusting  to  his  parole  had  been  tried  and  failedi 
The  wise  may  be  deceived  once ;  only  fools  are  twice 
cheated  in  the  same  manner. 

It  may  be  pleaded  and  admitted  for  Napoleon, 
diat  he  had,  to  instigate  his  returning  from  Elba; 
as  strong  a  temptation  as  earth  could  hold  out  to 
an  ambitious  spirit  like  his  own, — ^the  prospect  of 
«n  extraordmary  enterprise,  with  the  Imperial  throne 
for  its  reward.  It  may  be  also  allowed,  that  the 
Bourbons,  delaffing  to  pay  his  stipulated  revenue, 
aflbrded  him,  so  far  as  they  were  concerned,  a  cer* 
tsin  d^ree  of  provocation.  But  all  this  would  ar- 
gue against  his  being  again  trusted  within  the  reach 
ci  such  temptation.  While  France  was  in  a  state  of 
such  turmoil  and  vexation,  mth  the  remains  of  a  dis« 
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i  a  fidde  popiiiaftion»-^ 
vkileih^Kiaig  (in  osder  to  make  good  his  stipulated 
paym^oits  to  the  alUes,)  was  oUiged  to  impose  beavy 
taxoB^and  to  rsisethem  with  someseTcrity,  many  op- 
portunities  might  arise,  in  whidi  Napoleon,  either 
complaining  of  some  petty  injuries  of  his  own,  or  in- 
cited by  the  discontented  state  of  the  French  natioa, 
m^ht  renew  his  momnraUe  attempt  of  S8th  JPebni- 
ary.    It  was  the  business  of  the  British  ministry  to 
prevent  all  hazard  of  this.    It  was  but  on  the  20th 
April  before,  that  they  were  csUed  iqpon  by  the  Op- 
porition  to  account  to  the  House  of  Commons  for 
not  taking  proper  precautions  to  prevent  Buona- 
parte's escape  from  Elba.  For  what  then  would  they 
haTe  rendered  themselves  responsible,  had  they  pla- 
eed  him  in  drcumstances  which  admitted  of  a  second 
escape  ?— at  least  for  the  full  extent  of  all  the  confift- 
sion  and  bloodshed  to  which  such  an  event  must  no* 
cessarily  have  given  rise.  The  justice,  as  well  as  th^ 
necessity  of  the  case,  warranted  the  abridgment  of 
^Buonaparte's  liberty,  the  extent  of  which  had  beep 
made,  by  his  surrender,  dependant  upon  the  will  q£ 
Britain. 

In  deducing  this  condusion,  we  have  avoided  ha- 
ving any  recourse  to  the  argument  ad  hominem.  We 
have  not  mentioned  the  dungeon  of  Toussaint,  on  the 
frontier  of  the  Alps,  or  the  detention  of  Ferdinand, 
a  confiding  and  circumvented  ally,  in  the  chateau  of 
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luidlirokiii  lb«r  piadk  oCJhoiimr,  Iqr  ^8^ 
ISngliUMl,  yet  were  nomeA  m  die  'llUlUMiwiridi 
fii^Qlur  and  pmfermeiito.  NritlierJim^iiw  landed  K» 
tbe  great  etete  aiaaaia,  ¥4iioh  ^rtoted  pelllieel  neoei- 
fiity,  or  ezpedteni^,  into  a  power  sis^erior  to  moral 
law.  Were  Britain  to  Tindioate  faer  aetbns  hf  su€k 
insMMes  as  the  abore,  it  wedd  be  reversmg  «be 
blessed  mle,  aotiog  towards  our  enemy,  not  aocerdag 
as  wewoiild  have  de»red  he  ciioidd  have  done,  birt 
as  he  actually  had  done  ia  regasd  to  us,  aiid  obser« 
TSDg  a  crooked  and  oriaHoai  lii^e  of  policy,  because 
em  adversary  had  set  us  the  example. 

But  Buonaparte^s  foraier  actions  mwt  neeesrarilf 
have  been  considered,  so  fiur  as  to  asceitoin  what 
confidence  was  to  be  v^H>sed  in  his  personal  charac- 
ter; and  ifihat  was  foundmaikedby  gross  mstances  of 
breacdiof  fittth  toothers,  mimsteiswoidd  surely  have 
been  inexcusable  had  they  placed  him  in  a  situation 
whsre  his  fidelity  was  what  die  nation  had  principal- 
ly to  depend  <m  for  tranquil]^.  Thelact  jseems  to 
be  admitted  by  Las  Cases,  that  while  he  proposed 
to  rstm  to  Ei^^d,  iiwas  idth  the.hope  of  i^ain 
medcBiBg  in  Frmeh  dBEs^.^    The  example  of  Sir 


•  This,  to  be  sure,  according  to  Las  Cases,  was  only  in  order  to 
carry  through  those  great  schemes  of  establishing  the  peace,  the  ho- 
Hour,  and  the  union  of  the  country.    He  had  hoped  to  the  last,  it 
17 
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Nod  CaoqibeU  had  tdioim  Imw  Ihde  reaUwal  the 
mgfe  fitesenee  of  •  rmnniiwinwrr  v<iiild  h«f«  kad 
ever  tins  atmofdinarj  man ;  and  his  retimectioB 
after  leanng  Elba,  had  disdoody  demcmfltrated  that 
aotfaiag  was  to  be  trusted  to  the  seednd  piAljad 
death  which  he  pioposjsd  to  sidNntt  to  as  a  leduae 
in  Eagland. 

It  has,'  howerer,  been  ufged,  that  if  the  character 
of  die  tiaies  and  his  own  rendered  it  an  act  of  stem 
necesaity  to  take  firom  Napoleon  his  personal  fiee- 
dem,  his  captiyi^  ought  to  have  been  at  least  ac« 


aeems,  in  die  critical  moment,  <<  Tli*t,  at  the  sight  of  the  pubUe 
danger,  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  France  would  be  opened ;  that  they 
would  return  to  hhn,  and  enable  him  to  save  the  country  of  France. 
U  WM  this  whkh  made  him  prolong  the  time  at  Mslmaiseiu^  wm 
this  which  induced  him  to  tarry  yet  longer  at  Rochefort*  If  he  is 
now  at  St  Helena,  he  owes  it  to  that  sentiment  It  is  a  train  of 
dioaght  ftiom  idridi  he  could  netcr  be  separated.  Yet  men  latdy, 
when  there  was  no  other  zesonrce  than  to  accept  the  hospitality  of 
the  Bellerophon,  perhaps  it  was  not  without  a  species  of  satisfaction 
that  he  found  himself  irresistibly  drawn  on  by  the  course  of  events 
ttfsraids  Kf^lmd, since  beiqg  there  was  being  near  France.  He  knew 
well  that  he  would  not  be  free,  but  he  hoped  to  make  his  opinion 
heard ;  and  then  how  many  chances  would  open  themselves  to  the 
new  dlrecdsn  whidi  he  wished  to  inspire.*'— ^(^ur  auprh  de  f- 
Em^teur  Najfoleony  &c  Tom.  II*  Partie  Si^me.  We  cannot  un- 
derstand  the  meaning  of  this,  unless  it  implies  that  Napoleon,  while 
retiring  into  England,  on  condition  of  abstaining  from  politics,  en- 
tertained hopes  oi  regaining  his  ascendency  in  French  affairs,  by  and 
through  the  infiuenee  which  he  expected  to  exercise  over  those  of 
Britain. 

VOL.  IX.  H 
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cMipHtted  with  «11  nuMbof  konMnAb  Uimin—  ^ 
aod  tfan  it  WM  maweoHMily  cnx^  to  Irart  the  Ari>* 
mgi  of  faU  fidlowen  andhis  own,  faynfiiaiBg  hkn  the 
Impmal  title  and  persoiud  obeenwices,  which  he 
had  ei^oyed  in  hit  prosperitj,  end  Df  wineh  he  wee 
tcnecknis  in  adversity; 

It  will  be  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  if  anything 
could  have  been  done  conristent  with  the  main  ead- 
gendes  of  the  case,  to  save  Napoleon^  in  has  iminw 
tonate  situation,  a  single  pang,  that  measure  should 
haTO  been  resorted  to.  But  there  could  be  no  reasm 
why  Britain,  in  compassionate  courtesy,  should  give 
to  her  prisoner  a  title  which  she  had  refosed  to  him 
dejure^  even  while  he  wielded  the  empire  of  France 
dejacto  ;  and  there  were  arguments,  to  be  hereafter 
stated,  which  weighed  powerfully  against  grantu^ 
such  an  indulgence. 

The  place  of  N^ioleon^s  confinement,  also,  has 
been  the  subject  of  severe  censure ;  but  the  questiott 
is  entirdy  dependent  upon  the  right  of  confimng  him 
atalL  If  that  is  denied,  there  needs  no  farther  arpi^ 
ment ;  for  a  place  of  confinement,  to  be  effectual,  must 
connect  several  circumstances  of  safety  and  Mdvk^ 
sion,  each  in  its  degree  aggravating  the  suflRerings 
of  die  person  confined,  add  inflicting  pain  which 
ought  only  to  be  the  portion  of  a  legal  prisoner.  But 
if  it  be  granted,  that  a  person  so  formidable  as  Na- 
poleon should  be  debarred  i^m  the  power  of  making 
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aWMMl  ftTadHP  nm  the  earth,  there  is  perhaps  no 
place  in  die  wwld  whece  ao  ample  a  degree  of  aecuri^ 
amid  bam  been  reconciled  with  the  same  degree  of 
peraeoal  fireedom  to  the  captivoy  as  St  Helena. 

The  healthfubiesa  of  the  eUmate  of  that  island  will 
be  best  proTed  by  the  contents  of  a  report  annexed  to 
a  return  made  on  20th  March  1820,  by  Dr  Thomas 
Sfaortti  phyridan  to  die  forces ;  from  which  it  i^ipears, 
that  among  the  troops  then  stationed  in  St  Helena, 
constantly  employed  in  ordinary  or  on  &tigue  doty, 
and  always  exposed  to  the  atmosphere,  the  propordon 
(tf  sick  was  only  as  one  man  to  thirty,  even  including 
casualties,  and  diose  sent  to  the  hospital  after  pu- 
nishment. This  extraordinary  degree  of  health,  su« 
perior  to  that  of  most  places  in  the  wwld,  Dr  Shortt 
iaqpates  to  the  drcumstance  of  the  island  being  pla^ 
ced  m  the  way  of  the  trade-winds,  wb^e  the  continued 
steady  fagoeeae  carries  off  the  superfluous  heat,  and 
wtth  ilsuch  effluvia  noxious  to  the  human  oonsdiutiony 
asit  may  have  generated*  The  same  cause,  bringing 
with  it  a  soocesrion  of  vapours  from  the  ocean,  af^ 
fords  a  cbudy  curtain  to  intercept  the  sun^s  rays,  and 
prevttts  the.  ocoumce  of  those  violent  and  rapid 
forms  of  disease,  wbtch  present  themselves  din>ugh« 
otttthetropiesingcneml.  Checkedporspiraftionisno^ 
ticed  as  an  occasional  cause  of  disease,  but  which, 
if  properly  treated,  is  only  fatal  to  those  whose  con- 
stitttdons  have  been  previously  exhausted  by  lung 
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residence  in  a  hot  climate.  It  shoald  also  be  obser^ 
ved,  that  the  cUmate  of  the  island  is  remarkably 
steady,  not  varying  upon  an  average  more  than  nine 
or  ten  degrees  in  the  course  of  the  year ;  vhich  equal- 
ity of  temperature  is  another  great  cause  of  the  gene- 
nd  healthfulness.*  The  atmosphere  is  warm  indeed ; 
but,  as  Napoleon  was  himself  bom  in  a  hot  climate, 
and  was  stated  to  be  afraid  of  the  cold  even  of  Bri- 
tain, that  could  hardly  in  his  case  be  considered  nn  a 
disadvantageous  circumstance. 

In  respect  to  Napoleon^s  personal  treatment,  Sir 
George  Cockbum  proceeded  on  his  arrival  to  ar- 
range this  upon  the  system  recommended  by  his 
final  instructions,  which  run  thus : 

^'  In  committing  so  important  a  trust  to  British 
officers,  the  Prince  Regent  is  sensible  that  it  is  not 
necessary  to  impress  upon  them  his  anxious  desire 
tliat  no  greater  measure  of  severity  with  respect  to 
confinement  or  restriction  be  imposed,  than  what  is 
deemed  necessary  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  that 
duty,  which  the  Admiral,  as  well  as  the  Governor 
of  Saint  Helena,  must  ever  keep  in  mind, — the 
perfect  security  of  General  Buonaparte^s  person. 
Whatever,  consbtent  with  this  great  olgect,  can 
be  allowed  in  the  shape  of  indulgence,  his  Royal 


«  S«e  Appendix,  No.  X. 
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HighBOflft  is  coiifidcsit  will  be  williiigly  ahown  to  the 
General;  «ad.lie  zdiee  on  Sir  Geoige  Cockbum^a 
known  seal  and  eneygy  of  character,  that  he  will  not 
allow  himaelf  to  be  betrayed  into  any  improyident 
lelaxation  of  his  duty.""* 

It  was  in  the  spirit  of  these  instructions  that  Sir 
George  Coclbom  acted,  in  selectbg  a  place  of  resi* 
dence  for  his  important  prisoner,  while,  at  the  same 
time^  he  consolted  Napolton^s  wishes  as  much  as  the 
case  could  possibly  admit. 

.  The  accommodation  upon  the  iskmd  was  by  no 
mefms  such  as  oould  be  desired  in  the  circumstances* 
There  were  only  three  houses  of  a  public  character, 
which  were  in  any  degree  adapted  for  such  a  guest 
Two,  the  town  residences  of  the  goyemor  and  lieu- 
tenant-goTemor  of  the  island,  were  unfit  for  the  ha- 
Intati<m  of  Napoleon,  because  they  were  within  James 
Town,  a  situation  which,  for  obvious  reasons,  was 
not  adyisable.  The  third  was  Plantation- House,  a 
TiUa  in  the  country,  belonging  to  the  governor,  which 
waa  the  best  dwelliog  in  the  island.  The  British  ad- 
ministration had  prohilHted  the  selection  of  this 
house  for  the  residence  of  the  late  Imperial  captive. 
We  differ  firom  their  oj^on  in  this  particular,  bo- 


*  Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Earl  Bathurst,  addressed  to  th» 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  dated  30th  July,  181* 
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MOM  die  T^i^  bM  iHmmtiMiditte 
gireatnen;  and,  m  hut  dfcunsiiiuM^  NqxdeMy 
with  every  Tespeet  to  the  atttliotity  of  dicr  go^emor^ 
ought  to  hai:e  h^ea  the  lait  person  on  the  iriand 
aubjected  to  inconYenience.    We  hate  Htde  doabt 
that  it  would  have  been  so  arranged^  but  for  the 
disposition  of  the  kte  Ftendh  Emperor  and  his  fot* 
lowers  to  use  erery  point  of  deference,  w  eemplaiH 
sanee,  exercised  towards  them,  as  an  argument  for 
pushing  their  pretensions  farther.    Thus,  the  d^ 
kjr  showed  by  Admiral  Hotham  and  Captam  Mait- 
land,  in  manning  the  yards  as  Napoleon  passed  firom 
one  tessd  to  the  other,  was  pleaded  upon  as  a  proof 
that  his  fiee  and  r^al  oonditaon  was  acknowledged 
by  these  officers ;  and,  no  doubt,  the  assigning  for 
his  use  the  best  house  in  the  island,  might,  aoeocd* 
ing  to  the  same  mode  of  logic,  have  been  assumed  to 
hnply  that  Nqpoleon  had  no  superior  in  St  Helena. 
Still  there  were  means  of  repdling  this  spirit  of  en<t 
croachment,  if  it  had  diown  itself;  and  we  think  it 
would  have  been  better  to  risk  the  oonsequenoes  iBi* 
dicated,  and  to  have  assigned  Plantation-House  fov 
his  residence,  as  that  which  was  at  least  the  best  ao« 
eommodation  which  the  island  afforded.    Some  cir» 
cumstances  about  the  locality,  it  is  believed,  had  ez« 
cited  doubts  whether  the  house  could  be  completely 
guarded.  But  this,  at  any  rate,  was  a  question  which 
had  been  considered  at  home,  where,  perhaps,  the 
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aetauA  Hate  of  Ike  idind  wis  km  polbotly 
flood;  aad  Sir  G«otg•CQaUMlIl^  ftttirad 
ilnicliBHg»  hod  no  oiunco  in  tho  mmHiUst. 
'    Boflidos  Plaatetfam-Houio,  thoro  mn  aaolhor  mk- 
dmoe  aitootedm  tliecouiitiy,aadoecapiodb7  thelioa- 
tODaat-gaTenior,  oiUod  Loagvood,  wbiA^  after  all  the 
JWerenl  eiUioe  end  ]«8ido«c»8  in  the  ulsDd  luui  boM 
•xmiMd,  was  chooen  by  Sir  GeofgeCodiboni  osthe 
ibtttremndfiicoof  Nopolcon.  Il  lioe  dotoehcd  fiom 
the  geimoBy  inbabked  ^Umo  of  the  iabnd,  eooto- 
qoently  notie  wore  hfcely  to  frequent  its  neighboui!- 
hood,  unless  those  who  eeme  there  on  busbesa.    It 
wes  also  diatani  from  those  ]miats  which  were  Bost  M* 
oessiMe  to  boats,  wUeh,  nadl  they  shovld  be  soflU 
dai)dy  d^Bftded,  U  was  not  desirable  to  eiqKise  to  the 
i4iaer?ati(m  of  Napoleon  or  his  military  companiona. 
At  Longwood,  too,  there  was  an  extent  e£  level 
giwmd,  capaUe  of  being  obserred  and  secured  by 
sentinels,  presentiDg  a  space  adapted  for  exercise, 
whether  on  horseback  or  in  a  carriage ;  and  the  st« 
tuation,  being  high,  was  mote  eool  than  the  confl* 
ned  valleys  of  the  neighbourhood.  The  house  itself 
was  equal  in  aeooamodation  (thoi]^h  that  ia  not  say- 
ing much)  to  any  on  the  idand,  Plantation^Hoase 
excepted. 

To  conclude,  it  was  appnyved  of  by  Napoleon, 
who  visited  it  personally,  and  expressed  himself  so 
Binch  satisfied,  that  it  was  difficult  to  prefail  on  him 
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i0  Imre  tht  f^ace.  louM^Me  tir<twiiiii»l  wmi 
liiereforenwd^,  for  makiiig  mch  additkns  u  dionid 
render  the  reudenoe,  if  nol  such  a  one  m  coidd  be 
wished,  «t  least  as  commodious  as  the  cucimistaiiees 
admitted.  Indeed  it  was  hoped,  by  as«staaoe  ci  a^- 
lifioers  and  frames  to  be  sent  horn  Ei^knd,  to  im* 
prove  it  to  any  extent  required.  In  the  ]neanwhile» 
until  the  repairs  immediatdiy  necessary  oould  be  made 
at  JLongwood,  General  Bertnmd,  and  the  resi  oi  Na« 
poleon's  suite,  were  quartered  in  a  furnished  house 
in  James  Town,  while  he  himself,  at  las  own  re^ 
qi^t,  todc  up  his  abode  at  Briars,  a  small  house,  or 
cottage,  romantically  situated,  a  little  way  from  the 
town,  in  which  he  could  only  have  one  spare  roi»tt  for 
his  own  accommodation.  Sir  George  Cockbum  would 
have  persuaded  him  rather  to  take  up  his  temporaryt 
abode  in  the  town,  where  the  best  house  in  the  place 
was  provided  for  him.  Napoleon  declined  this  propo^ 
sal,  pleading  his  natural  aversion  to  expose  himself  u> 
the  public  gaze.  Besides  the  solitude,  the  plearing 
landscape,  agreeable  espedally  to  those  whose  persona 
have  been  lately  confined  to  a  ship,  and  whose  eyes 
have  long  wandered  over  the  waste  g£  ocean,  detcx- 
mined  the  £x-Emperor  in  favour  of  Briars. 

Whilst  dwelling  at  Briars,  Napoleon  limited  him« 
self  more  than  was  necessary ;  for,  taking  exception 
at  the  sentinels,  who  were  visible  from  the  windows 
of  the  house,  and  objecting  more  reasonably  to  the 
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rtterl  fd  ^mnibnihe  UipxMeited  himaelf  m  a  femaU 
pantion,  comurtuig  of  one  good  room,  and  two  smaU 
altia  apartments,  which  stood  about  twenty  yardb 
ftom  the  house.  Of  coorae,  his  freedom,  unless  when 
aeoompanied  by  a  British  field«officer,  was  limited  to 
the  small  garden  of  the  cottage,  the  rest  of  the  pre- 
ciactsbdng  watched  by  sentinels.  Ss  George  Cock- 
bam  fidt  for  the  situation  of  his  prisoner,  and  endea- 
▼oored  to  hurry  forward  the  improrements  at  Long- 
wood,  in  order  that  Napoleon  might  remore  thither. 
He  employed  for  this  purpose  the  ship-carpenters  of 
the  squadron,  and  all  the  artificers  the  island  could 
afford ;  '<  and  Longwood,''  says  Dr  O'Meara, «'  for 
nearly  two  months,  exhibited  n»  busy  a  scene  as  had 
ever  been  witnessed  (hoing  the  war  in  any  of  his  Ma- 
je^^s  dodc-yaids  whilst  a  fleet  was  fitting  out  un« 
der  the  panonal  direction  of  some  of  ^our  best  nayal 
commanders.  The  Admiral,  indefatigable  in  his 
exerti<»i8,  was  frequenily  seen  to  arrive  at  Longwood 
shortly  after  sunrise,  stimulating  by  his  presence  the 
St  Helena  workmen,  who,  in  general  lasy  and  indo« 
lent,  beheld  with  astonishment  the  dispatch  and  ac- 
tivity of  a  man-of-war  succeed  to  the  characteristic 
idleness,  which  until  then  they  had  been  accustom- 
ed both  to  witness  and  to  practise.'^ 

During  the  Ex-Emperor's  residence  at  Briars, 
he  remained  much  seduided  from  society,  spent  his 
mornings  in  the  garden,  and  in  the  evening  played 
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«t  whist  for  sugar-plimis,  witii  Mr  BlAooiiibe,  tlie 
proprietor,  ftnd  the  members  of  his  flmiOy.  Tlie 
Count  Las  Cases,  who  seemb,  among  those  of  bisMti- 
nue,  to  have  possessed  the  most  various  and  extensive 
Information,  was  naturally  selected  as  the  chief,  if  not 
die  only  companion  of  his  studies  and  recreations  in 
the  morning.  On  such  oecasions  he  was  usually  gai- 
tie,  accessible,  and  captivating  in  his  manners. 

The  exertions  of  Sir  Greorge  Cockbum,  struggling 
with  every  difficulty  which  want  of  building-materials, 
means  of  transport,  and  everything  which  ftciHtates 
finch  operations,  could  possibly  interpose,  at  length 
enabled  him  to  accomplish  the  transmutation  of  Long« 
wood  into  such  adwelHng-house,  as,  though  it  wasftr 
below  the  former  dignity  of  its  possessor,  might  suffi« 
dendy  accommodate  a  captive  of  the  rank  at'whieh 
Napoleon  was  rated  by  the  Rritbh  Government* 

On  the  9th  December,  Longwood  received  Na« 
poleon  and  part  of  his  household ;  the  Count  and 
Countess  of  Montholon  and  their  children;  die 
Count  Las  Cases  and  his  son.  *  General  Gour« 
gaud.  Doctor  O^Meara,  who  had  been  received  as  bis 


*  The  suite  of  apartments  destined  for  his  own  peculiar  use  con- 
■Uted  of  a  saloon,  an  eating-room,  a  library,  a  small  study,  and  a 
■leapiiig  apartment  This  was  a  stianga  contrast  with  the  palaces 
which  Napoleon  had  lately  inhabited ;  but  it  was  preferable,  in  the 
^rame  proportion,  to  the  Tower  of  the  Temple,  and  the  dungeons  of 
Tinoennes.  . 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


mdieilallentot,  ami  mudk  other  of  Ntpoletm's  at- 
tfodaata  m  Mstd  not  be  lodged  widiin  the  house^ 
veve,  £»r  the  time,  aeoommodated  with  tents ;  and 
^  Count  and  Ckmatess  Bertrand  were  lodged  in  a 
nnaUcott^^e  at  a  place  called  HutVgate,  just  on  the 
Yei^  of  what  might  be  called  the  privileged  grounds 
of  Longwood,  whilst  a  new  house  was  building  for 
their  reosption.  Upon  the  whole,  as  it  is  scarcely  de« 
Hied,  on  the  one  hand,  that  erery  effort  was  made  to 
render  Longwood-House  as  commodious  for  the  pri- 
soner  .as  time  and  means  could  possibly  permit ;  so, 
on  the  other,  it  must  in  fiitmess  be  considered,  that 
ihe  delay,  howeva  IneTitable,  must  have  been  pain- 
fully felt  by  the  Ex^Emperor,  confined  to  his  bat  at 
Brian ;  and  that  the  house  at  Longwood,  when  finish- 
ed  as  wdl  as  it  could  be  in  the  circumstances,  was 
far  inferior  in  accommodation  to  that  which  every 
Englishman  would  have  desired  that  the  distinguish- 
ed prisoner  should  have  enjoyed  whilst  in  English 
custody. 

It  had  been  proposed  to  remedy  the  deficiencies  of 
Longwood  by  constructing  a  habitation  of  wood  upon 
^a  Boitable  scale,  and  sending  it  out  in  pieces  from 
England,  to  be  put  together  on  the  spot ;  the  only 
mode,  as  the  island  can  scarce  be  said  to  afford  any 
hialdii^-materials,  by  which  the  desired  olgect  of  Na- 
poleon^s  fittmg  accommodation  could,  it  was  thought, 
be  duly  attained.  Circumstances,  however,  prevent*- 
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ed Ihift pUii from  being atlei»p4edlo1ioetRM iata 
exectttioiiforBoveralmoatbg;  wdafleriesctfiiBliapn^ 
disputes  betwixt  the  Governor  and  his  prisoner  add- 
ed years  of  delay ;  which  leads  us  again  to  ezpms 
our  regret  that  Plantation-House  bad  not  been  at  once 
assigned  to  Napoleon  for  his  residence. 

We  have  ahready  said,  that  around  the  house  of 
Longwood  lay  the  laigest  extent  of  open  ground 
in  the  neighbourhood,  fit  for  exercise  either  on  ftoC 
or  upon  horseback.  A  apace  of  twelve  miles  in  cir?> 
cumference  was  traced  off,  within  which  Napdeon 
might  take  exercise  without  bebg  attended  by  any 
one.  A  chain  of  s^itinels  sunounded  this  danuun 
to  prevent  his  passing,  unless  accompanied  by -a  Bri« 
tish  officer.  If  he  inclined  to  extend  his  excursions^ 
he  might  go  to  any  part  of  the  island,  providing 
the  officer  was  in  attendance,  and  near  enough  to 
observe  his  motions.  Such  an  orderiy  officer  was 
always  in  readiness  to  attend  him  when  required 
Within  the  limited  space  already  mentioned,  there 
were  two  camps,  that  of  the  5dd  regiment  at  Dead- 
wood,  about  a  mile  from  Longwood ;  another  at 
HutVgate,  where  an  officers  guard  was  mounted, 
that  being  the  principal  access  to  Longwood. 

We  are  now  to  consider  the  means  resorted  to  fiir 
the  safe  custody  of  this  important  prisoner.  The  old 
poet  has  said,  that  ^^  every  island  is  a  prison  C*  but, 
in  point  of  difficulty  of  escape,  there  is  none  whieh 
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can  oompAre  with  St  Helena;  which  was  no  doubt  the 
chief  resBon  for  its  being  sdected  as  the  place  of  Na- 
pokon^s  detention. 

Dr  O'^Meara,  no  friendly  witness,  infbnns  ns  that 
the  guards,  with  attention  at  once  to  Napoleon^s  feel- 
ings, and  the  security  of  his  person,  were  posted  in 
the  following  manner  :— 

**  A  sttbakem's  guard  was  posted  at  the  entrance 
of  Loi^wood,  about  six  hundred  paces  from  the 
heme,  and  a  cordon  of  sentinds  and  picquets  was 
placed  round  the  limits.  At  nine  o'^clock  the  senti- 
nels were  drawn  in  and  stationed  in  communication 
with  each  other,  surrounding  the  house  in  such  po-> 
sitions,  that  no  person  could  come  in  or  go  out 
without  being  seen  and  scrutinised  by  them.  At  the 
entrance  of  the  house  double  sentinels  were  placed, 
and  patrols  were  continually  passing  backward  and 
forward.  After  nine,  Napoleon  was  not  at  liberty 
to  leare  the  house,  unless  in  company  with  a  field 
officer ;  and  no  person  whatever  was  allowed  to  pass 
wi^ttt  the  counter-sign.  This  state  of  aflairs  con- 
tinued until  day-light  in  the  morning.  Every  land- 
ing-place in  the  island,  and,  indeed,  every  place 
which  presented  the  semblance  of  one,  was  furnish- 
ed widi  a  picquet,  and  sentinels  were  even  placed 
upon  every  goat-path  leading  to  the  sea ;  though  in 
truth  the  obstacles  presented  by  nature,  in  almost 
all  the  paths  ki  that  Erection,  would,  of  themselves, 
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have  pnn-ed  insimiiQiwtaUe  to  so  tinwkkfy  •  peraopt 
as  Napoleon.'' 

The  precaudoDs  taken  by  Sir  George  Cockbur»r 
to  avail  himself  of  the  natural  charaotfr  and  pecu- 
liarities of  the  island,  and  to  prevent  the  possiUh 
lity  of  iu  new  inhabitant  malting  his  escape  faf  sea, 
were  so  strict,  as,  even  without  the  assislanoe  of  ik 
more  immediate  guard  upon  his  person,  seeioedto 
exclude  the  possibility,  not  only  of  an  escape^  but 
even  an  attempt  to  communicate  with  the  prisoaers 
from  the  sea-coast 

«<  From  the  various  si^al-posts  on  the  idand,"*. 
continues  the  account  of  Dr  O'Meara,  ^^  ships  ara 
frequently  discovered  at  twenty-fi)ur  leagues'  die* 
tance,  and  always  long  before  they  can  approach  the 
shore.  Two  ships  of  war  continually  cruised,  oii« 
to  windward,  and  the  other  to  leeward,  to  whom  ng« 
nals  were  made  as  soon  as  a  vessel  was  dinoovered 
from  the  posts  on  shore.  Every  ship,  except  a  Btu 
tish  man-of-war,  was  accompanied  down  to  the  road 
by  one  of  the  cruisers,  who  remained  wuh  her  until 
she  was  either  permitted  to  anchor,  or  was  sent  awqr.^ 
No  foreign  vessels  werte  allowed  to  andior,  unless 
under  circumstances  of  great  distress ;  in  wUeh  case, 
no  person  from  them  was  permit(;idd  to  land,  and  aa 
officer  and  party  from  one  of  die  ships  of  war  was 
sent  on  board  to  take  chargje  of  them  as  long  as  <hey 
remained,  as  well  as  in  order  to  prevfoit  any  impro* 
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per  eommunication.  Every  fishiqg-boAt  bekngiiig 
to  the  island  was  numbered,  and  anchored  every 
eveniBg  at  sunset,  under  the  superintendence  of  a 
hmit^ant  in  the  navy.  No  boats,  excepting  guard* 
boats  fiom  the  ships  of  war,  which  pulled  about 
the  island  all  night,  were  allowed  to  be  down  after 
simset  The  orderly  oflScer  was  also  instructed  to 
ascertain  the  actual'  presence  of  Napoleon,  twice  in 
the  twenty-four  hours,  which  was  done  with  as  much 
delicacy  as  possible.  In  fact,  every  human  precau- 
tion to  prevent  escape,  short  of  actually  incarcera- 
ting or  aidbaini])^  him,  was  adopted  by  Sir  George 
Cockbum."^ 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Buonaparte's  aikged  grievances  considered. — Right  of  Great 
Britain  to  restrict  his  Liberty, -^Propriety  of  withhold' 
ing  the  Title  of  Efttper&r,-^The  Right  of  inspeOimg  km 
Correspondence  nUglU  have  been  dispensed  toith. — Heguia^ 
turn  that  a  British  Orderly  Officer  should  see  Napoleon  at 
certain  times  in  the  day — its  importance. — Limits  allowed 
Napoleon  for  his  walks  and  rides.-^Complaints  urged  by 
Las  Cases  against  Sir  Oeorge  CocM^um* — Measures  adopt' 
ed  by  the  European  Powers  to  secure  Napoleons  safe  cuS' 
tody, — Sir  Hudson  Lowe  appointed  Governor  of  St  Helena 
— his  Qualifications  for  the  Office  considered. — Information 
given  by  General  Gourgaud  to  Government. — Agitation  (if 
various  Plans  for  Buonaparte's  Escape. — Writers  on  the 
subject  of  Napoleon's  Residence  at  St  Helena. — Napoleons 
irritating  Treatment  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. — Interviews  be^ 
tweenthem. 

Hitherto,  as  we  have  prosecuted  our  task,  each 
year  has  been  a  history  which  we  have  found  it  dif- 
ficult to  contain  within  the  limits  of  half  a  volume ; 
remaining  besides  conscious,  that,  in  the  necessary 
compression,  we  have  been  obliged  to  do  injustice  to 
the  importance  of  our  theme.    But  the  years  of  im- 
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fmcmamtt  which  pass  so  much  mote  sbwly  to  the 
csqithre,  occapj,  with  their  mdancholy  monotony, 
only  aonaU  portion  of  the  page  of  hbtory ;  and  the 
tale  of  five  yean  of  St  Helena,  might,  so  far  as  eventa 
ai»  oonoemed,  be  80<mer  told  than  the  history  of  a 
single  csmpugn,  the  shortest  which  was  fought  un- 
der  Buonaparte^a  aas{nce8.  Tet  these  years  weie 
pamfhlly  mnked,  and  indeed  onbittered,  by  a  train 
of  irritating  diqpntes  betwixt  the  prisoner  and  the 
<^leer  to  whom  was  committed  the  important,  and 
yet  most  ddicate,  task  of  retraining  his  liberty,  and 
catting  off  all  prospect  of  escape,  and  whose  dnty  it 
was,  at  the  same  time,  to  mix  the  necessary  degree  of 
vigilance  widi  as  much  courtesy,  and  we  will  add 
kindness,  as  Nq^leon  could  be  prevailed  on  to  ac- 
cept 

We  have  had  considerable  opportunity  to  odleet 
infimnataoil  <m  this  subject,  the  correspondence  of 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  with  his  Majesty'^s  government 
having  been  opened  to  our  researches  by  the  libera- 
lity of  Lord  Bathurst,  late  secretary  of  state  for  the 
colonial  department  This  communication  has  ena- 
bled us  to  speak  with  confidence  respecting  the  gene- 
ral principles  by  which  the  British  govemmait  were 
guided  in  thdr  instructions  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  and 
the  tenor  of  these  instructions  themselves.  We  there- 
fyte  pippose  to  discuss,  in  the  first  place,  the  allied 
grievafiM3  of  NapQleo&,,as  they  arose  out  of  the  iiH 
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ftroeiioiis  of  tte  Briliiik  foveiM«eili;<i^^ 
mmmA  sobjeel  of  dfaoii8Sio&^  tho  fariliflr  eompUnli 
d^  tho  aggvwranitil  mode  in  itIugIi  dieip  BMlioetiiaii 
«0  alleged  to  kttvv  been  executed  fay  the  Govwamr 
^  Sk  H«leiiiu  Oa  the  Utter  mkgect  our  iafimne* 
lield  k  less  perfect,  ftotn  the  dietnoe  of  Sir  Hud^m 
liOWe  ftbm  Etffope  precladkig  ptrtoBeluivniy,  and 
tb^uftpDsaflbaMtjr  of  predoong  impirtMl  evideaoe  oo 
die  satgeet  of  a  long  ttiitk  of  mkittte  and  potty,  meih 
de&li,  each  of  which  neeoftsarUy  demands  investiga 
tfeih,  and  k  the  sttfegeet  of  ineolpatkn  «id  dcfeaae. 
We  hare,  howeittr,  the  means  of  saying  aomethiBg 
upon  thk  sulgect  also. 

'  We  have  already  ^cnsied  the  cirenmstaBoes  of 
'Napoleon'*s  surrender  to  the  Britkhy  without  rcsesvty 
qualification,  or  condition  of  any  kind ;  and  we  hate 
seen,  that  if  he  sttstfined  any  disapponttmeni  m 
bdng  detained  a  prisoner,  iastead  of  bring  oand- 
deled  as  a  gnes^  or  free  inmate  of  Britain,  it  arooe 
from  the  fiiilote  of  hopes  whidi  he  had  adopted 
on  hk  own  calcuktfon,  wiihoiit  the  slightest  encou- 
ragement from  Captain  Maitland.  Wedonbt  greaft- 
*ly,  indeed,  if  his  most  sanguine  e:q)ectati<ms  ever 
Mfiionsly  anticipailed  a  reception  vexy  d^ecent  from 
what  he  expmenced;  at  least  he  testified  little  or 
no  surprise  when  informed  of  his  destiny.  Bsit, 
at  any  rate,  he  was  a  pnsoner  of  war,  havg  ac- 
<|uired  by  his  surrender  no  right  sate  to  cfadn  snCe- 

ty  of  life  and  limb.     If  the  English  nation  had  in- 
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]m¥0  bem  in  the  conMfBm  of  Tmmmh*^  vhoai^ 
flMitlideflff^  he  hmmTtd  fai  a  dnftgeon.  Or,  if  he 
hid  teen  Invited  to  vktt  thePrinoe  RcgoMef  Eny- 
UMtiadK  dMlMltr  of  n  ellj^  hid  ben  efc  liiM 
iMemd^th  eoentoiu  ho^Helily,  and  thcBeott^ 
ttiMd  10  eoeieeiiMnil  is  e  priBDBer^  hiaeaitwoeU 
h#Nii«p(>reMheA  A4t  of  Pmee  FerdiBMid  of  Bpmn 
mpmMA  i»  Bgyenne.  Bot  we  AoriM  be  —htnetd 
«>  ^dioim  our  eottntry  bjr  quodng  the  evil  tsstm* 
fii&[iMt4memf.  Trath  ud  Falsdiodd  ftnittii  iei« 
ttHtdAe  tnd  ifreccmdlaUe;  and  die  irant  eroMiud 
ottgU  net  to  hepnoO0d«i  i^gabst  eeoordii^  to  hii 
mii'Aanypli^  but  eodoiding  to  the  general  loln  of 
jttiricoir  Neterthrfete)  it  gieady  dhhinidici  our  iato^ 
teirhiaeof^Miit,  if  h»idioiiteferaitbaBhiiiMelf 
bMi  i«  tto  hiiMt  of  tteriiig  to  ethers  wMi  tlie  siaee 
ulUf  enrighl  and  laeasofe^  whidi  he  doitoplaiaeef 
when  used  towards  himsdf. 

NapokM,  liHeefeie,  beiBg  a  prisonef  d^ar,  and 
to  he  disposed'  of  ae  snefa,  (a  pomt  wfaieh  adndts  of 
ire  disp«to)>  we  have^  we  oenoei!^,  iiiither  fro«ed> 
thttt  Us  nMmee  tridnrtiietenitoiiesef  GseatBn- 
tahi  was  what  e^idd  haiAy  tske  filaoe  cooilsteiid j 
wHh  the  safety  of  £tirope«  To  have  delmMd  him 
«p  to  aary  of  Aeethas  sttM  pswsn,  whose  govcvo<- 
neQl  ^was  of  »  chaieetet  rimilar  to  his  own,  woidd 
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certainly  have  been  highly  objeeiionaUe;  «nee  m 
doing  8o  Britain  would  tutve  so  far  broke  fiuth  with 
him,  as  to  part  with  the  power  of  protectii^  his  per«> 
flonal  safety,  to  which  extent  the  country  io  which 
he  surrendered  himself  stood  undeniably  pledged.  It 
only  remained  to  keep  this  important  prisoner  in  sudi 
a  state  of-  restraint,  as  to  insure  his  not  hating  the 
ineans  of  making  a  second  escape,  and  i^^ain  inrol- 
ving,  France  and  Europe  in  a  bloody  and  doubtfol 
wav.  St  Helena  was  selected  as  the  place  of  his  de* 
tendnur  and,  we  think,  with  mu^  propriety  ;  smee 
the  nature  of  that  sequestered  island  afforded  the 
means  for  the  greatest  certainty  of  security,  with  the 
least  restriction  on  the  personal  liberty  of  the  distin- 
guished prisoner.  Waves  and  rocks  •  around  its 
shores  afforded  the  security  of  walls,  ditches,  ban» 
md  bolts,  in  a  citadel ;  and  his  hour^  of  exercise 
might  be  safely  extended  over  a  space  of  many  miles, 
instead  of  being  restrained  within  the  nanow  and 
guarded  limits  of  a  fortress. 

The  right  of  imprisoning  Napoleon  being  conce- 
ded, or  at  least  proved,  and  the  selection  of  St  He- 
Jena,  as  his  place  of  residence,  being  vindicated,  we 
have  no  hesitation  in  avowing  the  principle,  that 
everything  possible  ought  to  have  been  done  to  alles- 
viate  the  painful  feelings,  to  which,  in  every  point  of 
view,  a  person  so  distinguished  as  Napoleon  musi; 
have  faecD  subjected,  by  so  heavy  a  change  of  fer^ 
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tone.  We  would  not,  at  tbat  moment,  Iiaveremem- ' 
bered  tke  lives  lost,  fortunes  destroyed,  and  hopes 
Mighted,  <if  so  many  hundreds  of  our  cottntrymen, 
dviliaas  travelling  in  France,  and  detained  there* 
against  every  rule  of  civilized  war ;  nor  have  thought 
ourselves  entitled  to  avenge  upon  Napoleon,  in  his* 
misfortunes,  the  cruel  inflictions,  which  his  policy,  if 
not  his  indmation,  prompted  him  to  award  against 
others.  We  would  not  have  made  his  dungeon  so- 
wretched,  as  that  of  the  unhappy  Negro  chief, 
starved  to  death  amidst  the  Alpine  snows.  -We 
would  not  have  surrounded  him,  while  a  prisoner, 
with  spies,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Earl  of  E%in ;  or, 
as  in  that  of  Prince  Ferdinand,  have  spread  a  trap 
for  him  by  means  of  an  emissary  like  the  false 
Baron  KoUi,  who,  in  proffering  to  assist  his  escape, 
.  should  have  had  it  for  an  object  to  obtain  a  pretence 
for  treatmg  him  more  harshly.  These  things  we 
would  not  then  have  remembered ;  or,  if  we  could  not 
banish  them  from  our  recollection,  in  considering  how 
far  fraud  and  ignoble  violence  can  debase  genius, 
and  render  power  odious,  we  would  have  remembered 
them  as  examples,  not  to  be  followed,  but  shimned. 
To  prevent  the  prisoner  from  resuming  a  power  which 
he  had  used  so  fatally,  we  would  have  regarded  as 
a  duty  not  to  Britain  alone,  but  to  Europe  and  to 
the  world.  To  accompany  his  detention  with  every 
alleviation  which  attention  to  his  safe  custody  would 
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permit,  was  i  debt  due,  if  not  to  hU  personal  deserts, 
at  least  to  our  cmn  nobloaesB.  With  8ii6h  leefiQgs 
upon  the  subject  in  general^  we  proceed  to  cioiusidit 
the  most  prominent  subjects  of  complaint,  whleli 
Buonaparte  and  his  advocates  have  brought  against 
the  administration  of  Great  Britoin,  fbr  their  tre«t- 
ment  of  the  distinguisbed  exile. 

The  first  loud  subject  of  oomplMnt  has  beeii  ti* 
ready  touched  upon^  that  the  Imperial  title  waa  nlH 
given  to  Napoleon,  and  that  he  was  oidy  addressed 
and  treated  with  the  respect  due  to  a  general  officer 
of  the  highest  rank.  On  this  subject  Napoleon  was 
particularly  tenacious.  He  was  not  of  the  number  of 
those  persons  mentioned  by  the  Latin  poet,  trho,  kl 
poverty  and  exile,  suited  their  titles  and  their  lan^ 
guage  to  their  condition.*  On  the  contrary,  he  wth 
tended  with  great  obsti|uicy,  from  the  time  he  oastte 
to  Portsmouth,  on  his  right  to  be  treated  fts  a  Crowja* 
ed  Head ;  nor  was  there,  as  we  have  notided^  a 
move  fertile  source  of  discord  betwixt  him  and  the 
gentlemen  of  his  suite  on  one  side,  and  the  Govef* 


£t  tiagictts  plerumque  dolet  sennone  pedestrL 
Telephus  «t  Peleus,  eum  pauper  et  exul  uierque, 
Projidt  aiop«Ua9  et  se^quipedaliA  vetba. 

Ho^*  Art.  Poeika. 
Princes  will  sometimes  mourn  their  lot  in  prose. 
Peleus  and  Telephus,  broke  clown  by  woes, 
In  indigence  and  exilf;  forced  to  roam, 
*-«cavc  Bounding  phrase,  and  long-tail'd  words,  at  home 
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JMViif  5t  Helmut  on  tbe  other,  ditti  iheperiiMdoos 
ebiin»  on  NspoleoD's  part,  &r  honoiurg  ud  formg  of 
uddresf,  which  the  ordera  of  the  British  govenunent 
hadpNihifaitBd  thegoYomor^om  grantittg,and  which, 
ifaoGefone,  Napoleon  s  knowledge  of  a  soldier's  duty 
should  have  preven^d  his  enctiog^  But,  independ* 
cmly  of  the  govemor's  instnictions,  Buonaparte 
elsifld  toili^  pesidiar  distinction  of  a  soyere^  prinoe 
was  liable  to  ipiestion,  both  in  respect  of  the  par^  b^ 
whom  it  was  insisted  on,  and  in  rebtion  to  the  g»- 
yemment  ftom  whom  it  was  claimed. 

Napricon,  it  cannot  be  denied,  had  been  not  only 
auEn^peror,  but  perhaps  the  most  pow^ul  that  has 
over  existed ;  and  ho  had  been  acknowledged  as 
audi  bj  all  the  continental  sorvereigns.  But  he  had 
heen  eompdled,  in  1814,  to  lay  aside  and  abdicate 
ihe  emiare  c£  France,  and  to  receive  in  excbaace 
the  titj[e  of  Emperor  of  Elba.  His  breadli  of  the 
treaty  of  Paris  was  in  essence  a  renunciation  of  the 
enquire  of  Elba  (  and  the  rtassunption  of  that  of 
Fiance  was  so  fai  from  being  admitted  by  the  allien 
that  ho  was  dedaied  an  outlaw  by  the  Congvfss  at 
Vienna.  Indeed,  if  this  second  oconpation  of  the 
French  throne  weie  erven  to  be  admitted  as  in  any  re- 
apoctre^estahUshtiighisforlUteddaim  to  thelmperiel 
dignity,  it  mnst  he  remembexBd  that  he  himself  a  se- 
cond time  abfioated,  and  formally  renounced  a  secoad 
time  the  iHgaity  he  had  in  an  unhappy  houe  reassiH 
med.  Bm  if  Napoleon  had  no  juaspsetensien  40  the 
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Im'pttUl  dtki  OT  heboiiis  after  hb  Moond  al^^ 
ewa  from  diose  wbo  had  befiire  acknowledged  him  as 
Emperor  of  France,  still  less  had  he  any  right  Coa  tide 
^which  he  had  laid  down^finmi  a  nation  who  hadnsmr 
acquiesced  in  his  taking  it  up.  At  no  time  bad  Gnil 
Britain  recognised  faki  as  Emperor  of  France ;  and 
Lord  Castlereagh  had^qsressly  declined  to  accede  to 
4;hetreai^  of  Paris,  by  whichhewasacknoidedgedas 
£mpa»>r  of  Elba.  Napolem,  indeed,  fimnded,  or 
attempted  to  found,  an  argument  upon  the  trea^  of 
Amiens  having  been  concluded  with  him,  wh«i  he 
held  the  capacity  of  First  Consul  of  France.  But 
lie  had  himself  destroyed  the  Consular  govern^ 
ment,  of  whidi  he  then  eonstituted  the  head;  and 
bis  having  be^i  once  First  Consul  gave  lum  no  more 
dtle  to  the  dignity  of  Emperor,  than  the  Directoc^ 
ahip  of  Barras  in^^ei^ed  Aim  with  the  same  title.  On 
no  occasion  whatsoever,  whether  directly  or  by  in^li* 
cation,  had  Great  Britainr  recognised  the  title  of  bu 
prisoner  to  be  considered  as  a  soverdgn  prince;  and 
ii  was  surdy  too  late  to  expect  acquiescence  in  claims 
in  hjfb  present  situation,  whidi  had  not  been  admitted 
when  he  was  actually  master  of  half  the  world. 

But  it  may  be  urged  that,  admitting  that  Ni^o- 
leon^s  claim  to  be  treated  with  royal  ceremonial  was 
in  itself  groundless,  yet  since  he  had  actually  enjoyed 
the  throne  £ox  so  many  yewrs,  the  British  ministecs 
ought  to  have  allowed  to  him  that  rank  which  he 
^  oeitWEdy  \mae§mA,de^^icio^  thimgh  not  dejnure. 
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^ai>triffipg|NAite4ifgapkaadrimMt^ 
fliqr  bt  thougkt,  aceoarding  to  the  priBcipks  wbisk 
«er  bare  endeamiiMfl  to  caqpieis,  to  have  ben  eon- 
coded  to  c^peed  toyenigaty  and  dowafidloi  giert 


To  ilaeit  1III7  be  lepUed^  that  if  tbe  i 
leeoiBnnaidcdeoiiUha^ebad  naforther  eooieqiMiMt 
Ihan  to.^Hiitigite  tbe  repaiBgi  of  Napoleo^-^*  be 
emild  have  feud  oomfort  m  the  empty  mnumI  of 
lilh%w  if  Ae  obBervMce  of  f<urmel  etiquette  coidd 
bme  xec(»ciled  bis  fedingi  to  bis  mdancbely  end 
detbioMd  cenditaon^  without  altoiog  the  releike 
fliateoC  tbe  question  in  other  xeiEpects«-Hmdi  coBoee» 
Am  ouglrt  not  to  baye  been  refused  to  him. 

But  the  xeal  canee  of  bis  desirisg  to  have>  and  of 
tbe  Britidi  .govemme&t''s  persisting  in  refusing  to 
Urn,  the  name  and  honours  of  a  sovereign,  by  a 
g^eat  deal  deeper.  It  is  true,  diat  it  was  a  feOle 
tf  Buonaparte,  kieident,  perhaps,  to  bis  situatbn  as 
a  Parvenu  amongH  tbe  Crowned  Heads  of  Europe} 
to  be  at  all  times  peoulisrly  and  anxiously  sofickoui 
that  the  most  starkt  etiquette  and  Jbrm  should  be 
obserred  about  fab  person  and  court.  But  granting 
that  has  Tanity,  as  well  as  bis  policy,  was  eonoem- 
ed  in  inasting  upon  sudi  rigid  ceremonial  as  is  fire* 
queutly  disposed  with  by  soTereigns  of  andent  de» 
sesn^  and  whose  title  is  unquestbnaUe,  it  wiU  net 
Idkw  tfiat  a  penen  rf  his  sense  and  capacity  conU 
base  beeDgiaBtified,ei«n  if  indulged  in  all  tbe  marks     • 
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tf  ^itma)  isi&iamm  paid  to  the  Grtfi^  llo^piViatt 
€OiiditioB  (iMt,  like  the  later  diwndanto  of  TiiiHur^ 
hi^waictBl  t#«eaiai&  a  dasa  pnaanaB.  Hk  pwrpoaa 
ia  Ufumowif  elmnniig  .the  naaseaf  a  spr^tigOf  mu 
to.  estabibh  his  daim  to  the  immunities  belongiaf 
4e&at  title*  He  had  afaready  eipanenoai  at  £iha 
dsa  tmp  to  be  dtrixred  fivsa  aiiectiag  a  baotiar  of 
aliqaalte  betiftxt  hia  fenofL  a»d  any  iQOci^wvcttt 
tigftflv^  Once  acknewledged  aa  Emperor*  il  Miam 
ad,  of  oauife)  that  he  ivaa  to  be  tivatad  as  auah  in 
efi«ry  pavtietifar ;  and  tlms  it  would  hare  beeoiM 
knpoioiUe  to  enfiEHee  sudi.  vqpilatioiia  as  wne  ab^ 
aaliitofy  dcBMMiided  far  Us  aife  oaatody*  Swak^ 
status^  oaee  grintedy  would  bmre  f unished  NapOf 
ieoii.  iri|;h  a  general  argument  .agatoat  eresy  paeoau* 
tbn  which  might  be  taken  to  prevent  htt  aicaipe. 
Who  eT(&B  heard  of  an  Empeaor^Eeatrictfid  in  his  pn)i> 
Mtoadea^  or  auhyeoted^  in  certain  closes,  to  thewr* 
foillaiiee  of  an  oiSQer,  and  the  leslxiint  of  ?ftntipfi?n  ? 
0a  hov  could  Axm^  praeautiims  apioat  escape,  havo 
bean  taken,  without  ixrerorenoe  to  the  paraca^  of  o 
Clowned  Heac^  which,  in  the  cimunstances  of  dia^ 
pdion  3>uiaapaeta»  weae  mdispettsably  i»eoeasary  ? 
Those  readers,  thJBiefave,  who  may  be  of  iq^aoioti  that 
k  Was  Dtdassaiy  that  Nfipcdaoa  ahould  be  reaftrainad 
eCihia  iibariy,  ausat also  rikw  that  the  Baitilh  gfh 
taanmentwouldJiave  foted  impindMtly  if  they. had 
gntoitwsfy  invested  him  with  »  dpitfifltcp  YfUA 
they  4iad  hkfatrto  Kifaaad  him^  otfd  that  #t  the  vary 
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MbtiMd!  irbBD  iMr  cbiBg  m  iNnt  tar  add  4o  the  cSfi 
(faKes  allenibg  hk  safe  custody* 
'  Tlid  quertion,  however,  does  not  terminale  even 
Ime ;  Ibr  Bot  mAj  was  Oveat  Britain  at  iiiU  Itliirtgr 
to  tcfiMe  to  Buonaparte  li  tUIe  whicli  ahe  bad  naMt 
Tecogmwd  as  kHf  dao'^-^iicit  only  Would  her  gmnlwg 
it  kanr  heen  attained  irMi  great  praotieal  ineeiiTe* 
BJiiice,  hut  farther^  die  o(Hild  net  haVeoomjpiied  irMi 
his  widbes,  witbslit  aflbidwg  the  most  ierioua  e4Hse 
0f  eomphoBt'to  hor  aly  the  Kiitg  of  Ffansa  I#  Na# 
fttieon  was  called  Emperor,  his  tkle  omdd  apply  to 
Fra&oaakae;  andif  heva»oc]uH>#kdgodas£a»|MBnNr 
ttf^xancOj  eCwhat  doontry  was  liouls  XVIIX*  Himf^} 
IVany  wars  have  ariaon  fiom  noother  cMise  tbao  that 
lArgorrernneiit  ef  one  conntrjr  has  given  Aa  tkk  ami 
eeremonial  dne  ie  a  sererei^dy^tD  a  person  pf^eMJU 
iag  to  tiie  duone  df  the  oUwr,  and  it  is  »  grontid  nf 
qnami  recognised  by  the  law  of  natietos.  ItiaHOQ^ 
eircrenssUnees  mif^  h«?e  prevented  JEiOnis  fiom  t^ 
BoHii^  the  mpposed  recogmiion  of  a  royal  ehaiHatcr 
in  Bis  mdi,  as  severely  as  Britain  dU  the  aghn#w*> 
^iklginent  of  the  exSied  Stuarts  by  Xidtis  X1V»»  yet 
it  liMi^  have  beta  the  subject  of  setions  cewlilahil; 
the  rafter  that  a  cahduot  tAidmg  to  faidioate  Eng* 
land's  aequiescenee  in  the  Imperial  tMe  siMmed  by 
Mapoleon,  eoeUriiot  but  keep  alfcre  diHgeroua  rsoel^ 
lec^ons,  and  encourage  a  darigeemis  fisdan  in  tlfe 
bosom  uF^iimoe. 
ITet,  notwidiBtanffing  lA  we  hate  said^  we  fiitl 
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lliere  was  im  AwkwaTdness  in  approoehing  the  in^^ 
vidual  who  had  be^i  so  pre-eminently  powerfbly 
wMi  thefamtltarity  applicable  to  one  who  had  never 
ato0d  mate  high  dlMve  odiers  than  he  would  hare 
dene  merely  as  General  Buonaparte.  A  compro* 
iBifle  was  offered  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  in  propo<* 
sing  to  make  use  of  the  word  Napoleon,  as  a  more  £g- 
nified  style  of  addressing  his  prisoner.  But  an  easy 
aod  respec^ble  alternative  was  m  die  prisoner's  own 
power.  Napoleon  had  but  to  imitate  other  Sovereigns, 
who,  either  when  upon  foreign  travel,  or  when  odier 
draunstanoes  requireit,  usuidly  adopt  a  oonvendonal 
appellative,  whidi,  while  thdr  doing  so  waves  no  part 
Df  thdr  own  claim  of  right  to  royal  honours,  is  equally 
far  from  a  concession  of  that  right  on  tbe  part  of  those 
who  may  have  occasion  to  transact  with  them.  Louli 
'XVIII.  was  not  the  less  the  legitimate  King  of 
France,  that  he  was  f^nr  many  years,  and  in  various 
coun^es,  only  known  by  the  name  of  the  Count  de 
liide.  The  conveniency  of  the  idea  had  struck  Na- 
pokon  himself;  for  at  one  time,  when  talking  of  the 
ccmdilions  of  hb  residence  in  England,  he  said  he 
would  have  no  objection  to  assume  the  name  of  Meu- 
ron,  an  aide-de-camp  who  had  died  by  his  side  at  the 
battle  of  Arvsia.  But  it  seems  that  Napoleon,  more 
t^MHsious  of  ftm  dian  a  prince  who  had  been  cra- 
dled in  it,  considered  this  vailing  of  Ms  dignity  as 
too  great  a  concession  on  his  part  to  be^ranted  td 
the  €reverwnr  of  St  Helena.    Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  at 
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oM  Aiie^  dflBbbtJB  ta  compromise  tfiia  siUy  rabjedf 
ai  &pute,  woaU  hmre  been  conteBted  to  render 
Nspoleo&  the  ikle  of  ExeeUency,  at  dae  tcr  a  FiddU 
Marescbdl,  bitl  nrillier  did  thk  meet  wkh  accept** 
tioik  Napdeon  was  determined  tkihat  to  be  adcnoir.; 
kdged  hf  the  goyemor  as  Emperor,  or  to  retain  hm 
grieraace  in  its  full  extent.  N^«iodificatioM  eoukk 
be  devised  by  whidh  it  could  be  r^deted  palatable. 
Whether  this  pertinacity  in  cUdming  a  title  whiA 
was  rendeted  riffieiilous  by  his  attuation^  was  the  re- 
sult of  some  fteliBgs  which  led  him  to  doubt  his  own 
dtle  to*greatne88,  when  his  ears  were  no  longer  flat* 
tered  by  the  language  of  humiMty,  or  whether  the 
political  considerations  just  alliMledto^  rendered  him 
obstinate  to  rduse  all  epithets,  except  one  whiek 
n^fat  finind  him  in  ebuias  to  those  indemmdes  and 
pnvUeges  wiiir  which  sa  high  a  title  iaf  intimate,  and 
ftom  which  it  may  be  said  to  be  insepanMe,  it  is  is(i« 
pomUe  for  us  to  say ;  vanity  and  peikj  mighteom*  ' 
bine  in  tecommendihg  to  him  perseverance  in  hm 
daim.  But  die  strife  should  certainly,  for  his  own 
sake,  faavebeenabandoned,  whenthe  point  r^nsinedat 
issue  between  the  governor  and  him  <mly,  since  even 
if  tte  fi»SEier  bad  wbhed  to  comply  with  die  prison* 
er'^s  desires,  his  instructions  forbade  him  to  do  sof 
Timpontinue  an  unavaiKng  struggle,  was  only  to  iut 
vita  the  «Qrti&»iion  of  defeat  and  repulse^  Yel 
Napcdecm  and  his  followersi4retauied  so  much  seiiif 
sibility  on.  this  toljeet,  that  though  they  must  have 

10 
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been  8ware  limi  ffir  Hudson  Loire  eriy  oaed^ielflft^ 
gnege  prtocrifatd  by  Us  genrvnntttot^  aaft  i«ledl 
dsted  use  no  sdier,  tUi  mrfbrikiiMM  ^fafwe  of  flbiK 
rol  Buenaparie  ocooning  so  dKen  m  ^hml 
vpfnsdieoctj  soeined  to  micinr  every  sttemjpl  aI  i 
KMieii  k  ipecies  of  dero^tioii  and  iovidty  and  mM 
tfocli  otMrtiivee  reeeMbie  a  <kNMB  dofli  tiecl  bversisir 
wotuid,  idiich  ilttetM  and  jigtiires  inore  ilka H  ^tei« 

W&aeever  migbt^  be  Ae  merito  of  Ae  ease^  as  hc^ 
fween  Niqpdleoii  and  tbe  British  uuBstry^h  was  clear 
Aal  SHr  GwigeCodLbommd  Sir  Hadson  Lowe  w«re 
left  by  Adr  instTUctions  no  option  in  tbe  raattcFae 
isiraie.  These  instnictions  bore  that  Napoleon^  thev 
prisoner,  waa  to  receive  the  style  aad  treHmmt  doe 
to  Creneral  Boonapnte,  a  pvismer  of  wiir ;  and  it  was 
it  Aaf  peiilif  they  gare  him  a  Ugfaer  dUe^  or  a  £fi 
ftrent  style  of  attentioD  ftoin  what  that  tide  iinpKed. 
Mo  Me  ooold  know  better  than  Napdeon  how  strie*. 
If  a  sdIcBcv  isifopond  by^his  conaigne;  aad  to  upbrssd 
Mr  HttAson  Lowe  as  ungeBeioii%  unuanly,  aad  A> 
fiMh,  beeanse  he  did  not  disobey  Ae  instracttona  ef 
hiagovatnmt^  was  aa  nnveasonsdble  as  to  hopetbat 
hfa^  twraiMamnces  conU  have  saif  efiet  save  A 
iffitatioB  and  annoyancei  He  anght  to  have  been 
aware  that  penisiing  to  reacnt,  in  rough  aid  mntf ^- 
iagtemng^Aedsprivaitfeiiofhiatiiileon  bepartrbf 
an  attoar  who  Iras  prohanted  fnoB  using  it»  ni%bt 
tndoed  ftet  and  provoke  one  with  wlwm  it  would  i«ve 
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liMi  ImI  to  Jwp  «poii4tiJ[  teipBM»  l9it  QOiild  not 
l|ri^g  hiqA  flii«.Uid:iJiearer  to  the  pouit  whkh  bt.M 
MjQooiljr  4kMJK04  to  lyititini 

Ia  faim  thii  tfiyial  but  mdi^ypy.ftabjsqt  o€  4mpm 
MM  «r.ii  diluatter  flo  subtk^  that  it  fienetmtod  iiiM 
tkewkde  oontitpMdaioe  bemm  tl^o  £tn{iinir«ildl 
Aft  fiflwrngr,  and  taodod  to  wj;  with  gi^  m4  tumi- 
«ir  dl  'jMMBBpu  iBftdd  by  (lie  kMes  t4  iinikiFi^ 
flomething  like  mil  intertiomnBei  This  unliicky.bMi- 
lier  of  etiquette  uUxUd  up  and  poisoiied  the  vbole 
Obsk  9f  may  iotetided  fioliteiieas.  While  Siif  Geeigp 
.Cbddiam  jreBMined  on  the  ishindy  for  eiiam|il%  h^ 
ip^e  more  then  ose  ball,  to  wbieh  G^mrgi  BmoMt' 
por/^  ead  hii  iiut^  were  rcigolaily  iii?ited*  lattni- 
Jbc  otseosistiiioMy  Henry  IV.  ot  Cherlei  IL  woidd 
have  attended  the  bell,  end  to  a  oeirtefartj.  we«U 
hare danood  wiiih  the  prettiest  yo^ffig ironaapte^Hik, 
utthoot  dteawbg  ibat,  by  eo  doinf^  thrf  deeogetid 
fioeiii-pteteiiflionftdcriYedfiQiBalDBgliBeofroyala^-  - 
4MtaKB.  BooiieparteaiidLesCasee^oiitbecoiitreiy, 
4oek  ofieaee at  the  fiuailiaeity^  and  lAroteit down  aaa 
vilfiil  and  %;pmt  affiMft  <m  the  pert  of  the  admbd. 
These  were  not  tike  feeUnge  of  a  nu^  of  eonscioiis 
^Hgn^  oCiniDd  j  hot  of  aft  vpstart,  who  efmceiTes  the 
JMSsour  of  prcftwMDt  not  to  esottst  in  hatiag  c»- 
jiiy#dy  or  jgetiftfosieawigt  a  faigk  dtuatien,  g«B. 
^  by  snpericii^ef  taka*^  eo  miuAi  as  in  wearing 
Ibe  fobee^  er  listemog  ^  the  eooadiag  titles,  wUeh 
e»0  aneiAed.ta  it. 
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A  tiil^t,  upm  which  we  are  ddUed  opoo  t<>  ew^ 
pMM  mueh  nbre  sympadiy  iralh  the  ooiiditioB  eC 
Napolecm,  than  moTes  us  upon  the  connderetiaB  «f 
htt  iteogaled  title,  is,  the  soreen  whieh  was  dxwmm 
tetwixt  him,  and,  it  may  be  said,  the  living  w<xUt» 
thKvugh  which  he  was  not  pennitted  to  penetrate,  hf 
letter,  even  to  hb  deaiest  friends  and  reUdves,  tan- 
less  such  had  been  previoosly  eommnineated  to  audi 
lead  by  the  governor  of  the  ishmd. 

It  is  no  doubt  true,  that  thb  is  an  ineonvenienee 
to  which  prisoners  of  war  are,  in  all  cases,  subjected; 
nor  do  we  know  any  country  in  whidi  their  parolB 
is  bdd  so  sacred  as  to  induce  the  government  to  dis^ 
pense  with  the  right  of  inspectbg  their  letters.  Yet 
the  high  place  so  lately  occupied  by  the  fallen  umu 
narch  might,  we  think,  have  daimed  for  him  some 
dispensation  from  i^  restriction  so  humiliating.  If  a^ 
third  person,  cdd-blooded  at  best,  perhaps  inclined 
to  held  up  to  scorn  the  expressions  of  our  grief  or  out 
aAction,  is  permitted  to  have  the  review  of  the  ef* 
fisnons  of  our  heart  towards  a  wife,  a  sister,  a  hro* 
ther,  or  a  bosom«friend,  die  correqpondence  loses 
half  its  value;  and,  forced  as  we  are  to  keep  it  with- 
in the  bounds  of  the  most  discreet  caution,  it  be- 
•comes  to  us  rather  a  new  source  of  mortification,  than 
the  opening  of  a  communion  with  those  absent  pei^ 
sons,  whose  friendship  and  attachment  we  hold  to  be 
the  d^nrest  possession  of  our  lives*  We  the  rather 
think  that  some  exercise  of  this  privilege  might  Imve 
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bMi  left  fo  Napoleon,  without  any  riak  #  endan- 
geimg  die  safe  aistody  of  hii  person ;  because  we  jure 
(vetty  well  convinced  that  all  efforts  strictly  to  ec- 
force  this  reguUtion  did,  and  must  have  prored;  ih« 
effisctaal,  and  that  in  some  cases  l^  means  of  mo- 
n^,  and  at  other  times  by  the  mere  influence  6f 
compassion,  he  and  his  followers  would  always^ac- 
qrire-the  ineatis  of  transmitting  private  letters  from 
the  island  without  regard  to  the  restriction.  What- 
ever, therefore,  was  to  be  apprehended  of  danger 
m  this  species  of  intercourse  by  letter,  was  much 
teore  likely  to  occur  in  a  clandestine  correspondence,' 
thrta  in  one  carried  on  even  by  sealed  letters,  open- 
ly and  by  permission  of  the  government.  We  canf- 
not  help  expressing  our  opinion,  that,  considering 
the  accurate  attention  of  the  police,  which  would 
naturally  have  been  turned  in  foreign  countries  to- 
wards letters  from  St  Helena,  there  was  little  dan-' 
fgeat  of  the  pubfie  post  being  made  use  offer  any  dan- 
gerous machinations.  Sup{)osing,  therefere,  that  the 
ExOe  had  been  permHted  to  use  it,  it  would  have 
been  too  dangerous  to  have  risked  any  proposal  for 
his  escape  through  thiat  medium.  A  secret  corre- 
spondence must  have  been  resorted  to  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  that  under  drcumstances  which  would  have 
put  every  well-meaning  person,  at  least,  upon  his 
guard  against  being  aiding  in  it ;  since,  if  the  ordiniiry 
ehannels  of  communication  were  open  to  the  prison- 
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er,  therefeoold  li*Te  bwi  no  jurtifiAUe  xetsoii  fi». 
Us  leaordog  to  pdvute  means  of  foiw«KdiBg  iMmok 
ftom  the  island.  At  the  same  time,  while  unA  ks 
onr  opinion,  it  is  founded  np<m  retpniing  totidly  un- 
eesnected  with  the  elam  of  right  ui^ed  by  Na|^. 
leon ;  as  his  sttnation,;  considering  him  as  a  pdsonei 
of  wai^  and  a  most  important  one,  imqaesAionaUy. 
ttntitleii  the  goTemment  of  Britain  to  lay  him  un^ 
der  all  the  restrictions  incident  to  persons  in  thai 
tttoation. 

Another  especial  subject  of  complaint  pleaded 
upon  by  Napoleon  and  his  advocates,  arose  from  i| 
regulatioB,  which,  we  apprehend,  was  so  essentiat^Q 
his  safecustedy,  diat  we  are  rather  surprked  to  find 
it  was  dispensed  with  upon  any  occasion,  or  to  any 
extent;  as,  if  fully  and  regularly  complied  withf  it 
would  have  affotded  the  means  of  relaxing  a  oon^ 
udsrable  proportion  o£  other  rertri«taons  of  a  ha* 
rassmg  and  irritating  diaracter,  liable  to  be  cimn- 
ged,  from  time  to  time,  and  to  be  removed  and  r». 
placed  in  some  eases,  withoml  any  vay  adequate  or 
inldligihle  motive.  The  rq^tion  which  we  aUude 
to  is  that  which  required  that  Buonaparte  should  be 
visible  twice,  or  at  least  once,  in  the  day,  to  the 
British  orderly  officer.  If  this  regulation  had  becai 
submitted  to  with  equanimity  by  the  Ex-Eoqieioi^ 
it  would  have  given  the  strongest  posstUe  guQisantae 
against  the  possibility  of  his  attempting  an  esQi|ie. 
From  the  hour  at  which  he  had  been  seen  by  the 
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,  v^lSL  that  at  whidi'  he  shenld  «giin  hMeodt 
iDO  T«i9elwpu}d  have  l^eea  permitted  to  leate 
theuknds  and aofipoeuig  that  he  w|u mimed  by  the 
^flkor  at  Ae  regular  hoiir^  the  alarm  would  have  beeA 
geaend,  and,  wk^tfaer  conoeakd  19  the  town,  w  on 
boMcd  my  of  the  vesseb  in  the  roadstead,  he  mnal 
QMoifladly  have  been  ^aeoveied.    Indeed,  the  rkfc 
w«8  too  great  to  indaoehun  to  have  tried  an  e£Port  fo 
dangerous.  It  mightoaa^y  have  been  arranged,  that 
the  orderly  officer  should  have  the  opportunity  ta 
teeeute  his  duty  with  every  possible  respect  to  Na- 
poleen*8  privacy  aMloonvenienoe,and  the  latter  might 
himself  have  chosen  the  time  and  manner  of  exhi- 
liilaig  Umsdf  finr  an  instant.  In  this  case,  and  con- 
aderivig  how  aumy  other  precautiens  were  taken  to 
prevent  escape— Ihat  every  accesaMe  path  to  the 
beadi  was  desaly  guarded— and  that  the  isUnd  waa 
very  mudh  in  the  sbuadon  of  a  citadel,  of  which  m^ 
jnes  are  the  principal  hihabitant»-4he  chance  of 
Mapolflotfs.atteinpting  to  fly,  even  if  permitted  the 
iwlhnked  raoge  of  StHdena,  was  highly  improbable, 
and  die  chance  ^  his  effecting  his  purpose  next  to  an 
imposribility.    But  this  securi^  dqpended  upon  his 
anfaattttiiig  to  see  a  British  officer  at  a  fixed  hour ; 
and,  resolute  in  his  plan  at  yielding  nothing  to  dr«. 
Napoleon  resisted,  in  every  possible 
r,  the  neoeflsity  of  complying  with  this  very 
.  rcguhtien.  Indeed  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  on 
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hi8  part,  was  on  inaiiy  oecarions  cotiteniedi'to  wA 
at^its  being  altogether  negllBCted,  when  the  mdeify 
officer  could  not  find  the  meana  of  seeisg  Napdaa» 
by  stealth  while  engaged  in  a  walk,  or  in  a  ride,  ^^ 
aa  it  sometimes  happened,  through^  the  cas^ascmtii^. 
This  was  net-  the  way  in  which  this  iflip<Nrtaiit  ragnw 
lation  ought  to  have  been  acted  upon  and  ei^rood^. 
and  the  governor  did  not  reap  a  great  harvest  ^'gna^r 
titude  from  his  conduct  in  dispensing  with  this^aet* 
of  superintendence  upon  his  own  responsibility.  •  ■  '-^ 
'■Wt  have  seen  ^that  a  circuit  of  twelve  miles  and^ 
upwards  was  laid  off  tot  Buonapairte^s  private  eaca^' 
ctse.  No  strangers  entered  thiese  preeincts  whliout 
a  pass  from  Bertrand,  and^ihe  £mperor  had  unintitiw 
rupted  freedom  to  walk  or  rid6  within  Aem,  unae^' 
companied  by  any  one  save  those  in  his  own  fanittyv' 
Beyond  these  privileged  bounds,  he  was  not  pertail* 
ted  to  move,,  without  the  attendance  of  a  BritlA' 
officer ;  but  under  the  escort  of  such  a^erson  he  waa^ 
at  liberty  to  visit  every  part  of  the  island.  To  thw 
arrangement  Napoleon  was  more^  averse,  if  possible^ 
than  to  that  which  appointed*  that  a  Brtlish  oRtet 
should  see  him  once  a-day. 

Other  subjects  of  complaint  there  were;  butas' 
they  chi^y  arose  out  of  private  disciteions  wkh-Sir  • 
Hudson  Lowe — out  of  by-laws  enacted  by  that  offi*^ 
eer — and  restrictions  of  a  more  petty  description,  vm' 
limit  ourselves  for  the  present  to  those  of  a  genesd' 
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i^mcter^  wydbi  however  incoiiTeoieitt  and  dit- 
^^  wete,  itis  tobeoWeryed,  such  as  naturally 
I'te  die  condition  oi  a.prisoner ;  and  which, 
4Sle  the  fettera  of  a  person  actnally  in  chains,  are 
•liM  »mojing  when  submitted  to  with  fortitude  and 
equaniinitj,  than  when  the  captive  struggles  in 
.ram  to  wrench  himself  out  of  theirgripe.  We  are 
ftr,  nevertheless,  from  saying,  that  the  weight  of 
4iie  fetters  in  the  one  case,  and. the  hardship  of 
4he  personal  restrictions  in  the  other,. are  in  tbem- 
adhree^vils  which  can  be  eadly  endured  by  -those 
who  sustain  them.  .  We  teek  espedally  how.pmnful 
die  loss  of  liberty  must  have  been  to  one  who  had 
not  only  enjoyed  the  freedom  of  his  own  actions, 
but  the  uncontrolled  right  of  directing  those  of 
uAers.  Impatience,  however,  in  this,  as  in  other  in* 
stanctt,  has  only  the  prerogatiye  of  injuring  its  mas- 
ter.  In  the  many  hours  of  meditation  which  were  af« 
ftvded  to  Bttonaparteby  his  residence  in  St  Helena, 
we  can  never  perceive  any  traces  of  the  r^eetbn, 
dttt  he  owed  his  present  unhappy  situation  less  to 
file  immediate  influence  of  those  who  were  ag^ts  in 
his  defeat  and  imprisonment,  than  to  the  course  of 
ambition,  whidi,  sparing  neitb^  the  liberties  of 
France,  nor  the  independence  of  Europe,  had  at 
lei^tfa  rendered'hispersonalfreedom  inconsistentwith 
the  rights  of  the  world  in  general  He  felt  the  dis- 
tt«sseaof  his  rituation,  but  he  did  not,  or  could  not, 
season  on  their  origin.     It  is  impossible  to  reflect 
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upon  Um  whfaoat  Ae  ides  bring  exdted  of  a  ndfc 
fion  imprifloned  within  a  narrow  and  ghxaaj  dcB, 
and  venting  the  wrath  which  once  made  thefiMit 
tremble,  upon  the  petty  bolts  and  baiv,  which,  inig- 
nificant  as  they  are,  defy  his  kfdly  strengA,  and  de- 
tain him  captive. 

The  situation  was  m  every  respect  a  patnM  om^ 
nor  is  itpossible  to  rjefiise  our  sympathy,  not  only  to 
the  prisoner,  but  to  the  person  whose  painful  duty  it 
became  to  be  his  superintendant  His  duty  of  de- 
taining Napoleon^B  person  was  to  be  doiib  BMist 
strictly,  and  required  a  man  of  that  extraoidquBf 
firmness  of  mind,  who  should  never  yidd  for  one  in* 
stant  his  judgment  to  his  feelings,  and  should  be  dUe 
at  once  to  detect  and  reply  to  all  such  false  aigu*^ 
ments,  as  might  be  used  to  deter  him  from  the  downv 
right  and  manfiil  discharge  of  his  oiBce.  Bu*  then^ 
there  ought  to  have  been  combined  with  those  xave 
qualities  a  calmness  of  temper  almost  equally  tant^ 
and  a  geneiority  of  mind,  which,  confident  in  its  own 
honour  and  integrity,  could  look  with  serenity  md 
compassion  upon  the  daily  and  hourly  effects  of  the 
maddening  causes,  which  tortured  into  a  state  of  con* 
stant  and  unendurable  irritalnlity  the  extraordinary 
being  subjected  to  their  influence*  Bucmapurte,  in- 
deed, and  the  followers  who  reflected  his  passions^ 
were  to  be  regarded  on  alloocasions  as  men  acting  and 
speaking  under  the  feverish  and  delirious  influence  of 
things  long  past^and  altogj^her  destit^te  of  tlic  powe? 
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of  cool  or  dear  reasoDiog,  on  any  grounds  that  ex- 
dusively  raferred  to  things  present.  The  Emperor 
conld  not  forget  his  empire,  the  husband  could  not 
forget  hia  wife,  the  father  his  child,  the  hero  his  tri« 
nmphs,  the  l^pslator  his  power.  It  was  scarce  in 
nature,  that  a  brain  ^tated  by  such  recollections 
shoidd  remain  composed  under  a  change  so  fearful, 
or  be  aUe  to  reflect  calmly  on  what  he  now  was,  when 
agitated  by  the  extraordinary  contrast  of  his  present 
lituaticm  irith  what  he  had  been.  To  have  soodied 
hun  would  baye  been  a  vain  attempt ;  but  the  ho* 
nour  of  England  required  that  he  shoidd  haye  no 
causeofirritalionjbeyondthosewhichseverelyenough 
attached  to  his  condition  as  a  captive. 

From  the  character  we  have  given  Of  Sir  George 
GodUmm,  it  may  be  supposed  that  he  was  attentive 
te  far  as  his  power  extended,  uid  his  duty  permit- 
ted, to  do  an  that  could  render  Napoleon^s  situation 
mote  easy.  The  various  authors,  Dr  O'Meara,  Las 
Cases,  Santini,  and  others,  who  have  written  with 
mudi  violence  concerning  Sir  Hudson  Lowers  con- 
duct, have  mentbned  that  of  Sir  George  as  fair,  ho- 
nourable, and  conciliatory.  No  doubt  there  were 
many  occauons,  as  the  actual  inconveniences  of  the 
place  wore  experienced,  and  as  the  rays  of  imdefined 
hope  vanishedfrom  their  eyes,  when  Napoleon  and  his 
Mowers  became  unreasonably  captious  in  their  dis» 
cussions  with  the  Admiral.  On  such  occasions  he  pur- 
sued with  prfrfessional  bluntness  the  straight-fonrard 
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path  of  duty,  leaving  it  to  the  French  gemlemea  to 
be.  sullen  as  long  as  they  would)  and  entering  into 
eommunication  again  with  them  whenever  they  ap- 
peared to  desire  it.  It  was  probably  this  equanimity, 
which»  notwithstanding  various  acknowledgments  of 
his  good  and  honourable  conduct  towards  them^  seem^ 
ed  to  have  drawn  upon  Sir  George  Cockbum  the 
censure  of  Monsieur  Las  Cases,  and  something  that 
was  meant  as  a  species  of  insult  firom  Napoleon  him- 
self. As  Sir  George  Cockbum  is  acknowledged  on 
th^  whole  to  have  discharged  his  duty  towards  them 
y9'\th  mildness  and  temper,  we  are  the  rather  tempted 
to  enter  into  their  grounds  of  comphiint  against  hun, 
because  they  tend  to  show  the  exasperated  and  ulce- 
rated €tate  of  mind  with  which  these  unfortunate 
gentlemen  regarded  those,  who,  in4heir  present  office, 
had  no  alternative  but  to  discharge  the  duty  which 
their  sovereign  and  country  had  imposed  upon  them. 

At  the  risk  of  being  thought  trifling  with  our 
readers'*  patience,  we  shall  recapitulate  the  grievances 
complained  of  by  Las  Cases,  who  frankly  admits, 
that  the  bad  hun^our,  arising  out  of  his  sLtuatioii, 
may.  have  in  some  degree  influenced  his  mind  in 
judging  of  Sir  George  Cockbum's  conduct,  and  shall 
subjoin  to  «ach  charge  the  answer  which  seems  to 
correq>ond  to  it. 

1st,  The  Admiral  is  accused  of  having  called  the 
Emperor  Napoleon,  General  Buonaparte;  and  to 
have  pronounced  the  words  with  an  air  of  sclf-satis* 
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fi»[:U0B9  Mhkh  showed  the  «xpre8si<w  {^ifitfd  hnii. 
Itls  replied^  that  Sir  George  Cockbum's  in«tractiaiis 
were  to  address  Napoleon  by  that  epith^  ;  and  the 
eommentary  on  the  looks  or  tone  with  which; be  djld 
so,  is  hypercriticaL--3dy  Napoleon  was  qnartered  in 
Briars  for  two  months,  while  the  Admiral  himsetf  le* 
sided  in  Flantation»Hou6e.  Answered,  that  the  in- 
stnictions.of  government  were,  that  Napoleon  shooU 
remain  on  board  till  his  abode  was  prepared ;  but 
finding  that  would  occupy  so  much  more  time  than 
was  expected.  Sir  George  Cockbum,  on  his  own  re- 
sponsibility, placed  him  on  shore,  and  at  Briai^s,  as 
being  the  residence  wliicli  he  himself  preferred.— 
Sdy  The  Admiral  placed  sentinels  under  Napoleon^s 
windows.  B«^ed>  it  is  the  usual  practice  when  pri- 
soners of  importance  are  to  be  secured,  especially  if 
they  do  not  even  offer  their  parole  that  they  will 
make  no  attempt  to  escape. — 4th,  Sir  George  did  not 
permit  any  one  to  visit  Ni^leon  without  his  permis- 
.  sion.  Replied,  it  seemed  a  necessary  consequence  of 
his  situation,  until  Sur  George  should  be  able  to  dis- 
dnguish  those  viutors,  who  might  be  with  propriety 
admitted  to  an  unlimited  privili^  of  visiting  the  im- 
portantprisoner.-r^th.  He  invited  Napoleon  to  a  ball^ 
by  the  tide  of  General  Buonaparte.  The  subject  of 
the  title  has  been  already  discussed ;  and  it  does  not 
appear  how  its  being  used  in  sending  an  invttaticm 
to  A  convivial  party,  could  render  the  name  by  which 
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Uie  Admind  wa«  instructed  to  address  his  priscmer 
more  offinisiTe  than  on  other  occasions. — Oth,  Sir 
George  Goakbum,  pressed  by  Bertrand^s  notes,  in 
which  he  qualified  the  prisoner  as  an  emperor,  replied 
SarcasticaUy,  that  he  knew  of  no  emperor  at  St  He- 
kila^  nor  had  heard  that  any  European  emperor  was  at 
present  travelUng  abroad.  Replied,  by  referring  to 
the  AdmiraTs  instructions,  and  by  the  fact,  that  if 
an  emperor  can  abdicate  his  quality,  certainly  Napo- 
leon was  no  longer  one.— 7th,  Sir  George  Cockbum 
is  said  to  have  influenced  the  opinions  of  otherA 
i^en  this  subject,  and  punished  with  arrest  some 
subordinate  persons,  who  used  the  phrase  of  em* 
peror.  Answered  as  before,  he  had  orders  from  his 
govamment  not  to  suffer  Buonaparte  to  be  addressed 
as  Emperor,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  cause  them  to  be 
obqred.  He  coold  not,  howerer,  have  been  very  ri- 
gorous, once  Monsieur  Las  Cases  informs  us  that  the 
officers  of  die  68d  used  the  mezxO'termine  Napdeon, 
apparently  without  censure  from  the  GoYemor.---A 
Lastly,  There  remains  only  to  be  added  the  com-» 
jplaint,  that  there  was  an  orderly  officer  appointed  to 
attend  Napoleon  when  he  went  beyond  certain  limits, 
a  point  of  jnrecaution  which  must  be  very  useful,  if  not 
indispensable,  wh^re  vigilant  custody  is  required. 

From  this  summary  of  offences,  it  must  be  plain  to 
the  reader,  that  the  resentment  of  Las  Cases  and 
his  master  was  not  so  much  agunst  Sir  George 
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Cudbofii  petflMdly,  at  againat  hwoAae;  and  that 
<lie  Admind  woold  haye  been  very  acceptable,  if  he 
could  Imve  reconciied  it  to  his  duty  to  treat  Na« 
)Nileoii  as  an  emperor  and  a  firee  man,  suffered  him^ 
self,  like  Sir  Niet  CampbeU,  to  be  adnatted  or  e». 
duded  ftom  his  presence,  as  the  etiquette  of  an  iB«> 
{Narial  eomt  might  dictate,  and  ran  the  risk  of  being 
rewarded  for  his  complaisance  by  kammg,  when  he 
least  looked  for  it,  that  Napoleon  had  sailed  ibr 
America,  or  perhaps  for  France.  Tl»  qacstioii» 
how  &r  Britain,  or  rather  Europe,  had  a  right  to 
keep  Napoleon  prisoner,  has  already  been  tKacossed^ 
If  they  had  no  such  right,  and  if  a  second  uunir* 
rection  in  France,  a  second  field  of  Waterloo,  shodd 
be  hazanbd,  rather  iJian  that  Napolecm  Buonapttte 
shoold  sulfer  diminution  of  dignity,  or  restraint  of 
freedom,  then  N^ndeon  had  a  right  to  complain  q£ 
die  ministry,  but  not  of  the  officer,  to  whom  his  in* 
strucfeiotis  were  to  be  at  once  the  guide  and  vindica* 
tbn  of  his  conduct. 

WhOe  diese  tlnogs  passed  at  St  Hdena,  the  mi<* 
nistry  of  Great  Britain  were  employed  in  plaring  the 
detention  of  the  Ex*£mperor  m^ier  the  reguUtioik 
of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  which  interdioted  aU  inter^i 
course  and  commerce  with  St  Hdoia,  excepting  fay 
the  East  India  Company's  rq^ular  chartered  ves* 
sds.  Ships  not  so  chartared,  attempting  to  tradeiHf 
touA  at.St  Hdena,  or  hovering  within  eight  leagues 
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of  the  idaad,  were  deehueed.  tulgeet  tosiitarasad 
o»fitei^i<Hi.  The  crews  of  the  vessels  who  came.ott 
^ere,  or  other  perscms  Tisiting  the  island,  were  Ka- 
He  to  be  sent.on  boajrdy.at  the.GoYersor^s  pleasure; 
and  those  who  might  attempt  to  coneeal  themselyes 
on  shore,  were  declared  subject  to  pumshment.  SUu^ 
wcore  permitted  to  approach  upon  stress  of  weather, 
imt  it  was  incumbent  on  them  to^  prove  the  hidi»- 
pen8id)Ie  necessity,  imd  whUe  thejr  remained  at  St 
lieleoa,  they,  were  watched  in  the  dosest  -mftSDer. 
A  dause.of  indemnity  protected  the  Govtsmot  titid 
Commisuoners  from  any  act  transgressing  the  letter 
of  the  law,  which  they  might  ab^ady  have  commit^ 
ted,  while  detaining  Napoleon  in  custody.  Sudi 
was  the  act,  S6  George. I II.  ch.  ^,  which  legalised 
the  confinement  oi  Nap(deon  at  St  Helena. 
\  '  Another  ccmvention  betwixt  the  prindpal  powers 
of  Eiirope,  at  Paris,  SOth  August  1815,  bad  been 
also  entered  into  upon  the  subject  of  Napoleon,  aiMi 
the  custody  of  his  person.  It  set  forth,  I.  That,  in 
erder  to  voider  impossible  any  farther  attempt  on 
the  part  of  Napoleon  Buonaparte  against  the  repose 
of  the  world,  he  should  be  considered  as  prisoner 
to  the  Ugh  contracting  powers,  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  the 
Emperor 'of  Russia,  and  the  King  of  Prussia.  II. 
That  the  custody  of  his  person  was  committedto  the 
British  government,  and  it  was  remUted  to  them  to 
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choose  lite  most  seeim  plsoe  and  mods  of  detaiiiiiig 
Mm  in  security.  IIL  That  the  courts  of  Austria^ 
Bossia)  and  Prussia,  were  to  name  cemmissmieps 
who  wore  to  iahaUt  the  same  place  which  should  be 
assigned  for  Napoleon  Buonaparte's  residettoe,  and 
who,  without  being  responsible  for  his  detention, 
abonld  certiorate  themselyes  that  he  was  aetudly 
present.  His  Most'  Christian  Majesty  was  also  IM 
Tited  to  send  a  commissioner.  IV*  The  King  of 
Gieat  Britain  oigaged-frithfidiy  to^omply  widi  the 
conditbns  assigned  to  him  by  this  oonrentian. 

Of  these-powers,  ovlj  three  arailed  themsekes  of 
the  power^  or  privilege,  of  sending  commissioners  to 
St  Helena.  These  were.  Count  Balmain,  on  the  pars 
of  Russia,  Baron  Sturmer  for  Austria,  and  a»  oU 
emigrant  nobleman,  the  Marquis  do  Montehenu^  fee 
France.  Prussia  seems  to  have  thought  the  ex- 
pense of  a  resident  commissioner  at  St  Helena  un« 
necessary.  Indeed,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  ofi 
these  gentlemen  had  an  important  part  to  fdajp 
while  at  St  Helena,  but  yet  their  presoice  was  ne- 
cessary to  place  what  should  pass  there  under  the 
vigilance  of  accredited  r^resentatives  of  the  Highr 
Powers  who  had  engaged  in  the  Convention  of  Paris^ 
The  imprisonment'  of  Napoleon  was  now  not  thr 
work  of  England  alone,  Imt  of  Europe,  adopted  by^ 
her  most  powerful  states,  as  a  measure  indispensaUe" 
for  public  trmiquttliiyi 
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Sevecal  months  brf<Hre  the  arrivi^l  of  the  commift- 
aioiiflni»  Six  George  Cockbum  ^as  supersede  in 
Uf  aaxioiM  imd  painful  oflke  by  Sir  Quid^on  Lowe^ 
who  nnudned  Goyevnor.of  St  HeleQa»  and  had.the 
iherge  of  Napoleon's  person,  nntil  the  deiith  of  that, 
xenuffkable  person.  The  conduct  of  this  officer  baa 
been  censured*  in  seYecal  of  the  writings  which 
hmre  tieated  of  N^potoon'^s  confinem^t,  wi^h  such 
vstremity  of  bitterness  as  in  some  measure  def^ts  it|^ 
own  end,  and  leads  us  to  doubt  the  truth  of  charges 
which  are  evidently  brought  forward  under  strong, 
fiselings  of  personal  animosity  to  the  late  Governor 
cf  St  Helena.  On  the  other  hand,  it  would  require 
a  strong  defence  on  the  part  of  Sir  IJudson  Lowe 
Umsdf,  reAiting  or  expl»ning  many  things  which 
as  yet  have  neither  received  contradiction  nor  com- 
mentary, to  induce  ns  to  consider  him  as  the  veiy 
rare  and  highly  eulted  species  of  character,  to  wb^m, 
aa  we.  have  already  staled,  this  important  oblige 
oni^t  to  have  b«m  mtrusted* 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe  had  risen  to  rank  in  the  army 
while  serving  chiefly  in  the  Mediterranean,  in  a  fo* 
arign  carps,  in  the  pay  of  England*  In  this  situation 
be  became  master  of  tbe  French  and  Italian  lan- 
guages, dnnimstanees  which  highly  qualified  him 
for  the  situatbn  to  which  he  was  appointed.  In  the 
oampaign  of  1814,  he  had  been  attached  to  the  army 
of  the  allies,  and  carried  on  a  cmrreqpondence  with 
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^e  Eng^ttih  go^efomeiit,  descsiibiBg  ihe  evmts  of  die 
CMnpaign,  part  of  which  was  puUiahed,  and.intunalea 
qnrit  and  uimt  in  the  writer.  Sir  Hudaon  Lowe  le- 
oeired  from  several  of  the  allied  soyereigiiB  and  ge* 
sends  the  moat  hcmouraUe  testimonieB  of  his  aervieft 
dutt  could  be  rendered.  He  had  thus  the  oppor- 
tmuty  and  faaUt  of  mizii^  with  persons  of  distiBe* 
tion  in  the  discussion  of  afikirs  of  importance ;  and 
his  character  as  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  honour 
was  carefully  inquired  into^  and  highly  Touched,  ere 
Us  nomination  was  made  out.  These  were  pmnts 
on  which  precise  inquhries  could  be  madOf  and  distinct 
anawers  receKned)  end  they  were  all  in  fitTour  of  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe. 

But  there  were  other  qualifications^  and  those  not 
less  important)  his  possession  of  whidi  could  only 
be  known  by  putting  him  upon  triaL  The  indis- 
pensaUe  attribute,  for  example,  of  an  imperturbable 
temper,  was  scarce  to  be  ascertained,  until  his  pro* 
ceedings  in  the  office  intrusted  to  him  should  show 
whedier  he  possessed  or  wanted  it  The  same  must 
Im  said  of  that  firmness  and  decision,  which  dictate 
to  an  official  penKm  the  exact  line  of  his  duty-^pre- 
vent  all  hedtation  or  wayering  in  the  exerdaeof  hia 
purpose-^-render  him,  when  it  is  discharged,  bold^ 
ly  and  firmly  confident  ihat  he  has  done  exactly  that 
which  he  oi^ht-HiM  enaUe  him  fearlessly  to  resist 
ril  importunity  which  con  be  used  to  induce  hkn  to 
change  his  conduct,  and  contemn  all  misrepresen- 
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tadons  and  obkiqay  which  may  anse  flKnn  bis  adhe^ 
ring  to  it 

Knowing  nothing  of  Sir  Hndson  Lowe  personalF)^, 
and  allowmg  him  to  possess  the  quaUtiies  of  an  ho- 
nourable, and  the  accomplishments  oif  a  weK-inform- 
ed  man,  we  are  inclined,  from  a  review  of  his  conduct, 
divesthig  it  so  far  as  we  can  of  the  exaggerations  of 
his  personal  enemies,  to  think  there  remam  traces  of  a 
warm  and^  irritable  temper,  which  seems  sometimes 
to  have  overborne  his  discretion,  and  induced  him  to 
forget  that  his  prisoner  was  in  a  situation  where  he 
ought  not,  even  when  his  conduct  seemed  most  un* 
teasonable  and  most  provoking,  to  be  considered  as  an 
olgect  of  resentment,  or  as  being  subject,  like  other 
men,  to  retort  and  retaliati<m.  Napoleon^s  situation 
precluded  the  possibility  of  his  inflicting  an  insult, 
and  therefore  Ae  temper  of  the  person  to  whom 
sueh  was  offisred,  ought,  if  possible,  to  have  remain* 
ed  eool  and  unruffled.  It  does  not  seem  to  us  thai 
this  was  uniformly  the  case. 

In  like  manner.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  appears  to  have 
been  agitated  by  an  oppressive  sense  of  the  import- 
ance and  the  difficulties  of  his  situation,  to  a  nervous 
and  irritatbg  degree.  TMi^  over  anxiety  led  to  fre^ 
quent  changes  of  his  regulations,  and  to  the  adop* 
tion  of  measures  which  were  afterwards  abandoned, 
and  perhaps  again  resumed.  All  this  uncertainty  oc 
casbned  just  subject  of  complaint  to  his  prisoner ;  iTor, 
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tlwugli  a  eKgfi^e  tmf  beoonie  gnuhully  aeeiMloned 
la  tlie  fetters  whi^  he  weuw  daily  in  the  same  sum- 
iier»  he  nmst  be  driyea  to  impatience  if  die  mode  of 
a^ustu^  them  be  altered  from  day  to  day. 

It  is  fnyJhable  tlmt  the  wann  temper  of  Sir  Hudion 
Love  was  ia  wme  diogtee  ccmveni^t  toNapdeoo, 
as  it  affocded  him  the  means  of  reprisals  apon  the 
immediate  instmment  of  his  oonfinementy  by  making 
the.GoTanor  feel  a  past  of  the  annoymce  whidi  he 
himadfeipeiieneed.  ShrGeoigeCodkbum  had  been 
in^eip^tokts^teres^aiqueToitmdus.  He  did  what  his 
duty  direqtedf  and  cared  little  what  Napoleon  thought 
or  said  upon  the  solgect.^  The  new  Grovernor  was 
vulnerable ;  be  coi^  be  rendered  angry^  and  might 
therefore  be  taken,  at  advantage.  Thus  Napoleon 
n^^.enjoy  the  viadactiTe  pleasure^  too  natural  to  the 
human  bosom,  of  giving  pain  to  the  person  who  was 
the  agODt^  thpa^  not  the  author,  m  the  restrietioos 
to  which  he  himself  was  subjected.  But  Nmpoleosfs 
interest  i%  provoking  the  Governor  did  not  rest  upoor 
the  mere  gralification  of  qpleen.  His  views  went  far 
deeper,  and  were  conneeted  with  the  prospect  ofob^r 
tapping  Us  liberty,  and  with  the  mode  by  wtUh  he 
hoped  to  i^eomplish  it.  And  this  leads  us  toinqvire 
upon  what  these  hopes  were  rested,  and  to  place  be-, 
face,  our  r^ers  evidence  of  the  most  indisputablo 
d^t,  conceniuig  the  line  of  pdKey  adopted  in  the 
coiincils  of  liWgwood. 

VOL.  IX. 
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It  must  be  pranuiBd'  that  th«  miKtavy  gmtlemot, 
who,  80  much  to  the  honour  of  their  own  fidelity,  had 
attended  on  Buonaparte,  to  soften  his  cdamity  by 
their  society  and  sympathy,  were  connected  by  na 
odier  link  than  their  mutual  respect  for  the  same  un- 
happy master.  Being  unattached  to  each  other  by  any 
ties  of  fnendship,  or  community  of  fedrngs  or  pur- 
suits, it  is  no  wonder  that  these  officers,  ipx&i  up  to 
ennui,  and  feeling  the  acidity  of  temper  wluch  such 
a  situation  is  sure  to  cause,  should  have  had  miBon* 
derstandings,  nay,  positiTe  quarrels,  not  with  the  Go- 
Temor  only,  but  with  each  other.  In  these  circum- 
stances, the  conduct  of  General  Grourgaud  distin- 
guished him  firom  the  rest.  After  the  peace  of  Pa- 
ris, this  officer  had  been  aide-de-camp  to  the  Duke 
of  Bern,  a  situation  which  he  abandoned  on  Nafji* 
leon^s  retom  at  the  period  of  the  Hundred  Days. 
As  he  was  in  attendance  upon  the  Ex-Emperor  at  the 
moment  of  his  fall,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  accompany 
him  to  St  Helena.  While  upon  that  isUind,  he  tocA 
less  share  in  Napoleon's  complaints  and  quarrels  with 
the  Governor,  than  dther  Generals  Bertrand  and 
Montholon,  or  Count  Las  Cases,  aTcnded  all  ap- 
pearance of  intrigue  with  the  inhabitants,  and  was 
regarded  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  as  a  brave  and  loyal 
soldier,  who  followed  his  Emperor  in  adversity,  with- 
out tddng  any  part  in  those  proceedings  which  the 
Governor  considered  as  prejudicial  to  his  own  autho- 
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rity.    As  sucfa,  he  is  characterized  uniformly  in  Sir 
Hudson^s  dispatches  to  his  government. 

This  officer  had  left  in  France  a  mother  anfl 
sbter,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  devoted,  and  who 
loved  Ittm  with  the  fondest  affection.  From  attach* 
m^t  to  these  beloved  relatives,  and  their  aJBTect* 
ing  denre  that  he  should  rejoin  them,  General  6our- 
gaiid  became  desirous  of  revisiting  his  native  coun- 
try ;  and  his  resolution  was  the  stronger,  that  con« 
siderable  jealoudes  and  misunderstandings  arose  be- 
twixt him  and  Count  Bertrand.  In  these  drcum- 
stances,  he  applied  for  and  obtained  permission  frofh 
theOovemor,  to  return  to  London  direct.  Before  lea- 
ving St  Helena,  he  was  v^ry  communicative  both  to 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  and  Baron  Stunner,  the  Austrian 
.l|HnnisBioner,  respecting  the  secret  hopes  and  plans 
which  were  carrying  on  at  Longwood.  When  he  ar- 
rived in  Britain  in  the  spring  1818,  he  was  no  less 
fiank  and  open  with  the  British  government,  inform- 
ing'them  of  the  various  proposals  for  escape  which 
had  been  laid  before  Napoleon ;  the  facilities  and 
diffeulties  which  attended  them,  and  the  reasons 
why  he  preferred  remaining  on  the  island,  to  making 
the  attempt.  At  this  period,  it  was  supposed  that 
General  Gourgaud  was  desirous  of  making  his  peace 
with  the  King  of  France ;  but  whatever  might  be  his 
private  views,  the  minutes  of  the  information  which 
he  aflbrded  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  and  Baron  Sturmer 
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at  St  Helmuiy  and  afterwards  M  Lmdon  to  the  Un- 
der Secretary  at  War,  are  still  preserved  in  the  re- 
fM>rd8  of  the  Foreign  Office.  They  agiee  entirdy 
with  each  other,  and  their  authenticity  ciuuiot  be 
questioned.  The  communications  are  studiously 
made,  with  considerable  reserve  as  to  proper  names, 
in  order  that  no  individual  should  be  called  in 
qi^estion  for  anything  which  is  there  stated ;  ^nd 
in  general  they  bear,  as  was  to  be  expected,  an  air 
of  the  utmost  simplicity  and  veracity.  We  shall  of- 
ten have  occasion  to  allude  to  these  documents,  that 
the  reader  may  be  enaUed  to  place  the  real  purposes 
of  Napoleon  in  opposition  to  the  language  which  be 
made  use  of  for  accomplishing  them ;  but  we  have 
not  thought  it  proper  to  quote  the  minutes  at  lei^tb, 
unless  lus  fiir  as  Nappleon  is  concerned.  We  ui^ 
derstand  that  General  Gourgaud,  on  his  return  to 
the  continentf  has  ^resumed  that  tenderness  to  N% 
pdeon^s  memory,  which  may  induce  him  to  ifg/^ 
having  communicated  the  secrets  of  his  prison*house 
to  less  friendly  ears.  But  tins  change  of  senlimenta 
can  nmth^  diminish  the  truth  of  his  evidence,  jDor 
affect  our  right  to  bring  forward  what  we  find  record 
ed  as  communicated  by  him. 

Having  thus  given  an  account  of  the  evidence  we 
mean  to  use,  we  resume  the  subject  of  Niqpol^n's 
quarrels  with  Sir  Hudson  Lowe 

It  was  not,  according  to  General  Gourgaud,  for 
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want  of  meiais  of  escape,  tliat  Napoleon  continued  to 
refiiain  at  St  Helena.  There  was  one  plan  for  car- 
rying bim  out  in  a  tnmk  with  dirty  linen ;  and  so 
general  wto  the  opinion  of  the  extreme  Stupidity  of 
thcMBngHsh  seminels,  that  there  was  another  by 
which  ft  wad  proposed  he  should  slip  through  the 
camp  in  disguise  of  a  servant  carrying  a  dish.  When 
the  Bardn  Siurutter  represeiited  the  impossibility  of 
such  iH}d  plsarii^  being  in  agitation,  Grourgaud  answer- 
ed, **  there  was  no  impossibility  to  tbose  who  had 
niBions  at  theiif  command. '  Ved,  I  repeat  it,^  he  con- 
dmied,  ^'  be  can  escape  firom  bcaace^and  go  to  Ame- 
rica whenerer  Ire  fllis  a  mind.'** — "  Why,  then, 
should  he  remam  here  P'^  said  Baron  Sturmer.  Gbur- 
gaud  replied,  ^  that  all  his  followers  bad  urged  him 
to  make  the  experiment  of  escape ;  but  he  prefened 
continimig  on  the  island.  He  has  a  secret  pride  in 
the  consequence  attached  to  the  custody  of  his  per- 
son, and  the  interest  generally  taken  in  his  fkte.  He 
has  said  repeatedly,  ^  I  can  no  longer  live  as  a  pri- 
▼aite  person,  t  would  rather  be  a  prisoner  on  this 
rbek^  tban  a  free  but  undistinguished  individual  in 
thfc  United  States; ''f 


,m 

*  "  "^^If  ^^J?^y  *^peut  s'evader  teul,  £t  aller  en  Amerique  juand  U 
k  voudra?*  Taken  from  a  report  of  Baron  Sturmer  to  Prince  Met- 
*«n^«h^  giTina  a^  ifecoont  «f  Qmsml  Otfurgaud's  ifcrnmunicationg, 
dated  14th  March,  1818. 

•f^^Jene  puts  plus  vivre  en  particulkr,  J'aime  mieux  iirepri' 
Mfttifr  ici,  que  HWe  mix  Efaie  Unit,'^ 
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General  Gourgaud  said,  therefore,  ibat  ite  cTent 
to  which  Napoleon  trusted  for  liberty,  wiis  dome 
change  of  politics  in  the  court  of  Great  Britaby 
which  shoidd  bring  into  administratipn  the  parly 
who  were  now  in  oppositioB,  and  who,  he  rathefiloa 
rashly  perhaps  conceived,  would  at  on«e  restore  to 
him  his  liberty.  The  British  ministers  recdyed  the 
same  assurances  from  General  GouTgaud  with  Aoee 
given  at  St  Helena-  These  last  are  thus  expressed 
in  the  original: 

*^  Upon  the  subject  of  Greneral  Buonaparte'*!^  es- 
cape, Monsieur  Gourgaud  stated  confidently,  that 
although  Longwdod  was  firom  ift  situation  capaUe 
of  being  well  protected  by  sentries,  yet  he  was  cer- 
tain, that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  eluding  at 
any  time  the  vigilance  of  the  sentries  posted  round 
the  house  and  grounds ;  and,  in  short,  that  escape 
from  the  island  appeared  to  him  in  no  degree  im- 
practicable. The  subject,  he  confessed,  had-  been 
discussed  at  Longwood  amongst  the  individuals  of 
the  establishment,  who  were  separately  desired  to 
give  their  plans  for  effecting  it.  But  he  expressed 
his  belief  to  be,  that  General  Buonaparte  isas  so 
folly  impressed  with  the  opinion^  that  he  would  be 
permitted  ti  leave  St  Helena,  either  upon  a  change 
of  ministry  in  England,  or  by  the  unwillingAess  of 
the  English  to  bear  the  expense  oi  detaining  htm, 
that  he  would  not  at  present  run  the  hazard  to  which 
an  attempt  to  escape  might  expose  him.    It  appear* 
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td,  iMwev^  fifioni  the  statpnent  of  Cknocal'Gour^ 
gMid,  and  firom  other  ciicamBUHiices  stated  by  hiui^ 
tlMit  Jkttcmaparte  had  always  looked  to  the  period  of 
the  remoTal  of  the  allied  armies  firom  France,  as  that 
most  &Toaialde  for  his  retun^;  and  the  probability 
of  such  an  event,  and  the  otmsequences  which  would 
flow  fitcHn  it,  were  uq;ed  by  him  as  an.Aigiiment  to 
djgsoade  Greneral  Gronrgaud  from  quitting  him  mitil 
after  that  period.'' 

General  Gomgaud's  communications  farther  bear, 
what  indeed  can  be  collected  Ctom  many  other  dr- 
cumstances,  that  as  Napoleon  hoped  to. obtain  his 
liberty  from  tha  impression  to  be  made  on  the  minds 
of  the  English  nation,  he  was  careful  not  to  suffer 
his  condition  to  be  forgotten,  and  most  anxious  that 
the  public  mind  should  be  carefully  kept  alive  to  k, 
by  a  succesdon  of  publications  coming  out  one  after 
another,  modified  according  to  the  diffisrent  tem- 
per and  information  of  the  various  authors,  but 
bearing  all  of  them  the  stamp  of  haying  issued  in 
irhole  at  in  part  firom  the  interior  of  Lougwood. .  Ac- 
ooidingly,  the  various  works  of  Warden,  O'Meara, 
fiantin],  the  Letter  itf  Montholon,  and  other  pufalica- 
tions  upon  St  Helena,  appeared  one  after  another, 
to  keep  the  sulgect  awake,  which,  although  seoniiigly 
dtBcharged  by  various  hands,  bear  the  strong  pecu- 
liarity of  being  directed  at  identically  the  same  mark, 
and  of  beii^  arrows  from  the  same  quiver.*  Gour^ 
gaud  mentioned  this  species  of  file-firbg,  and  its  pur- 
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poee.  Even  the  Manuaqni  de  £U  Hdirn^  a  tract,  in 
vUeh  df^es  md  facts  were  misplaced  and  confouad'- 
ed,  was  alto,  acoofdiiig  to  General  Gourgau^  Ae 
wwk  of  Baonaparte,  and  compoaed  to  poade  and 
vtjfs^  the  Britldi  pdblia  He  tdd  Sir  Hudaon 
Lowe  tkat  he  waa  not  to  conader  the  abuae  in 
diese  yacious  pampUets  as  levelled  against  him 
peiaonally,  tut  as  written  upon  political  calcolj^ 
tion,  with  the  view  of  extorting  some  ndaaEation  of 
yjgiianoe  \pf  the  reiteration  of  complakts.  The  ce- 
lebrated Letter  of  Montholon  was,  aoeeiding  to  die 
same  audiority,  written  in  a  great  measnre  hf  N«* 
poleon;  and  the  same  was  the  case,  with  Santim'^St 
though  so  grossly  over-coloured  that  he  himsdf  af- 
terwards disowned  it.  Other  papers,  he  said,  would 
appear  undar  the  names  of  captains  of  merchantmen 
aal  the  like,  for  Napdeon  was  possessed  by  a  mania 
fosaczibUiBg,  which  had  no  interruption.  It  becomes 
the  historian,  therefore,  to  receire  with  caution  die 
narratives  of  (hose  who  have  thus  taken  a  determined- 
ly partial  part  in  the  controversy,  and  concocted  their, 
statements  from  the  details  afforded  by  the  party 
principally  concerned.  If  what  General  Gourgaod 
has  sttd  be  accurate,  it  is  Napoleon  who  is  pleading 
his  own  cause  under  a  borrowed  name,  in  the  pages  of 
O^Meara,  Santini,  Monthokn,  &c.  Even  when  the 
facts  mentioned  in  these  works,  therefore,  are  unde* 
niaUe,  still  it  is  necessary  to  strip  them  of  exaggem* 
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tion,  and  place  them  in  a  ftir  and  just  Bgbt  b^re 
prdnotmcing  en  them. 

The  evidende  of  O'Meara,  as  contained  in  a  Vdce 
from  "St  Helena,  is  litat  of  a^disappointed  man,  \Au 
terly  incensed  against  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  as  the 
taxxse  of  his  disappointment  He  had  no  need  to 
khidle  the  Aame  of  his  own'  resentment,  at  that  of 
Bnonaparte.  But  it  may  be  granted  that  their  vin- 
dictive feefings  must  have  strengthened  each  other. 
Tlie  quarrel  was  the  more  irreconrilable,  as  it  ap- 
pears that  Dr  O'^Meara  was  originally  in  great  ha* 
bits  of  intimacy  with  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  and  in  the 
custom  of  repeating  at  Plantation-House  the  gossip 
w(hidi  he  had  heard  at  Longwood.  Some  pi^nrfs  of 
this  Welti  hid  before  the  pubKc,  in  the  Quarterly  Re- 
view;  and  Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  correspondence  with 
government  contains  various  allusions  to  Mr  0*Mea- 
ra's  authority,*  down  to  the  period  when  their  mutual 
eonfi&nce  was  terminated  by  a  violent  quarrel. 


*  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  writes,  for  example,  to  Lord  Bathurst,  13th 
llay  lS16s— "  Having  fonnd  Dr  O'Meara,  who  was  attafched  to 
BiM^psEte's  fionily  on  the  RmoTal  of  his  Fzcach  pb jnidin,  ytgf 
useful  in  giving  information  in  many  instances,  and  as,  if  removed^ 
it  might  be  difficult  to  find  another  person  who  might  be  'equally 
gfpneMe  iA  Ottoal  Bnooapazte,  I  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  aaf. 
ift  him  toxemain  in  the  family  on  the  same  footing  at  he&xn  my  ar. 
rival."  On  the  29th  of  March  1817,  Sir  Hudson  writes :— «  Dr 
O^Meara  had  inibimed  me  of  the  conversations  that  had  occurred, 
aodyiradi  tiiai  leadtineiB  whidi  }m  alw»y»  manifeiU  apon  soch  oecfr* 
ilona,  immediately  wrote  them  down  for  me." 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


]T0  LIFK  OF 

r  CouHt  Las  Cases,  is  not,  in  point  of  UDpwrtiality, 
to  be  ranked  much  abore  Dr  O'Meara.  He  was 
originally  a  French  emigrant,  a  worshipper  by  pro- 
fession of  royalty,  and  therrfore  only  changed  his 
idol,  not  his  religion,  wh^  he  substituted  the  idol 
Napoleon  for  the  idol  Bourbon.  '  He  embraces  with 
pisstTe  obedience  the  interests  of  his  chief,  real  or 
supposed,  and  can  see  nothing  wrong  which  Napo- 
leon is  disposed  to  think  right  He  was  also  the 
peicwmal  enemy  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe.  We  have  no 
idea  that  he  would  falsify  the  truth ;  but  we  cannot 
but  suspect  the  accuracy  of  his  recoUectiim,  when  we 
6nd  he  inserts  many  expresrions  and  incidents  in  his 
Journal,  long  after  the  period  at  which  it  was  origin* 
ally  written,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  ftom  memory. 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  had  the  original  manuscript  for 
some  time  in  his  possession,  and  we  have  at  present 
before  us  a  printed  copy,  in  which  Sir  Hudson  has, 
with  his  own  bund,  marked  those  additions  which 
had  been  made  to  the  Journal  since  he  saw  it  in  its 
primitive  state.  It  is  remarkable  that  all,  or  almost 
all,  the  additions  which  are  made  to  the  Joumalt 
consist  of  passages  highly  injurious  to  Sir  Hudson 
Lowcp  which  had  no  existence  in  the  original 'ma- 
nuscript. These  additions  must  therefore  have  been 
made  under  the  influence  of  recollecdon,  sharpened 
by  angry  passions,  since  they  did  not  at  first  seem  im*; 
pcwtont  enough  to  be  pieseived.  When  mmnoxy  ia 
put  on  the  rack  by  passion  and  prejudice,  she  will 
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reooUect  strange  thiogg;  and,  like  wknefiMS  under 
ifae  actual  torture,  sometiaiea  avow  what  never  took 
place. 

,  Of  Dr  Antomarchi  it  is  not  necessary  to  say  much  $ 
he-was  a  legatee  of  Buonaparte,  and  an  annuitant  of 
his  widow,  besides  bebg  anxious  to  preserve  the  coun- 
tenance of  his  very  wealthy  £unily.  He  never  speaks 
of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  withput  rancour.  Sit  Hud* 
son^s  first  offence  against  him  was  inquirmg  finr  dan- 
destine  correspondence ;  his  last  was,  preventing  the 
crowd  at  Napoleon^s  funeral  fiom  pnllmg  to  pieces 
the  willow-trees  by  which  the  grave  was  shdteied, 
besides  pladng  a  guard  over  the  place  of  sepdtuie. 
What  truth  is.  there,  then,  to  be  reposed  in  an  au- 
thor, -who  csn  thus  misrepresent  two  drcumstances, 
-^the  one  ii^posed  on  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  by  his  in* 
structions ;  the  other  being  what  decency  and  pro- 
priety, and  respect  to  the  deceased,  imperatively  de- 
manded? 

'  The  mass  of  evidence  shows,  that  to  have  re- 
mained upon  good,  or  even  on  decent  terms  with  the 
Governor,  would  nothave  squared  with  the  politics  of 
one  who  desired  to  have  grisvunces  to  oonqplain  <^; 
and  who,  far  from  having  the  usual  motives  which 
may  lead  a  captive  and  his  keeper  to  a  tolerable  un- 
derstanding, by  a  system  of  mutual  accommpdatimi, 
wished  to  provoke  the  Governor,  if  possible,  beyond 
the  extent  of  human  patience,  even  at  the  risk  of 
sulgecti]^  himself  to  some  new  infliction,  which 
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might  swell  the  list  of  wrongs  which  he  was  accumu- 
lating to  lay  before  the  public. 

What  we  have  stated  above  is  exemplified  by  Na- 
poleon^s  reception  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  against  whdm 
he  appears  td  have  adopted  the  most  violent  preju- 
Hites  at  the  very  first  interview,  and  before  the  60- 
tienoT  could  have  a&brded  him  the  slightest  disre- 
spect. We  quote  it>  because  it  shows  that  the  mind  of 
tly^  prisoner  was  made  up  to  provoke  and  insult  Sir 
Ibidsdn,  without  waiting  for  any  provocation  on  his 
pm. 

The  Govemort  fitst  aggression,  (so  represented,) 
wiiB  his  requiring  permission  of  Generdl  Buonaparte 
to  eall  together  his  domestics,  with  a  view  to  their 
tAixrg  the  declaralibn  required  by  the  British  go-: 
remknent,  bindihg  themselves  to  abide  by  the  rules 
laid  down  for  the  custody  of  Buonaparte's  person. 
This  permission  was  refused  in  very  haughty  terms. 
If  Napoleon  had  been  at  the  Tuilleries,  such  a  re- 
qaest  could  uot  have  been  more  highly  resented. 
The  servants,  however,  appeared,  and  took  the  ne- 
cessary declaration.  But  the  aiFront  was  not  cancel- 
led ;  "  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  had  put  his  finger  betwiit 
Napoleon  and  his  valet- de-chambre."  This  was  otf 
8Tlh  July  1816. 

Upon  the  30th,  the  Governor  agahi  paid  his  re- 
spects at  Longwood,  and  was  received  with  one  df 
jthose  cahnilated  bursts  of  ftirious  passion  with  which 
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Napoleon  w«s  wont  to  try  the  cpunige)  and  shake 
the  nerves,  of  those  over  whom  he  desired  to  acquire 
mfluencew  He  spoke  of  protestbg  a^ust  the  Con* 
vention  of  Paris,  and  demanded  what  right  the 
sovereigns  therein  allied  had.  to  dispose  of  their 
equal  always,  and  often  their  superior.  He  called 
upon  the  Grovemor  for  death  or  liberQrt-^-as  if  it  had 
tieen  in  Sir  Hudson  Lowers  power  to  g^ve  him 
either  the  one  or  the  other.  Sir  Hudson  eniaigsd 
on  the  conveniendea  of  the  building  which  was  to  be 
sfnt  from  England,  to  supply  ihe  ]^»8ent  warn  ^ 
accommodation.  Buonaparte  repelled  the  proposed 
consolation  with  fiiry.  It  was  not  a  house  that  he 
W^led,  it  was  an  executioner  and  &  line.  These 
he  would  esteem  a  fiivour;  all  the  rest  was  but  iieny 
aud  insult  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  could  in  reply  only 
hope  that  he  had  {^en  no  personal  o£Pence,  and  was 
mninded  of  his  review  of  the  domesticB ;  wUcb  r&> 
proadi  he  listaied  to  in  sil^ce. 

Presently  afterwards,  Napoleon  fell  on  a  new  and 
cutting  method  of  ezereising  Sir  Hudson^s  patience. 
A  book  on  the  campaign  of  1814  lay  on  the  table. 
Napoleon  turned  up  some  of  the  English  bulletins, 
andasked, with  a  tone  which  was  perfectly  intdligibb, 
wheAer  the  Governor  had  not  been  the  writer  of  these 
litters.  Being  answered  m  the  affirmative,  Napokon, 
aeooidaig  to  Br  O'Meara,  told  Sir  Hudson  they  were 
ftiD  ofMy  and  fidsAoed ;  to  which  theGovenior,with 
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more  pMenoe  than  most  inen  could  bave  command- 
ed on  such  an  occasion,  replied,  *^  I  believe  I  saw 
what  I  hare  stated  ^  An  answer  certainly  as  ttaipe- 
rate  as  could  be  returned  to  so  gratuitous  an  insult. 
After  Sir  Hudson  had  left  the  room  in  which  he  had 
been  received  with  so  much  unprovoked  indvility, 
Napoleon  is  described  as  having  harangued  upon 
the  sinisterexpression  of  his  countenance,  abused 
him  in  the  coarsest  manner,  and  even  caused  his 
valet-de-chambre  throw  a  cup  of  coffee  out  of  the 
window,  because  it  had  stood  a  moment  on  the  tdbie 
beside  the  Governor. 

Every  attempt  at  conciliation  on  the  part  of  tihe 
Governor,  seemed  always  to  furnish  new  subjects  of 
irritation.  He  sent  fowling-pieces  to  Longwood,  and 
Napoleon  returned  for  answer,  it  was'an  insult  to  givi^ 
fowling-]^eces  where  there  ia  no  game ;  though  Simtt 
ni,  by  the  way,  pretended  to  stipp^  the  fiunfly  in  a 
great  measure  by  his  gun.  Sir  Hudson  sent  a  vaxiet; 
of  clothes  and  other  articles  from  England,  which  it 
might  be  supposed  the  exiles  were  in  want  of.  The 
thanks  returned  were,  that  the  Governor  treated  thetii 
like  paapers,  and  that  the  articles  ought,  in  due  re- 
qpecty  to  have  been  left  at  the  stone  or  Goveisbr's 
house,  while  a  list  was  sent  to  the  Empeier^s  hooseA 
hold,  that  such  things  were  at  their,  command  if  thifi 
had  any  occasion  for  them.  On  a  third  occasioiti 
Sir  Hudson  resolved  to  be  cautious.     He  had  de» 
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termiMd  to  ghre  a  ball ;  but  he  consulted  Dr  O^ 
Meara  whether  Napoleon  would  take  it  well  to  be 
invited-  The  Doctor  foresaw  that  the  fatal  address. 
General  Buonaparte^  would  make  shipwreck  of  the 
invitation.  The  Governor  proposed  to  avoid  this 
stumbling  block,  by  asking  Napoleon  verbally  and 
in  person.  But  with  no  name  which  his  civility 
could  devise  for  the  invitation,  could  it  be  rendered 
acceptable.  A  governor  of  St  Helena,  as  Napoleon 
himself  observed,  had  need  to  be  a  person  of  great 
politeness,  and  at  the  same  time  of  great  firmness. ' 
At  length,  on  18th  August,  a  decisive  .quarrel 
took  place.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  was  admitted  to  an 
audience,  at  which  was  present  Sir  Pulteney  Mal- 
colm, the  admiral  who  now  commanded  on  the  sta- 
tiim.  Dr  O^Meara  has  preserved  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  iBt^rview,  as  it  was  detailed  by  Napo- 
leon to  his  suite,  tne  day  after  il  took  place. 

'  *^  *  That  governor,^  said  Napoleon,  *  came  here 
yesterday  to  annoy  me.  He  saw  me  walking  in  the 
garden,  and  in  consequence,  I  could  not  refuse  to  see 
him.  He  wanted  to  enter  into  some  details  with  me. 
about  reducing  the  expenses  of  the  establishment. 
He  had  the  audacity  to  tell  me  that  things  were  as 
he^finrnd  them,  and  that  he  came  up  to  justify  him- 
self; that  he  had  come  up  two  or  three  times  before 
to  do  so,  but  that  I  was  in  a  bath.'  I  replied, 
^  No,  sir,  I  was  not  in  a  bath ;  but  I  ordered  one 
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on  purpose  not  to  aee  you.  In  endeavouring  to  jus- 
tify yourself  you  make  matters  worse.'    He  said, 
that  I  did  not  know  him ;  that,  if  I  knew  Mm,  I 
should  change  my  opinion.     *  Know  you,  sir,"  I 
answered ;  ^  how  could  I  know  you  P  People  make 
themselves  known  by  their  actions— by  commanding 
m  battles.    You  have  never  commanded  in  battle. 
You  have  never  commanded  any  but  vagabond  Cor* 
sican  deserters,  Piedmontese,  and  Neapolitan  faii- 
gands.    I  know  the  name  of  every  English  g^fierisl 
who  has  distinguished  himself;  but  I  never  heard  of 
you,  except  as  a  scrivano*  to  Blucher,  or  aa  a  com- 
mandant of  brigands.   You  have  never  commandedi 
or  been  accustomed  to  men  of  honour.^  He  said,  that 
he  had  not  sought  for  his  present  situation.    I  toU 
him  that  such  employments  were  not  asked  for ;  that 
they  were  given  by  governments  to  pDople  who  bad 
dishonoured  themselv^.    He  sai^,  that  he  only  did 
his  duty,  and  that  I  ought  not  to  blame  him,  as  he 
only  acted  according  to  his  orders.    I  replied,  *  So 
does  the  hangman ;  he  acts  accordbg  to  his  or« 
ders.    But  when  he  puts  a  rope  about  my  neck  to 
finish  me,  is  that  a  reason  that  I  should  like  that 
hangman,  because  he  acts  accordbg  to  his  orders  ? 
Besides,  I  do  not  believe  that  any  government  could 
be  so  mean  as  to  ^ve  such  orders  as  you  cauae  to  be 

•  Clerk. 
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czecated?  I  told  Mm  that,  if  he  pleased,  he  need 
sot  send  up  anything  to  eat ;  that  I  would  go  over 
and  diae  at  the  table  of  the  brave  offipers  of  the  ff  3d ; 
that  I  was  sure  there  was  not  one  of  them  who 
would  not  be  happy  to  give  a  plate  at  the  table  to  an 
old  soldier ;  that  there  was  not  a  soldier  in  the  regi* 
ment  who  had  not  more  heart  than  he  had ;  that  in 
tbe  iniquitous  bill  of  Parliament,  they  had  decreed 
that  I  was  to  be  treated  as  a  prisoner ;  but  that  he 
Heated  me  worse  than  a  condemned  criminal  or  a 
galley  slave,  as  they  were  permitted  to  receive  news« 
papers  and  printed  books,  of  which  he  deprived  me.* 
I  said,  *  You  have  ^ower  over  my  body,  but  none 
over  my  soul.  That  soul  is  as  proud,  fierce,  and  de^ 
termined  at  the  present  moment,  as  when  it  com- 
Bumded  Europe/  I  told  him  that  he  was  a  Mrro 
SiciUano,  (Sicilian  thief- taker,)  and  not  an  English- 
man ;  and  desired  him  not  to  let  me  see  him  again 
until  he  came  with  orders  to  dispatch  me,  when  he 
would  find  all  the  doors  thrown  open  to  admit  him.'  ^ 

It  is  not  surprising  that  this  extreme  violence  met 
with  some  return  on  Sir  Hudson's  part.  He  told 
Napoleon  that  his  language  was  uncivil  and  ungen- 
tlemanlike,  and  that  he  would  not  remain  to  listen 
to  it.  Accordingly,  he  left  Longwood  without  even 
the  usual  salutation. 

Upon  these  occasions,  we  think  it  is  evident  that 
Napoleon  was  the  wilful  and  intentional  aggressor, 
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and  that  hb  conduct  proceeded  ^thet  frcan  (he  sUngs^ 
of  injured  pride,  or  a  calculated  scheme,  whi(ih  made: 
hitn  prefer  bring  on  bad  rather  than  good  terms  witb^ 
Sit  Hudson.  Lowe.  On  the  other  hand,  we  could 
wish  that  the  Governor  had  avoided  entering  upon 
^the  subject  of  the  espenses  of  his  detaition  with- 
Napoleon  in  person.  The  subject  was  iltchosen,  and 
could  produce  no  favourable  result. 

They  never  afterwards  met  in  friendship,  or  even 
on  terms  of  decent  dvility ;  and  havii^  given  dus 
account  of  their  final  quarrel,  it  only  remains  for  us 
to  classify,  in  a  general  manner,  the  various  subjects 
of  angry  discussion  which  took  )>Uice  betwixt  tben^ 
placed  in  such  uncomfortable  relative  circumstances, 
and  each  determined  not  to  give  way  to  the  otherV 
arguments,  or  accommodate  himself  to  the  other^a 
wishes  or  cmveni^ce. 
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CHAPTER  VL 

Initructimi  to  Sir  Hudtor^  Lowe  for  his  Treatmmt  of  JV*-. 
poleon.^Sum  aXhwed  hy  ike  British  Government  for  the  Ex^ 
Emperor'0  eapenses.-^The  allegations  thai  his  table  waS 
.n»t  m^Sfeimly  suppled,  considersd^Nt^Oem's  pnp^mL 
to  defray  his  ovon  Expenses^-^-Stde  of  his  Plato^-^made  in  or^. 
der  to  produce  a  false  impression  of  the  state  to  which  he  was 
reduced.'^The  fact,  that  he  had  at  thai  Hme  a  large  sum  of 
Mon^  inhuHrong4)0»y  sieMU^-^Wooden  WHtfs  canitrket'- 
edin  London  for  Buonaparte,  and  transported  to  St  Mde^^ 
«^ — interview  between  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  and  Napoleon  on 
its  arnval.-~Delays  in  the  erection  of  U^When  finished; 
Buonaparte sm-^ieaUh  prevented  his  being  removed  to  it-^ 
The  RsgulaHm  that  a  British  Officer  shmM  attend  Napo^ 
Icon  in  his  rides,  a  subject  of  much  displeasure  to  him.^-* 
Free  t^mmunieation  vfith  Surdpe  carried  on  by  the  Inmates 
nfLtmgwood^  wUhmU^knowledgo  of  the  Cknjemor.-^Regu^ 
iaUon  respeetiingNapolecn's  Intercourse  with  the  InhabUanSst 
<tfSt  Hekna^^OeneralBeflectione  on  the  Disputes  between 
him  and  Sir  Hiidson  Louie. 

BsFOBE  entefiiitg  upon  bucIi  brief  inquiry  as  out  ^ 
bounds  inll  permit,  upon  the  conduct  of  the  new 
Groremor  towards  Napoleon,  it  may  be  necessary  ta; 
show  what  were  his,  Sir  Hudson  Lowers,  instructions 
from  the  English  government  on  the  subject  of  the 
custody  of  the  Ex-Emperor ; 
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"  Downiiig  SMet,  ISth  Scptomber,  191«. 
^  You  will  obsenre  that  the  desire  of  bis  Majes- 
ly'^s  goTernment  is,  to  allow  every  indulgence  to  Ge* 
neral  Buonaparte  which  may  be  compatible  with  the 
CBtire  security  of  his  person.  That  he  should  not  hj 
any  means  escape,  dr  hold  eommuAication  with  any 
person  whatsoever,  excepting  through  your  agency, 
must  be  your  unremitted  care ;  and  those  points  be- 
ing made  sure,  every  resource  and  amusement,  which 
may  serve  to  r^c^oniAle  Buoni^arte  to  hn  eon&i^ 
meiit,  may  be  permitted.^ 

A  few  weeks  later,  the  Seeretary  of  State  Irrote  to 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  a  letter  to  the  same  purpose'^th 
the  former,  26th  October,  1816 : 

<<  With  respect  to  General  Buonaparte  himself,  I 
deem  it  unnecessary  to  give  you  any  farther  instmc- 
tbnai  I  am  oonfident  that  yoof  own  dtspositfon 
w81  prompt  yon  to  anticipate  the  wishes  of  his  Roytf 
Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  and  make  every  i^« 
fewance  for  the  effect  which  so  sudden  a  change  of 
riluation  cannot  ftil  to  produce  on  a  person  of  lis 
initable  temper.  You  will,  however,  not  permit 
joof  forbearance  or  generoiity  t6wiids  Inm  to  in* 
tttfere  with  any  regulations  which  may  have  been 
airtablished  for  preventing  his  escape,  or  Which  you 
may  hereafter  consider  necessary  for  the  better  secu- 
rity of  his  person.^ 
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The  jwt  and  honoundble  princ^le  avowed  by  go* 
Temineiit  is  obvioiiB.    But  it  was  an  extraOTdinary 
and  moBt  delicate  tax  upon  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  whieli 
'enjoined  Yarn  to  keep  fast  prisoner  an  individualy 
who,  of  all  others,  was  likely  to  be  most  impatient  of 
testndnt,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  treat  him  with 
aoeh  delicacy  as  might  disguise  his  situation  fhmi 
himself,  if  it  could  not  reconcile  him  to  it.    If  Sir 
dEIudson  failed  in  doing  so,  he  may  be  allowed  to  plead, 
that  it  was  in  a  case  in  which  few  could  have  sue* 
ceeded.  Accordingly,  Napoleon^s  complaints  against 
the  Governor  were  bitter  and  clamorous. 
-    The  &6t  pmnt  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  fa- 
mfy  at  Longwood,  respected  the  allowance  assign- 
;ed  by  the  British  government  for  their  support) 
which  they  alleged  to  be  insuffident  to  their  wants. 
This  was  not  a  point  on  which  -Napoleon  thought  it 
proper  to  express  his  feelings  in  his  own  person.  HU 
attentbii  was*app«rently  fixed  upon  obtaining  ooiw 
^cessions  in  certain  points  of  etiquette,  which  might 
take  him  from  under  the  condition  in  which  he  was 
most  unidlling  to  allow  himself  to  be  placed,  in  die 
rank,  namely,  of  a  pris<mer  at  war.    The  theme,  of 
the  inadequacy  of  the  allowance,  was  not,  however, 
left  untouched,  as  those  concerned  were  well  aware 
that  there  was  ho  subject  of  grievance  which  would 
come  more  home  to  the  peoj^e  of  England  than  one 
^which  turned  upon  a  d^ciency  either  in  the  quan- 
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tity  or  quality  of  the  food  supplied  to  thip  exiles. 
Montholon^s  letter  was  cUmant  on  the  subject ;  and 
Santbi  intimated  that  the -Emperor  must' someUmes 
)iave  gone  without  a  meal  altogether,  had  he  (Saiiti* 
tii)  not  been  successful  with  his  gun. 

The  true  state  of  the  case  was  this.  The  British 
government  had  determined  that  NapoIcon^s  tidbfe 
should  be  providecffor  at  the  rate  of  a  general  of  the 
first  rank,  together  with  his  military  family.  The 
eipense  of  such  an  establishment  was,  by  the  regular 
^ons  furnished  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  dated  15th 
April,  and  22d  November,  1816,  supposed  to  reach 
to  L.1:{000  aryear,  with  permission,  however,  to  ex- 
teiid  it  as  far  as  L.  12,000,  should  he  think  it  neces^ 
fueey.  The  expense  could  not,  in  Sir  Hudson  Lowers 
ppinion,be  kept  within  L.8000;  and  indeed  they  were 
instantly  extended  by  him  to  L.12,O0O,paidin  months 
ly  instalments  to  the  ^veyor,  Mr  Balcombe,  by 
whom  it  was  expended  in  support  of  the  establishment 
lit  Longwood.  If,  however,  even  L.l  2,000,  the  sum 
£xed  as  a  probable  ultimatum^  should,  in  the  Gover- 
nor's opinion,  be  foimd,  from  dearth,  hi^  price  of 
'provisions,  or  otherwise,  practically  insufficient  to 
jneet  and  answer  the  expense  of  a  general^s  family, 
<ralculated  on  a  liberal  scale.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  had 
liberty  from  government  to  extend  the  purveyor's  al- 
lowance without  limitation.  But  if,  on  the  other 
hap^,  the  French  should  desire  tp  add  to  tbw 
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faoiuetkecping  anytlnag  which*  the  Goyernor  should 
think  goperflttooy,  in  nferoooe  lo  the  nmk  assigaed 
to  the  principal  person,  they  were  themselves  to  be 
at  the  chaige  of  such  extraordjbaary  expenditure. 

It  is  apprehended  that  the  British  goveniment 
ODuld  not  be  expected  to  do  more  for  NapoleonV 
liberal  maintenance,  than  to  giro  the  Governor  an 
unlinited  order  to  provide  for  it,  upon  the  scale  ap- 
l^icabfe  to  the  rank  of  a  general  officer  of  the  first 
rote.  But  yet  the  result,  as  the  matter  was  mani^;ed, 
was  not  so  konpurable  to  Great  Britain,  as  the  inten- 
tions of  the  government  really  designed.  •  The  fact 
18,  that  irirtoes  as  well  as  vices  have  thdr  day  of  fa* 
shion  in  Enghmd ;  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  peace^ 
when  the  nation  were  cloyed  with  victory,  men  b^n, 
like  epicures  after  a  feast,  to  wrangle  about  the  reck- 
oning.  Every  one  felt  the  influence  of  the  Quart  <f  •« 
heure  de  Rabelais^  It  ascended  into  the  Houses  of 
Parli^fienty  and  economy  was  the  g^end  theme 
of  the  day.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  judiciowr 
restriction  upon  expenditure  is  the  only  permanent 
source  of  national  wealth ;  bu^  like  aU  other  vir- 
tues, parsimony  may  be  carried  to  an  ex-treme,  and 
there  are  utuatbns  in  which  it  has  all  the  meanness 
of  avarice.  The  waste  of  a  few  pounds  of  meat^  of 
a  hundred  billets  of  wood,  of  a  few  bottles  of  wmc,c 
ought  not  to  have  been  made  the  shadow  of  a  qucs-* 
tion  between  Britain  and  Napoleon ;  and  it  would 
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hfeVe  been  betlo:  ta  have  wkdted  i^  waA  siren  mf 
to  the  pK>d^;elit7  of  a  family,  irhich  liad  no  notiTieB 
of  economy  on  their  own  part,  timn  to  be  celled 
upon  to  discuss  such  petty  domestic  detuls  in  the 
great  council  of  the  nation,  sitting  as  judget  betwixt 
England  and  her  prisoner.  A  brief  answer  tp  timie 
who  might  in  that  case  have  charged  the  gflfnem- 
ment  with  prodigality,  might  have  been  found  in  re* 
ferring  the  censors  to  the  immense  sums  sared  by 
the  detendon  of  Napoleon  in  St  Helena.  It  is 
something  of  a  different  scale  of  expense^  which.is 
requisite  to  maintidn  a  score  of  persons  eren  in  the 
most  extravagant  manner,  and  to  support  an  anny  of 
three  hundred  thousand  men. 

But  although  such  disputes  arose,  we  think,  fi»m 
the  Govemor  mistaking  the  meaning  of  the  British 
Bfiinisters,  and  descending,  if  he  really  did  so,  to  do- 
talk  about  the  quality  of  salt  or  svigax  to  he  used  in 
^  kitchen  at  Longwood,  there  is  no  reason  ti^fnter« 
tain  the  belief  that  the  prisoners  had  any  actual  restric- 
tion to  complain  of,  though  it  might  not  always  hap- 
pen thatarticles  of  the  first  quality  could  be  procured 
at  St  Helena  so  easily  as  at  Paris.  The  East  India 
Company  sent  out  the  supplies  to  the  purveyor,  and 
they  consisted  of  every  luxury  which  could  be  ima- 
gined ;  so  that  delicacies  very  unusual  in  St  Helena 
could,  during  Napoleon's  residence,  be  obtained 
there  for  any  one  who  chose  to  be  at  the  expense* 
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Vht  wine  i«hi  (generiUy  tpMldiig)  exodleat  in  ft*. 
M^y  and  ^  the  fiisl  price  ;^  and  aUheiigh  there  ipm 
father  too  much  said  and  thought  about  die  qoan^ 
tky  coBsiuned,  yet  it  was  famiflhed,  as  we  shall  here- 
after aee^  in  a  quanti^  far  beyond  the  hmits  of  er^ 
dinaxy  ccmviviahty*    Indeed^  although  the  French 
effifietSy  while  hanting  for  giieyances,  made  com* 
plaints  of  their  treatment  at  table,  and  circulated,  in 
such  books  as  that  of  Santini,  the  grossest  scandal  on 
that  subject,  yet  when  called  on  as  men  of  honour  to 
give  their  opLdon,  they  did  justice  to  the  Governor 
in  this  respect 

In  a  letter  el  General  Bertrand  to  the  govener» 
be  expieases  hhnself  thus :--''  Be  assured  that  we 
aie  well  pa»oaded  of  the  good  intentions  of  the  Go^ 
remor,  to  su^ly  us  with  every thbg  necessary,  and 
that  as  to  provisions  there  will  never  be  any  oonu 
plautSyor  if  there  are,  they  will  be  made  against  the 
.  goverement,  not  against  the  Governor,  upon  whom 
A»  matter  does  not  depend.''  He  adds^  "  that  such 
*were  die  sentiments  of  the  Emperor.  That  indeed 
Ibey  bad  been  under  some  difficulties  when  the  plate 
mtm^  broken  up,  but  that  ever  since  thra  they  had 
lyenwell  su^riSed,  and  had  no  complaint  whatever 


^  •  The  daret,  for  example,  was  that  of  Carbooclli,  at  £6  pet  doien 
w«hout  daly.  B«eh  domestic  of  superior  rank  was  allowed  a  bottU 
of  this  wine,  which  is  as  choice,  as  dear  certainly,  as  could  be  brought 
to  the  table  of  sovereigns.  The  labourers  and  soldiers  had  tach, 
daily,  a  bottle  of  Teneriffa  wine  of  oxceUent  c[ualUy. 
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i9  mikB^^  Smk  i&  Ike  evidence  of  Count  Bertraad* 
when  deliberately  writiDg  to  the  GoYemor  thnwgh. 
his  military  secretary. 

.  But  we  have  also  the  opmion  of  the  Ez-Eaaparer 
himsalfy  transmitted  by  Dr  0'Meara»  who  ^aa  at  diit 
time»  as  already  noticed,  in  the  haUt  of  sendUig  ta 
the  Governor  such  scraps  of  information  as  he  heaxd 
in  conversation  at  Longwood ; 

"  5th  June,  1817« 
f  ^  He  (Buonaparte)  observed  that  Santinrs  was  a 
foolish  production,  exaggerated,  full  of  wgUauerief. 
and  some  Ues  i  Truths  there  were  in  it,  but  exag- 
gerated. That  there  neyer  had  existed  tl»t  actwd 
want  described  by  him ;  that  there  had  been  enoi^h 
io  eat  suppHed,  but  not  enough  to  keep  a  pn^er 
•taUe;  that  there  had  been  enough  of  wine  for  them; 
that  there  certainly  had  been  sometimes  a  defidcney 
of  necessary  articles,  but  that  this  might  be  aeooont* 
ted.for  by  accidents ;  that  he  believed  firequent  psn>' 
xhases  had  been  made,  at  the  camp,  of  bread  and 
other  provisions,  which  might  also  haiw  occasiiHiaUy 
arisen  from  the  same  cause.  He  added,  he  was  oooi^ 
Tinced  some  Englishman  had  WMtfeen  it,  and  n|^ 
SantinL^ 

There  is  something  to  the  same  purpose  in  Jh 
O'Meara's  printed  book,  but  not  so  particular.  What 
ipakes  Napoleon's  confutation  of  Santini^s  work  the 
more  amusing,  is,  that  according  to  General  Qou^r 
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gidlV  edmnAimcaiticm  to  tbe  Britidi  government, 
|i^|peli»M  irii8  himsdf  the  author  of  the  whole,  or 
ip?eaterpar^  of  the  work  in  question.  Thedifierence 
.  betweai  the  pifloner  and  Goremor,  so  fiur  as  it  reaDy 
eadsted,  may  haVe  had  its  rise  in  the  original  dispute ; 
.  foK  a  tabids  which  smted  the  rank  of  a  gendhd,  must 
hire  been  conddoraUy  inferior  to  one  kept  for  an 
.emperor ;  and  while  the  former  was  what  the  Gover- 
nor was  directed  to  maintain,  the  latter  was  what  Na« 
poleon  concaved  himself  entitled  to  cKpect 
:  The  penAission  given  to  Buonajparte,  and  which  in- 
deed could  not'be  well  refused^  to  purchase  fiom  his 
^Wn  ftmds  what  additional  articles  he  desired  be- 
.yoQd  those  supplied  Iqr  the  British  government,  if. 
folded  peeuHar  bussMes  to  the  French,  which  they 
dM  not  fail  to  make  use  of.  Nqioleon^s  money  had 
been  t^nporarily  taken  into  distody  when  he  left  the 
'B^efaphon,  with  a  view  to  prevent  his  having  the 
JNms  of  facilitatiiig  his  escape  by  bribery.  The  per* 
mitting  him  to  draw  upon  the  continent  for  money, 
was  in  a  great  measure  restoring  to  him  the  golden 
kgr,  b^»e  which  prison-gates  give  way,  and  also 
isaded  to  afford  him  the  means  of  secret  correspond* 
enoe  with  those  friends  abroad,  who  might  aid  him 
to  arrange  a  scheme  of  flight. 

Indeed,  the  advantages  of  this  species  of  corre«- 
limdence  were  of  such  evident  importance,  that  Na- 
|K4eoi)5  through  General  Montholon,  made  the  fol* 
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Ittwing  piopoialy  which  ww  sent  to  Lonl  Baiimeii 
bjr  the  Gavernor,  Sih  Septmber,  1 816*  ^  The  Ett- 
paror»^  he  said,  ^^  was  desirous  to  enter  into  asmmg^ 
meats  for  paying  the  u^Me  of  his  exp^ues,  previ* 
;ding  any  house  here,  or  in  Engbnd,  or  on  the  eoBh 
tinent  of  Eur^e,  to  be  fixed  on  with  thoGtyremor^ 
consent,  or  even  at  his  own  choice,  were  appok^od  to 
iaransact  his  money  mattera ;  under  assinrance  fiom 
him,  CieneFal  Buonaparte,  that  all  letterB  sent  throwgh 
his  bands  would  be  solely  on  pecuniary  tiSkm.  Bttt 
provided  always,  that  such  letters  should  pass  aeal* 
,td  and  unopened  to  their  direction/^ 

It  is  probable  that  Napoleon  concluded,  fi«nn  the 
jfarment  which  was  at  tibat  time  taking  pkco  in  Par* 
Uament  on  the  subject  of  economy,  that  the  &glUk 
nation  was  on  the  point  of  bankruptcy,  md  ioA  not 
doubt  that  an  offer,  which  promised  to  leyevo  them  of 
£l%filWi  a.year,  would  be  eagerly  caught  at  by  iSb 
Hudson  Lowe,  or  the  British  ministry.  But  the  Q^* 
Temor  saw  the  peril  of  a  measure,  whichyin  its  lBmie>« 
diate  and  direct  t^dency,  went  to  place  funds  to  any 
amount  at  the  command  of  the  £x-£mperor,  uid 
might,  more  indirectly,  lead  the  way  to  jmyi^e  coRO- 
spondence  of  every  kind.  Napoleon,  indeed,  hadoieiu 
ed  to  plight  his  word  that  the  communication  shoidd 
not  be  used  for  any  other  than  pecuniary  purposes, 
but  Sir  Hudson  liked  not  the  secimty.  On  his  part^ 
the  Governor  t^ereda  proposal  ^attbe  letters  to  ihft 
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hmkmn  AmM  htyinVk  only  to  bimself,  and  to  Lotd 
BflAimt,  the  iccteUiy  &r  the  ODloniftl  d«pirtnetit, 
aail  pledged  Mb  word  that  they  would  ofasenre  the 
noBt'  inviobble  secrecy  on  the  subject  of  die  con- 
tents; but  this  arrangement  did  not  answer  Napo- 
leon^s  purposes,  alid  the  arrangement  was  altogether 
dropped*  '  ■ 

It  was  about  the  same  ti^e  that  Sir  Hudso* 
Lowe  intf  desirous  to  keep  die  expense  of  the  esta<^ 
Uabnent  witl&i  ^13,000.  A  conference  on  this 
fldgeet  was  held  betwixt  Grenend  Montholon,  wfae 
took  charge  of  the  department  of  the  household,  and 
Ubget  €k>rrequer,  belonging  to  Sir  Hudson^s  staff, 
whoacted  oa  the  part  of  the  Goyernor.  It  appears 
tbit  £Sr  Hudson  had  either  misapprehended  l^e 
instmetioAs  of  the  government,  and  deemed  himself 
^SiOf  bomid  to  Kmit  the  expenses  of  Longwood 
widiiii  ^l£,Oeo  yearly,  not  adyertbg  that  he  had  «i 
epdon4o  extend  it  beyond  that  sum ;  or  else.Uiat  he 
eonsMered  the  surphis  abore  d^lOOO  per  month,  to 
eoosist  of  such  artides  of  extra  expenditure  as  the 
Viench  might,  in  a  fifee  interpretation  of  his  instruct 
ItODs,  be  required  to  pay  Ibr  themselves,  as  being 
beyond*  ^  limits  of  a  general  officer's  table,  proj- 
Ttded  upon  die  vost  liberal  plan.  General  Mon*- 
dMlon  stated,  that  the  family  could  not  be  provided, 
even  after  muy  reductions,  at  a  cheapor  rate  than 
Ii.1'5^194,  and  diat  diis  was  the  mhtmnm  qf  inmi* 
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^MhSy  the  lettst  possible  sum.  He  offered  thi^  the 
Emperor  would  drsw  for  the  sum  wanted,  pnmdhig 
he  was  permilted  to  send  a  sealed  letter  to  the  banfc- 
ing-lK>use.  This^  Major  Gknrrequer  said,  could  not  he 
allowed.  Count  Montholon  then  declaiied^  dmt  as 
-the  Emperor  was  not  permitted  by  the  Britidb  go- 
vernment to  have  access  to  his  funds  in  Europe,  he 
had  no  other  means  left  than  to  dispose  of  his  pro- 
perty here ;  and  that  if  the  Emperor  was  obliged  to 
defray  those  expenses  of  the  establishment^  whifii 
went  bqrond  the  allowance  made  by  Britain^  he  miist 
dispose  of  his  plate. 

This  proposal  was  too  rashly  assented  to  by  ^ 
Hudscm  Lowe,  whose  instructions  of  SSd  Novembier 
empowered  him  to  have  prevented  a  drcumstanee 
80  glaringly  calculated  to  accredit  all  that  had  ever 
been  said  or  written  respecting  the  mean  and  aordM 
manner  in  which  the  late  Emperor  of  Frimce  was 
lieated.  Napoleon  had  an  opportunity,  at  the  sacdh 
fice  of  a  parcel  of  old  silver  plate,  to  amuse  his  own 
moments  of  languor,  by  laughing  at  and  tumii^f  into 
ridicule  the  inconsistent  qualities  of  the  EngUah  na^ 
ttoii,^— at  one  tune  sending  him  a  house  and  furni- 
ture to  the  value  of  L.60,000,  or  L.70,000 ;  at  an- 
other oblif^g  him  to  sell  his  plate,  and  dischaige 
his  servants,  and  all  fi>r  the  sake  of  a  few  botttes  of 
wine,  or  pounds  of  meat  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  ought 
-not  to  have  exposed  his  country  to  such  a  charge ; 
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wd  even  if  his  iastemoftums  mmed  i&ezptieit  on 
tibe  stttyecty  be  ovg^t,  on  his  own  interpieUiiion  of 
lbem»  to  have  paid  the  extra  expense^  without  giying 
loom  to  such  general  scandal  as  was  sure  to  arise, 
from  Napoleon's  disposbg  of  his  plate. 
.  But  if  the  Governor  took  too  narrow  a  view  of  hia 
duty  upon  this  occasion,  what  are  we  to  say  of  the 
poor  conduct  of  Napoleon,  who,  while  he  had  specie 
in  his  strong  box  to  have  defrayed  three  times  the 
sum  wanted  to  defray  the  alleged  balance^  yet  pre* 
fisrred  making  the  paltry  sale  alluded  to,  that  he 
might  appear  before  Europe  injbrma  pauperis^  and 
set  up  a  chilm  to  compassion  as  a  man  driven  tot 
aoch  extremity,  as  to  be  obliged  to  part  with  the  j^to 
from  his  table,  in  order  to  be  enabled  to  eor&t  it  with 
the  necessary  food !  He  was  well  aware  that  litftkf 
compassion  would  have  been  paid  to  him,  had  he  beai 
thought  possessed  of  ready  money  sufficient  to  sup- 
ply any  defidences  in  the  tolerably  ample  allowance 
paid  by  England ;  and  that  it  was  only  the  idea  pf 
his  poverty,  proved,  as  it  seemed,  by  a  step,  which 
even  private  individuals  only  take  in  a  case  of  neces^ 
sity^  which  made  his  case  appear  strong  and  clamant. 
The  feeling  of  compassion  must  have  given  place  to 
9ne  of  a  very  different  kmd,  had  the  actual  ctrcum-« 
stances  of  the  case  been  fully  and  fairly  known. 

The  eommunications  of  General  Gourgaud,  upon 
parUog  ^ith  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  put  the  Governor  in 
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poinenioli  of  ihe  cumut  iket,  thai  ihe  breakkg  tip  ^ 
the  plate  was  a  mere  trick,  veiorled  to  on  aoeount  of  At 
impression  it  was  calculated  to  produce  in  England 
and  Europe ;  for  that  at  the  lime  ihqr  had  at  Long^ 
wood  plenty  of  money.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  conjee* 
tured,  that  General  Gourgaud  alluded  to  the  sale 
«f  some  stock  belonging  to  Las  Cases,  the  vsluc  of 
-which  that  devoted  adherent  had  placed  at  Napo* 
Wong's  disposal;  but  General  Gourgaud  replied, 
^  No>  no ;  before  that  transaction  they  had  recdTeft 
S40,000  francs,  chiefly  in  Spamsh  douUoons.''  He 
fhrther  said,  that  it  was  Prince  Eugene  who  lodged 
the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  bankers.  In  LondoUy 
General  Gourgaud  made  the  same  communication. 
We  copy  the  words  in  which  it  is  reported  to  Loxd^ 
Bathurst : 

*^  General  G-ourgaud  stated  himself  to  have  been 
aware  of  General  Buonaparte  having  recdved  a  cott^ 
siderable  sum  of  money  in  Spanish  doubloons,  vuk 
L.10,000^  at  the  very  time  he  disposed  of  his  plate ; 
but,  on  being  pressed  by  me  as  to  the  persons  privy 
to  that  transaction,  he  contented  himself  withassu- 
ring  me,  that  the  mode  of  its  transmission  was  one 
purely  accidental ;  that  it  could  never  agab  occur; 
and  that,  such  being  the  case,  he  trusted  that  I 
should  not  press  a  discovery,  which,  while  it  be- 
trayed its  author,  could  have  no  eflbct,  either  as  it 
rq^arded  the  punsdiment  of  the  offenders,  or  the  pre^ 
vention  of  a  similar  act  in  future.    The  actual  pes- 

IS 
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of  nbney  wttf  naneoV^r,  not  likely/in  Mi 
of  die  mdgeet,  to  aflbrd  any  ad^onal  meatii 
if  eomtpting  the  fidelity  of  those  vfaom  it  might  be 
advisable  to  aeditce ;  as  it  was  well  knoim,  that  any 
draiigbt,  whaterer  might  be  its  amoont,  driim  by 
General  Bnonaparte  on  Prince  Eugene,  or  on  ceri 
tain  other  manbers  of  his  &mily,  would  be  scmpu'^ 
kMftly  bonoorM*"*  He  farther,  stated,  that  it  wai 
Napoleon^s  pc^ey  to  make  a  moyen^  a  fiind  for'  exe^ 
cation  of  his  plans,  by  phi^ng  sums  of  money  at  his, 
General  Gonrgaud'^s,  comnuftid,  and  that  he  had  sus^ 
tamed  HLtreitniettt  on  the  part  of  Napoleon,  and 
much  importunity  on  that  of  Bertrand,  because  be 
^declined  lending  himself  to  facilitate  secret  corres* 
pondence. 

Whateyer  sympathy  Buonaparte  may  claim  for  his 
other  ^stresses  at  St  Helena,  it  was  made  plain  from 
tUs  important  disclosure,  that  want  of  funds  could 
be  none  of  them ;  and  it  is  no  less  so,  that  the  trick 
of  fld&ig  the  plate  can  now  prove  nothing,  except- 
ing diat  Napoleon'*s  system  was  a  deceptive  one ;  and 
that  evidence  of  any  sort,  arising  either  from  his  word 
Or  actions,'  is  to  be  received  with  caution,  when  there 
is  an  apparent  point  to  be  carried  by  it. 

When  Sir  Hudson  Lowers  report  reached  Eng- 
land, that  the  excess  of  the  expenditure  at  Long^ 
wood,  above  twelve  thousand  pounds,  had  been  de- 
frayed by  Napoleon  himself*  it  did  not  meet  the 
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^ppiobfttiem  of  the  miniBtry ;  who  agn  hUL  befim 
the  Governor  die  diftiacdon  whtdi  ho  wts  to  inm 
betwixt  expenses  necessitry  to  mamtdn  the  taUe  md 
hottsdiold  of  a  general  oflfeer,  and  snch  as  might 
be  of  a  natnre  different  from,  and  exieeeding,  those 
attendant  on  the  honsehold  of  a  person  of  that  rank ; 
whieh  last,  and  those  alone,  the  French  might  be 
esUed  on  to  defici^.  The  order  is  dated  M>th  Oo« 
toberl817: 

*^  As  I  observe  fimm  iihe  statement  contained  in 
your  dispatch.  No.  84,  that  the  expense  of  Grenersl 
Bnonaparte's  estabHshment  exceeds  L.1^,000  per 
annum,  and  that  the  excess  beyond  that  sum  has,  up 
to  the  date  of  that  dispatch,  been  defrayed  from  his 
own  funds,  I  deem  it  necessary  again  to  call  your  at* 
iention  to  that  part  of  my  dispatch.  No.  15,  of  the 
SSd  NoTember  last,  in  which,  in  limiting  the  ex- 
pense to  L.12,000  a^year,  I  still  left  you  at  Uberty 
tD  incnr  a  farther  expencUtnre,  should  you  oonnder 
it  to  be  necessary  for  the  comfort  of  General  Buona- 
parte; and  to  repeat,  that,  ffj/ou  shoiM  consider 
ihe  sum  gf  £.12,000  a^ear  not  to  be  adeqfmte  io 
mamtain  such  an  estabRshmene  as  would  he  reqwU 
sitejbr  a  general  f^ficer  of  distinction,  you  vM  hatfc 
no  difficulty  in  malAng  what  you  deem  to  be  a  re- 
quisite  addkion.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  ex- 
penses  which  General  Buonaparte  has  himself  de* 
firqred  are  beyond  Hrhat,  m  i^  ISbmi  construction, 
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wJf^  be  pioper  ftr  a  gmml  officer  of  ^tiiiotim« 
y«a  wfll  ipOTBiit  Aem,  as  famtofiMre,  to  be  defrayed 
ftoB  hk  own  foiids.^ 

These  porittveand  reilerated  mstmctaons  serve  io 
diow,  diat  dMxe  ivas  never  a  widi  on  dn  part  of  Bri- 
tmn  to  deal  hacsUj^  qr  even  dosdy,  iddi  Napoleon ; 
ai  ^  avoinAi  of  General  Crourgaud  prove  on  die 
otfaer  band,  tbat  if  the  Governor  was  too  rigid  on  the 
anlgect  of  expense,  the  prisoner  possessed  means  sof^ 
i^nt  to  have  saved  him  finm  any  poBiU>le  conse- 
qooieesof  sdf^demalyirhidi  might  have  aeerded  fmk 
being  eompdled  to  live  at  so  low  a  ri^fce  as  twelve 
thousand  pouds  a^year. 

The  subject  of  the  jrksibence  of  Napolem  conti- 
itned  to&mish  gseat  subjects  of  eomphint  and  com- 
Bsotfen.  We  have  recorded  our  opinbn,  that,  from 
iim  bqpnning,  Pkntation^House,  aJs  the  best  resi^ 
denee  in  the  idbuid,  oi^ht  to  have  been  set  i^art  6r 
Us  use.  If»  however,  dttswJMolgected  to,  the  bnild- 
ing  a  new  house  from  the  £iundatUHii»  evai  with  the 
io^feient  means  wlddi  the  island  affords,  would  have 
been  fat  more  reqpectaUe,  and  perhaps  as  economi- 
cal, as  constructing  a  great  wooden  frame  in  Lon- 
don, and  transpor&ig  it  to  St  Helena,  where  it  ar* 
rtvedy  with thefiuiiuturedeslaned  for  it,  in  May  1SI&. 
It  was  not,  however,  a  complete  parcq)lme  house,  as 
such  structures  have  been  called,  but  only  the  matel 
risk  finr  constructpg  such  a  one ;  capable  of  being 
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erected  leparately,  or,  at  NapoIeon^B  dhMce,  of  h^ 
tng  employed  for  mftktng  Iwrge  and  coaanodkms  mA- 
ditions  to  the  mansion  which  he  ahready  occupied. 
It  became  a  matter  «f  eourtesy  to  in^e  whether 
k  wonAd  best  answer  NapoleonVidea  of  coiiTeimBee 
that  an  entbeiy  new  edtfoe  should  be  constvudsdi 
or  whether  that  end  would  be  better  attttned  Iqr 
suffmng  the  former  buildii^  to  remain,  and  oon^ 
^roetii^  the  new-one  in  the  fenn  of  «a  addition  to 
it.  Wc  hwe  leoeonted  an  interriew  betwixt  Napo* 
leon  and  the  Govemort  in  the  words  of  the  finrmer^ 
as  delivered  to  O'Meara.  The  present  we  give  as 
famished  by  Sir  Hudson  in  a  dkpaiuii  to  Lord 
Bathorat,  dated  17th  May  1816: 

^<  It  becottbg  necessary  to  come  to  some  deoisioa 
in  respect  to  the  house  and  furniture  which  had  been 
sent  from  England  fox  the  accommodation  of  Gene^ 
rA  Buonaparte  and  his  foUow^v,  I  resoked  on  wait- 
ing upon  him^  communi(»iting  to  him  the  arriwaliif 
the  vaiious  materials,  and  aakbg  his  smkttmmMs^iiith 
respeet  to  thar  appropriation,  brfore  I  made  any  iksr 
position  of  them.  I  previously  called  on  Genend 
Bertrand,  to  ask  if  he  thought  Genend  Buonaparte 
wou]d  be  at  leisure  to  receive  me;  and  on  his  reply, 
which  was  in  the  affirmative,  I  proceeded  to  Loog- 
wood^House,  where,  having  met  Count  Las  Cases^  I 
begg^  he  would  be  the  bearer  of  my  messago  to  the 
General,  aoqpiainting  him  with  my  bemg  ibcret  if  his 
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et^nvetiience  admitted  of  bebg  ^tited  by  me.  I  re^ 
cehred  a  reply,  saying,  •  the  Emperor  would  see  me.* 
*' I  passed  through  bis  outer  dining-room  into  bis 
drawing-roon.  He  vai  alone,  standmg  wMi  his  hal 
under  bis  arm,  in  the  manner  in  which  he  usually 
presents  homself  when  he  assumes  his  imperial  dig« 
nity*  He  remained  silent,  expectbg  I  would  address 
bkn.  Finding  him  not  disposed  to  eommence,  I  be- 
gan in  the  fidlowing  words : — ^  Sir,  you  will  proba» 
My  bare  seeii  by  our  English  newspapers,  as  weU, 
perhaps,  as  heard  through  other  channels,  of  the  in* 
tention  of  the  Bri6sh  government  to  send  out  hither 
tor  your  aoodmmodation  the  materials  for  the  &m^ 
atruction  of  a  house,  with  every  necessary  fhmitnte 
These  articles  have  now  for  the  first  time  arrived.  In 
Ibe  meantime,  government  has  received  information 
of  the  bniklbg  prepared  ibr  your  reception  at  this 
place,  and  I  have  instructions  for  appropriatmg  tba 
articles  as  may  seem  best,  whether  fer  making  a  new 
bmildhig,  or  adding  to  the  conveniencies  of  your  pra. 
sent  one.  Before  making  any  disposition  ob  the  sub- 
ject,  I  waited  to  know  whether  you  had  any  desires 
to  communicate  to  me  regarding  it*  He  sto0d  as 
before,  and  made  no  reply. 

*^  Observing  his  silence  continue,  I  again  commen« 
cod  by  saying,  ^  I  have  conceived,  sir,  that  possibly 
the  addition  of  two  or  three  good  rooms-^(dft//r  ou 
irois  sabmay^Ui  your  ptesen^  house,  with  oAer  im* 
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pioTeinaits  to  it^  m^ht  add  to  your  convenieiioe  m 
less  time  than  by  constructbg  a  new  building.'  He 
then  commenced,  but  spdce  with  Budi  rapidity,  audi 
itttemperanee,  and  m>  much  wannth,  that  it  ia  did 
cult  to  repeat  every  word  he  used.  Without  appa* 
rently  having  lent  an  ear  to  what  I  said,  he  begaiir-* 
^  I  do  not  at  all  understand  the  conduct  of  your  g»* 
verament  towards  me«  Do  thqr  dedie  to  kill  me? 
And  do  you  come  here  to  be  my  executicmer,  as  well 
OS  my  gaoler  ?— Posterity  will  judge  of  the  m«uief 
in  whidi  I  have  been  treated.  The  nusfiwtunef 
which  I  suffer  will  recml  upon  your  nataon.  No, 
sir ;  nev»  will  I  suffer  any  person  to  enter  into  the 
interior  of  my  house,  or  penetrato  into  my  bed^dum* 
ber,  as  you  have  given  orders.  When  I  heard  of 
your  arrival  in  this  island,  I  bdieved  that,  as  htmg 
an  officer  of  the  army,  you  would  be  possessed  of  a 
more  polite  character  than  the  Admiral,  who  is  a  navy- 
officer,  and  might  have  more  harsh  manners.  I  have 
no  reason  to  complain  of  his  heart  But  you,  <iry--» 
in  what  manner  do  you  treat  me  ?  It  is  an  insult  to 
invite  me  to  dinner  by  the  name  of  General  Buon*' 
parte.  I  am  npt  General  Buonaparte*— I  am  the 
Emperor  Napoleon.  I  ask  you  again,— have  yof 
come  hither  to  be  my  gaoler— my  hangsnan?^  Whilst 
speaking  in  this  manner,  his  right  arm  moved  back- 
ward and  fcnrward ;  his  parson  stood  fixed ;  bis  eyes 
and  countenance  exhibiting  everything  whkh  could 
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teiilHiMid  in  aperaon  lAo meaiil  to  ktinidate  or 
iititate. 

^  I  ffiii^r^lum  to  pioceed  tknmghoat,  not  widiout 
a  stioBg  fteliiig  ef  rostramt  on  mysdf,  imtU  he  was 
rM%  Mt  of  breath,  ▼hen,  on  his  stopping,  I  said, 
<^  Efo^  I  amiiotocniiehere  to  be  insulted,  but  to  txeat 
ofanaftir^liiehiegardsyoamorethaa.nie.  If  you 
ai«not  di^pMed  to  talk  upon  the  subject    -.i^ 

'< '  I  hare  no  intention  to  insult  you,  sir,*  he  re^ 
lAiod;  ^  but  hi  what  soft  of  maaner  have  you  treat* 
ed  me  ?  is  it  in  a  soldlerfike  ftsluon  P 

^<  I  answoed)  ^  Sbr,  I  am  a  soldier  aceotding  to 
die  fashion  of  my  own  country,  to  do  ray  duty  to  her 
aeeordingly,  and  not  aocordh^  to  the  ftshion  of  fo- 
re^Mrs.  Besides,  tf  you  eoneave  you  have  any 
teasel  to  ec^plain  of  me,  you  hare  only  to  put  your 
aoeusatSMi  upon  paper,  and  I  wiU  send  it  to  Eng* 
land  by  the  first  opportunity.* 

<^  ^  Ta  what  good  putpose?*  he  said ;  <  my  omi* 
pIttDts  will  not  he  moiw  publie  th»e  than  hete.* 

^<  ^  I  will  caiuQe  them  be  published,*  I  answers^- 
*in  all  Ae  gasettes.of  the  continent, tfyoudesiie  it 
I  do  my  duly,  andeveryAii^  else  is  in^flferen^  to 
me.* 

^^  Then,  adimtmg  fc»  the  first  time  to  the  matter 
wUth  had  brought  me  to  Inm,  he  said,  ^  Your  go- 
vmunent  has  made  me  no  ofiicial  communieatiDn  of 
the  arrival  of  this  house*  Is  it  to  be  constructed 
where  I  please,  or  where  you  may  fin:  it  to  be  ?* 
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<<  VI  «tt  flow  cottie,  rir,  6r  the  letpMv  pvpoie 
of  muMmndng  it  to  you*  I  have  no  diffieolty  mw^ 
plyiojf  to  the  other  poi^t  If  thereistoypttrticalir 
spot,  which  you  might  have  thouj^t  of  to  eteet  it 
u|H>n,  I  witt  ezamitier  it»  and  have  it  exactad  there,  if 
I  sea  no  olijeeiton  to  it.  If  I  see  aay  olgacdoa  la 
it,  I  will  acquaint  you  with  it*  It  waa  to  c— ahiaa 
this  matter  in  some  degree  of  concert  with  you  that 
lamnowqome.^ 

'<  <  Then  you  had  better  wfietk  to  the  Crmai 
Mar«chal  about  it,  and  setde  it  with  htm.' 
,  <«  <  I  prefer,  sir,  addresdiig  you  upon  it  I  find 
80  many  mfsMeBigena^  happen,  whim  I  adopt  the 
medium  of  odier  posons,  (partieohurly  mb  in  the  itt> 
stance  of  the  orders  whidi  you  mention  I  had  fpwm 
fcrf^Mreing  an  entrance  into  yenrprivateapartmesitB^) " 
that'  I  find  it  more  satisfactevy  fo  addNas  your* 
self; 

<^  He  made  no  psrticnlar  reply  to  tfai%  wdked 
about  for  a  moment,  and  then,  woriiing  himself  iip 
apparently  to  say  something  which  heihouj^t  would 
appal  me  with  extraordinary  aurpriae  or  diead,  he^ 
said,—- <  Do  you  wish  ^e,  sir,  to  tdl  you  the  troth? 
Yes,  sir,  I  ask  you  if  you  desire  me  to  tdl  you  the 
truth  f  1  belieye  that  you  havet  received  orders  to 
kill  me~yes,  tokiUme-^yes,  nr,  I  befievethat  you 
have  received  ordem  to  stidc  at  nbthing-^nothkig; 
He  then  looked  at  m^,  as  if  esipecting  a  reply.  Jif  y 
answer  was*»«  You  were  pleased  to  remark,  siTi  in 
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spzil  oTthe-I&glUi  people  6m  me  le«T«  to  My, 
j&d  al  pretest  cakiilate  as  cnoncoualy  the  spirit  of 
an  Esglidi  8oldi«.V 

^' Oar  Jnterriew  Ilere  tenninated;  and,  asifim- 
Aer  of  OS  had  aayflang  num  to  asy,  wo  mntiiaUy 


Sir  Hadson  leorived  a  letter  in  reply  to  his  ao* 
ommtof  this  stcango  andvioleat  scene,  in  which  his 
fiirbesxance  and  finmiess  are  i^ypioyed  of.  But  We 
quote  it,  cUeAy  because  it  marks  the  intention  of 
tfe  Bdltsh  goTennment  with  respect  to  Buonaparte, 
and  shows  the  considoiution  which  they  had  for  his 
peculiar  condition,  and  die  extent  of  fiirfaeaianoe 
idudi  it  was  their  de^ie  should  be  extended  touwda 
him  by  the  Goreraor  of  St  Hdena : 

<(  There  is  a  wide  distinction  between  the  conduct 
wlncii  you  ought  to  hold  towards  Greneral  Buona- 
parte, and  towards  those  who  have  dioeen  to  follow 
his  fiirtones,  fay  accompanying  him  to  St  Helena^ 

^*  It  would  be  a  want  of  geaerosity  not  to  make 
great  a&owance  for  ike  intemperate  languid  into 
which  ihe  former  may  at  times  be  betrayed.  The 
height  fiom  whence  he  has  been  precipitated,  and 
d  the  circumstances  which  have  attended  his  fidl, 
are  soffidant  to  orerset  a  mind  less  irritable  than 
bis ;  and  it  is  to  be  apprdiended  that  he  can  find 
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litde  cenarift^M  in  Us  tefliliittij  cUmt  in  tl» 
mettis  by  which  he  obtained  his  power^  or  his  msa- 
ner  of  exereising  it  So  loBg»  therefree»  as  his  vio- 
lence is  confined  to  words,  it  mnst  be  bmne  widi— 
alViays  understanding,  and  givkig  him  to  under- 
stand, that  any  wilfitl  tnnsgressioD,  on  his  part,  of 
the  rules  which  you  may  think  it  necessary  to  pve* 
scribe  for  the  security  of  his  person,  will  place  you 
under  the  necSessity  of  adopting;  a  system  of  restndftt, 
which  it  will  be  most  painful  to  you  to  iattct 

^^  With  respect  to  his  followers^  they  stand  in  a 
verydifiermtaituatlon;  they  cannot  be  too  freqaenk- 
ly  reminded,  that  their  oontinnaiiee  in  die  idand  is 
an  &ct  of  indulgence  on  the  part  of  the  British  go- 
vernment ;  and  you  will  inform  them  that  you  have 
received  strict  instructions  to  remOTe  them  from  the 
person  pf  General  Buonaparte,  and  to  traa^ort 
them  out  of  the  island,  if  they  shall  not  conduct 
themselves  with  that  reaped  whieh  you^  ntutflion 
demands,  and  with  that  strict  attention  to  your  r^ 
guiations  which  is  the  indbpensable  e^idition  on 
which  their  residence  in  the  island  is  permitted*^ 

The  stormy  dispute  which  took  place  on  f^  17th 
May  1816,  leh  everything  unsettled  with  respeet  lo 
the  bpttse ;  and  indeed  it  may  be  conjeetnred,  with- 
out injustice,  that  Napoleon  preferred  the  old  and  in- 
convenient mansion,  with  the  r^bt  to  complain  of  it 
as  a  grievance,  to  the  new  and  commodious  one,  the 
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ftHite  suig^t  of  nknitftemmWktk.  Bepetlcd  and 
conaUy  nontoiy  ^Mfiiftt?^iii#  oa  the  fuMect  toot 
fi$m  iinmg  ike  tmum  of  two  w  thsee  yeavs,  «U 
lAiA  tia«  Napoiocn  owidiiDed  of  die  ▼w^ 

lq|ed»  tfacie  w«s  no  gettiiig  Napdeon  to  eqpifM  a 
fizad  of^mionoii  tbe  fitiiatio»  or  the  j^,  or  to  aajr^ 
wb^er  he  would  prefier  a  thoiongh  repair  of  the  old 
boofe)  ocmnru^;  Monweiuf  Bertnmd's  apartaMats 
in  the  meanwhile^  until  tbe  work  should  be  aooom- 
pKahed.  Sometiiaea  Napoleon  apoke  of  dunging  the 
tttiWition  of  the  hovae^-  but  he  never,  aoooiding  to 
Skiiiidaon  Lowe's  averment,  intimated  any  speci* 
flo.wish  upon  that  aulgect,  nor  would  eondescend  tos 
aiqr  diatiiietly  in  what  pb^e  it  should  be  elected- 
Napekim  on  hia  part  maintained,  that  be  was  ecmfined 
tag  three  years  in  m  unhealdiy  bam,  during  which. 
thoo  the  GoTemor  was  perpetually  talking  about^ 
house  which  had  never  been  commenced  While  the 
Uameii  thus  recifirocaUy  retorted,  the  impartial  his^ 
toijan  can  only  say,  that  had  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  de» 
Uyed  willingly  th^  building  of  the  house,  he  must 
hove  eaq^oeed  himself  to  severe  censure  from  his  go^ 
venonent  in  eonsequence,  since  his  dispatches  were 
daiHyurgii]^  the  task.  There  waa  nothing  which  the 
Governor  could  plaoe  against  this  serious  risk,  ex« 
cqit  thomaUdous^puipose  of  distres^ng  Napoleon. 
On  the  other  band^  in  ^ubsaitting  to  indiflS^ent  ac- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


S<M^  LtFS  ot 

eoiamodftddn,  »tber  this  cammvmlaAe  wiih  ii  iiiti& 
whom  he  teeined  to  hold  in  sbhorrence,  Napoleon 
only  aeted  ufKin  his  geliera}  qrstetn,  of  whiA  iMs  ikm 
a  part«  and  aaorifieed  bis  eottveBiesec,  aa  ha  afkeii 
wards  did  hia  health,  rather  than  bend  faia  innd  4e 
ceaoipljrwiili  iheiegidatiossof  hm  place  of  e^itiidtjr; 
Mr  BItk,  nuBpRJ/Eidio^d  witiieifl,  dedam  Aa^  the 
d^^nalhome  seemed  to  Urn  cemmedums  and  wM 

The  ftte  of  the  new  house  was  dngukr  enovgh. 
It  warat  last  erected,  and  is  said  to  be  a  large  and 
coinfartable  bnildtng.  But  it  happened,  that  the 
phtt  dffeeted  the  bi^^ing  to  be  surrounded,  aa  is 
ceniBon  in  England)  ^th  something  like  a  sunk 
diteh,  surrounded  bjr  cast  irosn  racing  of  aa  oran* 
mental  character.  No  sooner  bad  NapekoB  seed 
these  preparations,  tlum  the  idea  of  a  fortificatioii  wd 
a  ^ngeon  entered  into  his  head ;  nor  was  it  possible 
to  eouTinee  him  ihat  the  rails  and  sunk  fenoe  were 
not  intended  as  additional  means  of  securing  his 
penon.  When  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  learned  the  ob« 
jection  which  had  been  started,  he  ordered  the  ground 
to  be  leveUed,  and  the  palisade  removed.  But  be* 
fore  this  was  accomplished,  Napoteon'^s  health  was 
too  much  broken  to  permit  of  his  being  remoTed,  so 
that  he  died  und»  the  same  roof  which  reeeiyed  him 
after  his  temporary  residence  at  Biiars. 

Another  subject  of  compbunt,  which  Napoleon  > 
greatly  insisted  upon,  was,  that  the  OovenKor  of  S4 
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HckiM  lud  not  bem  pfaned  thcie  merely  m  a  nw 
niitafeial  penon^  to  we  duly  executed  the  kulme^ 
ftioiis  irlneii  lie  dioiild  reomreftom  Bittmi)  but  as  a 

te  alter  the  regnlatiofeeiiiidecwliieli  hu  jriamat  mm 
ia  be  eonfioed^  te  reodltbem,.  to  suspend  Aent,  mi 
&ially,  to  replace  tliem.  To  this  it  must  be  a»< 
sweiedyihat  in  euch  a  sitnslioD,  vbere  the  Goimior 
holdkig  so  important  a  diai^  was  at  so  great  a 
distaneefiem  the  Mginal  source  of  his  pofier,  eesoe 
diacsetionarj  authority  must  necessarily  be  lodged  in 
luffi)  since  cases  must  occur  where  he  was  toact  on  the 
event  as  it  arose,  and  it  was  indispensable  dmt  be 
should  possess  the  power  to  do  so.  It  must  also  be 
remembered,  that  diftreut  oonstnictions  might  poeai- 
Uy  be  given  to  the  instmetmns  from  the  Secretary 
of  State;  and  it  would,  in  that  case,  have  been  eqn^ 
ly  anomalous  and  icftonvenient  should  theOovemee 
not  have  had  it  in  lus  power  to  adopt  that  explana* 
uon  wUdi  dircumstanoes  demanded,  and  not  less  so 
if  be  had  been  obliged  to  litigate  the  point  with  biv 
prooner,  and,  as  a  mere  ministerial  person  must 
have  done,  wait  till  a  commentary  on  the  disputed 
artiele  should  arrive  from  England. 

It  isa  JKfemrt  question,  and  on  whidi  we  arefiw 
from  having  so  clear  an  opinion,  whether  Sir  H«d* 
son  Lowe,  in  every  case,  ezeireiied  this  high  privii 
lege  with  sound  discestien.  It  would  be  unjust  to 
coadannium  unheard,  who  has  neier  fidrly  been  put 
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upon  his  dftfeme,  andtke  efidwcc  agnntt  wlion  k^ 
we  Biittt  agdhi  tay,  cf  a  vary  Wipcioiui  nirtare. 
SliH  it  appeftn,  that  altaatimsof  tlieezialiiig  t«gB^ 
fartaoni  i»re,  as  far  at  we  bvr e  infinuitioDt  iBi»e 
ftifiiflBi  thm  neomitjf  Ae  hmk  if  aot  the  odIj  ap»< 
logy  ftr  Taryiqg  iim  maaBer  of  aoeli  farocedBBgo, 
Booms  to  hrre  audiariaod. 

For  esaas]^,  one  ef  llie  koKrioot  tt  Nmpikm^ 
eooqplabts  la  made  agaiast  the  nstaclioa  ef  the 
Ufluls  wilfaia  whidi  he  mi^  take  exeroise  w&hosi 
die  company  of  a  BiitiBh  c^eer,  wfaich^  iastead  ef 
eirteMliiig  to  twelve  mSei  in  ciiCiimfeggBM,  wete 
eontiacted  to  two-thirds  of  that  space  £T«7thiiig 
in  this  wodd  k  idative»  and  we  can  oneoiTe  the 
loss  of  one4hiid  of  his  exoieisiiig  ground  to  have 
heen,  at  this  nuHnextt,  a  move  dneere  solgoct  ef  die* 
tress  to  Napoleon^  than  the  loss  of  a  kingdem  wUfe 
he  jot  govenned  Europe.  Thesapology  alleged  for 
this  was  ihe  dispositbn  whidi  Napokon  seemed  to 
showy  to  cultirate  the  acqiadnta&ee  of  the  inhabit^ 
ants  of  St  Helena  more  than  it  was  advJsaUe  diat 
he  should  have  the  opportunity  ef  doing*  We  ean 
easily  concdve  this  to  be  true ;  for  not  only  might 
Napoleon  be  disposed,  Stom  policy,  to  make  friends 
aaiMg  the  better  classes  by  his  irresistible  concilia- 
tien  of  mamiers,  and  of  the  lower  dass  by  fiunflia* 
rily  and  bagasses ;  but  he  must  also  be  supposed,  with 
the  feelsDgs  natural  to  humanity  in  dartiess,  to  sedc 
>  little  varied  fiom  the  monotony  ef  existeacey 
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some  lUtle  ic^imptkm  of  eoBMsdon  milk  the  hv 
HKe,  from  wliii^  his  few  foUowera  esBepted,  he  wai 
in  a  manner  exehided*  BiilthisAptilndetoiiiii^ 
with  wek  aecaety  as  chanm  threw  within  his  ieMh» 
in  his  Tery  linuted  range,  mi^  perhaps  hate  hean 
indi^ged  without  the  peasihiUty  of  his.  auduagany 
bad  use  of  it,  especially  siaoe  no  OD0  eonUeftter  iheae 
grounds  without  passes  luid  ofdeis.  The  Mmits  were 
shortly  after  restored  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  to  their 
original  extent.  Napoleon  having  declared  that  un- 
less this  were  the  case,  he  would  not  consent  to  tafae 
exerdse,  or  ohserve  the  usual  means  of  keeping  him* 
,  adf  in  health. 

The  injunction  requiring  that  Buon^itete  idmuU 
daily  be  seen  by  an  ogrderly  officer,  was,  under  fiir 
Hudson  Lower's  authority,  as  it  had  been  smder  that 
of  Sir  George  Cockhum,  the  snlgect  of  .Baonapavtes 
most  violent  oppo8iti<Hi.  He  affected  to.  appnefaend 
that  it  was  to  be  enforced  by  positive  violence^  and 
carried  this  so  far  as  to  load  fire^^aims,  with  the  tdeaaf 
re»8ting  by  force  any  attempt  of  an  orderly  officer 
to  insist  iqpon  performiag  this  part  of  lus  duty.  He 
alludes  resentfully  to  the  drcumstance  in  his  angry  in* 
terview  with  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  upon  the  17th  May, 
1816.Yet,ofallunpleasantr^pdatiqAStowhichapri- 
sonerissttlgectedbyhiscqptivity9thatappeacstheleaat 
otgectionable,  which,  assuring  us  from  space  to  space 
that  the  person  of  the  prisoner  is  secure,  enables  im, 
in  the  interval,  to  leave  him  a  much  greater  share  of 
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-penottdtfreedom  than  i^lhenrke  coold  be  pemi^led, 
because  the  diortness  ef  each  ittttrral  does  not  «Beir 
lumtimefioiueitiiiesespe.  NeTerAdMs,  Sir  Hod* 
son  Lowe,«s  abretdy  hmted,  wasconteBt  in  Ai»  ease 
to  yield  to  the  yioknt  threats  ef  Napoleon,  and  ni>- 
tber  suffer  llie  duty  to  be  exelrcised  imperfecdy  and 
by  chanee,  than  run  the  risk  of  his  prisoner  pernh« 
ii^  in  the  affray  whidi  hb  obsttnaey  threatened. 
Periiapsthe  Grovemor  may  be  in  tins  case  rather  cen« 
sured  as  having  given  up  a  point  impressed  upon  him 
by  his  4»iginal  instructions,  dian  bkmed  for  execu. 
ting  them  too  strictly  against  the  remurkable  person 
▼ho  was  his  prisoner.  We  cannot  but  repeat  iHm 
opinion  we  hare  been  led  to  form,  Aat,  could  Buona* 
parte's  bodily  presence  have  been  exactly  asoertamed 
fitom  time  to  dme,  his  rambles  through  the  whole  of 
the  isfamd  might  have  been  permitted,  even  without 
the  presence  of  a  military  officer. 

This  reguhtton  was  another  circumstance  ef 
which  Napoleon  most  heavily  complained.  He  re- 
flKded  the  company  of  such  attendant  as  a  maik  of 
ho  defieat  and  imprisonment,  and  resolved,  therefor^, 
richer  to  submit  to  remain  withm  the  limits  of  tfa^ 
grounds  of  Longwood,  narrow  as  they  were,  than,  by 
stirring  without  them,  to  expose  himself  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  admitting  the  company  of  this  odious  guar* 
diaa.  It  may  be  thought,  that  in  thus  judging,  NiU 
poleon  did  not  adopt  the  most  philosophical  or  even 
the  wisest*^  opinion.    Misfortune  in  war  is  no  dis* 
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gfaoerand  io  be  fmoMiv  has  been  the  lot  be&ie 
mv  boih  eifrlcings  end  enipeNti.  Tke  oidcriy  effi« 
cert,  also^  wha  weie  ready  to  aooompany  Napolooii 
m  lib  ride,  might  be  often  men  of  informatbn  and 
aeecMDi^Ufilunent ;  and  their  soeiety  and  conveiBalioA 
OQRddiiot.bat  have  added  some  rariety  to  days  so 
little  dlTemfied  as  those  spent  by  Napoleon. 

Hbe  pnsoner,  however,  was  iac^iable  of  deriving 
afKnesaent  from  any  snch  somroe.  It  might  be  as 
wdU  expected  diat  the  occupant  of  a  dungeon  should 
» himsdf  with  botanizing  in  the  ditches  which 
I  it  rottiid.  Napoleon  conld  not  foiget  what  he 
had  been  and  what  he  was,  and  plainly  confessed  by 
Ueeondnet  that  he  was  contented  rather  to  die,  than, 
to  aiqiesr  in  puUic  wearing  the  badge  of  his  fate,, 
Ike  one  who  was  sitting  down  resigned  to  it. 

While  so  averse  to  this  regnlatlDn,  Napoleon  had 
not  taken  the  proper  mode  of  esesping  from  its  in-^, 
flnence*  ^  ^[eoige  Cockfaom,  upon  his  remon* 
sirance  after  his  fiist  anival,  had  granted  to  him 
a  dKqpensatbn  from  the  attendance  of  an  orderly 
officer,  at  least  in  his  immediate  company  or  vid* 
mty.  This  jimUeg^  was  suddenly  withdrawn  while 
the  Adnnral  was  yet  upon  the  island,  and  both  Na- 
poleon and  the  vanoos  St  Helma  author^  Las 
Cases  in  partirakr,  make  the  most  bitter  complaints 
on  the  tanlalimng  conduct  of  Sir  George  Cockbumi 
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wbo  gave  an  indliTgenee,^  ad  it  woidd  seem,  only  with* 
the  cruel  view  of  recAffing  it  the  next  mowiig.  The 
truth  is  here  told,  but  not  the  whole  trath.  Napo- 
leon had  engaged  to  the  Admiral,  that,  in  coosideiw 
aition  of  thi«  indulgence,  he  would  not  enter  into  a&y 
intercourse  with  any  of  the  inhabitantB  whom  iae 
might  meet  during  the  time  of  his  excursion.  He 
cftose  to  break  through  his  promise  the  v)^  first 
time  that  he  rode  out  alone,  or  only  withhta  suiter 
and  fience  Sir  George  Cockbum,  considering  faith 
as  broken  with  him,  recalled  the  permissmn  allege* 
ther.  R  was  not,  therefbre,  with  a  good  grace,  4nt 
Napoleon  compTamed  of  the  want  of  inehnatkni,  on 
the  part'of  the  Governor,  to  restore  an  indulgence 
to  him,  which  he  had  almost  instantly  made  a  use  of 
that  was  contrary  to  his  express  engagemoit.  tTfae 
truth*  is,  that  the  Ex-Emperor  had  his  own  peculiar 
manner  of  viewing  his  own  case.  He  considered 
every  degree  of  leniency,  which  was  at  any  time  ^« 
ercised,  as  a  restoration  of  some  smaH  pcfttion  of  that 
liberty,  of  which  he  conceived  himself  to  be  deprived 
illegally  and  tyrannically ;  and  scrupled  no  more  to 
employ  what  he  got  m  endeavouring  to  attain  a  ta*^ 
ther  degree  of  freedom,  than  the  prisoner  whose 
hand  is  extricated  from  fetters  Would  hesitate  to  eift- 
ploy  it  in  freeing  his  feet.  There  can  be  no  douk, 
that  if  by  means  of  such  a  privSege  as  riding  witb» 
out  the  attendance  of  an't>iBceF,  be  could  hafri<ai« 
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.tWged  5r  fM^laled  any  mode  of  final  escape,  he 
would  not  have  hMiUted  to  uae  it  to  that  eiFect. 

'But,'  on  ifae  othet  hand,  saeh  being  his  way  of 
tldnking^  and  b«rdly  i^guHed,  it  put  the  Governor 
attoAgly  on  his  guard  against  grantbg  any  relaxed 

'  6on  of  the  vigila&ce  necessary  for  effectually  cbn« 
fining  him.  Indulgences  of  this  natnre  are,  so  far 
as'  ^ey  go,  a  species  of  confidence  reposed  m  the 
cafrti^  by  the  humanity  of  his*  keeper,  and  datmot, 
in  perfect  good  faith,  be  used  to  purposes,  ^rhi^^h 

.mutt  kad  to  the  disgrace,  or  perhaps  the  ruin,  of 
die  party  who  grants  them.  If,  therefoie.  Napoleon 
allowed  himsdf  determined  to  hold  a  closer  and 
more  frequent  intarcourse  with  the  natives  of  St  He* 
lena,  and  the  strainers  who  visited  the  island,  than 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  approved,  it  only  remained  for  the 
ktter  to  take  care  that  such  interviews  should  not 
ceaa  without  a  witness,  by  adhering  to  the  restric- 
tions, which  reqnired  that  a  British  i^cer  shotild  at- 
tend upon  the  more  distant  excursions  of  tbe  hard* 
jruled  captive. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  this  intercourse  with  the 
infaaUtants,'  and  others  who  visited  St  Helena,  was 
no  imaginary  danger,  but  actually  existed  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  and  for  t>urposes  calculated  to  alarm 
^  HudfiOB  Lowers  watchfulness,  and  to  transgress 
in  a  most  mate^idi  respect  his  instructions  from  go* 
vemment.  The  disclosures  of  General  Gourgaud  axe 
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nt>ii  these  {MHnta  decisive.  That  officer  ^'hftd  no  dUR< 
culty  in  avowing,  that  there  has  always  existed  a  free 
and  uninterrupted  communication  betwixt  the  inha- 
Intants  of  Longwood  s&id  the  country,  irithbut  tbe 
knowledge  or  intervention  of  the  Governor ;  and  that 
this  has  been  made  use  of,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  and  transmitting  letters,  but  for  that  of 
tranimitting  pamphlets,  money,  and  oth^  articlini, 
of  which  the  party  in  Longwood  might  from  titte  to 
time  have  been  in  want ;  and  that  the  correspondenelB 
was  for  the  most  part  carried  on  direct  with  Great 
-Britain.  That  the  persons  employed  in  it  were  thosb 
'Bnglishlneii  who  from  time  to  time  visit  St  Helil- 
na,  to  aH  of  whom  the  attendants  and  servants  of 
Buonaparte  have  free  access,  and  who,  generally 
speaking,  are  willmg,  many  of  them  without  reward, 
lind  others  for  very  small  pecuniary  consideration)^ 
to  convey '  to  Europe  any  letter  or  pa<^et  intrusted 
to  tlftir  charge.  It  would  appear  also,  that  the  caf^ 
tains  and  others  on  board  the  merchant  ships  toudf- 
ing  at  the  island,  whether  belonging  to  the  East  In- 
dia Company,  or  to  other  persons,  are  considered  at 
Longwood  as  being  peculiarly  open  to  the  seducdoit 
of  Buonaparte^s  talents ;  so  much  so,  that  the  inha- 
bitants  of  Longwood  have  regarded  it  as  a  matter  of 
small  difficulty  to  procure  a  passage  oH  board  one  of 
these  ships  for  General  Buonaparte,  if  escape  should 
a*  any  time  be  his  object."" 
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;   lu  O0it0borftliw  of  what  is  aboTo-stoted,  of  th« 
fiee  qommunicatioii  betwUt  St  Helena  and  Europe, 
MQUrs  the  whUQsical  sloiy  told  by  Dt  Antomorcbi, 
of  a  ttttmber  oi  eofm  «f  Dr  O^Meara^s  book  being 
aibni^ed  ashore  at  St  Helena,  under  the  disguise  of 
ttaeU  distributed  by  a  religious  society.  Another  in* 
stance  is  mentioned  by  Count  Las  Cases,  who,  when 
?efl|oyed  ffom  Longwpod,  ai^d  debarred  from  person* 
allj  ccH||nuaiicating  with  his  master,  felt  considerable 
4iifl$cul(y  in  discovering  a  mode  of  conveying  to  him 
9  diamond  necjklace  of  gn^at  value,  which  had  been 
intrusted  to  his  keeping,  and  which  Napoleon  might 
want  after  his  departure*    He  addressed  at  hazard 
t)i9  &9(  decent-looking  person  he  saw  going  to  Long- 
wood,  and  conjured  him,  in  the  most  pathetic  man*; 
9er,  to  take  charge  pf  the  packet  The  stranger  slack- 
eqi^d  his  pace  without  speaking,  and  pointed  to  hif 
coatrpocket  Las  Cas^s  dropt  in  the  packet ;  and  the 
jewels,  thua  consigned  to  the  fiuth  of  an  unknown  per« 
aoBii  reaiehed  their  owner  in  nafety. 

It  is  houQuraU^  to  humanity,  that  distress  of  aU 
viMt  any  kind,  but  especially  that  which  affects  the 
imaginatiiHi  by  exciting  the  memory  of  fallen  great- 
new,  i^iould  find  assistants  even  among  those  whq 
wete  enemies  to  tb#t  greatness  when  in  prosperity. 
But  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  take  heed^ 
dvU  neitihtr  overstrained  notions  of  romantic  com* 
{lisskm  an^  gmerosity,  nor  the  temptation  of  worse 
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motives,  should  lead  to  any  combinafioii  whieh  might 
frustrate  his  diligence;  and  Napoleon,  having  tft 
once  avarice  and  the  excess  of  generosity  to  solicit  in 
his  favour,  the  Governor  naturally  secluded  him  as 
much  as  he  could  from  those  individuals,  who  night 
be  liable  to  be  gained  over  to  his  interest  by  such 
powerful  seductions. 

Upon  the  7th  January  1818,  the  govemment*  of 
Britain  intimated  their  approbation  of  the  enlarge* 
ment  of  Napoleon^s  bounds  of  exercise  to  the  ordi- 
nary limits  which  had  been  for  a  time  restricted ;  and, 
in  order  to  preserve  for  him  the  opportunity  of  kee|^ 
ing  up  society  with  such  of  the  people  of  the  island 
as  he  might  desire  to  receive  on  business,  or  as  visit- 
ors, the  following  regulation  was  adopted  :— 

<<  Respecting  the  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants, 
I  see  no  material  objection  to  the  placing  it  upon  the 
footmg  recently  suggested  by  Count  Bertrand,  as  it 
is  one  which  he  represents  would  be  more  consonant 
to  General  Buonaparte^s  wishes.  The  Count^s  pro* 
position  is,  that  a  list  of  a  given  number  of  persons, 
resident  in  the  island,  should  be  made  out,  who  shall 
be  at  once  admitted  to  Longwood  on  the  generates 
own  invitation,  without  a  previous  application  being 
made  to  your  excellency  on  each  invitation.  You 
will,  therefore,  consider  yourself  at  liberty  to  accede 
to  the  suggestions  cf  Count  Bertrand ;  and  you  will 
for  this  purpose  direct  him  to  picesent  to  yov,  finr  jma 
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t^ppniitMwekj  A  litl'of  persons,  Mt  exoeedbg  fifty  in 
number,  resident  in  the  island,  who  may  be  admit* 
ted.  to  Longimod.at  reissonablc  hours,  without  any 
oUier  pass  than  the  inntation  of  General  Buonaparte, 
k  being  understood  that  they  are  on  each  occsssion  to 
deliver  in  the  invitation  as  a  .voucher,  with  thar 
iiames,  at  the  barrier.  In  giving  your  approbation  to 
«the  list,  you  will,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  your 
duty,  consult  the  wishes  of  GeneralJBuonaparte ;  but 
:you  will  let  it  be  clearly  understood,  that  you  reserve 
to  yourself  a  discretionary  power  of  erasing  from,  the 
^9  at  any  time,  any  of  .those  individuals,  to  whom 
.y^u  may  have  found  it  inexpedient  to  xontinue  suoh 
JextraosDdinary  iaciUty  of  access ;  and  you  will  take 
special  care,  that  a  jreport  be  always  made  to  you  hy 
jthe  orderly  officer,  of  the  several  persons  admitted  to 
.Longwood  jipon  General  Buonaparte's  invitatioo*'" 

We  have  ioudied  upon  these  various  subjects  ef 
4^evanioe,  not  asbdng  the  only  causes  of  dispute, 

or  rather  of  violent  discord,  which  existed  betwixt 
'.  the  Ex-Emperor  of  France-  and  the  Governor  of  St 
.  Helena,  for  there  were  many  others.  It  is  not  in  our 
vpurpase,  however,  nor  even  in  our  power,  to  give  a 
^detailed  or  exact;  lustory  of  these  particular  quarrels, 

but  merely  to  mark, — asour  duty,  in  this  a  very  pain* 
,  ful  one,demands, — what  was  thediaracter  and  general 
.4BOope  oftl^.debate  which  was  so  violently  cottdueled 
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^a  both  Mies.  Of  imme  k  fidfowft,  that  a  spfftiet  of 
open  war  hmng  been  declared  betwkt  the  pttrtiea, 
every  one  of  the  various  points  of  ttettsrioxi  nhieh 
most  necessarilyhai^  arisen  betwixt  Sir  HadoomLowe 
and  Ni^leon,  or  through  their  respectiYe^attendants 
'  and  fbUowers,  was  turned  into  matter  of  «liF«nce  on  the 
•one  side  or  the  other,  and  ai  such  wsfrmly  ccmtested. 
It  is  thus,  that,  when  two  armies  approach  each  other, 
die  i^ost  peaceful  situations  and  positions  k»e  thdr 
•  ordinary  character,  and  become  the  siibjects  of  attsidt 
•alad  ddence.  Erery  ctrcnmstattce,  whether  of  busi- 
ness or  of  etiquette,  which  occurred  at  St  Helena, 
was  icertain  to  oecaaon  scnoe  dispute  betwixt  Na- 
poleon and  Sir  Hudson  Lowe>  the  progress  and 
teminadon  of  which  seldom  passed  widiout  an  ag^ 
grayation  of  mutual  hostilities.  It  is  beneath  lift 
dipiity  of  histoid  to  trace  these  tracasseries ;  aisi 
beyond  possibility,  unless  for  one  present  on  the 
spot,  and  possessed  of  all  the  minute  infimnaticm  at- 
tending each  subject  of  quattei,  to  judge  wU^  had 
the  right  or  the  wrong. 

It  would  be,  indeed,  easy  for  us,  standii^  deaf 
-and' remote  flrom  these  i^tatmg  strug^esyto  pais 
a  sweeping  condemnation  on  the  one  party  or  tl|e 
other^or  perhaps  upon  each  of  them ;  and  to  show  that 
reason  and  tnnper  on  either  side  would  bare  led  tb 
a  rery  different  course  of  proceeding  on.both,  faadJt 
been  pormitted  by  those  human  infirmities,  to  which, 


y  Google 


NAPOLKON  BirONAPAllTE.  S17 

uafaappUy)  ihose  wbb  faavvptweror  pvel^MMBs  ant 
ncoe  ludble  tb«a  the  conuBon  elass,  who  never  poe^ 
eessed  the  <me»  a&d  mak^  iie  daim  to  the  other* 
r    Ncatker  would  it  be  diffieuk  for  ns  to  eonoaiTe  a 
Ckvecnor  of  St  HdaM,  in  the  afaBtract,  who^  treating 
the  xeviliog  and  reproadies  with  which  he  was  on  all 
occasions  loaded  by  Buonaparte,  as  the  idle  ehi* 
dioga  of  a  stc^m,  which  must  howl  monnd  w4ii^ev^ 
h'  meets  in  its  course,  would,  with  patience  tod 
eqiiiwniiy,  have  suffered  the  tempest  to  expend 
ita  xisge,  and  die  away  in  weaimess,  the  sooner  that 
U  fiound  itself  unresisted.    We  can  eonoeiye  sucba 
parson  wrapping  himsdf  up  in  his  own  virtue,  and, 
while  he  discharged  to  his  oenntry  the  duty  she  had 
intrusted  to  hisi,  strivmg,  at  the  same  time,  hf 
auch  acts  of  indulgence  as  might  be  the  more  gratify? 
ing  because  the  less  «pected,  or  perhaps  m^ted>  t(i 
mdt  down  the  sullenness  which  the  hardship  of  his 
sitnation  naliurally  imposed  on  the  prisoner.    We 
can  eyen  amcetve  tl»t  a  man  ci  such  rare'tempef 
might  have  found  means,  in  some  happy  moment,  of 
re*estabitdiing  A  tderaUe  and  oitenttble  good  under« 
standingi  if  not  a  heaitMt  cordiality,  whicih,  coidd 
4t  have  existed,  would  so  much  have  less^wi  the 
vexations  and  trouUes,  both  of  the  captive  and  (^  the 
€i#venior^  AM  this  is  very  easily  conceited*  But  in 
order  td  form  the  idea  of  lAich  a  man,  we  must  sup. 
fQ9t  hnn,  in  the  ease  in  quei^oB,  stMoaUy  impaa* 
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me  to  UMiika  of  the  groMest  kind,  intuits  ipouxcd 
on  him  bofiHre  he  had. done  anythiBg  which  eoold 
deaenre  them,  and  ezpxeMed  in  a  manner  which  plain* 
ly  inUiaated  the  detenuinatbnx>f  Napoleon  to  {dace 
himaelf  at  once  on  the  jaost  hostile  tenns  mA  him. 
Tbiamust  have  required  the  most  uncommon  share  of 
calaoneas  and, candour*   It  is  more  natural  that  such 
A  functionary  as  the  Govemor  of  St  Helena,  fealiii^ 
the  impulse  of  ill  usage  from  a  .quarter  where  no 
regular  satisfiMtioncouU  be  had,  if  he  did  notfM  the 
flower  which  Jie  held  for  the  time,  to  thoMtoal  an- 
lioyance  and  rezation  of  the  party  by  whom  he  had 
]been  deliberi^tely  insuked,  would  be  apt  at  least  to  he- 
pome  indiffSgr^dt  how  much,  or  holw  little,  his  pinsaner 
was  affected  by  the  measures  which  he  adopted*  and  lo 
go.  for  ward  with  the  neoeasaiy  means  ^  confining 
ihe  person,  without  being  so  solicitous  as  he  might 
otherwise  have  been,  to  spare  the  feelings.  An  officer, 
jkermed  to  his  faee,  a  liar,  a  brigand,  an  assassin,  a 
rubber,'  a  hangman,  has  few  terms  to  keqp  .with  him 
by  whom  he  has  been  loaded  with  such  unworthy 
epithets ;  and  who,  in  using  them,  m«y  be  considtted 
1^  havbg  declared  mutual  war,  and  disclaimed  the 
ioourtesy,  while  he  defied  the  power,  of  the  person 
to  whom  he  addressed  them* 

In  the  same  manner,  judging  with  ih^  cootnes^^f 
a  4hird  party,  we  should  be  injclkied  to.  say,  that  the 
iaimy4iateatt«idantgjmdfoltow«rs<rfyapoleon  mjght 
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hme  hete  florved  ibeir  master  novt  «AclmU]r,  by 

cndeayourkig  to  aceommodate  the  sabjeots- of  d»- 

fute  with  Sir  Hudaon  Lowe,  than  by  fgnmtiMtg 

aad  canryisg  them  still  farther  by  their  own  subordip 

nate  discussions  with  the  GoVemor  aad  his  aides-d»» 

eanp,  and  thus  heating  their  master's  passions  bgr 

ihms  own.    But  while  that  was-tfae  line  of  eonchiet 

to  be  denred,  it  is  imjMssible  to  dny  that  another 

was  m<»e  naturally  to  be  expected.    Generds  Ber- 

trand,  Montholm,  and  Gourgaud,  wore  all  soUUers 

of  high  reputation,  who,  rising  to  fame  under  Napo- 

leon^s  eye,  had  seen  their  own  laurels  flourish  along 

witb  his.    In  the  hour  of  adyersity,  they  had  most 

bmddbly  and  honourdbly  foUowed  him,  and  we»e 

^ow  sharing  with  him  the  years  of  s<^tude  and  exile. 

It  was  not,  therefore,  to  be  wondered  at,  that  thqr, 

wearied  of  thdr  own  restrained  and  solitafy  oondi- 

ti<m,  enraged,  too,  at  everything  which  appeared  to 

add  to  the  calamitous  condition  <tf  their  Men  nun- 

ter,  flhoidd  be  more  disposed  to  increase  the  angry 

apirit  which  manifested  itself  on  both  odes,  than,  by 

ffiterposing  their  mediation,  to  endeavour  to  compose 

jars  whidi  might  well  raider  Napoleon's  state  more 

irrilaUe  and  uncomfortable,  but  conU  not,  in  any 

pobt  of  view,  tend  to  his  oomfort,  peace,  or  even  re- 

apeetafaility. 

But  periiaps  we  might  have  been  best  endded  to 
Impe,  fma  the  high  part  which  Niqpoleon  had  pky- 
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«d  in.ihe  woild,  fiom  the  m(«tt  o£  hU. gmpii  vtf 
tke  natunl  pride  loisiiig.firom  the  cou«aoii9iieN.<tf 
uknt,  some  indiffetenee  towards  objeota  of  mere  fom 
and  cereoiony,  some  confidence  in  the  genuine  chamc- 
lor  of  his  ovn  n«tiiral  devation,  and  a  noUe  contempt 
«f  the  change  which  fortune  could  m$ke  on  circKuii^ 
atanoet  around  htm.  We  might  have  hoped  that  one 
whose  mentid  aupmority  over  the  rest  of  his  spades 
Wias  sQ.unduiiaUe)  would  have  been  the  last  to  seek 
with  eagerness  to  retam  the  fri^ery  and  feathers  of 
winch  die  wind  of  adverse  fortune  had  stripped  hbot 
er  to  be  tenacions  of  that  etiquette,  which  now»  if 
yidded  to  him.  at  all,  oouM  only  have  been  given  by 
eompassioni^  We  might  have  thought  the  oonqiienir 
in  so  many  bloody  confliicts  would,  even  upon  pro- 
Tocation,  have  thought  it  beneath  him  to  enter  on 
8  war  of  words  with  the  Gbvemor  e£  an  islet  in  the 
Adaatic,  wh^e  foul  language  could  be  the  only  wea< 
pen  on  either  sidcraad  held  it  a  yet  greater  dero* 
gatiob)  so  far  to-lay  aside  his  high  character,  as 
to  be-tbe  first  to  engage  in  so  ignoble  a  conflict* 
It  might,  we  should  have  supposed,  have  been  an- 
tieipated  by  such  a  person,  not  only  that  calm 
and  patient  Endurance  of  inevitable  misfortunes  is. 
the  noblest  means  of  surmounting  than,  but  that 
even  with  a  view  to  his  liberty,  such  conduct  would 
have  been  mostadvisaUe,  because  most  polittc.  The 
people  of  Europe,  and  especially  df  Britain,  would 
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Bare  been  much  noonet  apt  to  unite  in  the  wish  to 
see  him  temoyed  from  confinement,  had  he  borne 
himself  with  philosophical  calmness,  than  seeing  him, 
as  they  did,  sdll  CTindng  within  his  nanrow  sphere 
the  Testless  and  intriguing  temper  which  had  so  long 
disturbed  the  world,  and  which  now  showed  itself  so 
engrained  in  his  constitution,  as  to  lead  him  on  to  the 
unworthy  species  of  warfare  which  we  have  just  de- 
scribed. But  the  loftiest  and  proudest  beings  of 
mere  humanity  are  like  the  image  which  the  Assy* 
nan  monarch  beheld  in  his  dream,— blended  of  va- 
rious metsis,  uniting  that  which  it  vile  with  thqse 
which  are  most  precious ;  that  which  is  frail,  weak, 
and  unsubstantial,  with  what  is  most  perdurable  atid 
strong.  Napoleon,  like  many  Emperor  and  hero 
before  him,  sunk  under  his  own  passions  after  ha« 
Ting  vanquished  nations,  and  became  in  his  exfle 
the  prey  of  petty  spleen  which  racked  him  almost  to 
frenzy,  and  induced  him  to  hasard  his  health,  or  per- 
haps even  to  throw  away  his  life,  rather  than  submit 
with  dignified  patience  to  that  which  Ms  misfortunes 
had  rendered  unavoidable. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


?22  I.tFB  OF 


CHAPTER  VII. 

NapolemCs  domestic  habits^-Manner  in  which  he  spent  the 
day—Ms  dress.-^Nature  of  the  fragments  of  Me^nmrs  he 
dictated  to  Messre  Gourgaud  and  Mmthohn.-^Hig  par" 
ticiUar  taste  in  Belles  LeUres  led  him  to  anfmire  Ossian,-^ 
His  attachment  to  the  drama— prefers  Racine  and  Corneille 
to  Voltaire. — Dislike  of  Tacitus, — His  vindication  of  the 

*  ■  eharaeter  of  Casar. — His  behatnour  towards  the  persons  ^ 

.  his  household — amiisements  and  exercises, •'^His  character 
of  Sir  Ptilteney  Malcolm, — Degree  of  his  intercourse  with 
the  Islanders,  and  with  visitors  to  the  Island, — Interview 

'  vHth  Captain  Basil  HaU—with  Lord  Amherst  and  the  Gm^ 

;  M&nen  attached  to  the  Chinese  Embassjf, 

Thb  unpleasant  and  discreditable  disputes  (^ 
which  we  have  given  some  account  in  the  last  chap* 
ter,  fonn,  unhappily,  the  most  marked  events  of 
Napoleon'^s  latter  life.  For  the  five  years  and  se\/^ 
months  that  he  remained  in  the  island  of  St  Helena, 
few  circumstances  occurred  to  vary  the  melancholy 
tenor  of  his  life,  excepting  those  which  afiected  bis 

16 
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tempeir  ot  his  hedth!  Of  the  general  (mu«»  influ. 
encing  the  former  we  have  given  some  aocottit ;  the 
latter  we  shall  hereafter  allude  to.  Our  present  ek 
ject  is  a  short  and  general  view  of  his  personal  and 
domestic  halnts,  while  in  this  melancholy  and  sechi« 
ded  habitation; 

Napolecm'^s  life,  until  his  health  began  to  give  way, 
was  of  the  most  regular  and  monotonous  charaeter. 
Having  become  a  very  indiftrrat  sleeper,  perhaps 
from  his  custom  of  as^gning  during  the  active  part  of 
his  life  no  precisetime  for  repose,  his  hoars  of  risi^f 
were  unoertiun,  depending  upon  the  rest  which  he 
had  enjoyed  during  the  eariier  part  of  the  night.  It 
followed  from  this  irregularity,  that  during  the  day 
time  he  occauonally  fell  asleep,  for  a  few  minutes, 
upon  his  coudi  or  arm-chair.  At  times'his  favourite 
valetde^hambre,  Marchand,  read  to  him  while  in 
bed  until  he  was  composed  to  rest,  the  best  remedy, 
perhaps,  for  that  course  of  *^  tlwk*4soming  fancies,^' 
which  must  so  oft  have  disturbed  the  repose  of  one 
in  drcumstances  so  singular  and  so  melancholy.  So 
soon  as  Napoleon  arose  from  bed,  he  either  began  to 
dictate  to  one  of  his  generals,  (Montholon  or  6our« 
gaud  generally,)  and  placed  upon  record  such  pas* 
s^es  of  his  remarkable  life  as  he  desired  to  preserve ; 
or,  if  the  weather  and  his  inclination  suited,  he  went 
oiit  far  an  hoar  or  two  on  horseback.  He  sometimes 
breakfasted  in  his  own  apartment,  sometimes  with  his 
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tHtte^  gemenilf  about  ten  oVdoek,  and  almost  riiways 

i^tafMrAeUe.  The  fore  part  of  die  (ky  he  utnally 

devoted  to  reading,  or  dioCatiQg  to  «e  or  other  of  hlii 

flttite,  and  about  two  oe  three  o^clock  reoeived  sueh 

nnlmrs  as  had  permission  to  widt  upon  him.    An 

airing  in  the  carriage  or  on  hbrsebadc:  usually  mid« 

ceeded  to  this  spedes«f  fevee,  on  which  oocasimw 

he  was  attended  by  all  his  suite.    Their  horses^ 

Sttpidied  fiom  the  Cape  of  Grood  Hope»  were  of -a 

good  race  aod  handsome  appearance.  On  returmng 

torn  his  airings,  he  again  resumed  the  book,  or 

caused  his  amanuensis  take  up  the  pen  until  dinn^ 

lime,  whidi  was  about  a^t  o^'ekxsk  at  night    fi^ 

preferred  plain  food,  and  eat  plentifully,  and  with 

an  apparent  appetite.    A  very  few  glasses  of  daret, 

scarce  ainotmting  to  an  English  fnnt  in  all,  and 

chiefly  drank  during  the  time  of  dinner,  completed 

hit  meal.   Sometimes  he  drank  champagne ;  but  hit 

tooostitutional  sobriety  was  such,  that  a  large  glass 

of  that  more  generous  wine  immediately  brought  a 

degree  of  colour*  to  his  cheek.    No  man  appears  to 

have  been  in  a  less  degree  than  Napoleon,  subject  to 

the  influence  of  thode  appetites  which  man  has  ib 

oommon  with  the  lower  range  of  nature.    He  never 

took  more  than  two  meals  a-dayj  and  concluded  each 

with  a  small  cap  of  coffee.    After  dinner,  chess, 

cards,  a  volume  of  light  literature,  read  aloud  for  the 

benefit  of  his  suite,  or  general  conversation,  in  which 

17 
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•ODsiBBv  the  evflomg  Utt  tm  or  deven^  abovt  whidi 
time  he  vttired  to  hk  apevtmeiit)  and  wentiniiMdijil^* 
fytobed. 

'We  my  add  to  this  famf  aooount of  Napokon^ 
donefftk  habits^  that  he  was  teiy.  attenlii^  to  the 
^ito  of  the  toilette.  He  usually  appeared  in  the 
merniiig  in  a  white  iiight.gowB9  with  loose  tiowaen 
aadstockaige joined  faone,  aehequercd  »d  M«d«as 
faaadkeKchief  round  Us  head^  and  his  diipl  ooUar 
i^eau  Whrai  stressed,  he  voie  a  gteea  uniftimi^ 
vary  plaiidy  made,  and  without  ornament,  simitar  te 
AmtwUehby  its  nmplidty  used  to  mavfctheSoTereign 
macmg  the  qilencttd  drssaes  of  the  Tuil]erie%  while 
wiastoxU,  and  wHte  or  nankeen  breeches,  mth  silk 
steelmigs,  and  shoes  with  gold  buckles,  a  black  stodk^ 
n^riangttlar  eodcedhatjof  thekind  tobese«inaU 
die  esrici||iRes,witha  very  sniall  tri-cokmredoockadsL 
He  usually  wwe,  when  in  full  dress,  the  riband  and 
grsnd  cBOss  of  the  L^on  of  Honour,* 
•  8uchweretheper8onaihafaitaofNflpoIeon,onwlu6h 
d^e  is  liide  for  the  imagination  to  dwdl,  after  it  has 
once  reecaved  the  geaa»l  idea.  The  drcumslanoe 
of.  the  large  portion  of  his  time  emfdoyed  in  die- 
tndon  akme  imerests  our  curiosity,  and  makes  ue 
nttdous  to  know  with  what  he  could  have  found 
means  to  occiq>y  so  many  pages,  and  so  many  houn. 
The  fragments  upon  military  subjects,  dictated  fkooL 
time  to  tune  to  Generals  Gourgaud  and  Monthokm, 
VOL.  IX.  r 
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are  not  voluminous  enoagh  to  aoeowit  for  the  \tu 
niie  expended  in  this  manner ;  and  even  what  we 
add  to  them  the  numbor  of  pamfMets  and  works 
ittuing  from  St  Helena^  we  shall  still  find  room  to 
suppose,  either  that  manuscripts  remain  wbieh  have 
not  yet  seen  the  light,  or  that  Napoleon  was  a  dow 
oclnposer,  and  fastidious  in  the  choice  of  his  language. 
The  last  oonjectureseemsmostprobable,as  theFrench 
are  particularly  scrupulous  in  the  punctilios  of  conK 
posidon,  and  Napoleon,  emperor  as  he  had  been, 
must  have  known  that  he  would  receive  no  mercy 
fipom  the  critics  upcm  that  particular. 

The  avowed  works  themselves,  fragments  as  tfaey 
are,  are  extremely  interesting  in  a. military  poiat  of 
view ;  and  those  in  which  the  campaigns  of  Italy  are 
described,  contain  many  most  invaluable  lessons,  on 
the  art  of  war.  Th^r  political  value  is  by  no  means 
so  considerable.  Gk)urgaud  seems  to  have  formed  a 
true  estimation  of  them,  when,  in  answer  to  Baroa 
Sturmer'^s  inquiries  whether  Napoleon  was  writing 
his  history,  he  expressed  himself  thus :  <^  He  writes 
diigointed  fragments,  which  he  will  never  finish* 
Wbfti  asked  why  he  wiU  not  put  history  in  posses^ 
sion  of  the  exact  fact,  be  answers  it  is  better  to  leave 
something  to  be  guessed  than  to  tell  too  much.  '  It 
would  also  seem,  that  not  considering  his  extraordi- 
nary destinies  as  entirely  accomplished,  he  is  uj»- 
wiUing  to  detail  plans  which  have  not  been  executed, 
and  which  he  may  one  day  resume  with  more  sue* 
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oeas.^.  To  t&ese  feasons  for  leftvmg  bltfiks  and  im- 
perfeplioiiBin  hia  proposed  history,  should  Jbe  added 
the  dftoger  whidi  a  fiutUul  and  unreserved  narrative 
HHist  have  entailed  upon  many  of  the -actors  in  the 
seenea  firom  which  he  was  lifting  the  vol    It  is  up 
doiibt  truey*  that  Napoleon  seems  syitonatically  to 
have  painted  his  enemies,  more  especially  such  as 
had  been  once  his  adherents^  in  the  most  odious 
aoiours,  and  particularly  in  such,  as  seemed  likely 
to  rend^  tfa^n  most  dbnpxious  to  the  ruling  powers; 
but  the  same  principle  induced  him  to  spare  his 
friends,  and  to  afford  no  handle  agmnst  them  for 
theiT  past  efforts  in  his  favour,  and  no  motive  for  ta- 
lung  from  than  the  power  of  rendering  him  fiirther 
service,  if  they  should  be  in  a  capacity  to  do  so.      i 
These  conriderations  operated  as  a  check  upon 
^  pen  of  the  historian ;  and  it  may  be  truly  said, 
thatno  man  who  has  written  so  much  of  his  own  li&, 
and  that  opnsisti]^  of  such,  singular  and  important 
events,  has  uAd  so  little  of  himself  which  lias  not 
known  before  from  oth^  sources.    But  the  present  is 
not  the  less  valuable ;  for  there  is  sometimes asmuch 
mformation  derived  from  the  silence  as  from  the  as- 
sertions of  lum  who  aspires  to  be  his  own  biographe)$; 
and  an  apology  for,  or  vindication  of,  the  course  of 
a  remarkable  life,  however  partially  written,  perhaps 
conveys  the  most  information  to  the  reader,  next  to 
that c^mdid  confession  ofiaults  and  errors,  which  is 
m  very  seldom  to  be  obtained  in  autobiography.   . 
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Napoleon^t  Memoin,  tog^ber  with  ^labour  9f* 
parently  bestowed  upon  his  oontroT^sial  puaphlety 
written  against  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  seem  to  have  fur- 
nished the  most  important  part  of  his  occupatbn 
whilst  at  St  Helena,  and  probably  also  of  his  amuse^ 
ment  It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  in  sickness  aoid 
calamity  be  could  apply  himself  to  study,  even  if  his 
youth  had  furnished  him  with  more  stores  to  w<»k 
upcm*  It  must  be  remembered  that  his  whole  edi». 
cation  bad  been  recavkl  at  the  military  sefaoal  of 
Bri^ne,  where  indeed  he  displayed  a  strong  taste  for 
the  scioices.  But  the  studies  of  mathematics  and  al- 
gebra  were  so  early  connected  and  carried  on  with  a 
view  to  the  military  purposes  in  which  he  employ- 
ed them,  that  it  may  be  questioned  whether  he  re* 
tained  any  relish  for  prosecuting  his  sdentific  pursuits 
in  the  character  of  an  inquirer  into  abstract  truths. 
The  practical  results  had  be^i  so  long  his  motive^  so 
long  his  object,  that  he  ceased  to  enjoy  the  .use  of 
the  tbioretical  means,  when  there  was  no  siege  to  be 
formed,  no  complicated  manoeuvres  to  be  arrange, 
no  grea  military  purpose  to  be  gained  by  the  display 
of  his  skill,— *but  when  all  was  to  bc^in  and  end  widi 
the  discussion  of  a  problem* 

That  Napoleon  had  a  natural  turn  for  bf  lies  letti^ 
b  unquestionable ;  but  his  leisure  never  permitt^ 
him  to  cultivate  it,  or  to  refine  his  taste  or  judgment 
on  such  subjects.  The  fecraimendation,  whidi,  in 
1788,  described  him  an  fit  to  be  sent  to  die  Military 
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Sdiool  at  Paris,  observes,  that  he  is  tolerably  aoquainU 
ed  wkh  history  and  geography,  but  rather  de6dei}t 
in  poHte  accomplishments,  and  in  the  Latin  language. 
At  seventeen  years  of  age  he  joined  the  regiment  of 
LaTPere,  and  thus  ended  all  the  opportunities  afford- 
ed him  of  regular  education.  He  read,  however,  very 
extendvely,  but,  like  all  young  persons,  with  little  dis* 
criiaination,  and  more  to  amuse  himself  than  for  the 
purpose  of  instruction.  Before  he  had  arrived  at  that 
mote  advanced  period  when  youth  of  such  talent  at 
Ms,  and  especially  when  gifted  with  such  a  powerful 
memory,  usually  think  of  arranging  and  classifying 
theinformatiik  which  they  have  collected  during  their 
earlier  course  of  miscellaneous  reading,  the  tumults  of 
Corsica,  and  subsequently  the  siege  of  Toulon,  carried 
him  into  those  scenes  of  war  and  business  which  were 
Us  element  during  the  rest  of  his  life,  and  down  to 
the  period  we  now  speak  of. 

The  want  of  information  which  we  have  noticed, 
he  supplied,  as  most  able  men  do,  by  the  assistance 
derived  from  conversing  with  persons  possessing 
knowledge,  and  capable  of  communicating  it.  No 
one  was  ever  more  dexterous  than  Napoleon  at  ex. 
tracing  from  individuals  the  kind  of  information 
ifThich  each  was  best  qualified  to  impart;  and  in  many 
eases,  while  in  the  act  of  doing  so,  he  contrived  to 
conceal  his  own  ignorance,  even  of  that  which  he  was 
anxiously  wishing  to  know.  But  although  in  this 
manner  he  might  acquire  fdcts  and  results^  it  was  im- 
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possible  to  make  himself  master,  on  such  easy  tenns, 
of  general  principles,  and  the  connexion  betwixt 
them  and  the  conclusions  which  they  lead  to. 

It  was  no  less  certain,  that  though  in  this  manner 
Napoleon  could  obtain  by  ^scoursing  with  others  the 
insulated  portions  of  informadon  which  he  was  de- 
sirous of  acquiring,  and  though  the  knowledge  so 
acquired  served  his  immediate  purpose  in  public  life, 
these  were  not  habits  which  could  induce  him  to  re- 
sume  those  lighter  subjects  of  study  so  interesting 
and  delightful  in  youth,  but  which  an  advanced  age 
is  unwilling  to  undertake,  and  slow  to  profit  by.  He 
had,  therefore,  never  corrected  his  tast^in  the  belles 
lettres,  but  retained  his  admiration  for  Ossian,  and 
other  books  which  had  fascinated  his  early  attention. 
The  declamatory  tone,  redundancy  of  expression,  and 
exaggerated  character,  of  the  poetry  ascribed  to  the 
Celtic  Bard,  suit  the  taste  of  very  young  persons;  but 
Napoleon  continued  to  retain  his  relish  for  them  to  the 
end  of  his  life ;  and,  in  some  of  his  proclamations  and 
bulletins,  we  can  trace  the  hyperbolical  and  bombastic 
expressions  which  pass  upon  us  in  youth  f  o  the  sub- 
lime, but  are  rejected  as  ti^te  and  reason  become  re- 
fined and  improved.  There  was  indeed  this  apology' 
for  Napoleon's  lingering  fondness  for  Ossian,  that  the 
Italian  translation,  by  Caesarotti,  is  smd  to  be  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  specimens  of  the  Tuscan  language. 
Tlic  work  was  almost  constantly  beside  him. 

Historical,  philosophical,  or  moral  works,  seem^ 

14 
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more  rarely  to  have  been  resorted  to  for  the  amuse- 
ments  of  Longwood.  .We  have,  indeed,  been  in- 
formed,  that  the  only  books  of  this  description  for 
which  Napoleon  showed  a  decided  partiality,  were 
those  of  Machiavel  and  Montesquieu,  which  he 
did  not  perhaps  consider  as  fit  themes  of  public  re- 
citation ;  Tacitus,  who  holds  the  mirror  so  close  to 
tij^e. features  of  sovereigns,  he  is  sidd  always  to  have 
held  in  aversion,  and  seldom  to  have  mentioned  with- 
out  terms  of  censure  or  dislike.  Thus  will  the  pa- 
tient sometimes  loath  the  sight  of  the  most  whole- 
some  medicine.  The  French  novels  of  the  day  were 
Gometimes  tried  as  a  resource ;  but  the  habits  of  or- 
der and  decency  which  Napoleon  observed,  rendered 
their  levities  and  indelicacies  unfitted  for  such  so- 
ciety. 

There  remained  another  department  of  literature, 
from  which  the  party  at  Longwood  derived  frequent 
resources.  The  drama  occupied  a  considerable  part  oi 
those  readings  with  which  Napoleon  used  to  while  away 
the  tedious  hours  of  his  imprisonment.  This  was  an 
indication  that  he  still  retained  the  national  taste  of 
France,  where  few  neglect  to  attend  the  spectacle,  in 
one  form  or  another,  during  the  space  betwixt  din* 
ner  and  the  reunion  of  society  in  the  evening.  Next 
►  to  seeing  his  ancient  favourite  Talma,  was  to  Napo- 
leon the  reading  some  of  those  chef-d'oeuvres  to  which 
he.  had  seen  and  heard  him  give  life  and  personifica- 
tion.  He  is  himself  said  to  have  read  with  taste  and 
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cffiectt  which  agrees  witktbe  tradiliAiM  ihai  mprowpt 
him  as  having  been  early  attached  to  theatrical  vajnr^ 
aentatioDs.  It  was  in  the  discusaions  following  l^aae 
readings,  which  Las  Cases  has  piesec^ed  witfi  ao 
much  zeal,  that  Buonaparte  displayed  his  powcH>of 
conversation,  and  expressed  his  peculiar  habitat  $mi 
opinions. 

Comeille  and  Racine,  stood  much  hi^er  m  hisierti- 
mation  than  Voltaire.  There  seems  a  good  reasM 
for  this.  They  wrote  thar  immortal  works  for  tke 
meridian  of  a  court,  and  at  the  command  of  the 
most  monarchical  of  monarchs,  Louis  XIV.  Thair 
productions,  therefore,containnothingthateaawoiiMi 
the  ear  of  the  most  sensitive  sovereign.  In  the  Kiagof 
Denmark^s  phrase,  they  <'  have  no  o&nce  inth^m*^ 

With  Voltaire  it  is  different  The  strong  and  seaich* 
ing  spirit,  which  afterwards  caused  the  French  Bevo- 
lution,  was  abroad  at  his  time,  and  though  uoMfiie 
of  the  extent  to  which  it  might  lead,  the  phikMapher 
of  Ferney  was  not  the  less  its  proselyte.  There.inaM 
many  passages,  therefore,  in  his  works,  which  ooiaid 
not  but  be  instantly  applied  to  the  changes  «id  ochk 
vulsions  of  the  period  during  which  Napcdeon^had 
lived,  to  the  despotic  ch^acter  of  hisgovemmeiiliaBd 
to  the  plans  of  freedom  which  had  sunk  under  thein- 
fluence  of  his  sword.  On  this  account  Voltaiiv,  wkase 
composition  recalled  painfiil  comparisons  and  tvaoU 
iecti<»is,  was  no  favourite  with  Napoleon*  The  JIUo^ 
mei  of  that  author  he  particularlydislikedtavowin^  at 

• 
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Itie  same  time,  his  respect  for  the  Orientid  impostor, 
whom  he  aocosed  die  poet  of  tradudng  and  misrepre- 
fie^tii^.    Perhaps  he  secretly  acknowledged  a  certain 
degreeof  resemblance  between  his  own  career  and  that 
of  the  youthful  camel-driyer,  who,  rising  from  a  mean 
cmgpa  IB  his  native  tribe,  became  at  once  the  con. 
^utror  and  the  legislator  of  so  many  nations.    Per- 
haps^ too^  he  remembered  his  own  prodamations 
nrfuUe  in  H^gypt,  in  the  assuaged  character  of  a  Mo»- 
lettyHJttch  he  was  wont  to  tenn  by  the  true  phrase  of 
CboHakmerie^  but  adding,  that  it  was  Charlatanerie  of 
•high  and  elevated  chmcter. 

TiifdiBiacterof  Caesar  was  another  which  Napoleon 
always  strove  to  vindicate.  The  French  General  could 
BOtbeimfifb^nttothe  Roman  leader,who,  like  himself, 
haviogat  first  risen  into  notice  by  his  victories  over  the 
enemies  of  the  republic,  had,  also  like  himself,  ended 
theatrugg^  between  the  patricians  and  plebeians  of 
ansient  Rome,  by  redudng  both  parties  equally  un- 
ierhbown  absolute  dominicm ;  who  would  have  pro- 
4MmtA  Inmsdf  their  Soveragn  even  by  the  proscri- 
bed  tide  of  King,  had  he  not  been  prevented  by  con* 
apiraoy ;  and  who,  when  he  had  conquered  lus  coun- 
Ury,  thought  of  nothing  so  much  as  extending  an 
M^pire,  already  mudi  too  large,  over  the  distant  re- 
gions of  Scythia  and  Parthia.  The  pcnnts  of  personal 
difference,  indeed,  woe  considerable ;  for  neither  did 
Napdeon  indulge  in  the  gross  debauchery  and  sen* 
•Mlity  imputed  to  Caesar,  nor  ean  we  attribute  to  him 
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the  Boooan's  powers  as  an  author,  or  the  geode  and 
fcHTgivuig  charact^  which  disuogttished  him  as  a 

Yet,  although  Napoleon  had  something  vindictive 
in  his  temper,  wluch  he  sometimes  indulged  when 
Caesar  would  have  scorned  to  do  so,  his  interoourse 
with  his  familiar  friends  was  of  a  character  the  most 
amiable.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that,  determined,  as  he  ex- 
pressed himself  to  be  Emperor  within  Longwood  and 
its  little  demesne,  he  exacted  from. his  followers  the 
same  marks  of  severe  dtiquette  which  distinguidied  the 
Court  of  the  Tuilleries ;  yet,  in  other  reelects,  he 
permitted  than  to  carry  their  freedom  in  disputing 
his  sentiments,  or  replying  to  his  arguments,  almost 
beyond  the  bounds  of  ordinary  decorum.  He  seem- 
ed to  make  a  distinction  between  their  duty  towards 
him  as  subjects,  and  their  privileges  as  fiiends.  All 
remiuned  uncovered  and  standing  in  his  presence,  and 
even  the  person  who  playedatchess  with  him  sometimes 
continued,  for  hours  without  sitting  down.    But  their 
verbal  intercourse  of  language  and  sentiments  was  that 
of  free  men,  conversing  with  a  superior  indeed,  but  not 
With  a  despot  Captain  Maitland  mentions  a  dispute 
b^twii^t  ]>fapoleon  and  General  Bertrand.  The  latter 
had  adopted  a  ridiculous  idea  that  L.dO,OOOaryear,  or 
some  such  extravagant  sum,  was  spent  in  miuntaimf^ 
the  grounds  and  establishment  at  Blenheim.    Napo- 
leon's turn  for  calculation  easily  detected  theimpro- 
bability.    Bertrand  ini^stcd  upon  his  assertion^  co 
which  Buonaparte  said,  with  quickness,  «  Bah!  c'est 
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imposHtle.'^'^*''  Oh  r  said  Bertra»d,  much  offended, 
^ifyou  are  torefily  in  that  manner,  there  is  an  end  of 
all  argument  ;^  and  for  some  time  would  not  convene 
#ith  turn.  Buonaparte,  so  far  from  taking  umbrage, 
did  all  he  could  to  soothe  him  and  restore  him  to 
good  humour,  whidi  was  not  very  difficult  to  e£Pect 
But  although  Napoleon  tolerated  fireedoms  of  this 
kind  to  a  connderable  extent,  yet  he  still  kept  in  his 
own  hands  the  royal  priril^i^  of  starting  the  topic  of 
coiaversation,  and  conducting  it  as  he  should  tUbk 
proper ;  so  that,  in  some  respects,  it  seemed  that,  ha- 
ving lost  all  the  substantial  enjoyment  of  power,  he 
had  become  more  attached  than  ever  to  the  obser- 
vance of  its  monotonous,  wearisome,  unprofitable  ce- 
remonial.   Yet  there  might  be  a  reason  for  this,  be- 
sides the  gratification  of  hb  own  pertinacious  temper. 
The  gentlemen  who  inhabited  LongwoodhadfoUowed 
him  from  the  purest  motives,  and  there  was  no  rea» 
sbn  to  suppose  that  their  purpose  would  waver,  or 
their  respect  diminish.     Still  their  mutual  ntuation 
cdmpdled  the  deposed  Sovereign,  and  his  late  sub- 
jects, into  such  close  familiarity,  as  might  perhaps  be- 
ge^  if  not  contempt,  at  least  an  inconvenient  degree 
of  freedom  betwixt  the  parties,  the  very  posubility  of 
which  it  might  be  as  well  to  exclude  by  a  strict  barrier 
of  etiquette. 

We  return  to  Napoleon^s  habits  of  amusement. 
Muric  was  not  one  of  the  number.  Though  bom 
an  Italian,  and  possessing  something  of  a  musical 
ear,  so  far,  at  least,  as  was  necessary  to  enable  him  to 
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littin  a  aoogy  it  wm  pidbaUy  entMy  wtdmil  eulll^ 
nUbo.  He  appesn  to  have  bad  none  of  the  ht^ 
aalicism  for  music  which  characterizes  the  Italiaosi 
and  it  is  well  knowu  that.in  Italy  be  put  a  stop  to  the 
oruel  methods  which  had  been  used  in  that  country  to 
complete  their  concerts. 

Nether  was  Napoleon,  as  we  ha^e  heard  Denon  re- 
luctantly admit,  a  judge  or  an  admirer  of  paintmgL 
He  had  some  pretaice  to  understand  sculpture ;  and 
tliere  was  one  painting  in  the  Musaeum,  before  wbiA 
he  used  to  pause,  terming  it  bis  own ;  nor  would  he 
peomt  it  to  be  nmsomed  finr  a  very  large  sum  by 
its  proprietor  the  Duke  of  Modena.*  But  he  ▼». 
lued  it,  not  on  account  of  its  merit,  thoiigh  a  master- 
piece  of  art,  but  because  be  had  himself  been  the 
means  of  securing  it  to  the  Musaeum  at  a  great  sa*- 
crifice.  The  other  paintings  in  tlmt  immense  col- 
loetion,  however  great  their  excellence,  he  seldom 
paid  much  attention  to.  He  also  shocked  admiimi 
0f  punting  by  the  contempt  he  showed  for  tbe^a- 
rabilky  of  the  art.  Being  informed  that  a  first-rale 
(Mctuie  would  not  last  above  five  or  ox  hiindted 
years,  he  ezdaimed,  *<  Bah !  a  fine  immortali^T 
Yet  by  uring  Denon^s  advice,  andthat  of  other  sfa- 
vans.  Napoleon  sustamed  a  high  reputation  as  dn€t^ 
courager  of  the  arts.  His  medals  have  been  peiPd- 
colarly  and  deservedly  admired. 

In  respect  of  personal  exerase  at  St  Helam,  he 


*  Sm  Vol  III.  p.  147. 
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lotted  ooettboftUy,  and  while  ^tmng,  did  not  riiufi 
steeps  roughs  and  dangerous  paths.  But  although 
dieve  is  tome  game  on  the  iskaid,  he  did  not  avail 
Inmself  of  the  pkamire  of  shooting.  It  does  not  in^ 
deed  appear  that  he  was  ever  much  attached  to  field 
sports,  althoi^h,  when  Emperor,  he  replaced  the 
bm^i^  estaUishment  upon  a  scale  still  more  roagni- 
Aaeiily  as  well  as  better  regulated,  than  formerly. 
It  is  supposed  he  partook  of  this  princely  pastfane, 
aa  it  has  been  called,  rather  out  of  a  love  of  magni- 
fieent  cBsplay  than  any  real  attadiment  to  the  sport 
VPb  nay  here  mention,  in  his  own  words,  the  danger 
in  which  he  was  once  placed  at  a  boar  hunt  Thb 
piotiHe  will  remind  the  amateur  of  the  pieces  of  Rit- 
bens  a^  Sclmeider. 

**  Upon  one  occasion  at  Marli,^'  said  the  Emperor, 
*^  afe  a  boar-hunt,  I  kept  my  ground  with  Soult  and 
Berthier  against  three  enormous  wild  boars,  who 
dhargcd  us  up  to  the  bayonet^s  point  AH  the  hunt- 
ing party  fled :  ^twas  a  complete  miUtary  ront.  We 
killed  the  three  animals  dead ;  but  I  had  a  scratch 
ffodH  mine,  and  had  nigh  lost  my  finger^  (on  which 
a  deqp  scar  was  still  visible).  *^  But  the  jest  was  to 
see  the  numbers  of  men,  surrounded  with  tlmr  dogs, 
concealing  theaatelvei  bdund  the  three  heroes,  and 
crying  at  top  of  th^r  throats — *  to  the  Emperor^s 
assistaincei  save  the  £mper<Mr !  help  the  Emperor  f 
-—and  ao'forth ;  but  not  one  coming  forward.^ 

While  on  the  sufcgect  of  Napoleon's  exercises, 
we  nay  mention  another  danger  which  he  incurred 
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by  fdUowing  an  amusemeiit  mote  oomnHm  in  Eag- 
Ifuid  than  in  Franee.  He  chose  at  one  time  to 
undertake  the  task  of  driving  a  carrii^,  whicsh  be 
overtumedy  and  had  a.  severe  and  dangerous  fdL 
Josephine  and  others  were  in  the  vehicle.  The 
English  reader  camiot  fail  to  recolleol  that  a  siniUar 
accident  happened  to  Cromwdl,  -who,  because*  as 
the  historian  says,  he  could  manage  three-^.nplaaDfl^ 
took  upon  him  to  su^>ose  that  he  coi|)d  drive  m 
fiery  horses,  of  whidi  he  had  just  tfe^ved  a  present ; 
and,  being  as  unsuccessful  as  Napoleon  in  later  days, 
overturned  the  carriage,  to  th»  great  damage  oMie 
Secretary  Thurk>w,  whom  he  had  placed  inside^  and 
to  his  own  double  risk,  both  from  the  fall,  and  Imiii 
the  explosion  of  a  jnstol,  which  he  carried  privately 
about  his  person.  Buonaparte^s  sole  observation  was, 
^*  I  believe  every  man  should  coo^e  himself  to  bis 
own  trade.^ 

The  chief  resource  of  Napoleon  at  St  Helraa  was 
society  and  ccmversation,  and  those  held  chiefly  ivilh 
the  gentlemen  of  his  own  suite.  This  need  not  haye 
been  the  case,  had  he  been  able  in  the  present,  in- 
stance to  command  that  temper  which  had  not,£riled 
him  under  great  misfortunes,  but  seemed  now  to  give 
way  under  a  series  of  petty  quarrels  and  mortifica- 
tions. 

The  Governor  and  the  staff  belonging  to  him  Weie 
of  course  excluded  from  the  society  of  LcHigirood, 
by  the  terms  on  which  Napoleon  stood  with  Sk  Hud- 
scm  Lowe.    The  <^ceffs  of  the  regiments  which  lay 
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in.  the  idud  might  most  piobftbly  have  afforded  some 
wd»]iiformed  men,  who,- having  been  engaged' in 
the  xeeent  war,  would  have  occasionally  suppUed 
amusing  sodety  to  the  Emperor  and  his  suite.  But 
they  did  not  in  general  frequent  Longwood.  Dr 
O^Meaxa  obsenres  that  the  Grovemor  had  exerted  his 
influence  to  prevent  the  officers  from  culdvataig  the 
ao^pudntance  of  the  French;  which  Sir  Hudscm  Lowe 
rqpels  as  a  calumny,  confuted  by  the  declarations  of 
theofficers  of  the  58d  themselves.  But  admitting  that 
no  intimations  were  used  of  set  purpose  to  keep 
asunder  the  British  officers  from  the  French  prison* 
ers,  such  estrangement  naturally  followed  from  the 
unwfllingness  of  military  men  to  go  where  thejr  were 
sure  to  hear  not  only  their  commanding  officer  for  the 
time,  but  also  their  country  and  its  ministers,  trea^ 
whh  the  grossest  expresn<ms  of  diorespect,  while  there 
was  no  mode  of  ^calling  the  person  who  used  them 
eitlrar  to  account  or  to  explanation. 

The  rank  and  character  of  Sbr  Pulteney  Malcolm, 
who  ommnanded  the  squadron  upon  the. station,  set 
him  dbove  the  feelings  which  might  influence  infeAor 
officers,  whether  of  the  army  or  navy.  He  visited  Na- 
pcdeonfiequently,  and  was  eulogized  by  him  in  a  de- 
scription, which  (tfaou^  we,  who  have  the  advitttage 
<if  seeing  in  the  features  of  Sii*  Pulteney  those  of  an 
honoured  friend,  can  vouch  for  its  being  just,)  may 
have  been  painted  the  mcnre  willingly,  because  it  gave 
tfailtttist  an  opportunity  of  discharging  his  spleen, 
while  eomrasting  the  appearance  of  the  Admiral  with 
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tii«t  of  the  Governor,  in  n  manner  ntbAnnlMouimUe 
to  the  littter.  Neverthelesi  we  transcribe  it,  to  profre 
that  Buonaparte  could  occasionally  do  jmtice;  mid 
sSef  desert,  even  in  a  Briton.  .     .  «i.  • 

^*  He  said  he  had  teen  the  new  Admiral.  «  Ab  f 
there  is  a  man  with  a  coimlenance  really  pfeaMfg:^ 
open,  frank,  and  sincere.  There  is  the  face  of  ^im 
Englishman.  His  countenance  bespeaks  his  heart, 
and  I  ata  sure  he  is  a  good  man  :  I  never  yd  behdd 
a  man  of  whom  I  so  immediately  fonnfed  agood  opU 
niEbn,  as  of  that  fine  soldierJike  old  man.  lie  eorriea 
Us  head  erect,  and  speaks  out  openly  and  bddljr 
what  he  thinks,  without  being  afraid  to  look  you  ia 
the  fa^  at  the  time.  His  physiognomy  woold  i 
every  person  demons  of  a  further  acquaintance,! 
rssder  the  most  suspicnous  confident  in  him.^ 

Sir  Pulteney  Maleokn  was  also  much  recommend- 
ed  to  Napoleon^s  favourable  judgment  by  die 
cumstance  of  having  nothing  to  do  with  the  i 
ttnposed  upon  his  person,  and  possessing  die'power 
ndther  of  altering  or  abating  any  of  the  restrietiMahe 
coibplained  of  He  was  fortunate,  too,  in  bein^dilci^ 
by  the  calmness  of  his  temper,  to  tura  aside  the#&a^ 
lent  language  of  Buonaparte,  withoiH:  either  granting 
the  justice  of  his  complaints,  or  giving^  him  ( 
sure  by  direct  contraShctioni  *^  Does  your  Gov 
tnent  meat),^  said  Napdeon  one  day  tO^AeBnghsli  Ad- 
miral, <*  to  detain  me  upon  this  rock  until  ny  imfth^m 
day  ?"*—««  I  am  sorry  to  say,  rir,''  answered  Sir  FuU 
teney,  <<  that  such  I  apprehend  is  their  purpose*^--- 
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^<  Then  the  tevm  of  mj  life  will  soon  um^  fliid 
Napoleon.  <<  I  hojpe  iiot»  or,''  answered  the  Admi* 
xal ;  '^  I  hope  you  will  surviye  to  reoord  yomr  graat 
actiond,  wUch  axe  so  Dumeroos  that  the  taak  wiUeiw 
save  joua  term  of  longlife.^  Napokonbowed,  aadwai 
grained,  probaUy  both  as  a  hero  and  as  an  author. 
Nevertbdess,  bdtee  Sir  Pulteney  Malcolm  left  the 
island^  and  whale  Jie  was  endeavouring  to  justify  the 
gjBffemox  agsiBst  soma  of  the  hanb  and  extravagaiit 
chargesin  which  Napoleon  was  wont  to  indulge,  the 
lattar  b^gan  to  appeal  from  his  judgment  as  being  too 
mudi  of  an  Englishman  to  be  an  impartial  judge* 
Tfa^  partei,  however,  on  the  best  tenas,  and  Na- 
poleon oAmi  afterwaxdB  expressed  the  pteasuie  which 
he  had  received  from  the  society  of  Sir  Pulteney 
Malcolm. 

The  oohmists  of  St  Helena  did  not,  it  may  be 
well  supposed,  furnish  many  individttals,  suflicientiy 
qualified,  by  rank  and  education,  to  be  admitted  into 
the  society  of  the  Exile.  Thqr>  too,  lay  under  the 
saaM  awkward  dxcumstanoes,  which  prevented  the 
Bitiish  officers  from  hiding  intercourse  with  Long- 
wood  and  its  inhabitants*  The  Oovemmr,  should  he 
be  ^Uq^leased  at  the  too  frequent  attmitions  of  any 
individual,  or  should  he  conceive  any  susj^oa  aii« 
eing  out^of  sueh  an  interooutse,  had  the  power,  and, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  oidooists,  might  not  want  dM 
indiaation,  to  aoiake  his  resentment  severely  Mt 

VOL.  IX.  a 
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Mr  Bakomb,  however^  who  held  die  silaialioii  of 
punreyor,  with  one  or  two  other  inhabitants  of  the. 
island,  sometimes  visited  at  Long  wood.  The  g^ 
neral  intercourse  between  the  Fmich  prisoners  and 
the  colonists  was  carried  on  by  means  of  the  Freneh. 
domestics,  who  had  the- privilege  of  visiting  James 
Town  as  often  as  they  plieased,  and  whose  doing  so 
could  infer  no  disadvantageous  suspicions.  But  the 
society  of  Longwood  gained  no  advantage  by  the  in- 
tercourse with  James  Town,  although  unquestiona- 
hly  the  facility  of  foreign  communication  was  consi- 
d^aUy  increased  to  the  exiles.  Their  correspondr 
ence  was  chiefly  maintained  by  the  way  of  Bahia ; 
and  it  is  certain  they  succeeded  in  sending  many 
letters  to  Europe,  although  they  are  believed  to 
have  been  less  fortunate  in  receiving  answers; 

It  was  to  be  expected,  that  some  accession  to 
the  society  of  Longwood  might  have  accrued,  from 
the  residence  of  three  gentlemen  of  rank,  two  of 
them,  we  believe,  having  ladies  and  a  fasaily,.  the 
commissioners  of  Austria,  Russia,  and  France.  But 
here  also  ceremonial  interposed  one  of  those  bars, 
which  are  effectual,  or  otherwise,  according  u>  the 
opinion  of  those  betwixt  whom  they  are  erected.  The 
commissioners  of  the  allied  powers  had  r^^^oested  to 
be  presented  to  Napoleon.  On  their  wish  being  an* 
Bounced,  he  peremptorily  declined  to  recdve  tbem 
in  their  oflScial  capaci^,  disclaimbg  tlie  right  which 
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the  i^inces  of  Europe  had  to  interfisre  with  and  ooim* 
tenanoe  the  custody  of  his  person.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  oomraissioBers,  finding  theb  public  fune* 
tkm  disowned,  refused  to  hdkl  any  communication 
widi  Longwood  in  their  private  capacity ;  and  thus 
there  were  exckided  from  this  solitary  spot  three  per«> 
sons,  whose  manners  and  habits,  as  foreigners,  might 
have  assarted  tolerobly  with  those  of  the  Exile  and 
his  attendants. 

The  society  of  St  Helena  recdyes  a  great  tempo- 
rary increase  at  the  seasons  when  vessels  touch  there 
on  ihor  way  to  India,  or  on  their  return  to  Europe 
Of  course,  every  officer  and  every  passenger  on  such 
occasions  was  desirous  to  see  a  person  so  celebrated  as 
Napdeon ;  and  there  might  sometimes  occur  indivi- 
duals among  them  whom  he  too  might  have  pleasure 
m  recnving.  The  reguladon  of  these  visiu  to  Long* 
wood  seems  to  have  been  one  of  the  few  parts  of  the 
general  system  of  which  Napoleon  made  no  com* 
pUiirts.  He  had  a  natural  reluctance  to  gratify  the 
idle  curiosity  of  strangers,  and  the  regulations  protect- 
ed him  effectually  agabst  their  intrusion.  Such  per* 
sons  as  desired  to  wait  upon  Napoleon  were  obliged  to 
apply,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  Governor,  by  whom 
their  names  were  transmitted  to  General  Bertrand, 
as  Grand  Mareschal  of  the  Household,  who  commu- 
mealed  Napoleon's  reply,  if  favourable,  and  assigned 
an  hour  at  wMch  he  was  to  receive  thdr  visit 
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Upon  such  oecmiomj  Napoleon  was  particularly 
anxious  that  the  etiquette  of  an  Imperial  court  should 
be  observed,  while  the  visitors,  on  the  contrary,  were 
steictly  enjoined  by  the  Grovemor  not  to  go  beyond 
the  civilities  due  to  a  general  of  rank.  If,  thexvCbie^ 
as  sometimes  happened,  the  introdudion  took  place 
in  the  open  air,  the  French  part  of  the  company 
attendant  on  Buonaparte  remained  uncovered,  wlale 
the  English  replaced  their  hats  after  the  first  aalnta- 
tion.  Napoleon  saw  the  incongruity  of  this,  and  laid 
his  orders  on  his  attendants  to  imitate  the  Elfish 
in  ihis  piirticular  point  It  is  said,  that  they  did  not 
obey  without  scruples  and  murmurs. 

Those  viators  who  were  admitted  to  pay  theb 
respects  at  Longwood,  were  chiefly  either  persons  of 
distinguished  Urth,  officers  of  rank  in  the  army  and 
navy,  persons  of  philosophical  inquiry,  (to  wlmm  he 
was  very  partial,)  or  travellers  from  foreign  regions, 
who  could  repay,  by  some  informati(m,  the  pleasure 
which  they  received  from  being  admitted  to  the  pre- 
sence of  a  man  so  distingubhed.  Of  these  interviews, 
some  who  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  thetn  have  puUished 
an  account ;  and  the  memoranda  of  others  we  have 
seen  in  manuscript  All  agree  in  extolling  the  ex- 
treme good  grace,  propriety,  and  appearance  of  be- 
nevolence, with  which  Napoleon  clothed  himself 
whilst  bokUng  these  levees ;  and  which  scarce  left 
the  spectators  permission  to  believe  that,  when  sur- 
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prifled  by  s  fit  of  pMsion,  or  when  choosing  to  as- 
sume one  ibr  the  purpose  of  effect,  he  could  appear 
Ae  rude,  dbfupt,  and  savage  despot,  which  other  ac- 
counts  described  him.  His  questbns  were  unifonn- 
ly  infarodoced  with  great  tact,  so  as  to  put  the  per: 
son  interrogated  at  his  ease,  by  leading  to  some  sub- 
ject mtfa  which  he  was  acquainted,  wMle,  at  the  same 
time,  they  induced  him  to  produce  any  stodc  of  new 
or  carious  infonnation  which  he  possessed. 

The  Joumd  of  Captain  Basil  Hall  of  the  Royal 
Navy,  well-iaiown  by  his  eharacter  both  in  his  pro- 
fession and  m  litentore,  affords  a  pleasing  example 
of  what  we  have  been  endeavouring  to  express,  and 
dii^bys  at  the  same  time  die  powerftd  extent  of 
Buonaparte^s  memory.  He  recognised  the  name  of 
Captain  Hall  instaady,  fiom  having  seen  his  fadier. 
Sir  James  Hall,  Bart,  when  he  was  at  the  Military 
Acadony  of  Rienne,  to  idiieh  visit  Sir  James  had 
been  led  by  the  love  of  sdence,  by  which  he  was  al- 
ways disdi^ciished.  Buonaparte  explained  the  cause 
of  his  recollecting  a  private  individual,  after  the 
nitervention  of  such  momentous  events  as  he  had 
lumself  been  concerned  in.  <*  It  is  not,^^  he  said, 
**  swrpriiing.  Your  fitther  was  the  first  English- 
man that  I  evnr  saw ;  and  I  have  recollected  him 
aH  my  life  on  that  account''  He  was  afterwards 
minute  in  his  in^iries  respectuig  the  Royal  Society 
of  Bdinburgh,  of  which  Sir  James  Hall  was  long 
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Pieddent.  He  then  came  to  the  very  inteMel^ 
ing  sutgect  of  the  newly-ducoveied  bland  of  I^oa 
Choo;  and  Captain  Hall  giTes  an  aeooont  of  the 
nature  of  the  interrogadons  which  he  underwcAt^ 
which  we  will  not  risk  spcnling  by  an  attempt  al 
condensing  it. 

'^  Having  settled  where  the  island  lay,  he  oross* 
questioned  me  about  the  inhabitants  with  a  closeness 
— T  may  call  it  a  severity  of  investigatimi**which 
far  exceeds  everything  I  have  met  with  in  any  other 
instance.  His  questions  were  not  by  any  means  pot 
at  random,  but  each  one  had  some  definite  reftreaes 
to  that  which  preceded  it,  or  was  about  to  follow.  I 
felt  in  a  short  time  so  completely  exposed  to  his  view, 
that  it  would  have  been  imposnble  to  have  concealed 
or  qualified  the  smallest  particular.  Sudi,  indeed, 
was  the  rapidity  of  his  apprehension  of  the  sulgecte 
which  interested  him,  and  the  astonishing  ^ase  widi 
which  he  arranged  and  generalized  the  few  points  of 
information  I  gave  him,  that  he  sometunes  outstrip* 
ped  my  narrative,  saw  ihe  conclusion  I  was  comiog 
to  before  I  spoke  it,  and  hixly  robbed  me  c£  my 


^*  Several  circumstances,  however,  respecting  the 
Loo-Choo  people,  surprised  even  him  a  good  deal ; 
and  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  him  more  than 
once  completely  perplexed^  and  unable  to  account 
for  the  phenomena  which  I  related.  Nothing  struck 
him  so  much  as  their  having  no  arms.     *  Point  d'- 
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armes  !^  he  exdiumed, '  c^est  A  dife  point  de  canons 
— lis  ont  des  fusils  ?'  Not  even  muskets,  I  replied. 
^  Eh  bien  done— des  lances,  ou,  au  moins,  des  arcs 
et  des  fishes  ?^  I  told  him  they  had  ndther  one  nor 
<Hfaer.  ^  Ni  poignards  ?*"  cried  he,  with  increasing 
▼diemence.  No,  none.  ^  Mais  f  said  Buonaparte, 
dandling  his  fist,  md  raising  his  voice  to  a  loud 
jtttcfa,  '  Mais !  sans  armes,  comment  se  bat-on  ?^ 

<<  I  could  only  reply,  that  as  far  as  we  had  been 
aMe  to  discover,  they  had  never  had  any  wars,  but 
remained  in  a  state  of  internal  and  external  peace. 
*  No  wars  !^  cried  he,  with  a  scornful  and  incredu* 
lous  expreadon,  as  if  the  eidstence  of  any  people 
under  the  sun  without  wars  was  a  monstrous  ano- 
malj. 

*'  In  like  manner,  but  without  being  so  much  mo.* 
ved,  he  seemed  to  discredit  the  account  I  gave  him 
of  th^  having  no  money,  and  of  their  setting  no 
value  upon  our  silver  or  gold  coins.  After  hearing 
these  beta  stated,  he  mused  for  some  time,  mutter- 
ing to  himsdU^,  in  a  low  tone, '  Not  know  the  use  of 
money — are  careless  about  gold  and  silver.^  Then 
looking  up,  he  asked,  sharply,  *  How  then  did  you 
contrive  to  pay  these  strangest  of  all  people  for  the 
bullocks  and  other  good  things  which  diey  seem  to 
have  sent  on  board  in  such  quantities  ?^  When  I  in- 
formed him  that  we  could  not  prevail  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  Loo-Choo  to  receive  payment  of  any  kind,  he 
expressed  great  surprise  at  their  liberality,  and  made 
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ire  w«»  supplied  by  these  heepitable  idanders.'' 

The  oonvenation  proceeded  with  eqiud  iqpmt,  in 
which  it  is  sioguhur  to  remerk  die  acutenesB  of  Na- 
pdeoii)  in  sfiuiiig  upon  ibe  most  s^nttkaUe  and  in- 
tei^stiugfiBuatsb  notwidutanding  the  huny  of  a  casual 
eonveisation.    The  low  state  of  the  priesthood  in 
Loo-Choo  was  a  sulgect  which  he  dwelt  on  without 
coming  to  any  satisfactory  expUaation.     Captam 
Hall  illustrated  the  ignorance  of  the  people  of  Leo- 
Choo  with  respect  to  all  the  world,  save  Jwfvi  and 
Chim^  by  siiying  they  knew  nothing  of  £ur<^  at 
all...jQaew  nothing  ci  France  and  £ngland-'-«Dd 
never  bad  even  heard  of  his  Mqesty ;  at  which  last 
proof  of  theb  absolute  seclusion  from  the  world,  Na- 
poleon laughed  heartily.    During  the  whole  inter- 
view,  Ni^leon  waited  with  the  utmost  patience  until 
bis  questions  were  replied  to,  inquired  wkh  eacnest- 
ness  into  every  sulgect  of  interest,  and  made  natu- 
rally a  most  favourable  impression  on  his  visitor. 

<<  Buonaparte,""  says  the  acute  traveller,  ^'  struck  me 
as  differing  considerably  from  the  pictures  and  busts 
Ihadse^of  him.  His  face  and  figure  looked  nmch 
broader  and  more  square,  larger,  indeed,  in  every  way, 
than  any  representation  I  had  met  with.  His  co^- 
lency,  at  this  time  imiversally  reported  to  be  exces- 
sive, was  by  no  means  remarkable.  His  flesh  looked, 
m,  the  contrary,  firm  and  muscular.  There  was  not 
the  least  trace  of  colour  in  his  cheeks ;  in  Act,  bis 
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dik  WJB  iiMfe  lite  BUoUe  tluua  oidiMiy  11^  Not 
the  snaikfit  tnu:e  of  a  imnkfe  was  dKaceridUe  oil  h^ 
brow,  nor  an  approach  to  afitrrowonaiiy  partof  hia 
couiitanaiioe.  EBs  healA  and  qariis,  jadgiiig  firom 
appeasanees,  weseezcdlent;  though  at  this  period 
it  was  geraiaUy  bdiered  in  Eo^nd,  that  ho  was 
fnt  nnkittg  xxnd&t  a  complication  of  diaeasas^  and 
diat  hia  gpiiite  wera  entirely  gone  Hk  manner  of 
apeakii^  was  rather  slow  than  otherwise,  and  perfect- 
ly distinct:  he  waited  with  great  patience  and  kind- 
nesB  for  my  answers  to  hisque^ons,  and  a  refer«iGe 
to  Count  BeEtrand  was  necessary  only  once  during 
die  whdle  oonirersation.  The  brilliant  and  some- 
times  diosliDg  cxpiessi^i  of  his  eye  could  not  be 
overlooked.  It  was  not,  howoTor,  a  permanent  lus- 
tie,  for  it  was  only  remarkable  when  he  was  excited 
by  some  point  of  particular  interest.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  imagme  an  expression  of  rawe  entire  mildness, 
I  may  aihnost  call  it  of  benignity  and  kindliness,  than 
that  whidi  played  oyer  his  features  durmg  the  whole 
interview.  If,  thereieire^  he  were  at  this  time  out 
of  healdi  and  in  low  spirits,  his  pow»  of  self-com- 
mand mast  have  been  even  more  extraordinary  than 
is  generally  «i}^po6ed ;  for  h»  whole  deportment,  his 
eanversatioD,  and  the  expression  of  his  countenance, 
indicated  a  frame  in  perfect  health  and  a  mind  at 


The  date  of  thb  meeting  was  ISth  August 
1»17. 
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Ib  ibe  dboiw  intenrieir,  Baonapttte  fdityed  a  na-. 
tmal  fwrt.  Upon  another  ronarkable  occadon*  Ist 
July  1817,  when  he  received  Lord  Amherst  and 
the  genileiDen  composing  and  attached  to  the  em- 
bassy^ithen  retoming  from  China,  his  behanour. 
and  cMTersation  were  of  a  much  more  studied,  con- 
strained, and  empirical  character.  He  had  obn-. 
ottsly  a  part  to  pky,  a  statement  to  make,  and 
jmyposttions  to  announce,  not  certainly  with  the 
view  that  the  seed  which  he  sowed  might  fidl  into, 
barm  ground,  but  that  it  might  be  retained,  ga- 
thered up,  and  carried  back  to  Britain,  there  to 
take  root  in  public  credulity,  and  bear  fruit  seven- 
fold. He  rushed  at  once  into  a  tide  of  politics,  de* 
daring  that  the  Russian  ascendency  was.  to  be  the. 
desUtiction  of  Europe;  yet,  in  the  same  moment, 
proclaimed  the  French  and  English  to  be  the  only 
effective  troops  deserving  notice  for  their  discipline 
and  moral  qualities.  Presently  after,  he  struck  the 
Englkh  out  of  the  field  on  account  of  the  smallness 
of  the  army,  and  insisted  that,  by.  trusting  to  our 
miUtary  forces,  we  were  endangering  our  naval.  as<- 
cendency.  He  then  entered  upon  a  favourite  topic 
— the  extreme  n^ligence  of.  Lord  Castlereagh  in 
failing  to  stipulate,  or  rather  extort,  a  commercial 
treaty  from  France,  and  to. wring  out. of  Portugal 
reimbursement  of  our  expenses.  He  seemed  to  con^i 
sider  this  as  sacrificing  the  interest  and  welfare  of 
his  country,  and  stated  it  as  such  with  a  confidence 
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which  was  adcuhUed  to  impress  upon  Ae  hfitiers 
tliat  he  was  completely  serious  in  the  extxtsfBgKOt 
doctrines  which  he  announced. 

He  failed,  of  course,  to  mtkt  any  impressioii  on 
Xiord  Amherst,  or  on  Mr  Henry  Ellis,  third  oomima- 
ttoner  of  the  embassy,  to  whom  a  large  portion  of 
this  violent  tirade  was  addressed,  and  who  has  per- 
mitted us  to  have  the  perusal  of  his  private  jour- 
nal, which  is  much  more  full  on  the  sulgect  of  this 
interview  th«i  the  account  given  in  the  printed  nar- 
rative of  the  embassy  which  appeared  in  1817.* 

Having  stated  Lord  CasdereagVs  8U]^osed  errors 
towards  the  state,  Napoleon  was  not  riknt  upon  hb 
own  injuries.  It  was  chiefly  in  his  ocnvcfsation  with 
Lord  Amharst  that  he  dwelt  with  great  bitterness  oa 
Sir  Hudson  Lowers  conduct  to  him  in  various  re^ 
spects ;  but  totally  fiuled  in  {nroducing  the  conviction 
which  he  aimed  at.  It  seemed,  on  the  contrary,  to  the 
ambassador  and  his  attendants,  that  there  never,  per- 
haps, was  aprisoner  of  importance  upon  whosepersmal 
liberty  fewer  actual  restraints  had  been  imposed,  than 
on  that  of  the  late  Sovereign  of  France.  Mr  ElHs,  af- 
ter personal  inspection,  was  induced  to  regard  his  com- 
plaints concerning  provisions  and  wine  as  totally  u&. 
deserving  of  consideration,  and  to  regret  that  real  cmt 
pretended  anger  should  have  induced  so  great  a  man 


*  See  Appendix,  No.  XL,  for  one  of  the  best  and  most  authentic 
accounts  of  Napokon's  conveTsatioo  and  mode  of  reasoning. 
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to  coanteqanoe  sudh  petty  misrepresentaiionB.  The 
lieose  at  Longwood,  considered  as  a  residenoe  for  a 
sovereign,  Mr  Ellis  allowed  to  be  small  and  inade- 
vqoate;  but,  <m  the  other  hand,  regarded  as  the  resi- 
dence of  a  person  of  rank  living  in  retirement,  being 
the  view  takoi  in  England  of  the  prisoner's  condition, 
it  was,  in  his  opinion,  both  convenient  and  respectable. 
Reviewing,  also,  the  extent  of  his  limits,  Mr  Ellis  ob- 
serves that  greater  personal  liberty,  consbtent  with 
any  pretension  to  seourity,  could  not  be  granted  to 
an  individual  supposed  to  be  under  any  restraint  at 
alL  His  intercourse  with  others,  he  observes,  was 
certainly  under  immediate  surveytaace,  no  one  bring 
permitted  to  eater  Longwood,  or  its  domains,  without 
a  pass  from  the  Govemor ;  but  this  pass,  he  affirmsi 
was  readily  granted,  and  had  nev^  formed  any  chedc 
upon  such  visitOTS  as  Napoleon  deared  to  see.  The 
restraint  upon  his  conreqKmdenoe  is  admitted  as  dis- 
iqpeeaUe  and  disUressing  to  his  feelings,  but  is  ccm- 
skbnd  as  a  ^'  neoe^ary  consequence  of  that  which 
he  now  is,  and  had  formerly  been.*"  *^  Two  mo* 
tives,^  said  Mr  Ellis,  <'  may,  I  think,  be  assigned 
for  Buonapwte's  unreasonable  compUunts.  The  first, 
and  principal,  is  to  keep  alive  puUic  interest  in  Eu- 
rope, but  chiefly  in  England,  where  he  flatters  him- 
self that  he  has  a  party ;  and  the  second,  I  think, 
may  be  traced  to  the  personal  character  and  haUts 
of  Buonaparte,  who  finds  an  occupation  in  the  petty 
intrigues  by  which  these  compkints  are  brought  finr- 
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ward,  and  an  unworthy  gratification  in  the  tracasse^ 
ries  and  annoyance  which  they  produce  on  the  spot."* 

The  sagacity  of  Mr  Ellis  was  not  deceived ;  for 
General  Grourgaud,  among  other  points  of  informa- 
tioOy  mentions  the  interest  which  Buonaparte  had 
takax  in  the  interview  with  the  embassy  which  re- 
turned to  Britain  from  China,  and  conceived  that  his 
aqpiments  had  made  a  stnmg  impresdoii  upon  them. 
The  publication  of  Mr  Ellis^s  account  of  the  embassy 
dispelled  that  dream^  and  gave  rise  to  proportional 
disappointment  at  St  Helena. 

Having  now  given  some  account  of  the  general 
circumstances  attending  Buonaparte^s  residence  in  St 
Helena,  while  he  enjoyed  a  considerable  portion  of 
health,  of  his  mode  of  living,  his  studies  and  amuse- 
ments, and  having  quoted  two  remarkable  instances 
of  his  intercourse  with  strangers  of  observation  and 
intell^ence^  we  have  to  resume,  in  the  next  chapter, 
the  melancholy  particulars  of  his  decline  of  health, 
and  the  few  and  unimportant  incidents  which  occur- 
red betwixt  the  commencement  of  his  sickness  and 
its  final  termination. 
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CHAPTER  Vlli. 

Napoleon'8  lUness-^^ss.  Cancer  in  the  8tomtu^'^2>r  Armtft 
cpinian  ikfU  it  woe  not  ^  effect  of  Climate,  but  had  been 
growing  upon  him  since  1817. — The  disposition  which 
might  have  obtained  a  relaxation  of  the  restrictions  by  which 
Napolwn  was  guarded,  not  manifested  by  him. — JRemoval  ef 
Las  Cases  from  his  haus^oid» — Montholon's  varhue  CSmi* 
ptaints  brought  forward  by  Lord  Holland  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  replied  to  by  Lord  Bathurst, — Effect  of  the 
failure  of  Lord  Holland's  Motion  upon  Buonaparte.-^ 
Symptomi  of  his  Illness  increase— his  refusal  to  take  Ewer' 
cise  or  Medicines. — Removal  of  Dr  O^Mearafrom  his  at» 
tendance  on  Buonaparte — who  refuses  to  permit  tJie  visits 
of  any  other  English  Physician. — Two  Roman  Catholic 
Priests  sent  to  St  Helena  at  his  desire.-^Ndpoleon*s  Opi^ 
nions  an  the  subject  of  Religion. — Ur  Antommarchi  arrives  to 
Supply  the  place  of  O^ Meara. — Continued  Disputes  between 
Napoleon  and  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. — Plans  for  effecting  BuO' 
napart^s  Escape. — Scheme  of  Johnstone,  a  daring  Smug^ 
gkr,  to  approatA  St  Helena  in  a  Submarine  Vessel,  andre^ 
eeive  the  Prisoner  on  board— frustrated  by  the  Seizure  of 
the  Vessel. — The  disturbed  state  of  Italy  and  other  causes 
render  fresh  vigilawe  in  the  custody  of  Napoleon's  person 
necessary. — His  Disease  increases.— Letter  expressing  bis 
Majesty's  interest  in  the  Illness  of  Napoleon. — Consent  of 
the  latter  to  admit  the  visits  of  Dr  Arnott. — Napoleon  ciw- 
ploys  himself  in  making  his  Will — and  gives  other  directions 
connected  with  his  Decease.-^Eatreme  Unction  administers^ 
edto  him. — ^His  Death>  on  $th  May,  1821. — Anatomiza* 
tion  of  the  Body. — His  Funeral. 

RxpoKTs  had  been  I<mg  current  concerning  the 
decline  of  Buonaparte's  health,  even  before  the  battle 
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of  Waterloo;  and  many  were. disposed  to  impute 
his  failure  in  that  decisive  campaign,  less  to  the  su- 
periority of  his  enemies  than  to  the  decrease  of  his 
own  habits  of  activity.     There  seems  no  room  for 
such  a  conclusion :  The  rapid  manner  in  which  he 
concentrated  his  army  upon  Charleroi,  ought  to  havo 
silenced  such  a  report  for  ever.     He  was  subject  oc- 
casionally to  slight  fits  of  sleepiness,  such  as  are  in- 
cident to  most  men,  especially  after  the  age  of  forty, 
who  sleep  ill,  rise  early,  and  work  hard.     When  he 
landed  at  St  Helena,  so  far  did  he  seem  from  show- 
ing  any  appearance  of  declining  health,  that  one  of 
the  British  grenadiers,  who  saw  him,  exclaimed,  with 
hif^  national  oath,  "  They  told  us  he  was  growing 
old; — ^he  has  forty  good  campaigns  in  his  belly  yet, 
d— n  him  i'*\    A  speech  which  tlie  French  gentle** 
men  envied,  as  it  ought,  they  said,  to  have  belong- 
ed  to  one  of  the  Old  Guard.    We  have  mentioned 
Captam .  Hall's  account  of  his  apparent  state  of 
health  in  summer  1817 ;  that  of  Mr  Ellis,  about  the 
same  period,  is  similar,  and  he  expresses  his  belief 
that  Buonaparte  was.  never  more  able  to  undergo 
the  fatigues  of  a  eampaign  than  at  the  moment  he 
Bawliim.    Yet  at  this  time,  viz.  July  1817,  Napo- 
hox^  was  allegbg  the  decline  of  his  health  as  a  rea- 
son for  obtaining  more  indulgence,  wbile,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  r^sed  to  take  the  exercise  judged  neces- 
sary to  praaeiv^  his  constitution,  unless  a  reUaca-^ 

tion  of  sup^iuitondenGe  should  be  granted  to  him.  It 
11 
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is  pi»baUe»  however,  that  be  himself  felt,  even  at 
that  period,  the  symptoms  of  that  internal  malady 
which  consumed  his  life.  It  is  now  well  known  to 
have  been  the  cruel  complaint  of  which  his  father 
died,  a  cancer,  namely,  in  the  stomach,  of  which  be 
had  repeatedly  expressed  his  apprehensions,  both  m 
Russia  and  elsewhere.  The  progress  of  this  disease, 
however,  is  slow  and  insidious,  if  indeed  it  had  ac- 
tually commenced  so  early  as  1817.  Gourgaud,  at 
a  much  later  period,  avowed  himself  a  complete  dis- 
believer in  his  illness.  He  allowed,  indeed,  that  he 
was  in  low  spirits  to  such  an  eztenj;  as  to  talk  of  de- 
stroying himself  and  his  attached  followers,  by  shut- 
ting himself  and  them  up  in  a  small  apartment  with 
burning  charcoal — an  easy  deadi,  w1h<^  BerthoUet 
the  chemist  had,  it  seems,  recommended.  Neverthe^ 
less,  ^^  on  the  subject  of  Genial  Buonaparte^s  heaMn^ 
'Gra^al  Gouigaud  stated  that  the  Ei^Ssh  ir&» 
much  imposed  upon ;  for  that  he  was  not,  as  far 
as  bodily  health  was  concerned,  in  any  degree  maCe^ 
riaUy  altered,  and  that  the  representatbns  upon  this 
milgect  ha^  little,  if  any,  truth  in  them.  Dr  O'Meata 
was  certainly  the  dupe  of  that  ii^uence  which  Ge- 
neral Buonaparte  always  exercises  over  those  with 
whom  he  has  frequent  intercourse,  and  though  he 
<General  Grourgaud)  individually  had  only  reason 
de  86  huer  de  Mr  O^Mearay  yet  his  intimate  know- 
ledge of  General  Buonaparte  enabled  him  confident- 
ly to  assert  that  his  state  of  health  was  not  at  aH 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


WAPOLKON  BUONAPAKTK.  ^57 

wone  thjm  it  had  been  for  some  time  pretious  to  hit 
arrival  at  St  Helena.'' 

Yet,  as  before  hinted,  notwithstanding  the  disbe* 
fief  of  friends  and  foes,  it  seems  probaUe  that  the 
dreadful  disease  of  which  Napoleon  died,  was  al- 
ready seizing  upon  the  Titals,  though  its  character 
wna  not  dedsiyely  announced  by  external  symptmns. 
Dr  Amott,  surgeon  to  the  SOth  regiment,  who  91^ 
tended  on  Napoleon's  dealh-bed,  has  made  the  foN 
lowing^  observations  upon  this  important  snlgect : 

<<  We  are  given  to  understand,  from  great  autho<- 
rity,*  that  this  afFectbn  of  the  stomach  cannot  be 
produced  wiihout  a  connderaUe  inredispodtion  of 
the  parts  to  disease.  I  will  not  venture  an  opinion ; 
but  it  is  somewhat  remaricable,  that  he  often  said  that 
faia  fiitfaer  died  of  sdtrhns  of  the  pyhHiis ;  that  the 
'body  was  examined  after  death,  and  the  i^  ascer*- 
tained*  His  fiuthftd  followers,  Count  and  Countess 
Bectrand,  and  Count  Montholon,  have  repeatedly 
declared  the  same  to  me. 

'*  If,  then,  it  should  be  admitted  that  a  pitovious 
di^Hisiticn  of  the  parts  to  this  disease  did  exist, 
might  not  the  depressing  passions  of  the  mind  act  as 
an  exdttng  cause  ?   It  is  more  than  probable  that 


•  "  See  Dr  Baillie's  inestimable  book  on  l^f  orbid  Anatomy,  pp. 
141,  142.'* 

VOt..  IX.  fl 
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Napodeon  BuoKiaparte's  mental  sufffiribgs  in  ;St  He- 
lena were  very  poignant     By  a  man  of  sui^h  im^ 
bounded  ambition,  and  who  once  aimed  at  univertol 
dominion,  captivity  must  have  been  severely  felt.  :; 
<<  The  c^mate.of  St  Helena  I  consicler  heal^'; 
the  aix  is  pure  and  temperate,  and  Europeans  enjoy 
th)^  health,  and  retain  the  vigour  of  their  constitu- 
tion^ a»  in  their  native  coutitiy.'^  \  -., 
Dr  Aniott  proeeeds  to  state,  that  notwidisttodiog 
this  geni^  assertion,  dysentery,  and  other  acute  disr 
enses  of  the  abdominal  viscera,  prevailed  among  the 
troops.    This  he  imputets  to  the  carelessness  atid  is« 
temp^Aace  of  the  English  soldiers,  ai^  the  fatigue 
of  the  working  parties ;  as  the  ofiieers,  who  had.  little 
night  duty,  retained  their  health  andstrei^th  as  in 
Europe.  :  '^  I  can  therefore  saftly  assert,''  conttpues 
the  physipian,  "  that  any  one  of  tefmperate  habits, 
who  iii  not  exposed  to  much  bodily  exertion,' night 
air^  tmA  atmospherical  changes,  as  a  soldier  must  be, 
may  have  as  much  immunity  from  disease  in  St  He- 
lena as  in  Europe ;  and  I  may  therefore  farther  as- 
sert, that  the  disease  of  which  Napplean  Bu6ilapaite 
died  was  not  the  effect  of  climate.'"  r 
In  support  of  Dr  Arnott's.  statement,  it  toay  be 
observed,  that  of  N  apoleon's  numerous  family  of  near- 
ly fifty  persons,  English  servants  included,  only  one 
£ed  during  all  their  five  years'  residence  on  the  is- 
land; and  that  person  (Cipriani,  the  M^or-Domo,) 
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bad  contracted  the  illness  which  Carried  him  off,  being 
a  species  of  consamption,  before  he  left  Earbpe.     >> 

Dr  Arnott,  to  whose  opinion  Ve  are  induced  to 
give  great  weight,  both  from  the  excellence  of  hit 
character  and  his  having  the  best  opporttunities  of 
information,  states  that  the  scirrhus,  or  cancer  of  the 
stomach,  is  an  obscnre  disease ;  the  symptoms  which 
annonnce  it  bang  common  to^  and  characteristic  of, 
other,  diseases  in  the  same  region ;  yet  be  early  eon« 
ceived  that  some  morbid  alteration  of  the  structure 
of  the  stomach  had  taken  place,  especially  after  he 
learned  that  his  patient^s  father  had  died  of  scifrhus 
of  the  pylorus.  He  believed,  as  already  hinted/ that 
the  disease  was  in  its  incipient  state,  even  so  far  back 
as  the  end  of  the  7ear  1817,  when  the  patient  was  af*^ 
fected  with  pain  in  the  stomach,  nausea,  and  vomit- 
ing, especially  after  taking  food ;  which  symptoms 
never  left  him  from  that  period,  but  increased  pro« 
gressivdy  till  the  day  of  his  death. 

From  this  period,  therefore,  Napoleon  was  in  a  si- 
tuation which,  considering  his  great  actions,  and  the 
heightof  his  former  fortunes,  deserved  the  compassion 
of'his  most  bitter  enemies,  and  the  sympathy  of  all 
who  were  disposed  to  take  a  moral  lesson  from  the 
most  extraordinary  vicissitude  of  human  affairs  which 
J^tory  has  ever  presented.  Nor  can  we  doubt  that 
^uchreftections  mijght  have  eventually  led  to  mtich 
relaxation  in  the  severity  with  which  the  prisdner 
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WM  watched,  imd,  it  may  be,  at  lengtlr  to  lus  entire 
emaoripadon.  But-to  attain  this  end,  it  woulA  hare 
been  necessary  that  Napoleon's  condnct,  white  nnder 
restrktifms,  should  hare  been  of  a  very  difPerent 
character  from  that  which  he  thought  it  most  poHtic, 
or  felt  it  most  natural,  to  adopt.  First,  to  obtam 
the  sympathy  and  priyil^es  due  to  an  invalid,  be 
Mght  to  have  permitted  the  visits  of  some  medical 
person,  whose  report  might  be  held  as  completely 
impartial.  This  could  not  be  the  case  with  that 
rf  Dr  O^Meara,  engaged  as  he  was  in  the  prison- 
er'^B  intimate  and  ev^i  secret  service^  and  on  the 
wotst  terms  with  the  Governor ;  and  Napoleon^s  po- 
sitive rgection  of  all  other  assistance  seemed  to 
countenance  the  belief,  however  unjust,  that  he  was 
either  feigning  indispoidtion,  or  making  use  of  some 
al^ht  symptoms  of  it  to  obtain  a  rehixation  of  die 
Governor's  vigilance.  Nor  was  it  to  be  supposed 
diat  Dr  Antommarchi's  evidence,  bebg  that  of  aa 
ifidividUal  entirely  dependent  on  Napoleon,  conH 
be  considered  as  more  authentic,  till  corroborated  by 
some  indifferent,  and,  at  the  same  time,  eos^et^ 
medical  authority. 

Secondly,  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  fitnda- 
mental  reason  on  which  Napoleon's  confinement  was 
vindicated,  was,  that  his  liberty  was  inconsistent 
with  the  tranquilli^  of  Europe.  To  prove  the  con* 
tpry,  it  wouM  have  been  necessary  that  the  Ex* 
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EUopeior  fibottid  hiife  emoeia  4^8iMio  selNAt  fi^ 
political  digpat^  and  ahovn  «y«i{iton6  d  haTiag 
bid  asido  or  forgotten  tfaow  ambitiovs  projects  which 
had.8o]oDgooiiTiiked  Europe.  Compasrion,  and  tHo 
admitatimi  of  great  taknte,  migbt  Uien  have  led  the 
stateaof  Europe  to  confide  in  the  resigned  dieposttioiis 
of  on^  whom  age,  infinnilies,  and  sufferings,  appear-* 
ed  to  indine  to  dedicate  the  reminder  of  his  days 
to  ease  and  retirement,  and  in  whom  they  might 
seem  a  sure  guarantee  fiir  his  padfic  intenticms.  But 
80  £ur  were  such  feelii^s  from  being  eshibited,  that 
evei^thing  which  jcmanated  fr<»n  St  Hdena  showed 
that  the  £x.Empein)r  nourish^  all  his  fimner  plans, 
and  vindicated  all  his  former  actions.  Hewasnotsa« 
tififi^  that  the  world  should  adopt  the  oj^mon  that 
bis  ambition  was  allayed,  and  his  pretensions  to  empire 
rdiaquisbed.  On  the  contrary,  his  efforts,  and  those 
of  the  works  into  which  be  breathed  his  spirit,  went 
to.pioTe,  if  they  proved  anything,  that  he  never  en. 
tsMuned  ambition  of  a  culpable  character— that  his 
daisQs  of  sovereignty  were  grounded  upon  national 
law  end  justice — that  he  had  a  right  to  entertain  them 
formerly,  and  that  he  was  disposed  and  entitled  tof 
assert  them  stilL  He  was  at  paij^  to  let  the  world 
know  that  he  was  not  alt^ed  in  the  slightest  degree, 
was  neither  ashamed  of  his  projects,  nor  bad  renoun- 
ced them ;  but,  if  restored  to  Europe,  that  he  would 
be  in  all  respects  the  same  person,  with  the 
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«^QX8,  and  tittle  dimiaisbed  aQtivity,  as  vhoi  ha 
Ucded  at  Cannes  to  rocover  the  empire  of  France, 
f  TIu»  mode  of  pleading  his  cause  had  the  ineidtaUe 
eonsequence,  of  confirmii^  all  those  who  had  deemed 
restiictiims  on  his  freedom  to  be  necessary  in  the 
putset,  (and  these  were  the  great  majority  of  Eu- 
rope,)  in  the  belief  that  the  same  reasons  existed  for 
continuuag  the  reistrainti  which  had  originaUy  caused 
it  to  be  imposed.  We  are  unwilling  to  revert  again 
to  the  hackneyed  idmile  of  the  imprisoned  lion ;  bat 
cert^y,  if  the  royal  animal  which  Don  Quixote 
di^red  U>  ^t  at  liberty,  had,,  instead  of  demeaniiig 
himself  peaceably  and  with  urbanity,  been  roaring, 
ramping,  and  tearing  the  bars  of  his  cage,  it  may  be 
questioned  whether  the  Gx^t  Redresser  of  Wrogogs 
himself  would  have  advocated  his  freedom* 
.  In  November  1816,  Napoleon  sustained  a  loss  to 
which  he  must  have  been  not  aJiUle  sensible,  in 
th^  rmoval  of  Count  Las  Cases  &om  his  socic^. 
The  devoted  attachment  of  the  Count  to  his  person 
epuld  not  be  doubted,  and  his  age>.  and  situation  as  a 
civilian,  made  him  less  aptto  enter  into  thosefeadsand 
quarrels,  which  sometimes,  notwithstanding  their  ge« 
neral  attachment  to  Napoleon,  seemed  to  have  arisen 
among  the  military  officers  of  the  household  of  Laog- 
wood.  He  was  of  a  literary  turn,  and  qualified  to 
^onoy&cBe  upon  general  topic^^  both  of  history  and 
science.     He  had  been  an  emigrant,  and  under- 
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sCaBdiog  all  tbe  manoeuvres  and  intrigues  of  the 
andeiit  Notdesse,  had  many  iHurratiptis  which  N». 
poleon  was  not  unwilling  to  lii^en  to.  Abore  all, 
he  received  and  recorded  everything  which  was 
said'  by  Napoleon,  with  unidoubting  faitb  and  un« 
weaiieid  assiduity.  And,  like  the  author  of  one 
of  the' most  entertaining  books  in  l^e  English  lan- 
guage, (BosweU's  Life  of  Johnson,)  Count  Las  Ca- 
ses thought  nothing  trivial  that  could  illustrate  his 
subject.  Like  Boswell,  too,  his  veneration  for  his 
principal  was  so  deep,  that  he  seems  to  hare  lost,  in 
some  cases,  the  exact  percepdon  of  right  and  wrong, 
ill  his  .detenmnation  to  consider  Napoleon  as  alwmys 
in  the  right  But  his  attachment,  if  to  a  certain  de- 
gree tendbg  to  blind  his  judgment,  came  warm  from 
Jiis  heart.  The  Count  gave  a  substantial  mark,  also, 
of  his  sincerity,  in  dedicatbg  to  his  master^s  service 
a  sum  of  L.4000,  or  thereabout,  his  whole  private 
fortune,  which  was  vested  in  the  English  funds. 
.  For  our  mitf<»rtune,  as  also  for  his  own,  since  he 
SQUst  have  considered  his  separation  from  Bu<»ia- 
parte  as  sudi.  Count  Las  Cases  had  been  tempted 
into  a  Une  of  conduct  incohastent  with  the  engage- 
jnent  he  had  come  iinder  with  the  other  attendants 
of  the  Ex-Emperor,  not^to  hold  secret  communioa* 
4]on  beyond  the  verge  of  the  island.  The  opportunity 
.of  a  servant  of  his  own  returning  to  England,  indu- 
ced him  to  confide  to  the  domestics  charge  a  letter, 
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wruttn  upon  ii  piece  of  whke  ttUi,  ifast  ii  might  be 
tbe  more  readily  concealed,  which  wiA  stitched  inlQ 
the  hid's  clothes.  It  was  addressed  to  Prince  Lisr> 
cien  Buonaparte.  As  this  was  a  direct  traasgressiwt 
in  a  most  material  point,  of  the  conations  whidi 
Count  Las  Cases  had  promised  to  observe,  be  wai 
dismissed  firem  the  island  and  sent  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  from  thence  to  Europe.  His  Jour* 
nal  remained  for  some  time  in  the  hands  of  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe ;  but,  as  we  had  formerly  occaaiott  to 
mention,  alterations  and  additions  were  afterwards 
made,  which,  in  generid,  are  UKMre  vituperative  of 
the  Governor,  than  the  manuscript  as  it  onji^aUy 
stood  when  the  Count  left  St  Helena.  The  abridge^ 
ment  of  the  Count's  stay  at  the  island  was  much  to  be 
regretted,  as  his  Journal  forms  the  best  record,  not 
only  of  Napoleon's  real  thoughts,  but  of  die  opimons 
which  he  desired  should  be  received  as  such.  Ua« 
questionably,  the  separation  from  this  devoted  fol- 
lower added  greatiy  to  the  disconsdate  situatbn  of 
the  Exile  of  Longwood ;  but  it  is  imposuUe  to  supi* 
^ress  the  remark,  that,  when  a  gentieman  attached  to 
Napoleon's  suite  found  himself  at  liberty  this  to  break 
through  a  plighted  engagement  in  his  chieTs  behalf 
it  sufficiently  vindicate  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  for  put» 
ting  littie  faith  in  the  professions  made  to  him,  and 
declming  to  relax  any  reasonable  degreejof  vigihmoe 
which  the  safe  custody  of  his  priscmer  seemed  to  dOi 
mand. 
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The  comi^aiiits  of  Napoleon  and  hia  feUowera 
piodnced,  aa  they  ought  to  have  done,  an  inquirj 
ifito  the  personal  treatment  of  the  Ex-Emperor,  in 
the  British  ParUiunent  ;'when  the  general  reasonmg 
wMeh  we  have  hmted  at,  joined  to  the  exposure 
which  ministers  afforded  of  the  exaggerated  represen- 
tations that  had  been  made  in  the  statements  which 
lad  come  firom  St  Hdena,  were  found  greatly  to  pre- 
ponderate over  the  arguments  of  Napoleon^s  compaa- 
aicmate  and  accomplished  advocate,  Lord  Holland. 

The  question  came  before  the  House  of  Lords,  on 
18thMarchl817.  Lord  Holland,  in  a  speech  of  great 
good  sense  and  moderation,  disowned  all  attempts  at 
persuading  ibe  House,  that  thd  general  line  of  poli- 
cy adopted  with  respect  to  Napoleon  should  be  chan- 
ged. It  had  been  adopted  in  contradiction  to  his 
(hfxd  HoUand^s)  sentiments,  but  it  had  been  con^ 
firmed  by  Parliament,  and  he  did  not  hope  to  obtain 
a  reversal  of  their  judgment  But,  if  the  confining  Na- 
poleon was,  as  had  been  alleged,  a  measure  of  neces* 
sity,  it  followed  that  necessity  must  limit  what  ne- 
cessity had  created,  and  of  course  that  the  prisoner 
shoidd  be  treated  with  no  unneicessary  harshness. 
His  lordslnp  did  not  presume  to  state  the  reports 
wfaidi  had  reached  him  as  absolute  matters  of  fact, 
bat  only  as  rumours  which  demanded  an  inquiry, 
where  the  honour  of  the  country  was  so  nearly  con- 
eemed.  Mort  of  the  allegations  on  which  Lord  Hol- 
land grounded  his  motion,  were  contained  in  a  paper 
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«£  complaints  gent  by  General  Montholon.  The  par- 
ticulars noticed  in  this  remonstrance  were  drcum- 
stances  which  have  been  already  adverted  to,  bat 
may  be  here  briefly  noticed,  as  well  as  the  answers 
by  the  British  government. 

-'  First,  the  restrictions  upon  the  exercising  ground 
Ibrmeriy  allowed  to  Napoleon,  was  alleged  as  a  grie- 
vance. The  climate  of  St  Helena,  Lord  Holland 
•admitted,  was  good,  but  his  lordship  complained  that 
the  upper  part  of  the  island,  where  Longwood  was 
«ituated,  was  damp  and  unhealthy.  The  inconveni- 
^ence  of  the  house  was  also  complained  of. 
/  Lord  Bathurst,  the  colonid  secretary  of  state,  re- 
plied to  this  charge,  that  the  general  accounts  of 
•Longwood  described  it  as  healthy.  It  had  been  the 
visual  country  residence  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor, 
which  went  far  to  show  that  the  site  could  not  be  ineE« 
giMe.  The  situation  had  been  preferred  by  Niapoleon 
himself,  who  was  so  impatient  to  take  possession  of 
•it,  that  he  even  wished  to  have  pitched  a  t^it  there 
till  the  house  could  be  cleared  for  his  reception.  The 
•restriction  of  the  bounds  of  exercise,  \w  explained  to 
have  been  caused  by  Napoleon^s  evincing  some  dis- 
position to  tamper  with  the  inhabitants.  He  sttll  had 
.a  circuit  of  eight  piiles,  within  which  he  might 
range  unattended  and  uncontrolled.  If  he  wished 
to  go  fiirther,  he  was  at  liberty  to  traverse  die  idand, 
upon  permitting  an  orderly  o0icer  to  join  his  suite. 
His  refusal  to  take  exercise  on  such  tenns,  was  not 
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tbe&ult  of  liheSsbidi  gorenunent;  wdif  Napo- 
le(»i's  health  suffered  m  ctmaequence,  it  was  the  re- 
1^  noi  of  the  regulations,  wbiefa  were  reasonable 
and  indi^oisable,  but  of  his  own  wilfulness  in  refu< 
sing  to:  onnply  with  them. 
!  The  seocffid  class  of;  exc^ions.taken  by  Lord  Hoi- 
lend,  was  against  what  he  considered  as  the  harsh 
and  iniquitous  restrictions  upon  the  Exile^s  comrnu- 
iitcstion  with  Europe.  He  was  not,  his  lordship 
$tated,  pentiitted  to  obUiin  books,  or  to  subscribe 
for.  journals  and  newe^apers.  All  intercourse  by 
letter  was  inteardicted  to  the  distinguished  prisoner, 
even  with  his  wife,  his  child,  and  his  nearest  and 
dearest  relatives.  He  was  not  allowed  to  write  un« 
der  seal  to.  the  Prince  Begent. 
.  JJpm  these  several  topics  Lord  Bathurst  answer- 
^  %h^  a  Ust  of  books,  the  value  of  which  amount* 
ed  to  Xi .1400  or  L.1500,  (which  General  Montholon 
termed  a  few  books,)  had  been  sent  by  Napoleon  to 
Britain ;  that  Ihe  commissioners  put  this  list  into  the 
hands  of  an  eminent  French  bookseller,  who  had  sup- 
plied as  many  as  could  be  obtained  in  London  and 
FariSf  but  sevefral  of  them,  chiefly  works  on  military 
matters,  could  not^be  procured.  The  volumes  which 
could  he  procured,  had  been  sent,  with  an  apology  for 
the  omission  of  those  which  were  not  to  be  gotten ; 
but  the  residents  of  Longwood  had  not  admitted  the 
excuse.  RoBpecUng  the  permission  of  a  free  subscrip- 
tion  by  Napoleon  to  journals,  Lord  Bathurst  deem- 
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cd  it  bb  dttly  to  phee  MiM  ralnctiaB  iqNift  Ihat  «p9; 
des  of  indttlgenoe,  attemptt  haTing  bcbg  ditected  to 
Mtablish  a  oorretpondeiioo  with  Napokon  through 
the  medium  of  newspapers.  On  the  solgeet  of  inteci 
course  with  Europe  by  letter.  Lord  Bathoxst  stated 
that  it  was  not  intdzdicted,  unless  hj  the  oonditiian 
that  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  should  previously  be  permil* 
led  to  read  the  letter,  whether  of  business  or  other* 
wise.  This  right.  Lord  Bathurst  stated,  had  been 
exercised  only  by  the  GoTcmor  in  person^  and 
with  strict  delicacy  and  feeling ;  and  he  repeUed^ 
with  the  most  fiat  contradiction,  the  assertbns  of 
Montholon,  that  the  Governor  of.  St  Helena  had 
broken  open  and  detained  letters,  under  pretenee 
that  they  did  not  come  through  the  channel  of  the 
English  minister.  Lord  Bathurst  said,  ihat  Gene* 
ral  Montholon  had  been  i^hallenged  by  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  to  produce  a  single  instance  of  such  tyranny 
having  been  permitted,  but  that  the  French  jpnend 
had  remained  silent,  the  assertion  bdngabsolutdy 
fiilse.  All  the  letters  which  the  rdativea  of  Napolett 
were  disposed  to  send  through  his,  Lord  Badiuist^s, 
office,  he  saidi  should  be  instantly  forwarded,  bat  it 
was  a  necessary  preliminary  that  such  should  be 
written.  Now,  a  letter  firom  his  brother  Joseph, 
which  was  received  in  October  last,  and  instantly  for« 
warded,  was  the  only  one  from  any  of  his  family 
or  relatives  which  had  reached  the  o£Bce.  His 
lordship  then  advttted  to  the  nsulation  which  enact- 
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tdf  thai  eren  a  letter  to  the  Prince  Regait  must 
ptss  through  the  Govenior  of  St  Helena^s  hands  ill 
wa.  open  state.  Lord  Bathurst  explained  thai  die 
rt^fulation  gave  the  GoTemor  no  authority  or  option 
as  to  transmitting  the  letter,  which  he  was  directed 
to  forward  instantly.  The  rule  only  required  that  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  should  be  privy  to  the  contents,  in 
order,  that,  if  it  should  contnn  any  impeachment  of 
Us  conduct,  his  defence  or  apology  might  reach  Lon- 
don as  soon  as  the  accusation.  Thb,  his  lordship  re- 
matrked,  was  necessary,  in  order  that  no  time  m%ht 
be  lost  in  redressing  a  complaint  of  a  grave  charac- 
ter, ot  in  repelling  any  frivolous  and  unsubstantial 
charge.  He  added,  that  should  any  sealed  letter  be 
addressed  to  the  Prince  Rq;ent  by  Napoleon,  he, 
Lord  Bathurst,  would  have  no  he&otation  to  open  it, 
W  the  Governor  had  not  previously  done  so.  He 
diooM  conceive  it  to  be  his  duty  to  forward  it  in-^ 
stantly  as  addressed  whenever  he  was  acquainted 
with  the  contents ;  biit  bang  in  his  department  re- 
sponnble  for  the  acts  of  the  sovereign,  he  would  feel 
it  his  duty  to  make  himself  previously  acquunted 
with  the  nature  of  the  communication. 

Thirdly,  Lord  Holland  touched  on  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  sum  allowed  for  the  muntenance  of  Na- 
poleon, and  on  the  unworthiness  of  making  that  per* 
sonage  contribute  to  bear  his  own  charges.  The  mi- 
nisters, his  lordship  stated,  having  placed  him  in  a 
situatbn  where  great  expense  was  necessary,  turned 
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round  upon  him,  and  insisted  that  he  should  himself 
be  in  a  great  measure  at  the  charge  of  supporting 

it.  . 

Lord  Bathurst  replied  by  stating  the  facts  with 
which  the  reader  is  already  acquainted.  He  mention- 
ed, that  the  sum  of  L.8000  had  been  fixed  upon  as 
adequate,  after  the  heavy  expenses  of  the  first  year ; 
and  that  it  was  increased  to  L.l 2,000,  on  the  remon-i 
strance  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe.  This  allowance,  he 
said,  was  the  same  given  to  the  Grovernor,  who  had 
to  bear  the  cost  of  frequent  entertainments.  It  did 
not  appear  to  government,  that  the  family  of  Na- 
poleon, which  was  to  be  maintained  on  the  footing 
of  that  becoming  a  general  officer  of  distinction, 
ought  to  cost  more  than  that  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe, 
who  actuajily  held  that  condition,  with  the  necessity 
of  discharging  the  expenses  of  his  staff,  and  all  other 
incumbent  disbursements.  He  gave  some  details  on 
the  subject  of  the  provisions  and  the  cellar,  from 
which  it  appeared,  that,  besides  the  inferior  species 
of  wine,  the  table  of  Napoleon  was  supplied  at  the 
rate  of  two  bottles  daily  of  those  of  a  superior  qua* 
lity  for  each  individual 

Lord  Holland  concluded  with  stating,  that,  al- 
though Queen  Mary  could  be  no  otherwise  regarded 
than  as  the  bitterest  enemy  of  the  illustrious  Eliza- 
beth, yet  the  greatest  stain  upon  the  memory  of  the 
latter  sovereign  was  not  the  unjust,  for  unjust  it  was 
not,  but  the  harsh  and  imgenerous  treatment  of 
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Mary.  He  reminded  the  House/ that  it  would 
not  be  considered  by  posterity,  whether  Ba6nap«He 
htd  been  justly  imnished  for  his  crimes,  but  whothev 
Great  Brittdn  had.  acted  in  that  generous  maimer 
whieh  became  a  great  country/  He  then  moved  ibr 
the  production  of  such  pipers  and  correspondence 
betwixt  St  Helena  and  the  Bntish  government,  aa 
sboul4'8eem  best  fitted  to  throw  light  on  the  person 
nal  treatment  of  Napoleon. 

It  may  be  obsei^ed,  that  in  the  candid  and  liberal 
manner  in  which  Lord  Holland  stated  the  case,  he 
was  led  into  a  comparison  unfavourable  to  his  own 
argoment.  To  have  rendered  the  case  of  Mary,  (the 
justice  of  which  his  lordship  addiitted,  in  questioning 
its  generosity,)  parallel  to  that  of  Napoleon,  two  re- 
markable circumstances  were  wanting.  First,  Mary, 
far  from  being  at' war  with  Queen  Elizabeth,  was  08« 
tensiUy  on  the  most  friendly  terms  with  thatsove- 
rdgn  when  she  took  refuge  in  England ;  secondly, 
the  British  diiniatry  testified  no  design  to  finish  Na« 
poison's  confinement  by  cutting  off  his  head.  ^. 

Lord  Darnley,  who  had  concurred  with  Lord 
Holland  in  desiring  aii  inquiry,  now  considered  the 
reports  alluded  to  as  totally  refuted  by  the  candid 
and  able  stittement  of  Lord  Bathurst,  and  was  not  of 
opinion  that  Lord  Hdiand  should  press  the  motion 
fatthor.  The  Marquis  of  Buckingham's  opinion  was 
founded  on  the  broad  ground  of  Napoleon's  ddin- 
qoendes  towards  Europe,  and  England  in  particular. 
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He  was  6f  opiBioa,  tkal  every  d^pree  of  fCBtraint  nt^ 
eessary  to  prevent  his  escq^^dioiild  be  imposed  and 
eafereed.  The  severe  «tid  close  durance  to  whiehGe^ 
neral  Buonaparte  was  subjected,  was  not,  his  kid« 
ship  said,  dictated  by  motives  of  revenge,  but  of  se^ 
curity.  It  was  a  piece  of  political  justice  which  we 
•wed  to  Europe,  and  the  defeat  of  which  would  nevat 
be  forgotten  in  this  or  in  any  other  state  of  the  dvi* 
lised  world. 

The  motion  of  Lord  Holland  does  not  a^ear  to 
have  been  seconded,  and  was  negatived  witliest  a 
division. 

There  ean  be  no  cbubt,  that  the  failure  of  this  effi>rt 
in  the  British  Senate  had  a  deep  effisct  on  Napo* 
leon^s  spirits,  and  may,  perhaps,  have  aggravated 
that  tendency  to  disease  in  the  stomadb,  which  was 
suspected  to  have  already  taken  phice.  Nothingis 
better  known,  though  perhaps  few  things  are  move 
difficult  to  be  satisfactorily  explained,  than  the  myste- 
rious connenon  betwixt  distress  of  mind  and  the  as* 
tion  of  the  digestive  powers.  Violent  sidmess  k  pro* 
duced  on  many  persons  by  extreme  and  sudden  afflie* 
tion,  and  almost  every  9ne  fisds  the  stomach  more  ot 
less  affected  by  that  which  powerfidly  and  painlully 
occupies  the  mind.  And  here  we  may  add,  that  Loiri 
HoUand^s  kindness  andcompassion  for  so  grcal  a  uumi 
under  such  severe  drcumstances,  were  shown  1^  s  va« 
riety  of  delicate  attentions  im  his  part  and  that  ef  his 
lady,  and  that  the  supplies  of  books  and  other  articles 
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•em  by  dMm  tkHtagh  llidfrMJpioSot,  wJiteevtty 
fiidUlir  vw.aflSoBded  for  Ae.ctnveyaiiQe^  oomtfaniad 
finwitUMi  te  tine  to  giv^NftpobaiiAisuiiince  of  their 
syflifatHy*  But  though  he  graitefttlly  fdt  their  a^^ 
kis.dislrett  of  body»  and  peihaps  of  waind, 
[  Ji  eluiraeter  incapable  of  Deceiving  consola* 
tiiHt  '-• 

Tide  unbapfy  stale  was  kept  up  and  pioloqged  bgr 
the  ezteut  to  which  Buonaparte  indulged  in  <letciu 
BUBedoppesition.te  tbeTadotts  legulatbne  mpeetiiig 
the  enetody  of  hieponon ;  en  which  subj^ot,  ereiy*' 
thbg  which  occorred  occanoned  a  etrnggle  against 
the  aathatity  of  Sir  Hudson  Lo«e»  or  a  new  efiPort 
to  ehtain  the  Imperial  dtslinctioBS  which  he  consi- 
densd  as  dse  to  his  isaic* 

'She  hst  point  seesn  to  have  been  carried  to  the 
leai^  of  childish  eKdmagance.  It  was  necessaiyt 
Ibr  esample»  that  Dr  O'Meera  should  rq^  to  the 
GofonoT  <tf  the  island  the  alato  ef  the  prisoner's 
heakh,  whidi  began  to  gife  room  for  serious  qppe* 
hensisn.  Napoleon  insisted,  that  when  this  buUeun 
WIS  lenteed  in  writing,  O'Meaiai  whom  he  consi^ 
^iotd  as  US  his  own  service,  should  give  him  the  ritle 
ofEmpeiOF.  It  was  iu  vam  that  the  Doctor  remon- 
■lMled»  pleadmg  that  the  instruetions  of  goyemment, 
Mi«eD  as  tl^  orders  of  Lieutenant-Oeneral  Lowe^ 
pnhibted  him  frem  wing  tins  forbidden  epithet; 
and  it  was  w^  dtficul^  that  he  at  last  prevailed  that 
the  wind  Personage  (mt  Patient  migh*  be  subetitttted 

VOt.  IX.  %   . 
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finiheoSmAye^hnMec£6emer(UBmonaparie.  Hid : 
this  bgemoiis  device  not  been  resorted  to^thtve  could  ^ 
have  been  no  cwnimmication  with  the  goyenmiBt' 
on  the  sulgect  of  Napoleon^s  health. 
.  The  physician  of  Napoleon  had  till  noW  mjoyed: 
an  easy  office.  His  health  was  naturally  sound,  and 
like  many  persons  who  enjoy  the  same  inestimable; 
advantage,  the  Ex-Emperor  doubted  of  the  heaUng 
powers  of  medicines  which  he  never,  needed  to  use- 
Abstinence  was  his  chief  resource  against  atomadt: 
com^aints^  when  these  began  to  assail  him,  and  the> 
bath  was  frequently  resorted  to  wha:i  the  pangs  be-, 
came  more  acute.  He  also  held  it  expedient  to  change 
the  qharacter  of  his  way  of  livings  when  he  felt  afeot^ 
ed  with  iUness.  If  it  had  been  sedentary,  he  rode 
hard  and  took  violent  exardse ;  «id  if,  on  the  con- 
trary, he  had  been  taking  more  exercise  than  usual,^ 
he  was  accustomed  to  hiy  it  aside  for  prolo^ped  ns 
pose.  But  more  recently  he  had  not  the  wish  to 
mount  on  horseback,  or  take  exercise  at  alL 

About  the  ^Sth  of  September,  1818,  NapolienV 
health  seems  to  have  beai  seriously  affected.  He 
complained  much  of  nausea,  hia  l^s  swelled^  and 
there  were  other  unfavourable  sympttnus,  whidi  in- 
duced his.physician  to  tell  him  that  he  was  of  a  lom-i 
perament  which  required  much  activity ;  that  con^ 
stant  exertion  of  mind  and  body  was  jt^^^ypenimhlg^ 
and  that  without  exercise  he  must  i^on  loae  JUs 
health.    He  immediately  declared^  thai  wfafleaspo^ 
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itti  to  the  challenge  of  sentinels,  he  never  would  take 
toercise,  however  necessary.  Dr  O^Meara  proposed 
ealfing  in  the  assistance  of  Dr  Baxter,  a  medical 
gentleman  of  eminence  on  Sir  Hudson  Lowers  staff. 
**  He  could  bnt  say  the  same  as  you  do,""  said  Na* 
poleon,  ^'  and  recommend  my  riding  abroad ;  never*- 
theless,  as  long  as  the  present  system  continues,  I 
win  never  stir  out.**  At  another  time  he  expressed 
Ae  same  resolution,  and  his  determination  to  take 
no  medicines.  Dr  O'Meara  replied,  that,  if  the  dis^ 
ease  sbould  not  be  encountered  by  remedies  in  due 
time,  it  would  terminate  fatally.  His  answer  was  re- 
markable :  **  I  irill  h&ve  at  least  the  consolation  that 
iny  death  will  be  an  eternal  dishonour  to  the  English 
nation,  who  sent  me  to  this  climate  to  die  under  the 
hands  of  *  ♦  *  *.'•  The  physician  again  represented, 
that  by  n^lectbg  to  take  medicine,  he  would  acce- 
lerate his  own  death.  **  That  which  is  written  is 
written,^  said  Napoleon,  looking  up.  <<  Our  days 
arereckoned.'' 

TUs  deplorable  and  desperate  course  seems  to 
have  been  adopted  pardy  to  spite  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  . 
fsrtly  in  the  reckless  feelings  of  despondency  inspi- 
^  by  his  ntuation,  and  in  some  degree,  perhaps, 
was  die  effect  of  the  disease  itself,  which  must  ne- 
cessarily have  disinclined  him  to  motion.  Napo- 
leon might  also  hope,  that,  by  thus  threatening  to 
"injure  his  health  by  forbearing  exercise,  he  might 
«tort  the  Governor's  acquiescence  in  some  points 
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which  were  disputed  betwixt  them.  Whm  the  Qo^ 
vemor  sent  to  offer  him  some  extenmon  of  lu8  lUBng 
ground,  and  Dr  O^Meara  wished  him  to  f^rollt'  bfi 
die  permission,  he  replied,  that  he  should  heiosub* 
ed  by  the  challenge  of  the  sentuiehs  and  thut  he  did 
not  choose  to  submit  to  the  caprice  of  the  6o?enK 
or,  who,  granting  an  indulgence  one  day,  m%ht'i»* 
call  it  the  next.  On  such  grounds  as  these^—wUehy 
after  all,  amounted  just  to  this,  that  being  a  prisoner^ 
and  one  of  great  importance,  he  was  placed  VRdet^a 
•ystem  of  vigilance,  rende^  more  necessftry  by  the 
constant  intrigues  carried  on  for  his  esci^y~dU  be 
feel  Idmself  at  libeirty  to  neglect  those  precautiMs  of 
exercise  and  medicine,  which  were  neoesaary  for  the 
presenraticm  of  his  h^Uh.  His  condaet  ctt  «uoh  oe« 
casions  can  scarce  be  termed  worthy  of  his  powicifui 
mind ;  it  resembled  too  much  that  of  the  firowaid 
child,  who  riefttses  its  food,  or  its  physic,  because  it  il 
tontradiirted. 

The  removal  of  Dr  O'Meara  from  Napoleon's 
pexBon,  which  was  conrider^d  by  him  as  a  gprenrfai- 
jury,  was  thetiext  important  incident  in  the  naoft#- 
tony  of  his  life.  It  seems,  fmm  quotatiouB  givw 
elsetrhere  in  this  volume,  that  Dr  O'Meara  had  been 
for  some  time  a  confident  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  and 
was  recommended  by  him  to  ministers  as  a  persMi 
by  whose  means  he  could  learn  what  pasted  in  the 
family  of  Nupoleon.  But  in  pioeefls  of  timei  Dr 
O'Meara,  growing  perhaps  more  intimate  with  the 
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luitoiiar^  hmne  imwiUiiig  to  supply  the  Goveriior 
:«ith.die  Jnfofmattost  of  which  he  had  hfien  fonnerly 
peo&Me,  and  a  quanrel  took  plaoe  betwixt  him  and 
Sir  Hndwm  Lawew  In  describbg^the  scenes  which 
passed  betoeen  him  and  the  GroTemor,  we  hare  al« 
settiy  8»d  thi^  Dr  O'Measa  writes  with  a  degree  of 
personal  'animosity,  which  is  unfavoarable  to  h^  own 
€mikL  Bat  his  dqpartuie  from  St  Helena  was  oc- 
caamedby  a  wanner  mailL  of  the  interest  which  he 
look  hs  Ni^Iemi*s  fortunes^  than  teold  be  infexved 
Imn  his  merely  xefosing  to  infirm  Sir  Hudson  of 
nbat  m$M  said  at  Iicniigwoed* 

Di  O'Mesra  aeems  not  only  to  have  taken  the 
part  of  Napoleon  in  his  oontrorersies  with  the  6c^ 
^T^ntwv  but  also  to  hare  engaged  deeply  in  forwatd- 
ing  a.seceet  otnfespoadence  with  a  Mr  Holmest  the 
fis-^fimperor's  agent  in  Loodeiu  This  appears  to 
have  been  clearly  proved  bf  a  letter  received  Scorn 
the  agents  reUtmg  to  krge  rennttanees  of  money 
to«  St  Helena)  by  the  connivance  of  the  pbysi* 
«Mi.*  Under  such  suspicions  Dr  O'Meara  was 
withdrawn  by  the  Governor's  mandato  from  attend- 
ing on  the  person  of  Napolem,  and  sent  back  to 
J^agSaod.  Napoleon  had  never  obeyed  his  medical 
'«3ttnGtions,but  he  complained  severely  when  he  was 
j.i^ •  •  ■    - •  .  -      -       •       -    -• 

*  The  letter  allQded  to  is  quoted  at  fuH  length  in  the  Quarterlr 
Beview,  VoL  XXVIII.  p.  224,  to  p.  226.    It  was  reoeivMi  aAmt 

I)r  0'MeftTft*s  dismission,  which  theiefoie  must  have  been  occ»« 
Bioned  only  iy  the  suspicion  ot  what  was  afterwards  proved. 
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recalled  from  his  household;  eEpreiriBg  his  helkr 
that  the  depriTring  hun  of  the  medical  attendant 
whose  prescriptions  he  had  never  fiiUoiaed«  maaadi* 
rect  and  bold  step  in  the  plan  contrived  finr  murder* 
ii^  him.  It  is  probable,  howev^»  he  regretted  Br 
O'Meara's  secret  services  more  than  those  which 
were  professional. 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe  again  offieied  the  astdattmcr 
of  Dr  Baxter,  but  this  was  construed  at  Longwood 
into  an  additbnal  offence.  It  was  even  treated  as 
an  o£fer  bfg  with  suspicion.  The  Govemor  tried, 
it  was  said,  to  palm  his  own  private  physicwm  up* 
ou  the  Emperor,  doubtless  that  he  might  hold  his 
life  more  effectually  in  his  power.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  British  ministers  were  anxious  that  evcqr- 
thing  should  be  done  which  Mold  prevent  nowptaints 
on  thb  head,  **  You  cannot  better  fulfil  the  wishes 
pf  his  Majesty^s  government,  (says  one  of  Lord  Ba- 
thurat^s  dispatches  to  the  Governor,)  than  by  g^vmg 
effect  to  any  measure  which  you  mayososider  caleu- 
Jated  to  prevent  any  just  ground  of  djssatisfsctionon 
the  part  of  General  Buonaparte^  on  account  of  any 
real  or  supposed  inadequacy  of  medical  attendancOi^ 
Dr  Stokoe,  suigeon  on  board  the  Conqueror,  was 
next  called  in  to  visit  at  Longwood.  But  diffieaDen- 
ces  arose  betwixt  him  and  the  Governor,  and  ajtoc 
a  few  visits  his  attendance  on  Napoleon  was  ^ 
charged. 

After  this  period,  the  prisoner  expressed  his  deter- 
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-tniaMimkj  iflMenift  Aiigltt  be  Ae  extfemlty  of  his  esM, 

.faot  to  permit  the  virits  of  an  English  physidan ;  and 

"«  commiasion  was  sent  to  Italy  to  obtain  a  medical 

'mail  of  Tepotatton  from  some  of  the  seminaries  in 

that  eoantry.  At  the  same  time.  Napoleon  signified 

•a  deore  to  have  the  company  of  a  Catholie  priest 

The  proposition  for  this  purpose  came  through  his 

imde»  Cudinal  Fesch,  to  the  Papal  government,  and 

readHy  received  the  assent  of  the  British  ministiy. 

It  would  appear  that  this  mission  had  been  Aonght 

by  liis  HoIina»  to  resemUe,  in  some  dc^gree,  those 

w«nt  intofmwign  and  misbelieving  countries ;  for  two 

c^nxdaaen  were  dispatdied  to  St  Helena  instead  of 

^one. 

-  The  senior  priest,  Father  Bonavita,  was  an  elderly 
man,  snlgect  to  the  infirmities  belonging  to  his  period 
of  ^^  and  broken  by  a  reddence  of  twenty-six  years 
'^Hoico.  His  specdi  had  been  affected  by  a  ptta- 
lytic  stroke.  fiSs  recommendation  to  the  office  whidi 
be  now  nndertcxA,  was  his  having  been  Father  Con- 
fessor to  Napoleon's  mother.  His  ccmipanion  was  a 
young  Abb6  called  Vignali.  Both  were  pious,  good 
men,  well  qualified,  doubtless,  to  give  Napoleon  the 
comfort  which  their  church  holds  out  to  those  who  re- 
ceive its  tenets,  but  not  so  mudi  so  to  reclaim  waiw 
4erers,  or  confirm  those  who  might  doubt  the  doc* 
triaes  of  the  church. 
Argument  or  controversy,  however,  were  not  ne- 
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MMary.  Napoleon  haadedtrtdlmrYMokitiM  to  £e 
itttbefidlhofUsfiMlikra.  HowitiidtlOTMiiafidd, 
iho  Bttd,  nor  a  pkiloaoplker.  If  we  doubt  whether « 
fpereon  who  had  oondnetedhimadftowetde  the  Pope 
in  the  way  whidi  hietory  records  <tf  Napoieon,  end 
)rhohadatonetttnebeenexoommmieaAed«(if»ijdi^ 
the  ban  was  yet  teinoyed,)  oonld  be  ancere  in  fail 
jgmeal  profefnona  of  Catfaoliciilm,  wenwat  at  kaH  ao- 
^^nitdieExileofthe  charge  of  deliberate  athuem.  On 
various  eecasions,  he  espresaed,  with  deap.ftdinga  of 
devotion,  his  conviction  of  the  exialeBee  of  die  Dei^, 
the  great  trulh  t^nrn  whidi  tfaewhole  aysMHof  itiigien 
teeta;  anddriaatatimewhcnthodcleatahledoetiines 
of  athdism  and  materialism  were  generally  currentin 
Fmdoe.  ImmecKately  after  bis  eletatioii  to  the  d%- 
nity  of  First  Consul,  he  meditaied  the  restomdonef 
ndigion;  and  thus,  inamiztoreofiesliiigandefpaSey, 
expressed  hioiaelfuponthesulseottoTMbaudeaa^dicB 
acounciUor  of  state.  Having  combated  fiir  a  h»g 
lime  the  Dyatems  of  modem  philctooplwra  upon  ik^ 
.  feemtkbds  of  worship,  upon  deifim,  natnial  reK^n, 
md  80  forth,  he  proceeded.  *^  Last  Sunday  even^ 
iHg^  in  the  genelral  silenoe  of  natute,  I  was  waHnog 
in  these  grounds,  (of  Malmaison).  The  aouiid  of 
the  chiirch-bdl  of  Ruel  fell  upon  my  ear,  and  renew* 
.ed  aU  the  Impresskms  of  my  youth.  I  was  pioibmidU 
ly  affected,  such  is  the  power  of  early  habit  and  as- 
§ociatk>es4  aad  I  oonsidned^  if  sudtwas  the  case 
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iMi  Be»  wlMt  limit  Ml  ktlltt  dbel  of  such  it^ 

iM  yovr  phibsoplieni  Mitw«r  that.  Tho  fmnfh 
masbhsve  sfti^mh''  HewntoiitoatatelbettnM 
«B  nydi  he  w0idd  MgotiBte  with  the  Pepe,  and 
adM^  <' They  wmiMjr  I  amp^piirt;--lam  iiatu^ 
tfaiag.  IwnaMehoBiedaii  m£g3q»t~I  wiUbg* 
GaMBc  here,  fiwAe  good  of  the  peopla  IdoB«l 
Mybfe  ia  fome  of  re^bii,  bat  m  tht  exiiteMe  of  • 
CMT  He  extended  hkhaiifbtoiwdeHeayM^ 
<'  Who  ia  it  that  haa  emled  aU  idbove  and  aiMnd 
ne?^  TMswAUflaepaMagepgoveathatMapohieii 
(odfartaDnte  IB  hamg  proeeeded  no  fitfther  tofiaid^ 
die  Cfaiistiaa  flhriae)  had  at  leaat  cmwi  the  ihMah. 
kdd  if  the  tem|^%  aod  baSeved  k  aod  wovibjpiwd 
the  Cbeat  Fadier  of  the  UniTane. 

The  suaBioiiaiiea  wese  Teoeived  at  8t  Hehmairidi 
4tiffiKtr,  and  the  rifeet  of  mass  ireie  oftaaionaHy  pem 
ftaaaed  at  Lmagwood*  Both  the  dafgymeii  warn 
quiet,  ttfiobtfttn?e  charaeteBs,  confiniiig  theaaadifea 
to  thiBir  rdigious  dutaea,  and  diowing  wwthfff  tbn 
ahililiffn  ner  the  active  and  intviguisg  tpirit  wliidi 
PioteaMHrta«fa  apt  to  impute  to  theCathoac  pma^ 
liood. 

The  aane  y^seta  wyeh  arrived  Itt  St  Helena  on 


*  Alemoire  siir  le  CoBSulat  1799  et  1604. 
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ttie  18th  Septetiiber,  ifi  IfHO,  with  fbeee  pby«<^ttt 
feriliemuid,brooglitwltlit1iem  I>rF.  Antommttrchi) 
ftnttomie  pro-MCtwr,  (that  is,'  aMiMait  td  a  proftnoir 
df  anatomy,)  to  the  Hospkal  of  St  Mnrie  Neaye  M 
ntfrattce,  attached  to  tiie  University  of  Piaa,  whd 
was  designed  to  supply  the  place  about  the  prison^ 
erV  person,  occupied  by  Dr  0*Means  and  after  hiss 
fRTbrrisionally  hf  Dr  Stokoe.  He  conttored  to  hcM 
ibe  cilce  till  Napoleon^s  death,  and  Ms  Account  of 
fab  Last  Moments,  a  work  in  two  Tolumes,  though 
Imm  interesting,  and  showing  fto  leas  acuteness  thite 
4Htt  of  Las  Cases,  or  of  0*Meara,  is  yet  usefiil  and 
imteiSaming,  as  relatbg  to  the  last  days  of  no  extra* 
ordinary  a  person*  Dr  Antommarola  seems  to  have 
been  acceptable  to  Napoleon,  and  the  rather  that  he 
was  a  native  of  Cornea.  He  brought  abo  news  ftom 
Me  fiftoily.  The  IMncess  PauMne  Bdrghese  had  o& 
ftred  to  come  to  attend  him.  **  Let  her  remain  where 
she  is,"*  said  Napoleon ;  <<  I  would  not  have  her  wit- 
ness Ae  degrading  state  which  I  ata  reduced  to,  atid 
Ab  insults  to  which  I  am  subjected.** 

It  is  needless  to  resume  the  sulgect  of  these  allied 
isBsaitB.  They  consisted  hi  the  precautions  whtch  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  deemed  himself  obliged  to  take  for  Ae 
seeutky  of  his  prisoner ;  particularly  ki  requking  that 
a  British  officer  should  be  regularly  made  assiaed 
of  his  bebg  at  Longwood,  and  that  an  office,  not 
und»  the  raidc  of  captain,  sheuld  attend  him  on 
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AeMeomoMiriMli  he  jpropoied  to  make  tHiwgh 

ilkt  island.    On  tbete  subjei^  Napeleoahad  made 

Ui  mind  up  io%  qpecws  of  passive  fesbtance;  and 

Imd,  as  we  hare  seen,  abready  ezpvested  Idmidf  d»- 

tenmned  to  lake  no  ezer^m,  Iiowever  indispawsaMe 

le  Ub  health,  unless  Ae  r^ulationa  c£  hia  eonfiae- 

ment  were  ee&ely  dispensed  inlh,  or  liiodified  ao* 

edsJEmg  to  his^im  pleanire.    This  was  an.  aigii- 

ment  ad  mutricordiamj  whuk  must  have  given 

Ik  Governor  great  cUstvess  and  uaeaoineso,  siaea^ 

•if  die  health  of  the  priaoaer  should  fail,  evtn  tbouf^ 

it  was  tkroi^  his  own  wilfulness.  Sir  Hitdseu 

^seoU  not  mpcet  that  hb  cendact  woald  esaape 

eensure.    At  the  same  time,  if  he  yiddad.to  ihis 

iqpecMS  of  compulsory  aigamcat,  it  migl^  be  oaa- 

md  to  an  extent  altogether  inoonsistent  wiih  the 

safe  custody  ofthe  captive.    His  vifplanee  was  alee 

sharpened  by  constant  xepoxtH  of  ploto  for  the  Ube* 

cation  of  Napoleon ;  and  the  siuns  of  money  whidb 

he  and  his  ftmily  had  at  their  command,  rendered 

it  dangemua  to  trust  to  the  natural  secniities  of  dm 

isUmd    It  is  remarkable,  too,  that,  in  demanding, 

as  a  matte  c^  right,  fireedom  from  die  restaedons 

lof  wUdi  he  complained,  Napoleon  never  proposed 

:any  concessions  on  his  part,  by  offer  of  his  parole  or 

iptherwise,  which  might  tend  to  give  any  addbdonal 

moral  assurance,  in  place  of  diose  limitations  which 

^  dewed  to  have  removed.    Yet,  to  aocmamodate 
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fnrnmX  in  soum  cbgvee  to  Us  pwi»tt8r'»  ohlHiiByv 
fir  Httdflon  Lm«  wm  emtait  tlMiitte>&dti«k  ^eor 
lilMMe  doty  h  was  toifport  mthe  prfaneeofNApof 
Icon  al  LcfDgvood,  diraU  only  be  requited  toeirtiify 
him9M  of  it  by  findi  indireet  offpoittaatkm  as  his 
JiraHd^;  in  Oe  gardoi,  or  apfieasiiigrat  the  vrndom^ 
peraatted  him  to  enjoy,  and  on  sndi  ovMsasiflma  be  wm 
«i^ned  to  keep  bis  own  person  ooneealed.  In  ^v 
mwy  tbere  were  days  wbidi  passed  widbout  any  i«- 
ipriar  Mpeit  on  this  moat  in^rtant  point,  for  wlddi 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  woidd  bave  been  big^y  reqson^ 
aWo  if  an  escape  bad  been  eiifeeted.  Webq^t^rete 
Jo  Dt  Antommardii's  wotk-^for  instaaoss  of  tbe  pc»- 
cnHar  and  gmsdy  indriioate  opportonities,  wbsdb,  ta 
^aapsuad  between  tbeneoessiiyofdiecaseand^ 
^dbfsUnaey  of  Kapoleon,  his  attendants  took  to  mdos 
^wpendb  visible  when  he  was  not  awwe  of  it 

Schemes  for  Napoleon'^s  escape  were  not  wanting^ 
A  Golonel  Lata^ne,  distinguished  as  a  partinn  effi« 
aar,  was  said  to  be  at  tbe  head  of  an  att^npt  to  cany 
Mm  o£P  from  8l  Helena,  whidi  was  to  be  m^rtidcsn 
by  a  band  of  desp^adoes  from  America.  But  Na- 
IMleM  asid,  he  knew  too  well  the  cbaraeler  of  such 
adfentnrers  to  hope  to  profit  by  them.  Oovemment 
bad  other  infcnrmation  of  attempts  to  be  made  from 
Ameviea,  bitt  none  of  them  seem  to  have  proeaeded 
4o  any  serious  lengih. 
-    ItwasdiflfeinntiriththenndeftakiDgofJplmstone, 
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MMigglef  of  M  mcoiittMly  rMcilule  cbattetovi  ancl 

lAotelifeliadlmaaliiBueofdegptntemi^  He  hid 

mdfe  a  ineiiiindlde  escape  fiKm  Newgale^  ia^ 

tcnraidg  piirtcd  Lwd  Ndeoa's  Tesiel «» the  aKtek  ef 

G^pcnhagen,  what  Ae  oidiMiy  natlcn  of  ftbe  fleeit 

and  pilots,  dedined  the  task.    JoluuiCoiio  ms  alse 

said  to  haTe  asediftirted  a  bold  attempt  to  eany  off 

fioonaparte  on  a  fomer  oeeaomi,  wken  he  trusted 

Uaaadf  on  tfce  waterfrr  tliepwpoee  of  ? isiting  Flmh^ 

lag.*    Andiiovliaoertaiiifyeiiga0edmapfe4tod»> 

Ihrer  Napoleon  from  St  Hdeba>  of  a  very  amgohr 

kind.  A  submarine  vessely  that  is,  a  ship  capable  of 

hmxtg  sank  nader  water  for  n  certain  tkse,  and  of 

being  raised  agmn  at  pleasure  by  disaq;aging.cfli> 

tmn  weights,  was  to  be  the  means  of  eflecdng  tfaia 

enterprise*    It  was  thought  that,  by  sinking  dio  ires- 

sd  during  the  diqrttmc,  she  might  esoape  the  notice 


•  Such  at  least  was  the  report.  The  attempt  was  to  hare  bee» 
nade  by  MiiMtflne  aod  lilB  despmite  aModfttM  in  a  boAty.  wUeh  t^ 
wen  to  row  aqrois  the  Scheldt  toward*  Flushing,  j|iit  whea  Napf  • 
leon  was  proceeding  thither.  They  were  to  board  the  Imperial  barge, 
^Stanw  every  one  save  Napoleon  into  tlK  iea,  and,  lemeffng  Mm  4o- 
Mv  ««&  lii^t  xow-bMit,  w<ert  to  pnU  out  and  deHvm  Iwn  np^  to  tbe 
British  squadron,  then  cruising  off  the  island.  It  ia  added,  that  Na. 
pdeoQ  took  the  alarm  from  seeing  a  boat  rowing  very  swiftly  toward 
liBi,  Mri,  Mdctiog  hit  €nw  to  paUbiider,iBr  gka  waf)  «•  It  is  cal- 
^  the  smuggler,  instead  of  running  athwart  the  baxge,  fell  astern^ 
and  the  opportunity  was  lost.  We  do  not  know  that  there  is  any 
p^  <attiotlty  fef  the  story* 

17 
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af  tite  Bikuit  dnuaert,  ndy  beaig  ndaed  at  nag^ 
m^ht  ftpproaditlie  guaided  rode  without  dfiscoTery, 
The  Teasel  wm  aetuaUy  begna  in  one  ef  die  buddU 
bg-yaida  upea  the  Themes;  but  the  iiecalianty  of 
her  eonstraelieii  faaTUig  occaaoned  suspidoii,  she 
mtm  sMsed  by  the  Briddk  govenineBt. 

Thiiptt,  aad  oA^m  whioh.we  eoyld  iuuBiie»  wesse  wiy 
IMttloas  and  wild  attttupts^  yet  calculated  to  keep 
▼igikuce  alive ;  for  m  ereny  case  in  whnh  great  na- 
tnral  dificnkies  haTO  been  suimounted  by  such  en- 
tei^pirises,  it  has  been  because  these  cKlhsultiea  have 
been  too  much  feUed  upon.  But  while  such  preeati- 
)Mis  means  of  escape  were  preaented  ftam  tiflse  to  ttme^ 
Ae  diance  upon  which  Napoleon  aecredy  rdied  fiar 
lelease  from  his  present  situation,  was  Taniihmg  fipam 
hia  eyes. 

His  case  was  mentioned  in  the  H^mse  of  Coui!- 
racms,  but  incidentally  only,  on  the  ISth  July  1819. 
The  subject  was  introduced  mto  a  debate  on  finance 
when  Mr  C.  H.  Hutchbson  pointed  out  the  ye«pty 
expense  of  detaining  Napoleon  at  St  Helena,  whiA 
he  stated  to  amount  to  half-a-milficm  sterling,  as 
a  useless  expenditure  of  pubUc  money.  In  this 
statement  he  received  no  countenance  fimn  any  one 
except  Mr  Joseph  Hume.  It  was  answered  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  and  the  expense  was 
declared  not  to  exceed  a  fifth  part  of  the  sum  alleged. 
The  leading  members  of  Opposition  seemed  to  take 
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1M>  iBteiest  ill  the  questioti ;  and  it  was  b^dt«d  it ' 
S^  Hdtelia,  that'  Napoleon^s  ^sappointnitet  in  the* 
Yiapei  "wiAA  he  had  axtertained  of  their  stfong  a&d' 
overpowering  Interposition  in  his  behalf,  first  led  to 
Us  mettital  depi^esnon  and  total  abandonment  of  hope<  • 
The  complexion  of  the  times,  mdeed^  had  beeofn^- 
aoA  as  t6  sttrengthen  every  reason  irhieh  existed  for 
detunnig  Um  m  captivity.     The  state  of  England,* 
owing  to  the  discontent  and  stkfferings  of  the  itiantlfAc- 
turing  distriets,— and  more  espedaUy  that  of  Italy, 
convulsed  by  the  short-lived  revolutions  of  Naples 
and  Savoy,-^r6ndered  the  safe  custody  of  Napoleon 
a  matter  of  more  deep  import  than  it  had  been  ai- 
any  time  since  his  fall*  What  the  effect  of  his  name 
might  have  produced  in  that  moment  of  general  com* 
motion  camiot  be  estimated,  but  the  consequences  of 
his  escape  must  have  been  most  formidable. 

The  British  ministry,  aware  of  the  power  of  sudii 
a  tpkit  to  work  amongthe  troubled  dements,  anxi«^ 
onsly  eigoined  additional  vigilance  to  the  6o^«mor 
iifStHriena: 

^*  The  overthrow  of  the  Neapolitap  government, 
the  revolutionary  spirit  which  more  or  less  prevails 
over  all  Italy,  and  the  doubtful  sute  of  France  i^ 
adf,  must  excite  his  attention,  and  dearly  show  thak 
ii  crisis  is  fiwt  approaching,  if  not  already  arrived^ 
^ihexk  his  escape  would  be  productive  of  important 
omsequmces.    That  his  partisans  are  active  cipmot 
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bedMitod;  aadiflm^beeirfr  wOUtfgtobMwrdili^ 
mtleiiiptf  be  mil  nefer  aifayir  such  w  oppoftoiiily  Uk' 
caeape.  You  mil,  tb«rrfbce»  exert  all  yoiir  atteotioii 
in  wAtdiuig  his  proceediagp,  and  call  npoA  thie  Ad* 
rami  to  nee  liie  utmost  TigUances  as  upcm  tbo  uaTjf 
so  nueb  must  ullinitMy  dep^d''  * 

The  alarm  was  naloral»  but  theie  was  na  leak 
amse  for  iqpprehwiion.  Polities  and  war  wfm  n^^ 
Tsr  more  to  know  the  powesfol  inftMlce  of  Napo« 
l^eH  Btionapiirte.  His  lost  hopes  aggrtvating  tbr 
progress  of  the  cruel  dliease,  whidi  had  its  sounce 
in  the  stomach,  it  now  aflected  the  whole  finme^ 
and  undermined  the  strength  of  the  cimstitutiim* 
Death  was  now  finally  to  terminate  the  fietfol  and 
degrading  discosdons,  by  which  be  infljeted*  and 
from  which  he  received,  so  mudi  paiiu  and  to  open^ 
the  gates  of  a  prison,  for  which  Hope  hersdf  ogidd* 
aiaroe  present  another  key.  The  symptmss  of  diB« 
oiganisation  in  the  digestive  powers  became  aBttre 
mid  more  apparent,  and  his  reluetande  to  take  any 
medidne,  as  if  from  an  instinctiTO  persuauon  diet 
the  power  of  physic  was  in  vain,  continued  as  ob- 
sdnate  as  ever.  On  one  of  the  many  dispute 
whidi  he  maintained  on  this  anigeet,  he  aQMreied 
Antommarchrs  reasoning  t^us  i—^^^  Doctor,  no  fdiy^ 
Peking.    We  are,  as  I  already  told  yoUt  a  madiine 

,  '  _        I  I  ■  I  ...    I  J  Li-'' 

•  Dispatch  to  Sir  Hud«on  Lowe,  30th  September  18»X 
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ttiAdt  to  li?e.  We  wee  organized  for  that  porpoae, 
aad  audi  ia  our  nature:  Do  not  Counteract  the  living 
principle.  Let  it  alone— leave  it  the  liberty  of  de» 
fisndittg  itad&^it  will  do  better  than  fota  dnlgs. 
Our  body  is  a  watch,  that  is  Intended  to  go  for  a 
giten  time.  The  wiitchmaker  cannot  open  it ;  and 
musty  on  handling  it,  grope  his  way  blindfolded  and 
at  random.  For  once  that  he  assists  and  relieves  it 
by  dint  of  tormenting  it  with  his  crooked  instni*- 
ments,  he  injures  it  Iten  times,  and  at  last  destroys 
it.*"    This  was  on  the  14th  of  October  1820. 

As  die  £x-Emperor^s  health  grew  weaker,  it  can* 
not  be  thought  extraordinary  that  his  mind  became 
mcae  and  more  depressed.  In  lack  of  other  means  of 
amusing  himself^  he  had  been  somewhat  interested  in 
the  construction  of  a  pond  and  fountain  in  the  garden 
of  Loiigwood,  which  was  stocked  with  small  fishes. 
A  mixture  of  copperas  in  the  mastick  employed  in 
cem^iting  the  basin,  had  affected  the  water.  The 
Ct^tures,  which  had  been  in  a  good  measure  the  ob- 
ject of  Napoleon^s  attention,  began  to  sicken  and  to 
die.  He  was  deeply  affected  by  the  drcumstance, 
and,  in  language  stroilgly  resembling  the  beautiful 
verses  of  Moore,  expressed  his  sense  of  the  fotality 
whidi  seemed  to  attach  itself  to  him.  *\  Every  thntg 
I  love — everything  that  belongs  to  me,''  he  exclaim- 
ed,"^^'  is  immediately  struck.    Heaven  and  mankind 
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mate  ta  afflil^  P^""  "^  ^^  ^^  times  h^  Um^Mfti 
hb  4ec»y  of  e?««y.  The  bed,  be  wi4,  wm  pqw  ♦ 
pl9oe  of  hwiry,  which  he  would  not  exdiang^  Iqr  «U 
the  ihvQPes  m  the  universe.  The  ejefi*  whioh  for- 
jnpriy  wer^  so  vigilant,  could  nqw  sqpr^ly  bo  op^i^ 
cd.  He  reooUeelied  that  he  used  to  dictate  ia  %)r  or 
ev^  seoreM^s  »^  oppe,  **  But  then;'  he  said,  «  I 
▼as  Nappko»-f-»ow  I  am  no  longer  anythl^ig'-r-my 
Jtr^g*!  roy  faculties,  forsake  me— I  n^o  longer  liycf, 
I  (m]iy  e^t;."'  Often  be  renaained  sile^.fot  qifigr 
hours,  ^offis^^t  as  pvay  be  supposed,  much  pain,  «|d 
liyy^g^tn  profound  melancholy. 

About  the  22d  January  1821,  Nftp^i^^pp^arod 
to  resume  some  energy,  and  to  madce  sqpie  fttemj^  (o 
{^>mper  his  disease  by  e:icercise.  Up  mous^tf»d  his 
horse,  and  g^dloped,  for  the  last  time,  five  or  six 
miles  around  the  limits  of  Longwood,  but  nature  was 
overcpme  by  the  effort.  He  cpmpliai^ed  that  his 
sti^gth  was  sinking  \inder  him  rapidly. 

The  Governor  had  already  traiismitted  to  Bri- 
t|iin  accounts  of  Napoleon's  decay  of  health,  withoul 
having  it,  however,  in  his  power  to  ascertain  bow  fiir 
it  was  re^l,  or  how  &r  the  iippearances  were,  assit- 


•  "  'Xwas  ever  thus — from  childhood^s  hour 

Fve  seen  my  fondest  hopes  decay  ; 
i  I  nev^T  loved  a  tree  or  flower, 
But  was  the  first  to  fade  away." 
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Tlie  pitieiit  woold  neilher  Moeife  the  ^iii« 
«r  fttiy  £&c^  siHgeon  «  pkjraimn^  nor  wouU  he 
Mitborifle  the  eommumcation  «f  Dr  Antonuuttdu 
mth  Sir  Hudson  Lowe.  The  Govemor  was  obliged 
IQ»  state  aceottxi  to  of  the  priaeiier's  dediidiig  health  aa 
seporto,  the  realty  of  whkdi  hehadBOBaeana  of  aseer* 
tauiiQg.  The  generous  fe^ngi  of  the  Gaei^PeBwiK 
age  at  iheHeadaf  theBrtdah  Gemrnment  were  as- 
tnrally  deefily  interested  in  Ae  ftte  of  die  j^isoner, 
and  prAnpted  lam,  by  every  means  in  his  poiiev«  and 
especidly  by  espreasioBs  of  his  own  qrmpathy,  to  ex« 
tend  such  hope  and  comfort  to  Napokm  ashe  eonld 
be  anpposed  to  receiYe^  under  die  necesinty  of  hiaeoft* 
tknied  eapd^ky.  The  fellowiBg  is  Load  Bathwairs 
diepatch  to  Sir  Hudacm  Lowe  on  this  interesting 
subject,  dated  16th  February  1821 : 

<^  I  am  aware  how  difficuU  it  is  to  make  any  com* 
munksation  to  the  General  which  wiU  not  be  Hable  to 
misrepresentation ;  and  yet,  if  he  be  reaUy  ill,  he  may 
derive  some  consolation  by  knowing,  that  the  rspeat- 
ed  accounts  which  haye  of  late  been  trsnsmitted  of 
bis  declining  health  hare  not  been  reerived  with  in- 
difference. You  will,  therefore,  communicate  to  Gfo* 
neral  Buonaparte  the  great  mterest  which  his  Ma- 
jesty has  taken  in  the  recent  accounts  of  his  in- 
disposition, and  the  anxiety  which  his  Majesty  Ms 
to  afford  him  every  relief  of  which  his  situation 
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admits.  You  will  a»Buie  G^ertJ  Buoiwparte  tbst 
iKere  fa  no  alleViiMion  which  can  be  derived  from 
kdditional  medical  assistance,  nor  any  arrangement 
consistent  with  the  safe  custody  of  his  person  at 
St  Helena,  (and  his  Majesty  cannot  now  iiold  out 
any  expectation  of  his  removal,)  which  his  M^esty 
is  not  most  ready  and  desirous  to  afford.  You  will  not 
only  repeat  the  offer  which  has  already  been  more 
than  once  made,  of  such  further  medical  assbtance 
as'the  island  of  St  Helena  affords,  but  you  will  give 
him  the  option  of  procuring  the  attendance  of  any  of 
the  medical  gentlemen  who  are  at  the  Cape,  where 
^  there  is  one,  at  least,  of  considerable  eminence  in  his 
profession :  and  in  case  of  any  wish  beinjg  expressed 
by  the  General  to  receive  sueh  assisUmce,  you  wiU 
consider  yourself  authorised  to  make  a  communica- 
tion to  the  Cape,  and  take  such  other  measures  as 
may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  immediate  attend- 
ance of  the  person  whom  the  General  may  name.* 

Napoleon  had  not  the  satisfaction  to  know  thein-' 
terest  which  his  Majesty  took  in  his  illness,  which 
would  probably  have  afforded  him  isome  gleam  of 
(insolation.  The  tenor  of  the  letter  might,  perhaps, 
have  induced  him  to  think,  that  his  own  system  of 
pertinacious  contest  with  the  authorities  under' whose 
charge  he  was  placed,  had  been  so  far  injudicious,  as 
to  lead  to  doubts  of  the  reality  of  the  disorder  un- 
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der  which  he  waa  dying ;  and  had  therefore  been  one 
great  cause  of  intercepting  the  sympathy,  and  per- 
haps the  relief,  which  must  otherwise  have  extended 
itself  to,  a  situation  so  well  deserving  of  commisera- 
tion. 

Towards  the  end  of  February  the  disease  assu- 
med a  character  still  more  formidable,  and  Dr  An- 
tommarchi  became  desirous  of  obtaining  a  consul* 
tation  with  some  of  the  English  medical  men.  The 
Emperor'^s  aversion  to  their  assistance  had  been  in- 
creased by  a  well-meant  offer  of  the  Governor,  an- 
nouncing  that  a  physician  of  eminence  had  arrived  * 
at  the  island,  whom  he  therefore  placed  at  General 
Buonaparte's  devotion.* .  This  proposal,  like  every 
other  advance  on  the  part  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  had 
been  received  as  a  meditated  injury ;  <<  He  wants  to 
deceive  Europe  by  false  bulletins,^  said  Napoleon ; 
*'  I  will  not  see  any  one  who  is  in  communication  with 
him.^  To  refuse  seeing  every  physician  but  his  own, 
was  certainly  an  option  which  ought  to  have  been  left 
in  Napoleon's  choice,  and  it  was  so  left  accordingly. 
But  in  thus  obstinately  declining  to  see  an  impartial 
medical  man,  whose  report  must  have  been  conclu- 
sive respecting  his  state  of  health,  Napoleon  unques-^ 


•  Dr  Shortt,  physician  to  the  forces ;  who,  at  this  tune,  replaced 
Br  Baxter  as  principal  medical  officer  at  St  Helena,  and  to  whom 
wi  have  been  obliged  for  much  valuable  information. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ftionaUy  Atrengtbened  the  belief,  that  his  case  was  not 
so  deqperate  as  it  proved  to  be. 

At  length  the  £x»£siperor  consented  that  DrAn- 
tommaichi  should  consult  with  Dr  Aniott,  surgeon 
of  the  20th  Regiment  But  the  united  opinion  of  th<f 
ttedicsl  gentlemen  could  not  overcome  the  aversion 
of  Napoleon  to  medicine,  or  shake  the  belief  which  he 
r^osed  in  the  gloomy  doctrines  of  fiitalism.  ^^  Quod 
scriptum  JHSOfiwrnf^  he  replied  in  the  language  of  a 
Moi^em,  *'  All  that  is  to  happen  is  written  down. 
Our  hour  is  ji{^)ji^  rand  it  is  not  in  our  power  to 
.  claim  a  momj^tillnger  of  life  than  Fate  has  predes- 
tined for  us.'' 

Dr  AntoBunarchi  finally  prevailed  in  obtaining  ad- 
mittance for  Dr  Arnott  into  the  apartment  and  pre* 
sence  of  the  patient,  who  complained  chiefly  of  his 
stomach,  of  the  dispondon  to  vomit,  and  defidency 
of  the  digestive  powers. .  He  saw  him,  for  the  first 
time  on  Ist  April  1821,  and  continued  his  visits  regu-^ 
larly.  Napoleon  expressed  his  opinion  that  his  liver 
was  affected.  Dr  Amott^s  observations  led  him  to 
think,  that  though  the  action  of  the  liver  might  be 
imporfecty  die  seat  of  the  disease  was  to  be  looked  for 
elsewhere.  And  here  it  is  to  be  r^narked,  that  Na- 
poleon, when  Dr  Antommarchi  expressed  doubts  on 
tlie  state  of  his  stomach,  had  repelled  them  with 
sharpness,  though  his  own  private  belief  was,  that  ha 
was  a£aicted  with  the  disease  cf  his  father.    Thus, 
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witk  a  capricious  inconristcf&cy,  natural  enough  to  a 
aick-bed,  he  communicated  to  some  of  his  retinue  his 
sense  of  what  disease  afflicted  him,  though,  afraid  per* 
haps  of  some  course  of  medicine  being  proposed,  he 
did  not  desire  that  his  surgeon  shotdd  know  his  sus- 
pidotts.*  From  the  15th  to  the  25th  of  April,  Na- 
poleon  was  engaged  from  time  to  time  in  making  his 
testamentary  bequests,  of  which  we  shall  have  occa- 
sion to  make  somef  mention  hereafter,  as  illustrative 
of  his  peculiar  character  and  sentiments.  On  the  day 
last  mentioned,  he  was  greatly  exhausted  by  the  fatigue 
of  writing,  and  showed  symptoms  of  orer- excitation. 
Among  these  may  be  safely  included,  a  plan  which 
he  spoke  of  for  reconciling  all  religious  dissensions  in 
France,  which  he  said  he  had  designed  to  carry  into 
effect 

As  the  strength  of  the  patient  gradually  sunk, 
the  symptoms  of  his  disease  became  less  equivo- 
cal, until,  on  the  STth  April,  the  ejection  of  a 
'dark-coloured  fluid  gave  farther  insight  into  the  na- 
ture of  the  malady.  Dr  Antommarchi  persevered  in 
attributing  it  to  climate,  which  was  flattering  the 
wish  of  the  patient,  who  desired  to  lay  his  death 
upon  his  confinement  at  St  Helena;  while  Dr  Ar- 


*  Madame  Bertrand  mentioned  to  Dr  Shortt,  that  Napokon  con- 
nived himself  dying  o(  cancer  in  the  stomach,  which  she  considered 
as  a  mere  whim. 
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nott  expressed  his  belief  that  the  disease  wu  the 
same  which  cut  off  bis  fiUher  in  the  pure  air  of 
Montpellier.  Dr  Antommarchi,  as  usually  happens 
to  the  reporter  of  a  debate,  silenced  his  antagomst 
in  the  argument,  although  Pr  Amptt  bad  by  this 
time  obt^ned  the  patient^s  own  authority  for  the 
assertion.  Upon  the  28th  of  April,  Napoleon  gaye 
instructions  to  Antommarchi,  that  after  his  death  his 
body  should  be  opened,  but  that  no  English  me- 
dical man  should  touch  him,  unless  in  the  case 
of  assistance  being  absolutely  necessary,  in  which 
case  he  gave  Antommarchi  leave  to  call  in  that  of  Dr 
Amott  He  directed  that  his  heart  should  be  con- 
veyed to  Parma,  to  Maria  I^ouisa ;  and  requested 
anxipusly  that  his  stomach  should  be  particularly 
examined,  and  the  report  transmitted  to  his  son. 
*^  The  vomitings,^^  he  said,  '*  which  succeed  one  an- 
other without  interruption,  lead  me  to  suppose  that 
the  stomach  is,  of  all  my  organs,  the  most  diseased ; 
and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  it  is  attacked  with 
the  same  disorder  which  kiUed  my  ^ther,— •!  mean 
a  sdirhus  in  the  pylorus.^  On  the  Sd  May,  the  pa- 
tient returned  to  the  same  interesting  subject,  remind- 
ing Antomnaarchi  of  his  anxiety  that  the  stomadi 
should  be  carefully  examined.  ^^  The  physicians  of 
Montpellier  had  announced  that  the  scirrhus  in  the 
pylorus  would  be  hereditary  in  my  family.  Their 
report  is,  I  believe,  in  the  hands  of  Louis.   Ask  for 
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U,  wd  compare  it  with  your  own  obsenr^tions,  that 
I  mflfy  saye  my  son  from  the  sufferings  I  now  expe- 
rience.^ 

iboring  the  8d  May,  it  was  seen  that  the  life  of  Na- 
poleon was  drawing  evidently  to  a  close ;  and  his  fol- 
Iqw^s,  and  particularly  his  physician,  became  desiroiis 
to  call  in  more  medical  assistance ;— that  of  Dr  Shortt, 
phyadan  to  the  forces,  and  of  Dr  Mitchell,  surgeon 
ofthe  flag-ship,  was  referred  to*  Dr  Shortt,  however, 
thought  it  proper  to  assert  the  dignity  belonging  to 
his  profession,  and  refiised  to  g^ve  an  opinion  on  a 
case  of  so  much  importance  in  itself,  and  isttended 
with  so  much  obscurity,  unlesd  he  were  permitted  to 
see  and  examine  the  patient  The  officers  of  Napo* 
leon^s  household  excused  themselves,  by  professing 
that  the  Emperor'^s  strict  commands  had  been  laid 
on  them,  that  no  English  physician,  Dr  Amott  ex- 
cepted, should  approach  his  dying  bed.  They  said, 
that  even  when  he  was  speechless  they  would  be 
unable  to  brook  his  eye,  should  he  turn  it  upon  them 
in  reproof  for  their  disobedience. 

About  two  o^dock  of  the  same  day,  the  priest 
Vignali  admmistered  the  sacrament  of  extreme  une* 
tion..  Some  days  before,  Napoleon  had  explained  to 
him  the  manner  in  which  he  desired  his  body  should 
be  laid  out  in  state,  in  an  apartment  lighted  by 
torches,  or  what  Catholics  call  une  chambre  ardente. 
^^  I  am  neither,"'  he  sud,  in  the  same  phrase  which 
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we  have  fenneriy  quoted,  **  a  j^ilosopher  nor  a  phy- 
fflckii.  I  believe  in  God,  and  am  of  the  religion  of 
my  father.  It  is  not  everybody  who  can  be  an 
atheist.  I  was  bom  a  Catholic,  and  will  fulfill  all 
the  duties  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  receive  the 
assistance  whidi  it  administers."'  He  then  turned  to 
Dr  Antommarchi,  whom  he  seems  to  have  suspected 
of  heterodbxy,  which  the  Doctor,  however^  disowned. 
^  How  can  you  carry  it  so  far  ?"*  he  said.  ^^  Can  you 
not  believe  in  God,  whose  existence  every  thmg  pro- 
chdms,  and  in  whom  the  greatest  minds  have  be- 
UeVed?^ 

As  if  to  mark  a  clonng  point  of  resemblance  be- 
twixt Cromwell  and  Napoleon,  a  dreadfiil  tempest 
arose  on  the  4th  May,  which  preceded  the  day  that 
WIS  to  dose  the  mortal  existence  of  this  extraordinary 
man.  A  willow,  which  had  been  the  Exile's  fiivour- 
ite,  and  under  which  he  had  oftai  enjoyed  the  fiesh 
bceese,  was  torn  up  by  the  hurricane ;  and  almost 
all  the.  trees  about  Longwood  shared  the  same  fate. 

The  5th  of  May  came  amid  wind  and  rate.  Na* 
poleon's  passing  spirit  was  deliriously  engaged  in  a 
strife  more  terriUe  than  tibat  of  the  elements  around. 
The  words  **  tite  d^armie^  the  last  which  escaped 
his  lips,  intimated  that  his  thoughts  were  watchiag 
the  current  of  a  heady  fight  About  deven  minutis 
befinre  six  in  the  evening,  Napdeon,  after  a  struggle 
which  indicated  the  origiAal  strength  dfhis  censtitu- 
tion,  breathed  his  last. 
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TifB  officers  of  NapoIeon^s  houseliold  wete  dispo* 
led  to  have  the  body  anatomized  in  secret.  Bat  Sk* 
Hudeon  Lowe  had  too  de^  a  sense  of  the  responds 
faffi^  ander  which  he  and  his  country  stood,  to  per« 
mit  ihia  to  take  place.  He  declared,  that  even  if  he 
were  redaced  to  make  use  of  force,  he  would  insure 
die  presence  of  English  physicians  at  the  dissection. 

Generals  Bertrand  and  Montholon,  with  Maroh-^ 
and,  the  Talet-de-chiamfare  of  the  deceased,  were 
present  at  the  operation,  which  took  place  on  the 
6th  of  May.  It  was  also  witnessed  by  Sir  Tho« 
laaa  Beade,  and  some  British  staff-effieers.  I^ 
Thomas  Shortt,  Archibald  Amott,  Charles  Mitchell, 
Matthew  Livingstone,  and  Francis  Burton,  aU  of 
them  medical  men,  were  also  present.  The  cause 
of  death  was  sufficiently  evident.  A  lai^  uloer  oo* 
copied  almost  the  whole  of  the  stomach.  It  was  only 
the  strong  adhesion  of  the  diseased  parts  of  that 
organ  to  the  concave  surface  of  the  bbe  of  the  liver, 
wUch,  bdng  over'the  ulcer,  had  prolonged  the  pa» 
tient^s  life  by  preventing  the-escape  of  the  omtents 
of  the  stomach  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  AH  . 
the  other  parts  of  the  viscera  were  found  in  a  tdcr*^ 
Uy  healthy  state.  The  report  was  signed  by  the  Bri- 
tish medical  gentlemen  present.    Dr  Antommarchi 
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was  about  to  add  his  attestation,  when,  according  to 
information  which  we  consider  as  correct,  General 
Bertrand  interdicted  his  doing  so,  because  the  report 
was  drawn  up  as  relating  to  the  body  of  General 
Buonaparte.  Dr  Antommarchi^s  own  account  does 
not,  we  belieye,  greatly  differ  firom  that  of  the  British 
professional  persons,  though  he  has  drawn  conclusions 
firom  it  which  are  apparently  inconsistent  with  the  pa- 
tient^s  own  conviction,  and  die  ghastly  evidence  of  the 
anatomical  operation.  He  continued  to  insist  that 
his  late  patron  had  not  died  of  the  cancer  which  we 
have  described,  or,  in  medical  language,  of  scirrhus 
of  the  psoras,  but  of  a  chronic-ffostro-hepa^itis^  a 
disease  he  stated  to  be  endemic  in  the  island  of  St 
Helena ;  although  we  do  not  observe  it  asserted  or 
proved  that  the  hospital  of  the  island,  at  any  time, 
produced  a  single  case  like  that  of  the  deceased  cap- 
tive. 

The  gentlemen  of  Napoleon^s  suite  were  desirous 
that  his  heart  should  be  preserved  and  ^ven  to  their 
custody.  But  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  did  not  feel  himself 
at  libisrty  to  permit  this  upon  his  own  authority.  He 
j^reed,  however,  that  the  heart  should  be  placed  in  a 
silver  vase,  filled  with  spirits,  and  interred  along  with 
the  body ;  so  that,  in  case  his  instructions  from  home 
should  so  permit,  it  might  be  afterwards  disinhumcd 
and  toit  to  Europe* 

The  place  of  intermit  became  the  next  sulgect  of 
discussion.    On  this  subject  Napoleon  had  been  in- 
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conristent  His  testamentary  dlspoatiom  exprefted  a 
idsh  that  his  lemains  should  be  depofiitedon  the  bataks 
of  the  Seine ;  a  request  which  he  could  not  for  an  m- 
stant  suppose  would  be  complied  with,  and  which  ap- 
pears to  haye  been  made  solely  for  the  sake  of  pro- 
dudng  effect.  The  reflection  of  an  instant  would  have 
been  sufBdent  to  call  to  recollection,  that  he  would 
not,  while  in  power,  have  allowed  Louis  XVIIL  a 
grave  in  the  land  of  his  fathers ;  nor  did  he  permit  the 
remains  of  the  Due  D^Enghien  any  other  interment 
than  that  assigned  to  the  poorest  outcast,  who  is  hud^* 
died  to  earth  on  the  spot  on  which  he  dies.  But 
neither  did  the  agitated  state  of  the  public  mind,  now 
general  through  Italy,  recommend  the  measure. 

A  grave  for  the  Emperor  of  France,  within  the  li- 
mits of  the  rocky  island  to  which  his  last  years  were 
limited,  was  the  alternative  that  remained ;  and  sensi« 
ble  that  this  was  likely  to  be  the  case,  he  had  himself 
indicated  the  spot  where  he  wished  to  lie.  It  was  a 
small  secluded  recess,  called  Slane^s,  o^  Haines"  Val- 
ley, where  a  fountain  arose,  at  which  his  Chinese  do- 
mestics used  to  fill  the  silver  pitchers  which  they  car- 
ried to  Longwood  for  Napoleon^s  use.  The  spot  had 
more  of  verdure  and  shade  than  any  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ;  and  the  illustrious  Exile  was  often  accus- 
tomed to  repose  under  the  beautiful  weeping  willows 
which  overhung  the  spring.  The  body,  after  lying  in 
state  in  his  small  bed-room,  during  which  time  it  was 
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viiited  by  every  penon  of  condition  in  the  iftland» 
was  on  the  8th  May  carried  to  the  place  of  inter- 
ment The  pall  wluch  covered  the  opffin  was  the 
military  doidc  which  Napoleon  had  worn  at  the  battle 
of  Marengo.  The  membra  of  hia  late  household 
attended  as  mourners,  and  w^e  followed  by  the 
Governor,  the  Admiral,  and  all  the  civil  mi  mili- 
tary authorities  of  the  ishmd.  All  the  troqpa  were 
under  arms  upon  the  edeBiax  occasion.  As  the  road 
did  not  permit  a  pear  approach  of  the  hearse  te 
the  place  of  sepulture,  a  party  of  British  gsenadiers 
had  the  honour  to  bear  the  coffin  to  the  grave  The 
prayers  were  recited  by  the  priest,  Abb6  Vi^salt. 
Minute  guns  were  fired  from  the  Admiral'^s  ship. 
The  coffin  was  then  let  down  into  the  grave,  under 
a  discharge  of  three  successive  volleys  of  artillery, 
fifteen  {deces  of  cannon  firing  fifteen  guns  each.  A 
large  stone  was  then  lowered  down  on  the  graven  and 
covered  the  moderate  space  now  suffidciyit  fo  the 
man  for  whom  Europe  was  once  too  little. 
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CONCLUSION. 

AmEiYBP  at  the  ^inJusion  of  tlu9  momentous, 
narratiye*  the  render  may  be  disposed  to  pttuae  a 
nK»iie»t  to  reflect  00  the  char^^cter  of  that  woaderf ul 
person,  on  whom  Fortune  showered  so  many  favours 
in  the  banning  and  through  the  middle  of  his 
career,  to  overwhelm  its  close  with  such  deep  and 
^juwonted  afflictions. 

The  external  appearance  of  Napoleon  was  not  im«< 
ppsiog  at  the  first  ghince,  his  stature  being  only  five 
fe^  six  inches  English.  His  person,  thin  in  youth, 
aAd  somewhat  corpulent  in  age,  was  rather  delicate 
than  robust  in  outward  appearance,  but  oast  in  the 
mould  most  capable  of  enduring,  privation  and  fa* 
tigue.  He  rode  ungracefully,  and  without  the  com- 
mand of  his  horse  which  distinguishes  a  perfect  ca« 
valier  j  so  that  he  showed  to  disadvantage  when 
riding  beride  such  a  horseman  as  Murat  But  he  was 
fearless,  sat  firm  in  his  seat,  rode  with  rapidity,  and 
was  capable  of  enduring  the  exercise  for  a  longer 
lime  than  most  men.    We  have  already  mentioned 
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his  indifference  to  the  quality  of  bis  food,  and  his 
power  of  enduring  abstinence.  A  morsel  of  food^  and 
a  flask  of  wine  hung  at  his  saddle-bow,  used,  in  hift 
earlier  campaigns,  to  support  him  tac  days.  In  hia 
latter  wars,  he  more  frequently  used  a  earriqg^ ;  noty 
as  has  been  surmised,  from  any  particular  tUneas^ 
but  from  feeling  iii  a  frame  so  constantly  in  exercise 
the  premature  effects  of  age. 

The  countenance  of  Napoleon  is  familiar  to  ahnost 
every  one  from  description,  and  the  portraits  whidi 
are  found  everywhere.  The  dark-brown  hair  bare 
little  marks  of  the  attentions  of  the  toilet  The 
shape  of  the  countenance  approached  more  than  is 
usual  in  the  human  race  to  a  square.  His  eyes  were 
grey,  and  full  of  expression,  the  pupils  rather  large^ 
and  the  eye-brows  not  very  strongly  marked.  The 
brow  and  upper  part  of  the  countenance  was  rathei; 
of  a  stern  character.  His  nose  and  mouth  were 
beautifully  formed.  The  upper  Up  was  very  short. 
The  teeth  were  indifferent,  but  were  little  shown  in 
speaking.*  His  smile  possessed  uncommon  sweet- 
ness, and  is  stated  to  have  been  irresistible.  The  com- 
plexion was  a  clear  olive,  otherwise  in  general  colour^ 
less.  The  prevailing  character  of  his  countenance  was 
grave,  even  to  melancholy,  but  without  any  signs  of 


*  When  at  St  Helena,  he  was  much  troubled  with  toothach  and 
scurvy  in  the  gums. 
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severity  or  vkAence.  After  death,  the  placidity  and 
d^ity  of  expresribn  which  continued  to  occupy  die 
Aatures,  rendered  tbem  eminently  beautify,  and  the 
li&nimtioii  of  all  who  looked  on  them. 

Such  was  Napoleon's  exterior.  His  personal  and 
private  character  was  decidedly  amiable,  excepting 
in  one  particular.  His  temper,  when  he  reodved,  or 
thought  be  received,  provocation,  especially  if  of  a 
personal  character,  was  warm  and  vindtctive.  He 
was,  however,  placable  in  the  case  even  <^  his  ene« 
flSito,  providing  that  they  submitted  to  his  mercy ; 
but  he  had  not  that  species  of  generosity  which  re- 
spects  the  sincerity  of  a  manly  and  fair  opponent. 
On  the  oth^  band,  no  one  was  a  more  liberal  re« 
wiitder  of  the  attachment  of  his  friends.  He  was  an 
excellent  husband,  a  kind  relation,  and,  unless  wh^ 
state  poHcy  intervened,  a  most  affectionate  brother. 
Gfeneral  Gourgaud,  whose  communications  were  not 
in  every  case  to  Napoleon's  advantage,  states  him  to 
have  been  the  best  df  masters,  labouring  to  assist  all 
his  domestics  wherever  it  lay  in  his  power,  g^vii^ 
them  the  highest  credit  for  such  talents  as  they  ac- 
tually possessed,  and  imputing,  in  some  instances, 
good  quafities  to  such  as  had  Uiem  not 

There  was  gentleness,  and  even  softness,  in  his 
character.  He  was  afiteted  when  he  rode  over  the 
fidds  of  battle,  which  his  ambition  had  strewed  with 
the  dead  and  the  dying,  and  seemed  not  only  desirous 
to  relieve  the  victims,— issuing  for  that  purpose  di- 

VOL.   IX.  u 
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reotioBfl,  which  too  often  were  not,  and  could  not  be^ 
obeyed,— but  showed  hioiadf  subject  to  the  infla^nee 
ol  that  more  acute  and  imaginative  speeieB  of  tyvor 
pathy  which  is  termed  sennbUity.    He  mentions  a 
circumstance  which  indicates  a  deep  sense  jof  feeling. 
As  he  passed  over  a  fidd  of  battle  in  Italy,  with  some 
of  his  generals,  he  saw  a  houseless  dog  lying  cm  the 
body  of  his  shun  master.  The  creature  eame  towards 
them,  then  returned  to  the  dead  body,  moaned  over  it 
ptifully,  and  seemed  to  ask  their  assistance.  **  Whe^ 
ther  it  were  the  feeling  of  the  moment,^^  ocmtinued 
Napoleon,  ^^  the  scene,  the  hour,  or  the  circumstance 
itself,  I  was  never  so  deejdy  affected  by  anything 
which  I  have  seen  upon  a  field  of  battle.  That  man, 
I  thought,  has  perhaps  had  a  house,  friends,  com? 
rades,  and  here  he  lies  deserted  by  every  one  but  his 
dog.    How  mysterious  are  the  impresnons  to  which 
we  are  subject !  I  was  in  the  habit,  without  emotioB, 
of  ordering  battles  which  must  dedde  the  fate  of  a 
campaign,  and  could  look  with  a  dry  eye  on  the  exe* 
cution  of  manoeuvres  which  must  be  attended  with 
much  loss ;  and  here  I  was  moved— -nay,  painlbUy 
aflSficted— by  the  cries  and  the  grief  of  a  dog.     It  is 
certain  that  at  that  moment  I  should  have  been  more        i 
accessible  to  a  suppliant  enemy,  and  could  better 
understand  the  conduct  of  Achilles  in  restoring  the 
body  of  Hector  to  the  tears  of  Priam.''*    TheaMOf 

*  hn  Cues,  VoL  1.  purtie  ade^  p.  $. 
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dkM  at  mice  shoirs  tiiat  Napokoo  poswMCd  a  heart 
amenable  to  humane  feeHngs,  and  that  they  were 
usually  in  total  subjection  to  the  stem  precepts  of  mi« 
litary  stoicism.  It  was  his  common  and  expressive 
phrase,  that  the  heart  of  a  politician  should  be  in  his 
head ;  but  his  feelings  sometimes  surprised  him  in  a 
gentler  mood. 

A  calculator  by  nature  and  by  habit,  Napoleon 
was  fond  of  order,  and  a  friend  to  that  moral  am* 
duct  in  which  order  is  best  exemplified.  The  libels 
of  the  day  have,  made  some  scandalous  averments 
to  the  contrary,  but  without  adequate  foundauon. 
Napcdeon  respected  himself  too  much,  and  under, 
stood  the  value  of  public  opinion  too  well,  to  have 
plunged  into  general  or  vague  debauchery. 

Conadering  his  natural  disposition,  then,  it  may 
be  assumed  that  if  Napoleon  had  ccHitinued  in  the 
vale  of  private  life,  and  no  steong  temptation  of  pas* 
sbn  or  revenge  had  crossed  hb  path,  he  must  have 
h^ea  genemlly  regarded  as  one  whose  friendship  was 
every  way  desirable,  and  whose  enmity  it  was  not 
siMe  to  incur. 

But  th^  opportunity  afforded  by  the  times,  and 
die  elasticity  of  his  own  great  talents,  both  military 
and  political,  raised  him  with  unexampled  celerity  to 
a  qolieie  of  great  power,  and  at  least  equal  tempta* 
tion.  Ere  we  ccmsider  the  use  which  he  made  of  his 
ascendency,  let  us  briefly  review  the  causes  by  whidi 
it  was  accomplished. 
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Tbe  ooii8equ«&o«s  of  tb^  BcVolaUcto,  howeveF^v- 
t»l  to  private  families^  were  the  meana  of  fiililig  the 
ciMQdps  of  the  ntdiva  with  annies  of  a  desctttnioo 
vlueh  Eurqpe  had  never  seen  before,  and,  it  is  la  be 
boped^  will  never  ivitaesa  again.    There  was  ndlber 
lafQty,  honour,  nor  almost  subrntence,  in  any:(ldier 
profes»on  than  the  military ;  and  aceordingly  it  be- 
came the  refuge  of  the  best  and  briiyest  of  tbe>yauth 
of  France;  until  the  army  creased  to  consiat,  as  in 
jnof(t  nations,  of  the  miserable  and  disctfdetly  ehtaa  of 
the  community,  but  was  levied  in  the  body"  and  bo- 
som of  the  state,  and  compoaed  vi  the  iBower  of 
France,  whether  as  i^garded  health,  moral  quidities, 
or  elevation  of  mind.    With  such  men,  the  generds 
of  the  republic  achieved  many  and, great  victoiies, 
bvt  without  being  able  to  ensure  odrrespondiog  ad- 
vantages,   This  may  have  been  in  a  great  measure 
occasioned  by  the  dependence  in  which  these  leaders 
were  held  by  the  various  administrators  of  ihe  re- 
j)ublic  at  home-^-^  dependence  acoounted  for  by  the 
necessity  of  having  recourse  to  thcne  in  power  at 
Paris  for  the  means  of  paying  and  suppcurtilig  tlieir 
armies.  From  the  time  that  Napoleon  passed  the  Alps, 
he  inverted  this  state  of  things ;  and  made  the  new. 
jy  conquered  countries  not  only  maintain  the  amy 
by  means  of  contributions  and  confiscations,  but 
.even  contribute  to  support  the  Government.    Thus 
war,  which  had  hitherto  been  a  burden  to  the  re- 
public,  became  in  his  hands  a  source  of  pttblb  re- 
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vmat ;  while  the  youthfiil  Oeneral,  oontribudng  to 
the  income  of  the  state,  on  which  his  predecesson 
hod  been  dependent,  was  enabled  to  assert  the  free^ 
dom  at  which  he  speedily  aimed,  and  correspond 
Widi  the  Ohrectory  upon  a  footing  approaching  to 
eqilality.  His  talents  as  a  soldier,  and  situation  as 
a  victorious  general,  soon  raised  him  from  equality 
to  {ffe^anmence. 

.  These  talents  a}^lied  not  less  to  the;  general  ar« 
tangementsof  the  campaign,  than  to  the  dispositions 
for  actual  battle.  In  each  of  these  great  departmoits 
et  war,  Napoleon  was  not  merely  a  piipil  of  the  most 
approved  masters  of  the  art,-^e  was  ah  hnprover, 
an  innovator,  and  ^n  inventor. 
'  In  strategie,  he  applied  upoil  a  gigantic  scale  the 
prindiples  upon  which  Frederick  of  Prusoa  had  act. 
ed,  and  gained  a  capital  or  a  kingdom,  when  Frede* 
rick  would  have  won  a  town  or  a  province.  His 
system  was,  of  course,  that  of  assembling  the  great. 
e#t  posnUe  force  of  his  own  upon  the  vulnerable 
point  of  the  enemy^s  position,  paralysing,  perhaps, 
two  parts  of  their  army,  while  he  cut  the  third  to 
pieces,  and  then  fdlowing  up  his  position  by  de- 
•stroying  the  remainder  in  detail  For  this  purpose, 
ht  taught  generals  to  divide  didr  armies  upon  the 
Aiaroh,  with  a  view  to  celerity  of  movement  and  fiu 
dlity  of  supply,  and  to  unite  them  at  the  moment  of 
contest,  where  an  attack  would  be  most  feebly  resists 
ed,  because  least  expected.     For  this,  idso,  he  first 
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threw  aside  all  spedes  of  baggage  which  eoui^  pot^ 
nbly  be  dispensed  with—supplied  the  want  of  mags* 
zines  b j  the  contributions  exacted  from  the  oountry^ 
or  collected  from  hidividuals  hj  a  regular  system  of 
marauding'-— discontinued  the  use  of  tents,  and  trust- 
ed to  bivouacking  with  hb  soldiers,  where  hamlets 
could  not  be  fotmd,  and  there  was  no  time  to  eieot 
huts.    His  system  was  fuinous  in  point  of  lives,  for 
even  the  military  hospitals  were  often  dispensed  widi'; 
but  although  Moreau  termed  Napoleon  a  conqueror 
at  the  rate  of  ten  thousand  mm  a^day,  yet  the  saori* 
.fice  for  a  length  of  time  uniformly  attained  the  ob* 
ject  for  which  it  was  designed.    The  enemy  who 
bad  remained  in  their  extensive. cantonments,  dis- 
tracted by  llie  reports  of  various  columns  moving  in 
diiierent  directions,  were  surprised  and  defeated  by 
the  umted  force  of  the  French,  which  had  fc^rmed  a 
junction  where  and  when  it  was  least  expected.    It 
was  not  till  they  had  acquired  the  art  of  withdrawing 
from  his  attack  so  soon  as  made,  thatthe  allies  learn- 
ed to  defeat  the  efforts  of  his  moveable  columns. 

Napoleon  was  not  less  origfaial  as  a  tactician  than 
as  a  strategist  His  manoeuvres  on  the  fidd  of  bait, 
tie  had  the  promptness  and  decision  of  the  thun- 
derbolt. In  the  actual  shock  of  conflict,  as  in  die 
preparations  which  he  had  made  for  bringmg  it  on, 
his  object  was  to  amuse  the  enemy  upon  many  points, 
while  he  ofq>res8ed  one  by  an  unexpected  force  of 
numbers.  The  breaking  through  die  line,  die  CuA- 
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tog  of  a  .Bank,  which  had  been  his  object  from  the 
ixiamemotmesBi  of  the  fight,  lay  usually  disguised  un* 
der  a  great  uumber  of  previous  demonstrations,  and 
fas  not  attempted  until  both  the  moral  and  physical 
ferae  of  the  enemy  was  impaired  by  th^  length  of 
the  combat  It  was  at  this  period  that  he  brought 
uphift  Guards,  who,  impatient  of  inactivity,  had  been 
held  in  readiness  for  hours,  and  now,  springing  f or- 
waird  like  wolf-dogs  from  the  leash,  had  the  glorious 
.  task,  in  which  they  rarely  failed,  of  deciding  the  long- 
sustained  contest.  It  may  be  added,  as  further  cha- 
ractvistie  of  his  tactics,  that  he  preferred  employing 
the  order  of  the  column  to  that  <^  the'  line ;  perhaps 
on  account  of  the  faith  which  he  might  rest  in  the 
.cKtveme  valour  of  the  French  officers  by  whom  the 
oolumn  was  headed. 

The  interest  which  Napoleon  preserved  in  the 
French  soldier's  affection  by  a  frequent  distribution 
<d  prizes  and  distinctions,  as  well  as  by  his  familiar 
notice  of  their  persons,  and  attention  to  their  wants, 
joined  to  his  possession  of  absolute  and  independent 
command,  rendered  it  no  difficult  matter  for  him  to  se- 
cure, tbrar  support  in  the  revolution  of  the  eighteenth 
Brumaxre,  and  in  placing  him  at  the  head  of  affairs. 
Host  part  of  the  nation  were  heartily  Ured  by  this 
time  of  the  continually  unsettled  state  of  the  govem- 
menty  and  the  various  changes  which  it  had  expe- 
riaioed,  from  the  visionary  speculations  of  the  Guxm- 
dista^  the  brutal  and  bloody  ferocity  of  the  Jacobins, 
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Mid  die  sordid  and  uodamded  veranlilky  mM  inibeQili- 
ty  <^  the  Difeetory  ;  and  the  people  indjeMral  deiii> 
ned  a  settled  form  of  govemment^  which,  if  ^»&Be^ 
ehould  be  more  stable  in  duration^  and  hMer  cakuk 
lated  to  aaynire  to  individuals  the  protection. of  fm^ 
perty  and  of  personal  freedom,  than  those  wfaifdi  had 
followed  the  downfall  of  the.monarchy.  A  iucoenu 
ful  generid,  of  a  character  more  tinud,  or  oonscienoe 
more  tender,  than  that  of  Napoleon,  might  have  at- 
tempted  the  restoration  c^  the  Bourbons.  But  i^ 
pokon  foresaw  the  difficulties  which  would  occur  1^ 
an  attempt  to  recon^e  the  recall  of  the  emigiants  to 
the  assutance  ci  the  national  sales^  and  aptly  oondu- 
ded,.that  the  parties  which  tore  France  to  pieces  would 
be  most  readily  amalgamated  together  under  the  au* 
thority  of  one,  who  was  in  a  great  measure  a  stranger 
to  them  all. 

Arrived  at  the  possessibn  of  supmne  power,  a 
height  that  dassles  and  confounds  so  many,  Napo. 
teon  seemed  only  to  occupy  the  station  tor  whkii  he 
was  bom,  to  which  his  peculiar  powars  adapted  Inm, 
mid  his  brilliant  career  of  success  gave  hkn,  under 
all  drcumstances,  an  irresistible  cUim.  HefMntittued, 
therefore,  with  a  calm  mind  and  enlightened  wisdom, 
to  ocmoder  the  means  of  rendering  his  pdwer  iteUe, 
of  desttoying  the  republican  impulse^  and  estuft^sh- 
ing  a  monardiy,  of  whic^  he  destmed  himself  to  be 
the  monarch.  To  most  men  the  attempt  to  nsvi^ 
in  favour  of  a  milkary  adventurer,  a  feim  of  ^vem- 
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nuot,  whibh  ImuI  fawn  reJMtod  by  wlMt  leeiiMdl  thei 
i^Moe  of  tlw  nation  with  limvennd  aixkim,  i|^^ 
aeeiDed  an  act  of  dcspetftion.  The  partisans  of  the 
Bepohbe  wore  able  statesmen',  and  man  of  superior 
talent,  aoeustomed  also  to  rule  the  fierce  democracy, 
and  oi^ganize  those  mtrigues  which  had  overthnwm 
crown.and  altar;  and  it  was  hardly  to  be  supposed 
that  such  m^i  would,  were  it  but  for  shame's  sake, 
have  seen  their  ten  years^  labour  at  once  swept' away 
by  the  sword  of  a  yoqag  though  successful  General* 

But  Napolecm  knew  himsdf  and  them ;  and  felt  the 
conMence,  that  those  who  had  been  associates  in  the 
power  acquired  by  former  revolutions,  must  be  now 
content  to  innk  into  the  instruments  of  his  advance* 
ment^  and  the  subordinate  agents  of  his  authority, 
ocmtented  with  such  a  share  of  spoil  as  that  with 
which  the  lion  rewards  the  jackidl. 

To  the  kingdom  at  large,  upon  every  new  stride 
towards  power,  he  showed  the  certificate  of  superior 
efficacy,  guaranteed  by  the  most  signal  suocess ;  and 
he  assumed  the  empire  of  France  under  the  proud 
title,  Detwr  d^i^^iftto.  Neither  did  his  actions  up 
to  this  point  encourage  any  one  to  challenge  the  de* 
feets  or  flaws  of  his  title.  In  practice,  his  govern^ 
ment  was  brilliant  abroad,  and,  with  few  exceptions, 
Hbeial  and  moderate  at  home.  The  abominable  mur- 
der of  the  Due  d^Engfaien  showed  the  vindictive 
spirit  of  a  savage ;  but,  in  general,  tiie  public  actions 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


314  LiFB  or 

of  Napcdeon,  «t  the  commeDoefnent  of  his  career^ 
iMie  highly  laudable.  The  battle  of  Mani^igo,  wilb 
ks  coneequeoces,— the  softemag  of  civil  discord,  the 
reooncikatioit  with  the  Church  of  Borne,  the  recall 
of  the  great  body  of  the  emigrants,  and  the  revivi& 
cation  of  National  Juri^udenGe,-*-were  all  events 
calculated  to  flatter  the  imagination,  and  even  gain 
the  affections,  of  the  people^ 

But',  with  a  d^cterity  peculiar  to  himself.  Napoleon 
prooeeded,  while  abolishing  the  Bepublic,  to  press 
into  his  service  those  vary  demooratical  piin^iipJiies 
which  had  given  rise  to  the  Bevolution,  and  encou- 
raged the  attempt  to  fouml  a  commonwealth*  His 
sagadty  had  not  failed  to  observe,  that  the  popular 
objections  to  the  ancient  government  were  founded 
less  upon  any  objection  to  the  Boyid  authority  in  it- 
self, than  a  dislike,,  amounting  to  detestation^  of  the 
privileges  which  it  allotted  to  the  nobles  and  to  the 
clergy,  who  held,  from  birth  and  oflice,  the  right  to  fill 
the  superior  ranks  in  every  profession,  and  barred  the 
competition  of  all  others,  however  above  them  in  mfrit 
When,  therefore.  Napoleon  constructed  his  new  form 
of  monarchical  government,  he  wisely  considered  that 
he  was  not,  like  hereditary  monarchs,  tied  down  to  any 
pardcular  rules  arising  out  of  ancient  usage,  bu^ 
bang  himself  creator  of  the  power  which  he  wield- 
ed, he  was  at  liberty  to  model  it  according  to  his  own 
pleasure.  He  had  been  raised  also  so  easily  to  the 
throne,  by  the  general  acknowledgment  of  his  me- 
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1^  Ibat  he  hadaol  needed  the  asBistaoceof  a  (Murty  oi' 
Ilk  own ;  eoBaequeiitlyy  being  unlimited  by  previous 
esgi^^eDieBts,  and  by  the  necessity  of  gratifyii^  (dd 
partizana,  or  ao^wing  new  ones,  his  eonduct  was  in 
a  "vary  unusual  d^pree  free  and  unlimited* 

Having,  therefore,  attained  the  summit  of  hu* 
Bsan  power,  he  proceeded,  advisedly  and  delibe* 
rately,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  his  throne. on  that 
democratic  prmcnple  which  had  opened  his  own  career, 
and  wluch  was  the  throwing  open  to  merit,  though 
without  farther  title,  the  road  to  success  in  every  de* 
pwttm^it  of  the  state.  This  was  the  secret  key  of 
Napoleon's  policy ;  and  he  was  so  well  aided  in  the 
use  of  it,  by  acute  percepticm  of  character,  as  well  as 
by  good  nature  and  good  feeling,  (both  of  which,  in 
his  cool^  mom^its,  he  possessed,)  that  he  never, 
through  all  his  vicisatudes,  lost  an  opportunity  of 
condhating  and  {^easing  the  multitude  by  evincing 
a  well-timed  attention  to  distinguish  imd  reward  ta> 
lent.  To  this  his  conversation  perpetually  alluded; 
and  for  this  he  dmms,  and  is  entitled  to,  the  highest 
praise.  We  have  little  hesitation  in  repeating,  that  it 
was  this  opening  a  full  career  to  talent  of  every  kind, 
which  was  the  key-stone  of  his  reputation,  and  the 
miun  foundation  o{  his  power.  Unhappily,  his  love 
of  merit,  and  disposition  to  reward  it,  were  not  found* 
ed  exdueively  Upon  a  patriotic  attention  to  the  public 

welfare,  far  less  on  a  purely  benevdent  desire  to  re<- 
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ward  what  was  praiseworthy ;  but  upon  a  piincii^ 
of  selfish  policy,  to  which  must  be  ascribed  a  great 
part  of  his  success,  no  fflnaU  pcNrtion  of  his  B^sfiur- 
tunes,  and  almost  all  his  political  crimes. 

We  have  quoted  elsewhere  the  description  giTen 
of  the  Emperor  by  his  bro&er  Luci^r,  in  a  mmnent 
probably  of  spleen,  but  which  h|U3  been  neverihe' 
less  confirmed  by  almost  all  the  perscxis  hubitadtf 
conversant  with  Napoleon,  at  whom  we  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  making  inquiries.  <'  His  conduct,^' 
sttd  his  brother,  ^  is  entirely  regulated  by  his  pc^cy, 
and  his  policy  is  altogether  founded  upon  ^gotiim.^ 
No  man,  perhaps,  ever  possessed  (under  the  i^sftic- 
tions  to  be  presently  mentioned,)  so  intense  a  propor- 
tion of  that  selfish  principle  which  is  so  commmi  to 
humanity.  It  was  planted  by  nature  in  bis  heart, 
and  nourished  by  the  half  monastic,  half  military 
education,  which  so  early  separated  him  ftom  social 
ties ;  it  was  encouraged  by  the  consciousness  of  pos^ 
sessing  talents  which  rendered  him  no  mate  fisr  the 
ordinary  men  among  whom  his  lot  seemed  cast ;  and 
became  a  confirmed  habit,  by  the  desolate  condition 
in  which  he  stood  at  his  first  outset  in  life,  without 
friend,  protector,  or  patron.  The  praise,  the  pro- 
motion he  received,  w^e  given  to  his  genius,  not  to 
his  person ;  and.  he  who  was  conscious  of  having  for- 
ced his  own  way,  had  little  to  bind  him  in  gratitude 
^or  kindness  to  those,  who  only  made  room  for  him  be- 
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came  they  duvst.  not  0|^ose  him.  HiB  mbUion  was 
•  iBodificatiM  of  selfithneBs^  suUime  indeed  in  its 
eflSsets  and  conaequences,  but  yet,  when  strictly  an- 
alyied,  leaving  Utile  but  egotkm  in  the  craeible. 

Oojr  readers  are  not,  however,  to  suppose,  that  the 
sdfidmeiBof  Napdeenwaa  of  that  ordinary  and  odt* 
iHia  character,  which  makes  men  miserly,  oppressive, 
atid  fraudulent  in  private  life ;  or  which,  under  milder 
ftatures,  limits  their  exertions  to  such  enterprises  as 
may  contribute  to  thdr  own  individual  profit,  and 
doses  the  heart  against  feelings  of  patriotism,  or  of 
social  benevolence.  NapoIeon^s  egotism  and  love  of 
self  was  of  a  far  nobler  and  more  elevated  kind, 
though  founded  on  simflar  motives;— ji&t  as  the  wbgs 
of  the  eagle,  who  soars  into  the  r^ons  of  the  sun, 
move  on  the  same  principles  with  those- which  cannot 
bear  the  dunghill  fowl  over  the  pales  of  the  poultry* 
yard. 

To  explain  our  meaning,  we  may  add,  that  Napo- 
leon loved  France,  for  France  was  his  own.  He  stn- 
disd  to  confer  benefits  upon  her,  for  the  profit  redound* 
ed  to  her  Emperor,  whether  she  received  amended 
iastitittions,  or  ailarged  territories.  He  represent- 
ed, aa  he  boasted,  the  People  as  well  as  the  Sovereign 
of  France ;  he  engrossed  in  his  own  person  her  im- 
munities, her  greatness,  her  glory,  and  was  bound  to 
conduct  himself  so  as  to  exalt  at  the  same  time  the 
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Emperor  and  the  empire.  Slill,  howetar,  the  Sore- 
reign  and  the  state  might  be,  aAd  at  length  acti»« 
ally  were,  separated ;  and  the  egotistical  character  of 
Buonaparte  could,  after  that  separation,  find  amuse- 
ment and  interest  in  the  petty  scale  of  Elba,  to  which 
his  exertions  were  then  limited.*  Like  the  magic 
tent  in  die  Arabian  Tales,  his  faculties  could  expand 
to  inclose  half  a  world,  with  all  its  cares  and  desti- 
nies, or  could  accommodate  themsdves  to  the  con- 
cerns of  a  petty  rock  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  his 
own  convenielices  when  he  retreated  to  its  predncts. 
We  believe  that  while  France  acknowledged  Napo-^ 
leon  as  Emperor,  he  would  cheerfully  have  laid  down 
his  life  for  her  benefit ;  bat  we  gready  doubt,  i^  by 
merely  raising  his  finger,  he  could  have^  made  her 
happy  undes  the  Bourbons,  whetiier  (unless  the 
merit  of  the  action  had  redounded  to  his  own  per- 
sonal fame,)  that  finger  would  have  been  lifted.  In 
a  word,  his  feelings  of  self-interest  were  the  centrdl 
point  of  a  circle,  the  circumference  of  whidi  may  be 
extended  or  contracted  at  pleasure,  but  the  centre 
itself  remains  fixed  and.unchangedi 

It  is  needless  to  inquire  how  far  this  solicitous,  and 
we  must  add,  enlightened  attention  to  his  own  interest, 
fiunUtated  Buonaparte^  ascent  to  the  supeme  power. 


See  Vol.  VIII.  p.  230. 
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l¥e  daily  mtaeM  indmduak^  possessed  ci  a  very 
moderate  proporlioii  of  parts,  who,  by  intently  ap- 
{dying  themselves  to  the  prosecution  cf  some  parti- 
calar  object,  without  being  drawn  aside  by  the  calls 
of  pleasure,  the  seductions  of  indolence,  ox,  odier  in- 
terruptions, succeed  ultimately  in  attaining  the  otgect 
of  llieir  widies.  When,  therefore,  we  conceive  the 
powerful  mind  of  Napoleon,  animated  by  an  un* 
bounded  vivactly  of  imagination,  and  an  unconquev- 
Me  tenacity  of  purpose,  moving  forward,  without 
deviadon  or  repose,*  to  the  accomplishment  of  ils 
purpose,  which  was  nothing  less  than  to  acquire  the 
domuiion  of  the  whole  world,  we  cannot  be  surpri- 
aed  at  the  immense  height  to  which  he  raised  him« 
8el£ 

But  the  egotism  which  governed  his  actbns,-HBub- 
jeet  always  to  the  ezerdse  of  his  excellent  sense,  and 
the  cultivation  of  his  interest  in  the  public  oj^num, 
«^]n  a  great  measure  it  &voured  the  success  of  his 
various  enterprises,  did  him  in  the  end  much  more 
evil  dum  good ;  as  it  instigated,  his  most  desperate 
enterprises,  and  was  the  source  of  his  most  ineKCu- 


Moderate  politidans  will  agree,  that  after  the 
Imperial  system  was  substituted  for  the  BepubUcan, 
the  Chief  Mapstrate  ought  to  have  assumed  and 
exerted  a  connderaUe  strength  of  authority,  in  or- 
der  to  maintain  that  re-establishment  of  dvil  order. 
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lluit  protection  of  the  eziitnig  sitit  of  tkti^  wkUh 
was  neomuatj  to-termiiiste  the  wfld  liid  ekongebliv* 
euntnce  of  perpetual  roTolntioiis.  Had  NifnkoD 
stopped  here,  Ids  condnct  would  have  been  onMatne- 
able,  and  unUamed,  unless  by  the  more  devoted  f<d* 
bwers  of  the  House  of  Bourbon,  against  whom  Pxovi- 
denee  appeared  to  most  men  to  have  doasd  thergafee 
of  restoration.  Bntfaisprindples  of  egotism  wooldnot 
be  satisfieduntil  he  had  totally  destroyedevery  vestige 
oof  those  fiee  instttutions,  which  had  hem  acquired 
by  Ae  perils,  the  bbod,  the  tears  of  the  Revohtkm, 
and  reduced  France,  save  &r  the  influence  of  public 
opinion,  to  the  condition  of  Constantinople  or  «f 
Algiers*  It  was  a  merit  to  raise  up  the  throne^  k 
was  natural  that  he  who  did  so  should  himself  occu- 
py it ;  since  in  ceding  it  to  the  Bourbons,  he  must 
have  betrayed  those  at  whose  bands  he  accepted 
power ;  but  to  plunder  the  nation  of  thdr  privfleges 
as  fiee-bom  men,  was  the  act  of  a  panidde.  The 
na^n  lost  under  bis  successive  enooadimei^  what 
liberty  the  ancient  government  had  left  them,  and 
sU  those  rights  which  had  been  acquired  by  the  Be^ 
volution.  Political  franchises,  individual  interests, 
the  property  of  mtmidpalities,  the  prcgreas  of  educa< 
tion,of  adence,  of  mind  and  sentiment,  all  were  usurp- 
ed by  the  government.  France  was  one  immoiae 
army,  under  the  absolute  authority  of  a  military 
commander,  subject  to  no  cpntrol  nor  responsibility. 


13 
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Ifi  lliftt^^fttioii,  M  ktdy  agitftted  by  the  tt%htly  as* 
flOoUy  «f  tliottsaifls  of  prikical  clubs,  no  class  of 
cUsena  tmier  any  supposaUedrcumatances,  had  the 
nght  of  uniting  in  the  expresrion  of  theiv  opinibns. 
Nriiher  in  the  maDaera  nor  in  the^  laws,  did  there 
lemain  any  popular  means  of  retiatbg  the  errors  or 
abuses  of  the  administration.   Frmce  resembled  the 
political  carcase  of  Constantinople,  wiAouf  die  in* 
siriboidiBation  of  Ae  Pachas,  Ae  underhand  resist^ 
of  the  Ulemas,  and  the  frequent  and  damoroiw 
tofthe  Janiaories.^         • 
WUlst  Napoleon  destroyed  successively  every 
terrier  of  puMic  liberty-^while  he  built  new  state 
prisons,  and  established  a  high  police,  which  filled 
France  with  spies  and  jailers-^while  he  took  the 
diarge  of  the  press  so  exclusively  into  his  own  hand 
«*-4us  policy  at  once,  and  his  egotism,  led  him  to  un- 
dertake those  immense  public  works,  of  greater  or 
ksB  utility  or  ornament  as  the  chance  might  be,  but 
windi  were  sure  to  be  set  down  as  monuments  of  the 
Emperor^s  splendour.    The  name  given  him  by  tfie 
working  dasaes,  of  the  Greneral  Undertaker,  was  by 
no  means  ill  bestowed;  but  in  what  an  incalculably 
greater  degree  do  audi  works  succeed,  when  raised 
by  the  akill  and  industry  of  those  Who  propose  to  im- 


•  Histoire  de  la  Guerre  de  la  P^ninsule,  par  O^ndral  Foy 
VOL.   IX.  X    ' 
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pNire  liwiff  cspilil  by  i3m  admUvxt^  Am  ^^km 
dUnbk  tb9  ezpnme  it  Miplo]r«d«i  tb9  aibttiiay  wH 
id  a  d«polic  aaveiwgB  i   Yet  il  bad  btw  mU  if 

tiM  only  riiwqpwiilrini  vUbb  NtppWoii  ofiiied  I0 
dte  iM^^^  Fiwce  ftr  dM  Ub6Ki^ 
Ifaeiii.  BttlhtpoHfdoiil.todMw^fliid^lMmdviA 
them,  to  dmwm  all  fMiftl  end  dfginding  nwfiHei 
tioM,  the  iatesoeting  end  fetel  ^mighi  ofmajtwy 
l^evy  end  wiveieel  dominetinn.    To  la|r  the  vhtfe 
mnrene  piostrele  eft  the  foot  of  Fienee^'vUle  Am^ 
ikBKt^Am€£CuispB^AmMhwM 
■nk  Aen  the  imof  hwovnEvpow'g  efaMree»  ii«a 
iheglgentie  pe^jeot  eft  nhicb  he  lihoneei  with,  emh 
ttnecione  nwdnfty*    It  wn  the  SivpkieeDL  Mw% 
iKhkdi  he  letted  e9  high  np  the  hill,  theft  et  hi^ 
he  wm  emdbed  nnder  ite  pweipitete  eeMiL 

The  inein  oljecta  of  that  iMeenee  c  nfte^fije  wwe 
endi  ee  hed  been  undeKleken  ybMIe  hie  nniit  erf*  en^ 
biftmives  et  iu  heights  end  no  enederaGkevm  in 
hie  eounciLi,  to  inteifive  with  the  KeGbtfione  whieh 
heedopted.  Hndtheee been kee eminently  gweeoi 
fid,  it  ie  pQflriUo  he  migbft  have,  inneed^  n^d.^eidiftpi 
might  heve  preArndthe  tein^m,  iemeiteC>mu«(i 
^edir  miij^  have  iwideied  one  Img^tm  ftan.iid 
heppy,  to  the  falgnguion  of  ell  Ewope.  Bnt  Ner 
pelecm's  career  of  eonetent  fnd  uninteRt^ted  ei^ 
oem  imder  the  moet  diiadventi^geene  ciieumetaMWi 
together  with  hie  implied  belief  in  hie  Destiny,  con. 
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n^'^^ln  Ac  Tdn  <^  comflEioB  men,*  and  kidveeA  Ito 

MttMMd  lett  lijp  the  result  of  ie»oD  thm  bf  « in- 
i£tiidl  'Msiifttiice  01  success.  After  giestiusesniegMi^ 
bl^is  Slid  somedinres  to  hare  shoup  a  eorrestMnttigf 
ddpitsaioB;  end  tbenee  lie  resigned  four  tiawe  A^ 
dftsge  of  his  imy  when  he  Ibmid  Us  tttaitiDiiea^ 
bSMMBii^,  ae  tf  no  longer  feeMng  ccnideilee  in  Mi 
<Mi  ttind)  or  conceiviBg  he  wa»  deserted  fer  ihe  buk 
iiMifl%y  his gaaldum  geetea  There  wen  siaiaar 
dteniations,  too,  aooordnig  to  Gmeial  Goiirgaa£» 
aewtnit)  hi  his  oMiTirsetioii.  At  times,  he  iv^odd 
apeakMlW'tf  deity,  al  others^  in  tha  s^le  of  a  ?esy 


Te  the  egoiiiBaof  NapoUKH^  we  toKj  abo*  i 
tlftf  geMial  wkk  dl  deeepiMi  which  BMriEed  bia 
pMk?  pefioy,  and,  when  ifinir«ft  wpon  anhjeetv  hi- 
las  oww  ehNKraetor  was  Implieatadi  hie  fkmm 


-^wVm  ptMk  caysiiy>  he  had  ao^eafiiplettily  fMa^ 
ithrtajjihe  Kbasq^  ef  the  pMK^  that  Fianee  eoddf 
liisim  ihwift  aivUirer  hot  tfuwag^  Napelian'#awtf 
linMBtinsi>  TOir  hattfe  of  TiwMgwi  tms  noahhta* 
«a  iiil  imiafcinoMlaa  after  if  kad  heaw  lbi«kir  w* 

MHBW'^wWPvaaiH^  HHPBIlsaBQHai*  9  esni  so  iwuip  nm^ 
tefciwM  -Ik*  ■Mttlt  «plMl  MMMi  iie  «Mi«ll  itt 

aaHsansaiw  nafflpaS'  waPS''aasOT  HaspnRaa,'«nawf  <^wsno 
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rm9  efiBfmg  wban  ilie  iMlde  of  MoMMMe  w» 
fiNq^  the  .Meniteiir,  the  ddff  o^gmi  of  puMie  in^ 
tiHigeMe,  was  oopupied  m  a  eomnientaiy  on  mmi- 
gt^fhkf  and.  a  criticiaa  <»i  a  Arana  on  the  subject 
«C  tbe.dbaite  SimnMh.  The  hiding  the  tradi  is 
<pljr ew step. to  theiaventuni of  ftlsdood,  and^  as 
a  peiMidieal  pttUifher  of  news,  Njapcdeon  beeame  se 
onuiieiit  for.botb,  that,  to  <<  lie  like  a  buUetin,''  be* 
eame  an  adppt^  expression,  not  liicely  soon  to  lose 
graind  in  the  French  lai^^aage,  and  the  mosre  dis- 
giieefiil  to  Napoleon,  that  he  is  wdl  hnsiwii  to  have 
mkifm.  thofle  official  docmnents  in  most  inrtimwis 
liilPffjf, 

£fen  this  dec^re  system,  tfau  pku  of  allff- 
aalciy  Iceeprag  the  nation  m  ignorance,  or  abnsiflf  it 
by  fiibdiood,  intimated  a  sense  of  respeet  finr  pdUie 
cfWan.  Men  love  darkness,  because  their  deeds  are 
eviL  Nqpoleon  dared  not  have  sidbmkted  to  the  pob^ 
liean  mJK^goised  statment  itf  his  perfidious  and  trea- 
clwotte  attacks  upon  Spain,  than  whidi  a  nme  groM 
hieaA  of  general  good  faith  and  eacprtii^  treaties 
eottU  scirce  have  been  eenceifvd.  Nor  woold  he 
hare  chosen  to  plead  at  the  pnbfie  bar,  die  policy  of 
Ml  eentinwtal  system^  adopted  in  told  ignoraaeeoT 
die  maxinis  of  poliybieal  economy,  and  the  oonse- 
9mces  of  which  were,  first,  to  cause  general  distress, 
mA  iiim  to  enoouxage  umyeisal  reeiatanee  agaiart 
the  FBoneh  yoke  thmt^ul  the  wl»le  continent  of 
BiOott.  Nor  iait Milt  liMydMt,c(mUdieiiiiblie 
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hftTe  iiad  die  power  of  fcinuag  a  piwriwas  jt^yii 
upon  the  pipbeUe  ereat  ei  theKuanan 
diat  rash  eoterpdae  would  evor  h|nre  had  en 
ence.  In  aileno^g  the  voice  of  die  wiae  aad  geedf 
the  able  and  patriotic,  and  conttnimiratipg  oidy  wttli 
such  councillors  as  were  the  edioes  of  hia  own  iaeli* 
nations^  Napcdeon,  like  Lear, 

^'  Killed  hit  physician^  aad  the  fee  bestowed 
Upon  the  foul  disease." 

I 

This  was  the  more  injurious,  as  Napolem's  kaen^ 
ledge  of  the  politics,  interests,  and  chaiaeter  of  fi»» 
reign  courts  was,  exceptbg  in  the  case  of  Itafy,  ex* 
ceediogly  imperfect  The  peate  of  'Amiens  might 
have  remained  uninterrupted,  and  the  essentml  geed 
ottdenBtaading  betwixt  France  and  Sweden  need  ae^ 
▼er  have  been  brofcm,  if  Napoleon  could,  or  wvidd, 
have  understood  die  fiee  eonstitution  ^  £ngbad» 
which  permits  every  man  to  {nint  or  publiah  what  he 
may  choose;  or  if  he  could  have  been  convinced  that 
the  institutions  of  Sweden  did  not  permit  their  g^ 
vemment  to  place  their  fleets  and  armies  at  the  dia* 
posid  of  a  foreign  power,  or  to  tSA  iheanciflftthiBg- 
dom  of  tile  Groths  into  a  secondary  and  vassal  go- 
veniAieat. 

Selfilove,  so  sensitive  as  that  of  Napdecm,  shun- 
ned e^ecially  tiie  toudi  ci  ridicule.  The  gibes  of 
the  English  papers,  tiie  caricatures  of  the  London 
print-shops,  were  the  petty  stings  which  instigated, 
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«ie  #f  .i»tiri^  wliidi,  ^U-Ucene^  duriog  t)ie  tiom  of 

Mlf  |wiialifi4  with  a  short  «pd  «»»y  copfioemept  in 
4lieB(MMil«.  Pimpgtb«tu9eof  t)iec0]i«iil4te,  Ni^ 
poleon  was  infomied  i^  a  ocnnio  op^ra,  wmfiidag 
on  (be  plaa  of  the  English  farce  of  High  Life  Be- 
law  Stairs^  had  been  composed  by  Monsieur  Do- 
paty  and  bconght  forward  on  the  stage,  and  that,  in 
lUb  Mdidoua  p^orpuinco,  thifo  valets  miaucked 
the  inannOTj  md  even  the  dross,  of  the  thi^  Coi^ 
wlsy  lod  vqiedally  his  own.  H^  ordered  that  the 
Mtoia  Aoiad  be  exposed  « the  Greye,  in  the  dr^8s» 
.Ibey  had  dared  to  assunsip^  whi^b  should  be  tben^ 
aUripped  fiom  thw  badb  by  the  ej^ecutioner ;  ai^ 
bo  cMunanded  that  the  iiuthor  should  bQ  »^.to  §t 
Boniii^, and  pllMsed,  as 4p«rson  under  rfqpi^ition, 
At  the  disposal  of  the  conu^and^^in^chicf  The 
nmiamyfm  mi  inmAted,  fo^  tb^  o^enoa  hi4  xiot 
4£siirtid»  ai  k«st  to  the  ezt^  alleged  \'^.  but  the 
intention  shows  Napoleon'a  ideas  of  the  liberty  of  the 
Hage,  wd  intiso^tes  wbi^  wonld  have  been  the  fate 
^  tbp  author  of  tbo  Begg^*  Opcrq,^  had  he  vittep 
for  the  French  Opera  Comique. 
But  no  Ught,  which  reason  or  infornuUion  could 

■'l.<l|      I"  I       II  ['■■-■■■I-      iii.**l     it.li.     *      l.ii*     ■■H^ifJ.    ^1.  M 

*  Altooirei  sur  le  Consulat,  p.  148. 
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tapply,  wiM  aUe  to  foUt  the  inMtfty  of  « i 
amttthm,  whiola  made  Napokm  dtrfre  thlildle  wlwie 
admiBwtrtien  of  the  whole  wwid  gtooM  w>t  only  i»> 
iiiotdy,  but  oTon  direolly  ttnd  imaiedMitaly,  depeeid 
onhlioinipl^eaiure.  Whca  he  dietribuled  ki^gdoae 
Id  Ut  brotflieni^ilwM  nadftr  d»  txpnu  omderiUii  J* 
mg  that  Aey  ivere  to  fblbw  in  everytlung  the  ooane 
of  po&tict  which  he  ihodd  dictate ;  and  after  aH, 
he  aeemed  only  to  ereate  dependent  tftatea  ftr  the 
purpose  of  retumingthctti.  TheoppMumw,  whhA^ 
in  the  name  of  France,  he  imposed  upon  HnHand 
were  the  direct^  and,  in  all  probabiKty^  the  ealcid»» 
ted  means  of  dethroning  his  broliher  Lem ;  and 
he  had  thoughts  of  removing  Joseph  from  Spain^ 
whm  he  saw  of  what  a  ftir  and  goodty  realm  he  had 
pronoonced  him  king.  In  his  wild  and  Insatiahle  cau 
travaganoe  of  idministering  in  person  the  goTern- 
ment  of  every  realm  which  he  conquered,  he  hitM|^ 
his  powerful  mind  to  the  level  of  that  rfthe  spoikd 
child,  who  will  not  be  satilfied  withont  holding  in  Hs 
own  hand  whatever  has  caught  its  eye»  Thesysldas, 
grounded  on  ambition  so  inordinate^  canied  with  it 
in  its  excess  the  priiidples  of  its  own  ruin.  Thenm- 
ner  who  will  never  stop  for  repose  must  at  last  fidl 
down  with  fiitigoe.  Had  Napoleon  succeeded  both 
in  Spain  and  Russia;  he  would  not  have  resiedi  until 
he  had  fimnd  elsewhere  the  ffisasters  ci  BaylsD  and 
of  Moscow. 
The  consequences  of  the  unjustifiable  aggressions 
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•f  die  French  Emperor  were  an  unfimited  extent  ef 
flkughter,  fire,  and  human  misery,  all  arising  firom 
die  amfailion  of  one  man,  who,  never  giving  the  least 
sign  of  having  repented  the  unbounded  misehiel^ 
eeemed,  on  the  contrary,  to  justify  and  take  j^ridein 
the  ravage  which  he  had  occarioned.  Thia  ambi^ 
'tioD,  equally  insatiable  and  incurable,  justified  Eu- 
rope in  securing  his  person,  as  if  it  had  been  that  of 
m  lunatic,  whose  misguided  rage  was  not  directed 
against  an  individual,  but  against  the  civilised w<nld; 
which,  wellnigh  overcome  by  him,  and  escaping  with 
difficulty,  had  a  natural  right  to  be  guaranteed  agamst 
repetition  of  the  firantic  exploits  of  a  being  who  seem- 
ed guided  by  more  than  human  pasrion,  and  eapaUe 
iof  employing  in  execution  of  his  purpose  mwe  than 
human  strength. 

The  same  egotbm,  the  same  spirit  of  sdf-deoep- 
don,  which  marked  Napoleon  during  his  long  and 
awfiil  career  of  success,  followed  him  into  adversity. 
He  framed  apologies  fiir  the  use  of  his  little  company 
ef  fdlowers,  as  he  had  formerly  manu&ctured  bulk^ 
tins  for  the  Great  Nation.  Those  to  whom  these 
excuses  were  addressed,  Las  Cases  and  the  other 
gendemen  of  Napoleon^s  suite,  being  too  much  de- 
<voted  to  him,  and  too  generous  to  dispute  after  his 
'lUl  doctrines  which  it  would  hi^e  been  dangerous  to 
controvert  during  his  power,  received  whatever  he 
said  as  truths  delivered  by  a  prophet,  and  aet  down 
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doubtless  to  tte  scons  of  inspiratioii  what  oonld  by  no 
«ffiirt  be  Teeondled  to  troth.  The  horrid  evils  whieh 
afflicted  Europe  during  the  yesars  of  his  success,  were  . 
represented  to  bthers,  and  perhaps  to  his  own  mind,  as 
consequences  which  the  Emperor  neither  wished  ndr 
contemplated,  but  which  were  necessarily  and  unal- 
terably attached  to  the  execution  of  the  great  fdims 
which  the  Man  of  Destiny  had  been  called  upon  eardi 
to  perform,  resembling  in  so  far  the  lurid  and  fear- 
inspiring  train  pursuing  the  rapid  course  of  a  brilliaftt 
comet,  which  the  laws  of  the  universe  have  projected 
through  the  pathless  firmament 

Some  crimes  he  committed  of  a  different  character, 
which  seem  to  have  sprung,  not  like  the  general  evils 
of  war,  fiom  the  execution  of  great  and  calculated 
plans  of  a  political  or  military  kind,  but  must  have 
had  their  source  in  a  temper  naturally  passionate  and 
vindicdve.  The  Due  ^d'^Enghien^s  murder  was  at 
ihe  head  of  thn  list ;  a  gratuitous  act  of  treachery  and 
cruelty,  which,  being  undeniable,  led  Napoleon  to  be 
believed  capable  ofother  crimes  of  a  secret  and  bloody 
character,-— of  the  murder  of  Pichegru  and  of 
Wright,— of  the  spiritbg  away  of  Mr  Windham,  who 
'was  never  afterwards  heard  of,— «and  of  other  actbns 
of  siniilar  atrocity.  We  pause  before  charging  him 
with  any  of  those  which  have  not  been  distinctly 
proved.  For,  wlule  it  is  certttn  that  he  had  a  love 
of  personal  vengeance,  proper,  it  is  said,  to  his  coun- 
try, it  is  equally  evident,  that,  vehement  by  tempera- 
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,  te  WM  kwcBi;  wd  calm  by  poKiif ;  «ii4  A«ft,  if 
lie  bad  iaddfeed  the  fenawr  di>poril<wi»  the  <#«»% 
widi  vbiA  he  might  kave  done  B6,  togedier  with  4e 
readjr  <ge»cy  of  his  fatel  police,  would  hv  bmAs 
hii  sage  veaemUe  that  of  one  of  the  Boomuh  eaapor 
ran»  HewasmadeaoinUe^  toolate,  ofthegeneni 
cSum  dzawn  upon  hkn  by  the  SMitdor  of  the  Diae 
d^Engfaien,  and  does  not  seem  to  haye  been  dispoN 
sed  to  incur  farlher  risks  of  popular  hatied  in  proi- 
secutioa  of  his  individual  resentment  The  xeeovds 
of  Ihs  policey'howerert  and  the  pemecntimis  eKperisn# 
ced  hy  those  whom  Napolem  considered  aa  Us  ps^ 
sonal  eaemitet  show,  that,  fay  starts  at  Umtf  natue 
resumed  har  bent,  and  that  he,  upon  whom  them  was 
no  restraint,  save  his  respect  for  puUicopini<»i,  gate 
way  occasionally  to  the  temptation  of  avengiiig  his 
private  injuries.  HeremarkeditasawgalniiiMiinthe 
diameter  of  his  fiivourite  Cesar,  that  he  sufood  Ins 
enemies  to  remrin  in  possession  of  the  power  to  ug^ 
jue  him ;  and  Antommazdii,  the  reporter  of  the^ 
servation,  admitted,  that  when  he  looked  on  the  pee* 
son  before  him,  he  could  not  but  adcnowle^  that 
Air  was  unlikely  to  fall  into  sudb  an  enror. 

When  Napoleon  laid  aside  res^vsy  and  spoke 
whiBt  were  probaUy  his  true  scntimentsi  he  eodaa- 
vouied  to  justiiy  those  acts  of  his  goTemment  wlndi 
tianiK^wssed  the  rules  of  justice  and  morality,  by  po» 
litical  necessity,  and  reasons  of  state;  or,  in  other 
words,  by  the  iweisure  of  his  own  interest.    This, 
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l»wefeK»  ytMA  pkn,  the  M  benefil  <^  which  he  re^ 
flwirf  ed  to  n&cUoite  his  own  acdooe^  never  permiiting 
illo  be  used  by  my  other  sonreieign.  Heoonfiider* 
«d  Ambi^peiTjIiiged  in  tnui^eflsajD^  the  law  <^ii»- 
uaasf  when  hb  interests  required  it ;  but  pleaded  ee 
wanely  upon  the  veUdityof  public  lew,  when  elle* 
gmg  it  had  been  infiinged  by  other  statesi  as  if  he 
Uniidif  had  in  all  instances  respected  its  doctrines  as 
ivfiolabfe* 

Bnt  although  Niqpoleon  thus  at  times  referred  to 
slate  necesdty  as  the  ultimate  source  rf  actions  other- 
wiae  uBJustifiaUey  he  more  fireqoently  endeavoured  to 
&i|Ettbe  his  emxrs  by  cbmaly  i»  excuse  them  Igr  apolo^ 
gpae  which  bed  no  foundation.  His  habits  of  conceal'* 
ing  tisitby  and  inventing  falsehood^  had  become  so 
Strang,  that  his  very  last  will  and  testament  bears  the 
glHMuest  macks  of  his  decqitive  system.  He  avers  in 
lua  willy  that»  hy  the  confession  of  the  Due  d^En- 
l^en,  the  Count  de  ArtoiB  maintuned  sixty  assas-r 
mna  agsinst  his  life ;  and  that  for  this  reason  the 
Due  dr£n|^ien  was  tned,  convicted^and  put  to  death. 
Tbe  examination  of  the  Duke  bears  no  such  ooBo£ah> 
Bien>  bat,  on  the  contrary,  an  express  denial  of  the 
whole  of  the  alleged  system ;  nor  wss  there  the 
sUi^tsst  attempt  made  to  cwtradict  him  by  other 
testimony.  He  bequeathed^  in  like  manner,  a  legacy 
to  a  viUain  who  had  attempted  the  assassmation  of 
the  Duke  of  Wellington ;  the  assassin,  according,  to 
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his  sMDge  argument^  having  as  gotd  a  n^^  to  kill 
bis  rival  and  victor,  as  the  Englidi  had  to  datoiii 
him  prisoner  at  St  Hekoa.  This  dbase  in  the  lasl 
will  of  a  dying  man,  is  not  striking  ftom.  its  9tao&SBf 
merely,  but  from  the  iqaccuracy  <^  the  moral, rea- 
soning which  it  exhibits.  Napolecm  has  dfmwn  a  pa* 
railel  betwixt  two  cases,  which  must  be  th^E«g>re  both 
right  or  both  wrong.  If  both  were  wtoi^,  why  .ie» 
ward  the  ruffian  with  alegacy  ?  but  if  both  were  right, 
why  complain  of  the  British  government  £xr  detainiiig 
him  at  St  Helaia  .'^ 

'  But,  indeed,  the  whde  character  of  Napoleon's 
autoUography  marks  his  desire  to  divide  w^Mi^JBd 
into  two  classes, — his  friends  and  his.  euraiies ; — iikt 
former  of  whom  are  to  be  praised  andvindiaitod; 
the  latter  to  be  vilified,  censured,  and  condemned^ 
without  any  regard  to  truth,  justice,  or  conaisteacy* 
To  take  a  ^oss  example,  he  stoutly  affirm^,  that 
the  treasures  which  were  removed  firom  Paris  in 
April  1814,  and  carried  to  Orleans,  were  seiaed  and 
divided  by  the  ministers  of  the  allied  powers,— Tal- 
leyrand, Mettemich,  Haidenberg,  and  Castlerea^ ; 
and  that  the  money  thus  wkmi  indndedthe  mar« 
riage-portion  of  the  Empress  Maria. Louisa.^  .Had 


"  See  Br  O'Meara's  Voice  from  St  Hdeiia,  who  Seems  himself  to 
have  heen  startled  at  the  enormity  of  the  fiction.  What  makes  it  yet 
mote  extravagant  is,  that  Napoteon's  wUl  disposes  of  a  part  of  that 
▼wy  tnasnre,  as  if  it  wwe  »tiU  in  the  hsQds  of  J\f  aiia  iKmisa, 
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tllii  story  been  true,  it  would  have  presented  Napo- 
hta  with  a  very  rimjde  means  of  avenging  himself 
upon  Lord  Castlereagh,  by  patting  the  British  pub- 
lic in  possession  of  the  secret. 

ItisnokssremarkaUe^thatNapoleon^though  him- 
fldf  a  soldier  and  a  distinguished  one,  could  never  al- 
low  a  tribute  of  candid  praise  to  the  troops  and  gene- 
taisbywhomhewassuccessivelyopposed.  Inmention- 
iBg  his  victcmes,  he  frequency  bestows  commenda- 
tion upon  the  valour  and  conduct  of  the  vanquished. 
Thb  was  an  additional  and  more  delicate  mode  of 
pndmg  Inmself  and  his  own  troops,  by  whom  these 
enemies  were  overthrown.  But  he  never  allows  any 
Bwritto  those  by  whom  he  was  defeated  in  turn.  He 
proftsses  never  to  have  seen  the  Prussian  troops  be- 
have well  save  at  Jena,  or  the  Russians  but  at  Aus- 
tedils.  Those  armies  of  the  same  nations,  which  he 
botb  saw  and  felt  in  the  campaigns  of  181S  and  1818, 
and  befinre  whom  he  made  such  disastrous  retreats  as 
liiose  of  Moscow  and  Leipsic,  were,  according  to  his 
expresoons,  mere  canaille. 

In  die  same  manner,  when  he  details  an  action  in 
which  he  triumphed,  he  is  sure  to  boast,  like  the  old 
Gvecian,  (very  justly  perhaps,)  that  in  this  Fortune 
had  no  share ;  while  his  defeats  are  entirely  and 
ezdnsively  attributed  to  the  rage  of  the  elements, . 
the  eomUnation  of  some  most  extraor£nary  and  un- 
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expeetdl  dretti»6tamesr  tlM^  Mloie  of  Mne  i#  Ml 
liealaiaiits  <nr  MiteidMilt,  or,  fina%,  ifac?  diili* 
mey  of  the  gmenl  op|K>i«d,  wbof,  liy  laete  ^t  c# 
stupidity,  blundered  into  taccets  tkrough  citconh 
flttnees  irkieh  ihontd  hmwe  ineimd  ki»  rum. 

Ib  s  word,  fr^M  CM  end  of  N^fiolMtt'e  liwks  t» 
tlie  other,  he  hm  sctmijr  attdiifed  Innttdf  t#  be 
goiky  of  a  ongk  fruh  Of  a  risgle  &tty  5  emepting  ^ 
that  kiadi,  whidiy  ariiiBff  fton  an  OTer  e&AMmct 
9M  gwemity,  mca  seeretly  claim  as  merile,  wWk^ 
flieyaiiKitogmlliemupasnatt»rBofeettei^  If 
aie^tedil  Mb  ei#ftWo«dt,  m  nmstb^evelyin  to  hatv 
Ivm  aittdtkst  andlmpeccaUe  brii^.  If  we  do  neir 
watnuet  aet  him  down  aa  one  tfaatt  wherehis  ow»  re* 
pafiatie&  was  coMemed,  teU  hb  slery  with  a  titilr 
dkrt^ard  to  eaadonr  aad  truth. 

P^hiqtait  waa  a  cenieqdante  of  the  saifte  ittfifi 
fiftcene'to*  trulfa^  whidb  indiieed'NflpdkoB  to  leei^ 
ialo  hiafirreur  ikote  Freroh  ofiicers  adiabieke  fiior 
paiole  by  esoi^  from  Eaf^bnd.  This,  he  H&egtMf 
he  did  by  way  of  retaliatioi^  the  Brkbh  geiftnmoie 
haraig,  aar  he  pretended,  followed  a  siaMfanr  Kueof 
dondiRt.  ThedseftneefiajyBey]iiporaeeffu:t;b«iif 
i*  wna  f»,  it.f<a»8  x»  apofegy  feva  son^cffeign  mSt 
k^fmeMatmi^msmiaaigs  bvcadk'of  houoor  in'a  geii^ 
tlMnD  ttidra  nakUm  Tiw  Fteneh  oflWira  vril0  Mho* 
rietd^  theaiaelwia  by  eatfh  wiaeas,  iveea  not  the*  lear 
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«»y  of  Fnme,  ihm^  tlkej  eould  kwre  pwata* 
«kh  isuth  IQ  8i«ilas«SAifi|iteB  of  iasiamy  in  ^i^twi 

Bm  the  ttKM  acliaoidiMrjr  inrilwiiw  cf  Nipr 
leon's  decwf  tWe  sjsteii^  andof  hb  detemiiuidiNi,  «t 
aU  ^fwtBj  to  place  Unisdf  uadct  dia  »08l  fimow. 
aUd  lig^  to^  liie  bahaUera^  k  kia  attempt  to  tepm^ 
Bant  lumsalf  as  tbefiriead  and  ptolector  ofjyual  and 
fieafKtocsqpks.  He  haddeelnijrcdcveryiMigaof 
libertgr  in  Fiance— ha  had  peraacutod  aa  idaalagiato 
aU  wha  diexishcd  4te  nemmy-^-he  bad  baas  tod  ham- 
9fK  die  leatorar  of  mcHwrchJaal  go^axsnuartb— the 
imr  bfl^vcm  the  Conatitiitbnaliste  and  him,  oomaadr 
after  ibe  retoni  S^m  Elba»  by  a  boUew  tnua,  had 
beaai  renewed,  «id  liw  Mhvraliato  had  azpcUed  U» 
fi#m  the  eapital--he  bad  left  hi  Ua  TcfltomoBt,  iIm 
^nMl«tiW  of  <mler  wdi  La  Fayeito,  ma  of  tkeia 
awrlieai,  moet  dawfe^>  and  moat  sinceto  dm&^f9^ 
Mtwithfilaadbg  aU  ihia  eonakant  appositiaBt  to  the 
paifty  whiehpceft(«ea  miaiitobe  ginded  by  ifaam,  he 
has  Tantored  torepaesaiiihiflwdf as  » fnend  ofUbenl 
ideas!  He  has  dene,  so,  and  ha  has  been  beUevad^ 

These  ia  bat  one  ex|tealabn  cfthiik  The  fiicndf 
oC  leiielatifm  a»e  upcm  pMipia  lim  enemAovif  am* 
dmt  and  eetablished  gcfaeratnteto'  ^Haptitom  h^^ 
Mma  the  oj^pmcantef  the  eetohBrimd  pawets ftwi 
dneM08la»cas ;  oialbaeaviohedbpiitedth&dbaBaataa 
of  theiv  gmrenwaent^iha*  beaaMse  they  voald  i 
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nk  him  iirta  tWr  cirde ;  ud  tlumgfa  there  was  not/ 
and  oould  not  be,  any  real  oonnenon  betwixt  his  sys-* 
tiiD  and  that  of  the  Liberaliati,  yet  both  had  the 
same  opponeDts,  and  each  loved  in  the  other  the 
coemy  of  their  enemies.    It  was  the  business  of 
Napoleon  in  his  latter  days,  to  procure,  if  profes- 
MDS  could  gain  it,  the  sympathy  and  good  opinion 
of  any  or  every  class  of  politicians ;  while,  on  the 
iDontiary,  it  could  not  be  indiffermxt  to  those  to  whom 
he  made  advances,  to  number  among  their  disdples, 
even  in  the  twdfth  hour,  the  name  of  Napoleon.' 
It  resembled  what  sometimes  happens  in  the  Catholic 
chmrdi,  when  a  wealthy  and  powerful  sinner  on  his 
death-bed  receives  the  absolution  of  the  church  on 
easy  terms,  and  dies  after  a  life  spent  in  licentious 
courses,  wrapt  up  in  the  mantle,  and  girded  with  the 
eoid,  of  some  order  of  unusual  strictness.   Napoleon 
Uving  a  despot  and  a  conqueror^  has  had  his  memory 
consecrated  and  held  up  to  admiration  by  men,  who 
term  themselves  emphatically  the  friends  of  fireedom. 
The  faults  of  Buonaparte,  we  conclude  as  we 
commenced,  were  rather  those  of  the  sovereign  and 
pditidan,  than  of  the  individual   Wisely  is  it  writ- 
ten, that  if  we  say  we  have  no  sin  we  deceive  our- 
•dves,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us.     It  was  the  inor- 
dinate ftroe  of  amtntion  whidi  made  him  the  scourge 
oTEufope;  it  was  his  efibrts  to  disguise  that  selfish 
principle,  that  made  him  comjbine  fraud  with  force, 
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•ad  681^4^  *  tegaiMBt  lysleni  for  daodraig  thoM 
whom  he  coald  not  subdue.  Had  his  natural  disp^* 
sition  been  coldly  crael,  like  that  of  Octawis,  ot 
had  he  ^ven  way  to  the  warmth  of  his  temper* 
like  other  despots,  lus  private  history,  as  well  at 
thaifc  of  hk  campdlgBs,  must  have  been  written,  in 
letters  of  blood.  If,  mstead  of  asserting  that  he 
never  committed  a  crime,  he  had  limited  his  sel& 
eulogy  to  asserting,  that  in  attaining  and  wielding 
supreme  power,  he  had  rensted  the  temptation  to 
ocmmit  many,  he  could  not  have  been  contradioted. 
And  this  is  no  small  praise. 

His  system  of  government  was  false  in  the  ei&% 
treme.  It  comprehended  the  slavery  of  France,  aad 
aimed  at  the  subjugation  of  the  worid  But  to  the 
former  he  did  much  to  requite  them  for  the  jewel  of 
which  he  robbed  them.  He  gave  them  a  regular  go^ 
vemment,  schools,  institutions,  courts  of  justice,  and 
a  pode  of  laws.  In  Italy,  his  rule  was  equally  splen- 
did and  beneficial.  The  good  effects  which  arose  to 
other  countries  from  his  reign  and  character,  begin 
also  to  be  felt,  though  unquestionably  they  are  not 
of  the  kind  which  he  intmded  to  produce.  His  in- 
vaaons,  tending  to  reconcile  the  discords  whidi  exist- 
ed in  many  states  between  the  governors  and  govern- 
ed, by  teaching  them  to  unite  tc^ther  agamst  a 
common  enemy,  have  gone  far  to  loosen  the  feudal 
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yoke,  to  enlid^tai  the  mind  both  of  prince  and  peo«' 
pie,  and  hare  led  to  many  admirable  resuks,  wUdi' 
will  not  be  the  less  durably  advantageous,  that  they 
have  axiseni  and  are  axisbg,  slowly,  and  without  con* 
test 

In  closing  the  Life  of  Nafoleoh  Buonafabte, 
we  are  called  upon  to  obsenre,  that  he  was  a  man  tried 
in  the  two  extremities,  of  the  most  exalted  power  and 
the  most  ineffiible  calamity ;  and  if  he  occasionally 
appeared  presumptuous  when  supported  by  thearmed 
ferce  of  half  a  world,  or  unreasonably  querulous  when 
imprisoned  within  the  narrow  limits  of  St  Helena,  it 
is  scavcely  williin  the  capacity  of  those  whose  steps 
have  never  led  them  beyond  the  middle  path  of  life, 
to  estimate  either  the  strength  of  the  temptatimis  to 
which  he  yielded,  or  the  force  of  mind  which  he  op» 
posed  to  those  which  he  was  able  to  resist 


THE  END, 
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lODITIONAL  NOTICED  ON  NAPOLKONVS  EAKLV 
CAREER. 

Volume  III*  page  21* 

It  may  be  added  to  the  meagre  acctounC  giten  in  the  teitt^ 
that  Napoleon^  though  only  a  youth  of  twenty-four^  wasi  on 
hia  return  to  Corsica  in  1 793^  deeply  involved  in  the  poUtict 
ef  that  island.  For  some  time  he  held  the  same  course  with 
his  venerated  relative^  Paoli^  who^  struck  with  hifi  early  talents 
and  mode  of  expresdon^  pronounced  him  to  belong  to  those 
diaiacters  whom  Plutarch  records.-  About  the  same  time^ 
another  remarkable  person^  the  well-known  statesman  Count 
PosEO  de  Borgo^  was  distinguished  as  a  rising  character  in 
the  same  island.  He  was  the  relation^  and  originally  the 
friend  and  companion^  of  Napoleon^  and  enjoyed^  like  him, 
great  consideration  among  his  countrymen.  But  when  civil 
dissensions  arose,  the  friendship  between  the  two  relatives 
was  broken  off.  Pozzo  de  Borgo^  who  already  held  an  im- 
portiint  situation  in  the  community  of  Corsica,  adhered  to 
Ftoli.  Napoleon  embraced  that  side  which  e8|>ou8ed  the  cause 
of  the  French  Republieui  party.  He  was  at  this  time  Lieu- 
fcmnt-ColcmelofaregitnentoftfieNationalGuard.  TheC»-' 
lonel  of  the  tame  regiment  entertaintd  diflevent  political  sen- 
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timents  from  his  young  aanatant;  and  upon  one  oocaaon. 
Napoleon  drew  up  a  part  of  the  regiment  which  adhered  to 
him,  and  fired  upon  his  commanding-officer  and  the  rest. 
After  this  skirmish,  he  was  engaged  in  others,  until  the  party 
of  Paoli  becoming  superior.  Napoleon  was  solemnly  banished 
from  his  native  island. 

He  always  blamed  Pobzo  de  Borgo  for  having  been  active 
in  procuring  his  exile ;  and  with  the  strong  love  of  revenge 
which  is  said  to  mark  his  country,  never,  amongst  00  many 
important  affiurs  as  afterwards  required  his  attention,  fingot 
his  feud  with  his  early  rivaL  Wherever  France  obtained 
an  ascendency,  an  abode  there  became  dai^erous  to  the  olgect 
of  Napoleon's  hatred;  to  avoid  which,  Pozzo  de  Boigo  was 
compelled  to  retreat  from  one  kingdom  to  another,  until  at 
last  he  could  only  find  shelter  in  England.  But  the  fate  of 
these  two  early  acquaintances  seemed  strongly  connected  and 
interwoven.  As  Napoleon  b^an  to  lose  ground,  the  fortunes 
of  his  rdative  appeared  to  advance,  and  honours  and  advan- 
tages dropped  upon  him,  in  proportion  to  Napoleon's  de- 
scent from  eminence.  It  was  even  his  remarkable  destiny  to 
have,  from  his  infiuence  in  the  Rusnan  councils,  no  anall 
share  in  decidii^  upon  the  destiny  of  his  pow^v^il  peneco* 
tor.  When  the  councils  of  the  allies  were  wavering  respee^^ 
ing  the  march  to  Paris,  it  was  the  ai^paments  of  Qoutait  Poizzo 
de  Borgo  whidi  suj^orted  the  Emperor  of  Russia  in  bia  re- 
solution to  adopt  that  decisive  measure^ 

In  the  same  volume  (III.  p.  30,)  mention  k  nuide  of  a 
*^  small  Jacobin  publication  (by  Buonaparte,)  called  Le  Sw* 
per  de  Beaucaire^  a  pditical  dialogue  between  MuxM  And  a 
Federate,  or  Girondist,  in  which  the  latto:  is  ovarvkefaoed 
and  silenced  by  the  arguments  and  eloquence  of  the  fdendaof 
the  people."  This  is  an  inaccurate  account  of  the  Skmpi^  de 
Beauoaire,  of  which  the  editor  had  not  heea,  able  to  find  a 
copy.  It  has  been  since  republished,  and  is  of  a  teaor.  con* 
siderably  different  from  what  is  above  described.  Mwat>far 
example)  ir  not  a  personage  in  the  dialogue.  The  scene  is  bpd 
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at  dieperiod  wImh  d»  JedertUtts  were  malting  lletd  agfttiuM 
tihe  Jaeobm  govwaunent  in  wrenl  of  the  towM  of  France^ 
and  perticiilarly  in  Lyons  and  MaraeiUes.  The  date  is  9mk 
Jnly>  1703.    The  plan  of  the  work  is  as  fbUows  :— 

A  naaoeUaneons  party  is  supposed  to  meet  at  a  table  dliote 
atBeaucahe^  dwing  the  last  day  of  the  great  fair  held  at  that 
l^aee.  The  company  consists  of  a  military  man^  being  th^ 
«iithor  bimsdf^  two  merdiants  of  Marseilles,  a  native  of  Nis* 
mea;,  and  an  artiaan  of  Montpellier.  They  fidi  natoraUy  into 
a  train  of  oonyersation  concerning  the  probable  issue  of  the 
dvil  war.  Tlie  Marsdllaise^  whohave  just leamed  the  bad  sue* 
eeas  of  their  countrymen's  attadr  Dqm  Avignon,  from  whidi 
they  had  beai  driven  by  the  JaoobinSj  after  holding  it  for  a 
short  time,  (see  Vol.  IL  p^  8^7,)  are  inquisitave  to  know  thef 
state  of  the  aasny  of  ihe  democntB,  imder  Cartaux  ;  and  ite 
bifmrmation  which  they  receive  fh>m  the  young  soldier,  is  of 
a  nature  la  strike  them  with  apprdiension. 

The  SokUer.  **  The  army  of  Cartaux  was  ibur  thousand 
men  strong  when  it  assaulted  Avignon,  (then  occupied  by  the 
MarseiUaise  army ;)  it  now  amounts  to  six  thousand,  and 
witliin  four  days  will  reach  ten  thousand  men.  It  has  never 
beat  repulsed  £rom  Avignon,  since  it  never  made  a  formal  at* 
tack ;  the  tro<^  only  manoeuvred  about  the  pkoe,  in  order 
to  ascevtain  irtiere  an  attempt  to  force  the  gates,  by  means  of 
petards,  mig^t  be  made  to  advantage ;  a  few  cannon  were 
fired,  to  try  Ihe  courage  of  the  garrison,  and  it  was  then  ne» 
oessary  to  draw  bade  to  the  camp,  to  combine  the  attack  for 
the  neyt  morning*  The  Marseillaise  were  three  thouaaad  six 
hundred  men ;  they  had  a  heavier  and  more  numeious  artil- 
lery, and  yet  they  have  been  obliged  to  recross  the  Durance. 
That  aurprises  you,  but  it  is  only  veteran  troops  who  can  en- 
dure the  uncertain  events  of  a  siege.  We  were  masters  of  the 
Rhone,  of  Villeneuve,  and  of  the  open  country ;  we  had  in-, 
tercepted  ail  their  communications.  They  were  under  the 
necessity  of  evacuating  the  town,  (Avignon,)  were  pursued  by 
the  cavalry,  and  lost  many  prisoners,  and  two  guns." 

The  MarseiUaiie  endeavour  to  contrast  these  bad  news 
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5i4 A  what  Ihey  had  (o  expect  ffom  ibe  pnipoaed  exatiobt  of 
^beir  dty>  in  recruiting  their  army  with  new  levies  and  with 
Jbeavy  cannon.  But  the  young  c^eer  proceeds  in  a  profes* 
sional  manner  to  show  the  inferiority  of  18  and  24  pounders 
to  field-artillery,  when  armies  were  to  engage  in  the  ^Id,  the 
^perior  skill  of  regular  artillery-onen  in  serving  the  guns, 
the  advantages  possessed  by  the  disciplined  soldiers  of  Car« 
taux,  over  the  raw  recruits  which  Marseilles  might  call  into 
the  fields  and  the  want  of  jsieans  of  suhsisteiice  in  the  city  in 
case  of  a  close  si^e.  - 

.  Xhe  Marseillais,  in  reply,  plays  the  part  usually  ascribed 
|o  theint^locutor,  in  this  specite  of  dialogue,  who  combats 
fte  opinions  favoured  by  the  author.    He  proposes  various 
^hemes  of  defence,  one  after  another,  the  weakness  of  wldch 
is  easily  exposed  by  his  .victorious  antagonist.  He  points  out 
to  them,  that  there  was  the  utmost  folly  in  the  extremity  of 
resistance,  and  that  the  Marseillaise  possessed  no  means 
Which  could  ultunately  lead  to  success.    "  Your  army,"  he 
said,  «  will  be  composed  of  all  the  wealthy  and  well-educa- 
^  of  your  dty,  for  the  Sans  Culottes  wiM  reacKly  turn 
against  you.  Thus,  you  will  expose  the  flower  of  your  youth, 
accustomed  to  hold  the  commercial  balance  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean,  and  to  enrich  their  country  by  mercantile  specnlatiokia, 
by  confronting  them  with  veteran  soldiers,  who  have  been 
dyed  a  hundred  times  in  the  blood  of  the  furious  aristocrat 
and  ferocious  Prussian*    Let  poor  countries  fight  to  the  kst 
extremity.   The  native  of  Vevarais,  of  the  Cevennes,  of  Cori 
ska,  may  expose  himself  without  fear  to  the  event  of  battle. 
If  he  gain  the  fight,  he  has  attained  his  purpose-^he  loses, 
he  is  in  no  worse  situation  than  before  for  making  peace. 
But  you— if  yott  lose  a  battle,  the  fruit  of  a  thousand  years 
of  fatigue,  of  labour,  of  frugaUty,  of  good  fortune,  become  the 
pwy  of  the  soldier." 

.  In  Ais  tone  the  discussion  proceeds,  until  the  Marseillaise 
merchanta,  driven  out  of  the  field  of  dispute,  are  compelled 
to  acknowledge,  that  submission  is  the  best  chance  they  have 
at  eacaping  destruction.  They  agree  to  recommend  it  to  thtir 
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•«niiiti9tMB»  ttd'tNtt^ke  youii^  Mlditr  with  a  ftw  botOtt  of 
rhainpngii>>  in  patefid  aeknowledgment,  that  he  had  been 
At  the  trouble  to  dear  ap  their  ideBS  on  the  sabjeet 

From  this  analyais  the  reader  will  peredye  that  nodiing 
can  be  more  inaccurate  than  to  term  the  S&uper  deJBeaueairw 
a  Jacobui  pamphlet,  although  it  is  unquestionably  written  to 
ni^  the  Federalists  to  submit  to  their  inevital^  fate,  and 
avert  extremity  by  doing  so  in  time.  The  work  is  entirely 
free  from  all  the  exaggerated  aad  cant  language  of  the  day. 
There  is  no  menticm  of  liberty ,  equality,  w  fraternity  of  the 
rights  of  man-^no  abstract  diseusncm  of  political  principles. 
The  whale  meriu  of  the  dispute  betwixt  Paris  and  the  de- 
partments are  hurried  over  with  little  or  no  argument.  Buo« 
-naparte  urges  the  Marseillaise  to  submission,  not  because  the 
principles  which  dictated  their  insurrection  were  erroneous, 
but  because  they  had  not  means  to  maintain  successful  re^ 
•iatanoe ;  not  because  they  had  been  oonfrited  by  the  Jaco* 
bins  in  argument,  but  because  they  were  unequal  to  the  taak 
of  contending  with  them  by  force.  Notwithstanding,  there^ 
foe,  what  is  said  in  the  text,  from  erroneous  information  of 
-the  nature  of  this  publication,  there  is  nothing  in  it  inconsist^ 
ent  with  Napoleon's  own  account  «f  the  origin  of  the  w6rk, 
that  it  was  written  under  the  assumed  diaracter  of  a  Jaoo- 
bin,  with  the  friendly  intention  of  convincing  the  Girondists 
4hat  they  were  choosing  an  unfit  time  for  insurrecticm,  and 
attempting  it  in  a  hopeless  manner.  (Vol.  III.  p.  31.)  Ne^ 
vertheless,  even  the  colour  of  his  viisrd  disgusted  the  author 
on  leooUection.  He  called  in  and  destroyed  every  copy  of  the 
Sonifer  de  Beauoaire  which  could  be  founds  so  that  only  one 
«mnained,  from  which  the  reprint  of  Monsieur  Pancoucke  haa 
been  executed. 

The  Sovper  de  Beaueaire  is  written  in  a  dry,  dispssskm- 
jite,  and  constrained  style ;  but  there  is  another  and  earlier 
work  of  Napoleon's  youth,  which  is  much  more  worthy  of 
eomBienMHratioB,  as  indicative  of  the  temper  of  -the  man. 
This  was  his  Letter  to  M.  Mattee  JSuttafoeo,  one  of  the 
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d^fitieft  for  Condca  to  the  Nttttoml  AweteUy^  The^bMi* 
tory  of  the  work  is  giyen  by  M^  J»  B.  Jidyy  printer^^JMe^ 
by  whom  one  copy  has  been  caxefiiUy  prcfleryed,  eoiffected  I9 
the  author  io  two  pkces,  and  bearing  to  be  his  gift«  Buo- 
naparte eauaed  an  hundred  and  fifty  cities  to  be  thzoim  off 
^nd  sent  to  Corsioa.  At  the  same  time.  Napoleon  msdiMal 
other  literary  labours.  He  waa  then  a  Ueutenant  of  artillery, 
quartered  at  Auxonne,  and  had  composed  a  work,  which 
might  form  two  yolumes^  on  the  political,  civil,  and  military 
history  of  Corsica.  He  i«vited  Monaieiir  Joly  to  wit  Itam 
at  Auxonne,  with  a  view  to  print  and  publiiii  diia  work. .  He 
came,  and  found  the  future  Emperor  in  a  naked  bamdc 
room,  the  sole  funuture  of  which  consisted  of  a  wretched  bed 
without  curtains,  a  table  placed  in  the  embrasure  of  a  wiiin 
dow,  loaded  with  books  and  papers,  and  two  duata.  His 
brother  Louis,  whom  he  waa  teadung  mathanatios,  lay  on  a 
wretched  mattress^  in  an  ad|jolning  closet.  Monsieur  Jcdy 
•  and  the  autftior  agneed im  the  price  of  the  impfeaBioaitf  thfe 
book,  but  Napoleon  was  at  the  time  in  unoertpinty  whether 
he  was  to  remain  at  Auxenne  or  not.  Shortly  after,  he  was 
ordered  to  Toulon,  where  his  extraordinary  career  first  tom^ 
menced.  The  work  on  Corsica  was  neyer  printed,  nor  has  a 
trace  of  it  been  discoveRed.  Monsieur  Joly,  naturally  deaU 
xous  of  preserving  every  recollection  of  tMi  internew  widk 
the  future  conqueror  of  nations,  in  the  duuraeter  and  coii& 
lion  of  a  Grub-street  author,  mentions  that  the  elericai  dres 
and  cffnainen^  of  the  chaplain  of  the  z^pment^  whose  offioe 
had  been  just  suppressed,  were  deposited  with  Naj^oleoB  hgr 
the  other  officeis.  He  showed  them  to  his  viaiM^  and  spoiEe 
of  the  ceremonies  of  religion  without  indecency,  yet  also 
without  respect.  *'  If  you  have  not  heard  mass  toi-day,  I 
oan  say  it  to  you,"  was  his  expression  to  Mensiear  Jcdy. 

The  Letter  to  fiuttafoco  is  a  diatribe  against  that  Cori^i 
can  nobleman,  who  had  been,  during  the  w«8  with  Franee^ 
the  friend  of  the  latter  nation,  and  theopponmtof  tbo  Wbm^ 
ties  of  hia  country.    He  had  been,  of  coarse,  the  enemy  of 
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telittOlyef  BMii»4QlrUwltNiq^d€i(matib^  time  (wiutcv 
1T90)  W98  WAitoily  att^Bhed.  We  latve  presenred  the  compos 
i^tktatatxxe,  because^  thoagh  the  matter  be  tminteieBtiiig^ 
Ae  rough  aiid  vivid  style  of  in veetive  is  singularly  character- 
istie  of  the  fiery  youth,  whose  bosom  one  of  his  teacheifscoa^- 
paxed  «o  a  volcano  stircharged  with  molten  granite,  whidi 
ilpemtod  fbffih  in  tonents,  whenever  his  passions  wore  ek* 
cited. 


Letter  4^ A^Mpoiwn  Bummparte  to  M.  Matteo  Buttafbeo,  De- 
fnOif  f¥em  Oornco.  to  <fte  National  AeeemMy. 

&»> 

From  Bonifiwio  to  Cape  Corso,  from  ^aedo  to  Bastia, 
there  is  one  chorus  of  imprecations  against  you.  Your 
friends  keep  oat  of  sight,  your  relations  disown  you,  and 
even  the  man  of  r^ection,  who  does  not  allow  himself  to  be 
anvttjed  by  popular  opinion,  is,  for  once,  led  away  by  the  ge» 
Beial  cfibrve8oenc& 

But  what  have  you  done  ?  What  are  the  crimes  to  justify 
8U^  unrversal  indignation,  such  complete  desertion  P  This, 
ek,  is  what  I  wish  to  inquire  into,  in  lihe  course  of  a  little 
diacnasioii  with  you. 

The  luftory  of  your  life,  smce  the  tone,  at  least,  when  yoti 
jqppeared  on  the  stage  of  puWc  affldrs,  is  well  known.  Its 
pfrindpal  features  are  drawn  in  letters  of  blood.  Still,  how* 
ever,  there  are  details  comparatively  unknown.  In  these  I 
may  be  mistaken ;  but  I  reckon  upon  your  indulgence,  and 
ho^  forinformation  item  you. 

.  After  having  entered  the  service  of  France,  you  returned 
to  see  your  rdations ;  you  found  the  tyrants  vanquished,  the 
national  government  established,  and  the  Corsicans,  entirely 
governed  by  noble  sentiments,  vying  with  each  other  in  daily 
sacrifices  for  the  prosperity  of  the  state.    You  ^id  not  allow 
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ymumif  to  be  Mduced  by  the  gOMnd  MthuiiitBi ;  hx  from' 
that,  you  looked  with  nothing  but  pity  on  the  nmiflfenitcal 
ptuff  about  country,  liberty,  independence,  and  oonatitotion, 
vhich  had  got  into  the  heads  of  our  meanest  peasants.  Deep 
reflection  had  taught  you  to  set  a  proper  value  on  those  arti* 
ficial  sentiments,  the  maintenance  of  which  is  a  general  evil. 
In  fact,  the  peasant  must  be  taught  to  mind  his  wodc,  and 
not  play  the  hero,  if  it  is  wished  that  he  should  not  starve^ 
that  he  should  bring  up  his  family,  and  pay  respect  to  autho* 
rity.  As  to  those  who  are  called,  by  their  rank  and  fortune,  to 
occupy  stations  of  power,  they  cannot  long  remain  such  dupes 
as  to  sacrifice  their  comforts  and  ccmsideration  in  society  for 
a  mere  chimera,  or  stoop  to  pay  court  to  a  oobbla:,  that  they 
may  at  last  play  the  part  of  Brutus.  Still,  as  it  was  neces- 
sary for  your  designs  that  you  should  gain  the  ftvour  of 
Paoli,  you  had  to  dissemble  ;--M.  PaoU  being  the  centre  of 
all  the  movements  of  the  political  body.  We  shall  adaiit 
that  he  had  talent— even  a  certain  d^ree  of  genius ;  he  had, 
in  a  short  time,  placed  the  affairs  of  the  isknd  on  a  goOd 
looting;  he  had  founded  a  university,  in  which^  for  die 
first  time,  perhaps,  since  the  creation,  the  sciences  which  are 
useful  for  ^e  developement  of  reason  were  taught  among  our 
mountains.  He  had  established  a  foundery  for  cannon,  powv 
der-mills,  and  fortifications,  which  increased  the  means  of. 
defence;  he  had  formed  harbours,  which,  while  they  encou- 
raged commerce,  improved  agriculture ;  he  had  ^created  a 
navy,  which  protected  our  communication  with  other  ooqih 
Uies,  while  it  injured  our  enemies.  All  these  establishments* 
in  their  infancy,  were  a  mere  presage  of  what  he  one  d^y 
might  have  done.  Union,  peace,  and  liberty,  seemed  the 
precursors  of  national  prosperity,  had  not  a  government,  ill 
organi^,  and  placed  on  an  unsound  basis,  afibrded  still  surer 
indications  of  the  misfortunes  which  were  to  happen,  and  of 
the  total  ruin  into  which  everything  was  to  fall. 

M.  Paoli  had  dreamed  of  b^ing  a  Solon,  but  had.  been  ua-' 
successful  in  his  imitation.  He  had  placed  everything  in  die 
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teiids  of  tlie  jieople  or  thdr  representatires^  to  that  it'wai 
MponiVte  even  to  exist  without  pleasing  thenu  A  stningt 
tsnorl  whi^h  plaees  under  the  control  of  a  brutal  and  mer* 
eenary  plebeian,  the  man  who  alone,  by  his  education,  his  iU 
Justrious  birth,  anil  his  fortune,  is  formed  for  goyeming.  In 
the  long  mn^  so  palpable  a  dereliction  of  reason  cannot  fail 
to  bring  on  the  ruin  and  dissolution  of  the  body-politic,  after 
liaTing  exposed  it  to  eyery  species  of  suffering. 
<  You  succeeded  to  your  wish.  M.  Paoli^  constantly  sur- 
rounded by  enthusiastic  and  hot-headed  persons^  never  ima* 
^ned  that  there  could  be  any  other  passion  than  the  devo- 
tion to  liberty  and  independence.  Finding  that  you  had 
aome  knowledge  of  France,  he  did  not  trouble  himself  to  do 
idoTe  than  take  your  own  word  for  your  moral  principles. 
He  got  you  appointed  to  treat  at  Versailles  respecting  the  ac- 
eommodatbn  which  was  negotiating  tmder  the  mediation  of 
that  cabinet.  M.  de  Choiseul  saw  you^  and  knew  you ; 
ninda  of  a  certain  stamp  are  speedily  appreciated.  In  a  short 
lime,  in  place  of  being  the  representative  of  a  free  people^ 
ydu  transfimned  yourself  into  the  clerk  of  a  minister ;  you 
eoinmunicated  to  him  the  instructions,  the  plans^  the  secrets 
of  the*  cabinet  of  Corsica. 

Iliis  conduct,  which  is  considered  here  as  base  and  atro- 
cious, appears  to  me  quite  natural ;  but  this  is  because,  in  all 
sorts  of  affidrs,  we  should  understand  one  another^  and  reason 
with  coolness. 

'  The  prude  censures  the  coquette,  and  is  laughed  at  by  her 
in  return ;— this,  in  a  few  words,  is  your  history.  The  man 
of  principle  judges  you  harshly,  but  you  do  not  belieye  that 
there  is  a  man  of  principle.  The  common  people,  who  are 
always  led  away  by  virtuous  demagogues,  cannot  be  appre- 
ciated by  you,  who  do  not  believe  in  virtue.  You  cannot 
be  condemned  but  by  your  own  principles,  like  a  criminal  by 
the  laws ;  but  those  who  know  the  refinement  of  your  prin- 
ciples^ find  nothing  in  your  conduct  but  what  is  very  sim- 
ple;    Thw  brings  us  back,  then,  to  what  we  have  already 
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md,  thai;  ia  aU  torto  of  tJfym,  ike  first  tbkig  ve^nMte  k  l§ 
undenlADd  one  mother^  and  then  aigiie  coeliy.  Ton  sxeafao 
protected  by  a  sort  of  sub-defence,  not  less  efifectoal,  for  yo« 
do  not  aspire  to  the  reputation  of  a  Cato  or  a  Catinat.  It  is 
sufficient  f<ff  you  to  resemble  s  certain  class;  and^  among 
this  certain  class,  it  is  agreed  that  he  who  may  get  money^ 
and  does  not  profit  by  the  opportunily,  is  aninny  ;  for  money 
procures  all  the  pleasures  (tf  sense,  and  the  pleasures  of  sense 
are  the  only  {deasures.  Now,  M.  de  Chdiseul,  who  was  yery 
liberal,  made  it  impossible  fat  you  to  resist  him^— psrticukriy 
as  your  ridiculous  country  paid  you  for  your  services,  accord* 
ing  to  her  laughable  custom,  by  the  honour  of  serving  hex* 

The  treaty  of  Compiegne  being  condnded,  M.  de  ChauyeMii 
and  twenty-four  battalions  landed  on  our  shores*  Jtl.  de 
Choiseul,  to  whom  the  celerity  of  the  expedition  was  most 
knportant,  had  uneasiness  on  the  subject,  which,  in  his  ooihi 
fidentud  communications^  he  could  not  disguise  from  yon: 
You  suggested  that  he  should  send  yott  there  with  a  im 
millions.  As  Philip  took  cities  with  hh  Mule,  you  promised 
to  make  everything  yield  to  him  without  opposition.  No 
sooner  said  than  done,—- end  there  you  are,  recroesing  the 
sea,  throwing  off  the  mask,  and,  with  money  and  your  com* 
mission  in  your  hand,  opening  negotiations  wiUi  those  whom 
you  thought  would  be  most  easily  gained  over. 

Never  imagining  that  a  Corsican  could '{vefer  himself  to  his 
country,  the  Cabinet  of  Corsica  had  intrusted  you  with  her  in* 
terests.  Never  dreaming,  for  your  part,  that  any  man  would 
not  prefer  money  and  himself  to  his  country,  you  sold  your- 
self and  hoped  to  buy  every  body.  Profound  moralist  as 
you  wtre,  you  knew  how  much  die  enthusiasm  of  each  in* 
dividual  was  worth ;  some  pounds  of  gold,  more  or  less, 
formed,  in  your  eyes,  all  the  shades  which  diversify  charac- 
ters. 

You  were  mistaken,  however:— the  weak-minded  weie 
certainly  shaken,  but  they  were  terrified  by  the  hotmble 
idea  of  mangling  the  bosom  of  their  country.  They  thought 
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llief  taw  tiMif  MketB,  tkeir  broliiera,  didr  Mends^  wli« 
iwrahed  in  detediag  litt,  i»ae  liieir  heads  Ihmi  thft 
load  them  ^rith  coTBeB.  These  ridicolous  prejudices  ware 
•trang  enough  to  stop  yoa  in  your  career ;  you  lamented  ha- 
ving to  do  with  a  people  so  childish  in  its  notions.  Bitt,  mt, 
this  refinement  of  sentiment  is  not  bestowed  on  the  nnidti* 
tvde;  andy  therefote,  tfaeylive  in  poverty  and  wretchodnesB ; 
while  a  man  who  has  gotproper  notions^  if  dicnmstaneeB  h^ 
fear  him  ever  so  little,  knows  tite  way  tonie  very  speedUyi. 
Thiaiapietiy  enedy  the  monl  of  ytmr  story. 

Whan  yon  made  yonr  report  of  ^ko oibstadea  wUchpte* 
vented  yon  ftom  realising  yonr  promises,  yon  propoosd  thai 
the  Ro]^  €ondcan  r^;iment  should  be  brooght.  Yon  hoped 
tiuct  ita  example  would  enlq^ten  our  too  sii^e  and  heilast 
peaaanti^  and  accustom  them  to  things  to  which  they  fidt  lo 
much  repugnance.  But  what  happoied  ?  Did  not  Rossty 
Marengo,  and  some  other  madmen,  inflame  the  miiida.of 
the  regiment  to  such  a  pitch,  that  the  officers  in  w  hoiiy  pro- 
tested, by  an  authentic  writiK^,  that  they  woi^  throw  up 
their  coBBmissionB,  sooner  than  violate  their  oaths,  or  th«f 
duties,  which  were  still  more  sacred  ?' 

You  thus  found  yourself  reduced  to  stand  akme  aa  an  ex- 
ample to.  others.  Without  being  disconecEted,  at  the  head  of 
a  few  friends  and  a  Frendi  deta4^ment,.yau  Unew  yourself 
into  Vesoovato;  but  the  terrible  demeat*  nnhcnneHffd  you 
from  thenee.  You  retired  upon  Bastia  with  your  eompa- 
nionsm  adventure,   Thia  Utde  affidr  was  not  mfaeh  to  ^nwr 


•  Clamenft  FMdi,  elcter  brodier  of  the  Gcnecd^  a  food  loldicr*  «&  coKMllent 
citisen,  a  leal  phOcMQpher.  At  the  begiimmg  of  an  action  he  could  not  bring  him- 
•df  to  engage  in  personal  combat ;  he  gave  Ws  orders  with  the  sangfroid  which 
chanctcriies  the  good  offioer.  Bttthenoiooii«riawUimMibcgintaftll,ttia& 
he  wiMd  hjaanns  witha  oonTulatyemoiwnMntof  UidigoatioQ,  »oA  made  uie  of 
them,  exclaiming—"  Ui\}tut  men !  why  break  down  the  barriers  of  nature  ? 
#hy  mutt  you  be  enemies  of  your  country  ?•• 

AVftweintaUm«naen,slmflefaihUhabitt,b0htfat«syiUveAntii«A.  It 
«mi  only  in  gnat  emeigendes  that  he  came  forward  to  give  hit  opinion,  which 
was  Tery  seldom  departed  ftom. 
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«M4it ;  yolir  honm,  and  dioMof  your  tm&eUteB,  Wt»e  bltttii 
But*  in  «  (daoe  of  Mf«ly>  you  knglied  at  tfaew  impolcfbt  ef^ 
Ibrti. 

People  here  charge  yoa  with  having  endeavoured  to  arfin 
Ifae  Royal  Conieana  against  their  brethren.  They  also  wish  to 
impeach  yoor  courage,  from  the  small  resistance  you  made  at 
Vcaeovato.    There  is  little  foundataon  for  these  accusations ; 
fyt  the  first  waa  an  immediate  consequence  of  your  prqjeets^ 
indeed  one  of  your  means  of  executing  them ;  and,  as  we  hxtt 
already  proved  that  your  conduct  was  perfectly  simple  and  d«- 
tural,  this  incidental  charge  goes  for  nothing.  As  to  your  want 
of  coufase,  I  do  not  see  how  this  is  settled  by  the  action  of 
Veaeovato :  You  did  not  go  there  with  the  serious  purpose  of . 
fightingy  but  for  the  sake  of  encouraging^  by  your  example; 
thoae  who  were  wavering  in  the  opposite  party.    And  alter 
all,  what  right  has  any  one  to  require  that  you  should  have 
run  the  risk  of  losing  the  fruits  of  two  years'  good  conduct, 
by  being  shot  like  a  common  soldier?    But  you  must  have 
felt  a  good  deal,  say  some  folks,  on  seeing  your  own  housei 
and  those  of  your  friends,  become  a  prey  to  the  flames.  Good 
God!   when  will  narrow-minded  people  give  over  trying  to 
judge  of  everything?  Your  letting  your  house  be  burnt,  put 
M.  doChoiseul  under  the  necessity  <^  indemnifying  you.  £x« 
perience proved  thoaccuracyof  yoor  calculations;  you  recei* 
ved  much  more  than  the  value  of  what  you  lost    To  be  sure 
yon  are  accused  of  having  kept  all  to  yourself,  and  of  havinf; 
given  nothing  but  a  trifle  to  the  poor  creatures  whom  yon 
had  seduced.    In  order  to  justify  your  having  acted  in  this 
way,  it  is  only  necessary  to  inquire  if  you  could  do  it  with 
perfect  safety.  Now,  the  poor  people  who  were  so  dependent 
on  your  protection,  were  neither  in  a  condition  to  demand  res- 
titution, nor  even  to  understand  very  clearly  the  injustice 
which  was  done  them.    They  could  not  become  malcontents, 
and  rebel  against  your  authority ;  being  hdd  in  detestation 
by  their  countrymen,  theur  return  to  their  former  sentiments 
•ould  no  longer  be  held  as  sincere.    It  was  then  very  natural 
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ikmip  whta  a  f«w  UiottMiid  orownt  t&ut  came  in  ydttr  waf,' 
joa  should  not:  let  tlieni  out  oi  your  hands ;— to  have  done* 
so  would  have  been  eheattng  yourself.  ^ 

The  Frenchj  beaten  in  spite  of  their  gold^  their  cmxank* 
ikwsy:  the  dJBcipKnft  of  their  numerous  battalions,  the  ae-- 
tivity  of.  their  squadrons/  the  skill  of  their  artillerytnen^^-* 
defeated  at  La  Penta^  Veseorato^  Loietto,  San*Nioolai^  Bofgo" 
Barbaggio>  01etta»— entrenehed  themselves^  excessively  dia**-  . 
heartened.  Winter^  the  time  of  their  repose>  was  for  yon. 
Sir,  a  period  of  the  greatest  labour;  and  if  you  could  not 
triumph  over  the  obstinacy  of  pr^udices  so  deeply  rooted  in 
the  minds  of  the  people^  you  found  means  to  seduce  some  of- 
ihar  chie&j  whom  you  succeeded^  though  with  some  difficulty,- 
in  bringing  to  a  right  way  of  thinking.  This,  dong  witfi 
the  thirty  battalions  whom  M.  de  Vaux  Ivought  with  him 
the  following  spring,  forced  Corsica  to  yield  to  the  ydce, 
sad  droye  Paoli  and  the  greatest  fanatics  into  banishment. 

One  portion  of  the  patriots  had  died  in  the  defence  of  tiieir 
ind^peiMlenoe,  another  had  fled  from  a  kod  of  proscription, 
and  which,  from  that  time,  was  a  hideous  den  of  tyrants.  But 
a  great  number.could  neither  die  nor  takeflight ;  Uiey  became 
the  olyects  of  persecution.  Minds,  whom  it  had  been  found- 
impossible  to  corrupt,  were  of  such  a  stamp,  that  the  empire' 
of  the  Frendi  could  only  be  established  on  their  total  destruc- 
tbn*  Alas!  this  plan  was  hut  too  punctually  executed.  Smne* 
perished,  victims  of  crimes  unjusfly  imputed  to  them ;  others,- 
betrayed  by  their  own  hoepitidity,  and  by  their  own  confi- 
dence, expiated  on  the  scaffi)ld  the  aighs  and  tears  into  which> 
they  had  been  surprised  by  dissimulation.  A  great  number, 
crowded  by  Narbonne-Eridaelar  into  the  town  of  Toulon,' 
poisoned  by  unwholesome  food,  tortured  by  their  chains,  and^ 
sinking  under  the  moat  barbarous  treatment,  lived  a  short; 
time  in  their  misery,  merely  to  see  death  slowly  approaching. 
•— O^  God,  witness  of  thebr  innocence,  why  didst  thou  not  be** 
some  their  avenger ! 
In  the  midst  of  this  general  calaioity>  in  .the  midst  of  the 
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gnMOt  and  ktneatatioitt  of  tbU  unlbmuiate  ipeopfe,  yw, 
howerer,  IteffOk  to  oi^y  ibo  finuAof  yoar  labownhi-hoiioiin, 
dignities,  pensi(»u,  all  were  abowend  iq^OB.  yao.  Tow  pros- 
penty  would  hare  adyapied  still  more  n^idiy^  liad  not  Da 
Basri  orerthzown  M.  do  Chdaeoly  and  deprif^  yoa  of  api^ 
tector,  wbo  duly  afpreeiated  yonr  aervioaa.  Thib  Mow  £d 
not  disooiizage  .yoa;  you  turned  your  attention  to  4^  bu* 
remia;  you  marely  lelt  the  neoeasity  of  gtoater.oaaidoi^* 
Thia  Ottered  tbo  penana  in  offiee^  your  aenrioea  wor&fio  no- 
torious. AUyourwidieawoR^gniitad.  Not  contant  wti&  ^ 
lake  of  Biguglia,  you  demanded  a  pait  of  the  landa  of  aaany 
oprnmunitiea  Why»  it  ia  said>  did  yon  wiil^  to-dapriTo  fSbsm 
of  theae. landa?  Iaak,inmy  tun^whatTCgudougbtyouto 
bftve  for  a  nation,  by  wbonvyou  knew  yovnelf  to  be  de- 
taaiad? 

Your  favourite  prefect  waa»  to  divide  the  iahnd  amcNE^  ten 
Barons*  How!  not  satisfied  with  having  aaaiBted  kifotgng 
tbe  chains  ¥ri(h  wbich  your  oonatry  was  bound,  yom  wished 
still  further  to  subject  her  to  the4diaurd.fsudal  go^renfinent? 
B^t  I  ooonnend  you  for  having  doneaa  mnab  harm  to  tibe 
Coraicansaa  you  possibly  could.  You  wave  at  war  widi  them; 
xndf  in  war,  to  do  evil  for  one's  own  advantage,  is  a  first 
principle. 

But  let  ua  pass  over  aU  these  paltiy  mattenH-Jet  us  oome 
tojthe  pcesent  momettt,  and  condude  a  letter,  wfaieh,  fima 
its  frightful  l^nigth,  cannot  £sul  to  £aigae  you. 

The  state  of  alBure  in  France  progAoatieated  extiaMtltnaiy 
events.  You  became  alarmed  to  the  eii^ct  of  Uiem  in  Cor- 
sica. The  same  madness  with  whjlch  we  were  possessed  be- 
fore the  war,  began,  to  your  gveot  scand^,  to  infect  diat 
amiable  people.  You  compreheHded  the  consequences ;  for, 
if  noble  sentiments  were  togaia  an  ascendency  in  poblie  opi- 
mon,  you  would  become  no  better  than  a  tndfor>  instead  of 
being  a  man  of  prudence  and  good  sense.  MTbat  was  sdll 
worse,  if  ever  noble  smtiments  were  again  to  stir  the  Mood 
of  omr.  ardent  oowitryinen,  and  if  ev«  a  national  govenmient 
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were  to  be  the  result  of  sudi  senHments^  whst  would  becdsoid 
of  yoa  ?  Your  own  coosdenoe  then  h^;an  to  terrify  you* 
Bestleis,  howeyer^  and  unhappy  as  you  were^  you  did  not 
yield  to  your  ctmacience.  You  resolved  to  risk  everything  for 
ererything — but  you  "played  your  game  skilfully.  You  mar* 
ried>  to  strengthen  your  interest  A  respectable  man,  who, 
relying  on  your  word^  had  given  his  sister  to  your  nephew, ' 
found  himself  abused.  Your  nephew,  whose  patrimony  yott 
had  swallowed  up  in  order  to  increase  an  inheritance  which  > 
was  to  have  been  his  own,  was  reduced  to  poverty,  with  a  nu« 
merous  family. 

Having  arranged  your  domestic  affairs,  yon  cast  your  eyea 
over  the  country.  You  saw  it  smoking  with  the  blood  of  its 
martyrs,  heaped  with  numerous  victims,  and,  at  every  step, 
inspiring  only  ideas  of  vengeance.  But  you  saw  the  ruffian 
soldier,  the  insolent  pettifogger,  the  greedy  tax-gatherer,. 
lord  it  without  contradiction ;  and  the  Corsican,  grosning  un* 
der  the  weight  of  triple  chains;  neither  dariog  to  think  of 
what  he  was,  nor  to  reflect  on  what  he  still  nught  be.  You 
said  to  yourself,  in  the  joy  of  your  heart,  '^  Things  go  on 
well,  and  the  (mly  thing  is  to  keep  them  so."  And  straight* 
way  you  leagued  yourself  with  the  soldier,  the  pettifogger, 
and  the  tax-gatherer.  The  only  point  now  to  be  attended  to 
was,  to  procure  deputies  who  should  be  animated  by  conge- 
nial  sentiments ;  for,  as  to  yourself,  you  could  never  suppose 
that  a  nation  which  was  your  enemy  would  choose  you  fat 
her  representative.  But  you  necessarily  changed  your  opi- 
nion, when  the  letters  of  convocation,  by  an  absurdity  which 
was  perhaps  the  result  of  design,  determined  that  the  deputy 
from  the  nobility  should  be  appointed  by  an  assembly  oom« 
posed  of  only  twenty-two  persons.  All  that,  was  necessary 
was  to  obtain  twelve  votes.  Your  associates  in  the  higher 
council  laboured  with  activity.  Threats,  promises,  caresses 
money,  all  were  put  in  action.  You  succeeded.  Your  fiiends 
were  not  so  successful  among  the  Commons.  The  first  pre- 
cideDt  failed  ;  and  two  men  of  exalted  idea»«-the  one  the  sou, 

VOL.  IX.  b 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


XViii  AITKKDIX.       NO.   I..- 

th9  htod»r,  Uieiieph«w>  of  lihe  nuNii^eiiklntdelitodclftof  dM 
oomBum  caiiBfr^tfae  other  a  penon  who  had  Me)i  SianviDo 
and  Narbonne,  and  whose  mind  was  full  of  Uiehorrid  actieiai 
he  had  leen,  while  hekmeDtedhisowii  want  of  power  toop^ 
poae  them ;— 4he8e  two  men  were  proelaiiDed  deputies  and 
thaiv  appointment  aatiified  the  wi^ca  of  the  natioiw  The 
aeerel  diagrin^  the  luppieflBed  r$ge,  whieh  were  every whese 
cMiae4  by  your  appointment,  form  the  beat  enkgy  on  the  akiU 
of  your  manoeiiTtea^  and  the  inftusnce  of  your  league. 

When  yovi  asti^  at  Venailles,  you  were  a  sealoua  Roy« 
alist*  When  you  now  arrived  at  Paris^  you  must  hateseea 
with  m«eh  eonccm^  that  the  goremment^  whkh  it  waa  wished 
to  ofganue  upon  so  many  ruins^  was  the  jnme  with  that 
whkh>  in  our  country*  had  been  drowned  in  so  much  Uood* 
'  The  elforta  of  the  unprincq^ed  were  powerleas  ;  the  new 
oonatituttoB  being  admired  by  all  Europe,  and  having  become 
an  object  of  interest  to  every  thinking  being,  there  remained 
fiv  yon  but  one  reeource.  This  was,  to  make  it  bo  believed 
Hiat  this  oonstitutioB  was  not  adapted  to  our  island  ;  although 
it  wus  exactly  the  same  with  tiiat  which  had  produced  sndi 
good  oflfeds,  and  which  it  cost  so  much  blood  to  depdve  ua 
of. 

All  the  ddiqgatea  of  the  former  administration,  who  nato* 
^  ra^  entered  into  your  cabal,  served  yon  with  the  leal  arising 
Pnm  personal  mterest.  Memoriak  were  written,  the  object 
of  whidi  was  to  prove  how  advantageous  f«nr  us  was  the  eidst* 
itig  gOfemment,  and  to  demonstrate  that  any  dnnge  woidd 
be  contrary  to  the  wish  of  the  nation.  At  this  time  the  city 
oC  Ajaedo  obtained  some  knowledge  of  what  waa  going  on. 
This  cily  roused  hcroelf,  formed  her  national  guard,  organised 
her  committee.  This  unexpected  incident  alanned  you— 
the  fermentation  spread  in  all  directions.  You  penuaded 
^e  ministers,  over  whom  you  had  gained  some  asoendeney 
in  ration  to  the  affkirs  of  Corsica,  that  it  was  of  importaBce 
to  send  thither  your  fkther-in^law,  M.  Gaficry,  with  a  cam« 
wand ;  and  immediately  we  sawM.  GalCbry,  a  worthy  procnr-. 
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SOT  of  M.  Karbonpe,  endearonriog^  al  the  head  of  his  tioopt^ 
to  mflintm'n  by  foFee  that  tyniony  which  his  l«te  father,  of 
glmofts  meiDory^  htd  resialed  imd  oonfbunded  by  his  genius. 
ImiQiiienfole  Uunders  left  im>  room  fiv  coDocaling  your  fa« 
ther*]n»law's  medioerity  of  taleBt ;  be  possessed  qo  other  art 
but  that  of  making  h^scAf  aiemies.  The  peoplo  rallied 
agsinst  him  <m  every  side*  Is  this  iamim^t  danger  you  lift* 
ed  up  your  eyes,  and  saw  Narbonne !  Narbonne,  proiting  by 
a  momeitf  of  lavoHr^  had  laid  the  pbn  of  establishing  firmly^ 
in  an  island  which  lie  bad  wasted  wi^  ni^eard*of  crueHy^ 
die  despotism  whidi  oppressed  it  You  laid  your  faestds  tqge« 
thcr ;  the  pkb  was  detemlifted  on ;  five  thousand  va&k  ze« 
ceived  ordera,  oonuoiissions  for  increasing  by  a  battaMon  the 
provindftl  regiment  were  prepared ;  Narboane  set  out  TWf 
poor  nation,  unaitaed  and  disheartened,  withoiit  hc^  and 
without  resource^  is  defivenad  into  Out  hands  of  her  exeeu* 
tioner. 

O  unhappy  countrymen !  Of  what  odious  treachery  were 
yon  to  be  the  victimsf  You  would  not  perceive  it  fill  it  wal 
too  late.  How  were  you>  without  aims,  to  resist  ten  thou* 
sand  men  ?  You  would  yoiuself  bave  signed  the  act  (^  your 
degradation ;  hope  would  have  been  extinguiidied ;  and  dsfl 
of  unintennpted  misfortune  would  have  sneeeeded.  £iQa»* 
ctpsted  France  wottld  have  looked  upon  you  with  contempt ; 
afflicted  Italy  with  indigiuUion ;  and  Europie,  aatonisfaed  at 
this  unexampled  degree  of  degradation,  would  have  efl^u)ed 
fmra  her  annals  the  traits  whidi  do  honour  to  your  ebanus# 
ter.  But  your  deputies  from  the  Commons  penetrated  the 
design,  and  informed  you  of  it  in  time.  A  Idng^  whose  only 
widi  was  the  happiness  of  his  people,  being  well  informed  on 
the  subject  by  M.  La  Fayette,  that  steady  friend  of  liberty, 
dissipated  the  intrigues  of  a  perfidious  minister,  who  was  cer- 
tainly impelled  by  the  desire  <tf  vengeance  to  do  you  injury. 
Ajacdo  showed  resolution  in  her  address,  in  which  was  de^ 
«!i%ed  with  such  energy  the  nriseraWe  sUte  to  which  yott 
were  reduced  by  the  most  oppressive  of  governments.    Has- 
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tia^  till  then  Bttipifled  as  k  were^  awoke  at  the  Bound  of  dan-* 
ger,  and  took  up  anxis  with  that  resolution  for  which  she  has 
been  always  distinguished.  Arena  came  from  Paris  to  6a- 
lagne,  full  of  those  sentiments  which  lead  men  to  the  boldest 
enterprises;  With  arms  in  one  hand^  and  the  decrees  of  the 
National  Assembly  in  the  other>  he  made  the  public  enemies 
tremble.  Achilles  Meurate^  the  conqueror  of  Caprana^  who 
had  carried  desolation  as  far  as  Genoa,  and  who,  to  be  a  Tii« 
renne,  wanted  nothing  but  opportunity  and  a  more  extensive 
field,  reminded  his  companions  in  glory,  that  this  was  the 
time  to  acquire  additional  fame,— that  their  country  in  danger 
had  need,  not  of  intrigues,  which  he  knew  nothing  about,  but 
of  fire  and  sword.  At  the  sound  of  so  general  an  explosiray 
Grafibry  returned  to  the  insignificance  from  which  he  had  been 
brought,  so  maUd-propos,  by  intrigues  ;-^he  trembled  in  the 
fortress  of  Certe.  Narbonne  fled  from  Lyons,  to  hide  in 
Rome  his  shame,  and  his  infernal  projects.  A  few  days  after- 
wards Corsica  is  united  to  France,  Paoli  recalled ;  and  in  an 
instant  the  prospect  changes,  and  opens  to  your  view  a  oomse 
of  eyents  which  you  could  not  have  dared  to  hope  for^ 

I  beg  your  pardon,  sir ;  I  took  up  my  pen  to  defend  you ; 
but  my  heart  revolts  against  so  uniform  a  system  of  treason 
and  atrocity.  What !  did  you,  a  son  of  the  same  country, 
never  feel  anything  for  her  }  What !  did  your  heart  expe- 
rience no  emotion  at  the  sight  of  the  rocks,  the  trees,  the 
houses,  the  spots  which  were  the  scenes  of  your  infant  amuse- 
ments ?  When  you  came  into  the  world,  your  country  noa« 
rished  you  with  her  fruits ;  when  you  came  to  the  years  of 
reason,  she  placed  her  hopes  in  you ;  she  honoured  you  with 
ber  confidence ;  she  said  to  you,  ''My  son,  you  see  the  wretch- 
ed state  to  which  I  am  reduced  by  the  injustice  of  men ;— • 
through  my  native  vigour,  I  am  recovering  a  degree  of  strength 
which  promises  me  a  speedy  and  infallible  recovery  ;  but  I 
am  again  threatened  I  Fly,  my  son,  hasten  to  Versailles ;  in- 
form the  great  king  of  eve^thing,  dissipate  his  suspidons, 
i^nest  his  friendship." 
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Well !  a  little  gold  made  you  betray  her  confidence  ;  and 
forthwith^  for  a  little  gold^  you  were  seen^  like  a  parridde,. 
tearing  open  her  bosom.  Ab,  sir^  I  am  far  from  wishiag 
yon  ill ;  but  there  is  an  ayenging  consdence !  Your  ooun« 
trymen,  to  whom  you  are  an  object  of  horror^  will  enlighten 
France  as  to  your  character.  The  wealthy  the  pension s>  the 
fruits  of  your  treasons,  will  be  taken  from  you.  In  the 
decrepitude  of  old  age  and  poverty,  in  the  frightful  solitude 
0^  wickedness,  you  will  live  long  enough  to  become  a  prey  to 
the  torments  of  conscience*  The  father  will  point  you  out  to 
his  son,  the  master  to  his  pupil,  saying,  "  Young  people, 
learn  to  respect  your  country,  virtue,  fidelity,  and  humanity." 

And  you,  respectable  and  unhappy  woman,  whose  youth, 
beauty,  and  innocence  were  vilely  prostituted,  does  your  pure 
and  chaste  heart  beat  under  a  hand  so  criminal  ?  In  those 
moments  in  which  nature  gives  the  alarm  to  love,  when^ 
withdrawn  firom  die  chimeras  of  life,  unmingled  pleasures 
succeed  each  other  with  rapidity,  when  the  mind,  expanded 
by  the  fire  of  sentiment,  eigoys  only  the  pleasure  of  causing 
enjoyment,  and  feels  only  the  pleasure  of  exdting  feeling,— 
in  those  moments  you  press  to  your  heart,  you  become  iden- 
tifiq^  with  that  cold  and  selfish  man,  who  has  never  deviated 
from  his  character,  and  who,  in  the  course  of  sixty  years,  has 
never  known  anything  but  the  care  of  his  own  interest,  an 
mstinctive  love  of  destruction,  the  most  infamous  avarice,  the 
base  pleasures  of  sense  I  By  and  by,  the  glare  of  honours, 
the  trappings  of  riches,  will  disappear;  you  will  be  loaded  with 
general  contempt.  Will  you  seek,  in  the  bosom  of  him  who 
is  the  author  of  your  woes,  a  consolation  indispensable  to 
your  gentle  and  affectionate  mind  ?  Will  you  endeavour  to 
find  in  his  eyes  tears  to  mingle  with  yours  ?  Will  your  fail- 
ing hand,  placed  on  his  bosom,  seek  to  find  an  agitation  like 
that  in  your  own  ?  Alas,  if  you  surprise  him  in  tears,  they 
will  be  those  of  remorse ;  if  his  bosom  heave,  it  will  be  with 
the  convulsions  of  the  wretch,  who  dies  abhorring  nature, 
himself,  and  the  hand  that  guides  him. 
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O  Lmiieth f  O  R^beipiefrel  O  Petion  O  Vdlney  i  O If i- 
ralieaul  O  BaqiaTel  O  Baillyl  O  L«  FajelteS  tUfl  n  the 
man  wbo  dares  to  ssat  limaelf  by  your  aide  i  Dioppiiqp  wtUi 
the  blood  of  hk  brethveO)  stained  by  eTery  sort  of  Tioe,  be 
presents  faimaelf  with  oonfldenoe  in  ths^dnm  of  a  genetaV 
the  reward  of  his  crimes !  He  daits  to  call  himself  the  n« 
(^esentative  of  the  nation-^he  who  sold  her*«-aiid  yoa  so&r 
it !  He  davBS  to  raise  hia  eyes^  and  listen  to  your  diBeoaie» 
and  you  solfer  it !  Is  it  the  voice  of  the  people  that  sent  him^ 
He  never  had  more  than  the  voice  of  twdve  nobles.  iyaeciOi 
Bastia^  and  most  of  the  districts^  have  done  ihat  to  hia  effigy 
Which  they  would  have  been  very  glad  to  do  to  his  penoD*. 

But  you,  who  are  indnced,  by  the  etrorof  the  naonest^  or 
perhaps  tenporsry  abuses,  to  oppose  any  fsesh  chai^g^  will 
you  tolerate  a  traitor?  a  man  who^  under  the  oool  exterior  ef 
aman  of  sense,  eoneeals  the  avidity  of  a  laoqney  ?  I  cannot 
imagine  it.  Yoa  vrill  be  the  first  to  drive  him  away  with  igi' 
nominy,  as  soon  as  yea  are  aware  of  the  striag  of  ateocidBs 
of  which  he  has  been  die  author, 
I  have  the  honour,  S(c. 

BuoyArAKVJs. 

From  my  ch9^  at  MilieU^ 
93d  January^  Ve^r  i. 


No.  11. 
Volume  IF.  page  44. 


DESCENT  OF  THE  FRENCH  IN  SOUTH  WALES^ 
UNDER  GENERAL  TATE. 

W£  have  found  some  curious  particulars  respefstii^  l^ile's 
descent  in  the  Memoirs  v^  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  one  of  the 
unfortunate  and  misguided  Irish  gentlemen  who  were  engsged 
in  the  Rebellion  179»;  and  who  being  uken  on  his  return 
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to  Ufitaai  with  a  Fftndi  cxpetiten,  was  condaniied  md 
esccfttfld  theie.  The  anHior^  fbr  whom  we  entortaia  macfei 
tfompamnon,  seenM  tohaive  beea  agaUant  light-hearted  Ixubm 
man,  has  betd  fiill  of  scn^iof  pli^8>  and  hiaheurt  in  a  hi|^ 
fever  on  account  of  the  supposed  wrongs  which  his  eountry 
had  sustained  at  the  hands  of  Great  Britain.  His  hatred^ 
indeed#  bad  arisen  ta  a  pitch  which  seems  to  have  surprised 
biiwelf|r«a  appetfa  fiom  the  fionehisioQ  of  Ibe  foUowiog  ex- 
tmsto,  which  prove  that  nothing  less  than  the  total  dcstruat 
tioBofBristcd  waa  expected  firom  Tate  aad  his  merry  men^ 
who  had  been  indastiiondy  pidbed  out  aa  the  jpraatesi  cepra* 
hatca  of  the  Frcaich  anny. 

We  have  that  sort  of  opinion  of  Citiasn  Wolfe  Tone,  wlndi 

Isada  ua  to  iMnk  he  would  have  wept  heartily  had  he  been 

to  witness  the  hayae  of  whidi  he  seems  amhitioaB  to  be  an 

inalniment.  The  vioieneeof  hisexpreasioasoniy  riiowshow 

lavfl  war  and  pc^tieal  iary  can  deform  and  warp  the  manal 

^Miings.    But  we  diouid  have  liiud  to  have  seen  Pat's  eonn* 

tcnanoe  when  he  learned  that  the  BandeNoine  had  kid  down 

their  arms  to  a  handfiil  of  Welsh  militia^  backed  by  the  ap^ 

fearsnoe  o£a  body  of  market  women,  with  red  doaks,  (audi 

was  the  fiict),  whom  they  took  for  the  head  of  a  supporting 

column.    Sven  these  attempts  at  pillage,  in  which  they  woe 

supposed  80  dexterous,  were  foiled  by  the  exertions  of  the  sooa 

of  Owen  Glendower«    The  only  blood  spilt  was  that  of  a 

Fiench  straggler,  surprised  by  a  Wdsh  firmer  in  the  act  of 

atomunghishmi^roost.  The  bdd  Briton  knocked  the  a8saila^t 

on  the  head  with  hu  flail,  aad,  not  knowing  whom  he  had 

dain^  baried  bim  in  the  dunghill,  until  he  learned  by  the 

report  of  the  country  that  he  had  shun  a  French  invader, 

when  he  was  much  astonished  and  delighted  with  his  own 

vdonr.    Snch  was  the  event  of  the  invadon  ;  Mr  Tone  will 

tdi  ua  what  was  expected. 

Nov.lst  and  2d,  1796,  (BrnMt), 
Cdonel  Shee  telk  me  that  General  Qnan^  has  hem  dis- 
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paitfaed ixmh  Fludung  with  dOOOof  the  greatest i«|wolMitei 
in  the  French  army,  to  land  in  England^  and  do  as  modi 
miacfaief  as  ponsihle,  and  that  we  have  3000  of  the 
atamp^  whom  we  are  also  to  disgoi^  on  the  EngHsh 


N<nf.2iihand9Sih. 
^  Colonel  Tate^  an  American  officer,  has  offered  his  Berrices, 
and  the  General  has  given  him  the  rank  of  Chef-de-^brigadei 
and  1050  men  of  the  Legion  Noire,  in  order  to  go  on  a  bnc- 
«aneering  party  into  England.  Excepting  some  little  enors 
in  the  locality,  which,  after  all,  may  seem  errors  to  me  from 
my  own  ignorance,  the  instructions  are  incomparably  well 
drawn ;  they  are  done,  or  at  least  corrected,  by  the  General 
himself;  and  if  Tate  be  a  dashing  fellow^  with  military  ta* 
lentB,  he  may  play  the  deril  in  England  before  he  is  caught. 
Hia  ol:gect  is  Liverpool ;  and  I  have  some  reason  to  think  the 
adieme  has  resulted  from  a  conversation  I  had  a  few  days 
since  with  Colonel  Shee,  wherein  I  told  him  that,  if  we  were 
once  settled  in  Ireland,  I  thought  we  might  make  a  piratical 
viait  in  that  quarter ;  and,  in  fact,  I  wish  it  was  we  that 
should  have  the  credit  and  profit  of  it.  I  should  like,  for  ex« 
ample,  to  pay  a  visit  to  Liverpool  myself,  with4k>me  of  ib» 
gentlemen  from  Ormond  Quay,  though  I  must  say  the  citi- 
sens  of  the  L^on  Noire  are  very  little  behind  my  .country- 
men either  in  appearance  or  morality,  which  last  has  been 
prodigiously  cultivated  by  three  or  four  campaigns  in  Bretagne 
and  La  Vend^  A  thousand  of  these  desperadoes,  in  thdr 
black  jackets,  will  edify  John  Bull  exceeddngly,  if  they  get 
safe  into  Lancashire. 

To-day,  by  the  General's  orders,  I  have  made  a  fair  copj 
of  Colonel  Tate's  instructions,  with  some  alterations  from  die 
rough  draught  of  yesterday,  particularly  with  regard  to  his 
first  destination,  which  is  now  fixed  to  be  Bristol  If  he  ar- 
rives safe,  it  will  be  very  possible  to  carry  it  by  a  coup  dc 
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maim  >n  wlueh  case  he  u  to  bum  it.to  the  gnnind.  I  eui- 
not  bat  obeerre.  here  diat  I  transcribed,  with  the  greatest 
ttm^frcidy  the  orders  to  reduce  to  ashes  the  third  city  of  the 
firitiah  dominions,  in  which  there  is,  perhaps,  property  to 
the  amount  of  L.5,000,000. 


No.  III. 

Vohme  IV.  page  178. 

HISTORICAL  NOTES  ON  THE  18th  BRUM  AIRE. 

'  The  following  facts,  which  have  never  been  made  public, 
but  with  which  we  have  been  favoured  from  an  authentic 
channel,  throw  particular  light  on  the  troubled  period  during 
which  Napoleon  assumed  the  supreme  power,  the  risks  which 
he  ran  of  being  anticipated  in  his  aim,  or  of  altogether  miss- 
ing it. 

In  the  end  of  July,  1799,  when  all  those  discontents  were 
fomenting,  which  afterwards  led  to  the  Revolution  of  the 
16th  Brumaire, 

General  Ai^ereau,  with  one  c^ihe  most  celebrated  veterans 
t>f  the  Republican  army,  attended  by  a  deputation  of  six  per- 
ams,  amongst  whom  were  Salicettl  and  other  members  of 
Convention,  came  on  a  mission  to  General  Bemadotte,  their 
minister  at  war,  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning. 

Their  object  was  to  call  the  Minister's  attention  to  a  ge« 
neral  report,  which  announced  that  there  was  to  be  a  speedy 
alteration  of  the  constituti<Hi  and  existing-  order  of  things. 
They  accused  Barras,  Sieyes,  and  Fouch^,  as  being  the  authors 
of  these  intrigues.  It  was  generally  believed,  they  said,  that 
<one  of  the  Directors,  (Barras,)  was  for  restoring  the  Bourbons  ; 
another,  (Sieyes  is  probably  meant,)  was  for  electing  the  Duke 
of  Brunswick.  The  deputation  made  Bemadotte  acquainted 
with  their  purpose  of  fulminating  a  decree  of  arreat  against 
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the  two  officMd  ponoDt.  Hating  ftnt  inquired  iviiat  praofs 
tiiey  ocmld  produce  in  enpport  of  tfceit  ellegatieiiSy  and  be* 
ing  informed  that  they  had  no  pondTe  proof  to  ofSar,  the 
Minister  informed  them  that  he  would  not  pairtieipate  la 
the  proposed  act  of  illegal  violence.  '*  I  require  your  word«f 
honour/'  he  said^  "  that  you  will  desist  from  this  project.  It 
is  the  only  mode  to  ensure  my  silence  on  the  subject" 
One  of  the  deputation,  whom  the  Minister  had  reason  to  ro* 
gard  as  a  man  of  the  most  exemplary  loyalty,  and  with  whom 
he  had  had  connexions  in  military  serrioe,  replied  to  him, 
"  Our  intention  wag  to  have  placed  you  in  possession  of  great 
power,  being  well  persuaded  that  you  would  not  abuse  it. 
Sinoe  you  do  not  see  the  matter  as  we  do,  the  a&ur  is  at  an 
end.  We  give  up  our  scheme.  Let  the  affidr  be  buried  in 
eoKplete  oUiyion*"  In  leas  than  two  montlis  aftenrards, 
Buonaparte's  arrival  gave  a  new  turn  to  the  sllite  of  af&in* 

He  landed,  as  is  well  loiowQj  at  Fr^us,  after  having  afaaa^ 
d^Nied  his  army  and  broke  the  quarantuae  laws.  When  this 
iatelligenee  reached  Bemadotte,  he  intimated  to  the  Btree* 
tory,  that  there  was  not  an  instant  to  lose  in  having  him 
bnyoght  bef<nre  a  eouncil  of  war*  General  Debel  was  in- 
structed to  make  this  communication  to  amember  of  dieDi* 
rectory,  who  was  one  of  his  Mends.  Colonel^  St  Martin,  of 
the  artillery,  spoke  to  this  JHrector  to  the  saaie  purpose.  His 
answer  was,  '^  We  are  not  strong  enough."  On  its  being 
said  that  Bemadotte  was  of  opinion  that  Buonaparte  shoakl 
be  iM*oceeded  again^  according  to  the  principles  of  military 
discipline,  and  that  the  opportunity  which  oecvmd  ahoidd 
be  l«id  hold  of,  the  Director  replied,  '^  Let  us  wait." 

Buonaparte  aixived  at  Paris.  All  the  Generals  weipt  to  visit 
him.  A  public  dinner  to  hkn  was  proposed,  and  a  list  for  that 
porpose  handed  about.  When  it  was  presented  to  Bemadotte 
,  by  two  members  of  the  Council  of  Fire  Hundred,  he  said  to 
them,  "  I  would  advise  you  to  put  off  this  dinner  till  he  ae^ 
count  satisfiictorily  for  having  abandoned  his  army."* 

•  When  Bemadotte  came  into  the  ministry,  it  became  a  question  whether 
BuonafNirte  should  not  be  sent  foi  from  Egyi»t.— "  It  is  the  anmy  you  mean/' 
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Mete  thtttk  (welfe  dayt  had  elapted  bsfcm  Benuidotte  wtw 

BuoBAparte.  At  the  request  of  Joseph,  his  brotiitr.in-kw,snd 

of  Madame  Lederc^  Buonepurte's  sister,  Bemadotte  at  length 

went  to  visit  him.    The  eonversation  tamed  upon  £g]rpt* 

Buoiiapar  te  having;  b«gan  to  talk  of  publie  afftin,  Bemadotte 

aikywed  hitn  to  enlarge  on  the  necessity  of  a  change  in  the 

g^enmient ;  and  at  Jast^  perceiTifig  that  Buonaparte,  aware 

air  the  awkwrnrdness  of  his  situation,  was  exaggerating  the 

unlkTOurable  circumstances  ia  the  situation  of'Fnuoe,*^ 

*^  Bat^  General,"  said  Bemadotte,  '^  the  Russians  are  beaten 

in  Switzerland,  and  haTe  retired  into  Bohemia;  a  line  of  de» 

fence  is  maintained  between  the  Alps  and  the  Ligurian  Ap« 

peainea  ;  we  aie  ia  possession  of  Genoa ;  Holland  is  sared-^ 

the  RoBsian  army  that  was  there  is  destroyed^  and  the  £»g* 

liah  army  has  retired  to  England:— 15,000  insurgents  have 

just  been  dispersed  in  the  department  of  the  Upper  Gaionne, 

and*  canatrained  to  take  refoge  in  Spain ; — at  this  moment 

we  are  busied  in  raising  two  hundred  auxiliary  baitalions  of 

1000  men  cadi,  and  40,000  cavalry  ;  and  in  three  months  at 

most,  we  shall  not  know  what  to  do  with  this  multitude  of 

men,  unless  we  make  ihem  rush  into  Germany  and  Italy  like 

tonrenta.    Indeed,  if  you  had  been  able  to  bnng  the  army  of 

£gypt  miib^  you,  the  Tcterans  who  compose  it  would  have 

beoi  very  useful  in  forming  our  new  corps.    Though  we 

should  look  upon  this  army  as  lost,  unless  it  return  by  virtue 

of  a  treaty,  I  do  not  despair  of  the  safety  of  the  republic,  and 

I  am  convinced  she  will  withstand  her  enemies  both  at  home 

And  abroad."  While  pronouncing  the  words  enemtev  o^  Aoiae, 

Bemadotte  unintentionally  looked  in  the  face  of  Buonaparte, 

whose  confusion  was  evident.  Madame  Buonaparte  changed 

•the  ooQvecsatioD,  and  Bemadotte  soon  after  took  leave. 


■***  <*»  Mfaditer,— "  for  ai  to  the  General,  you  know  he  has  an  eye  to  the  We- 
tetonhip}  «id«fliMfii«  vendf  to  bring  htm  to  Franee,  would  Juft  te  giving 
it  to  him." 

A  French  fleet  was  »t  that  time  cruising  in  thi?  Mediterranean,— the  Minister 
insisted  that  it  should  be  ordered  into  Toulon. 
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Some  days  afterwards,  M.  R— — ,  formerly  chief  secretary 
to  the  minister  of  war;  hegged  General  Bemadot^  to  introduce 
him  to  Buonaparte.  The  general  carried  him  along  with  him. 
After  the  usual  compliments,  they  began  to  talk  of  the  situ* 
ation  of  France.  Buonaparte  spoke  much  of  the  great  ex-- 
dteraent.  of  feeling  among  the  republicans,  and  particular- 
ly in  the  ^*  dub  du  manege"  Bemadotte  said,  in  answer, 
"  When  an  impulse  is  once  given,  it  is  not  easily  stopped* 
This  you  have  often  experienced.  After  having  impressed 
on  the  army  of  Italy  a  movement  of  patriotic  enthusiasm, 
you  could  not  repress  this  feeling  when  you  judged  it  proper 
to  do  so.  The  same  thing  happens  now.  A  number  of  indi- 
viduals, and  your  own  brothers  principally,  have  formed  the 
dub  you  speak  of.  I  have  never  belonged  to  it.  I  was  too 
busy,  and  had  too  many  duties  to  perform  as  minister,  to  be 
able  to  attend  it.  You  have  alleged  that  I  have  favoured 
these  meetings.  This  is  not  correct.  I  have  indeed  support- 
ed many  respectable  persons  who  belonged  to  this  dub,  be- 
cause their  views  were  honest,  and  they  hoped  to  give  pre- 
valence to  a  spirit  of  moderation  and  prudence,  which  is  ge- 
nerally thrown  aside  by  ambitious  men.  Salioetti,  a  particu-* 
lar  friend  and  secret  confidant  of  your  brothers,  was  one  of  the 
directors  of  that  meeting.  It  has  been  believed  by  observers, 
and  is  believed  still,  that  the  state  of  exdtement  which  you 
complain  of,  has  originated  in  the  instructions  recdved  by 
Salicetti." 

Here  Buonaparte  lost  temper,  and  declared  that  he  would 
rather  live  in  the  woods,  than  continue  to  exist  in  the  midst 
of  a  sodety  which  gave  him  no  security. 

"  What  security  do  you  want?"  answered  General  Bema- 
dotte. Madame  Buonaparte,  fearing  that  the  conversation 
would  become  too  warmrchanged  the  subject,  addressing  her- 
self to  Mr  R- — ,  who  was  known  to  her.  General  Berna- 
dotte  did  not  persist  in  his  questions,  and,  after  some  general 
conversation,  he  withdrew. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  Joseph  had  a  large  party  at  Mor- 
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Tontaine.  Buonaparte^  meeting  General  Bernadotte  coming 
out  of  the  TMdtre  Francis,  inquired  if  he  was  to  be  of  the 
party  on  the  following  day.  Being  answered  in  the  affirma« 
tiye — *'  Will  you,"  said  he,  '*  give  me  my  coffee  to-morrow 
morning?  I  h4ve  occasion  to  pass  near  your  house,  and  shall 
be  yery  glad  to  stop  with  you  for  a  few  moments."  Next 
morning,  Buonaparte  and  his  wife  arrived;  Louis  follow- 
ed them  a  moment  afterwards.  Buonaparte  made  himself 
very  agreeable.*  In  the  evening  there  was  some  conversa- 
tion between  Regnault  de  St  Jean  d'Angely,  Joseph,  and 
Luden.  Buonaparte  conversed  with  Bernadotte,  who  saw, 
from  his  embarrassed  air,  and  frequent  fits  of  absence,  that 
his  mind  was  deeply  occupied.  He  had  no  longer  any 
doubt  that  it  was  Buonaparte's  determined  purpose  to  save 
himself,  by  the  overthrow  of  the  constitution,  from  the 
danger  with  which  he  was  threatened  in  consequence  of  his 
leaving  Egypt,  abandoning  his  army,  and  violating  the  qua- 
rantine laws.  He  resolved  to  oppose  it  by  every  means  in 
his  power.  On  his  return  to  Paris,  he  happened,  accidental- 
ly, to  be  in  a  house  belonging  to  a  fellow  countryman  and 
friend  of  Moreau's.  That  general  having  inquired  if  he  had 
been  at  the  party  at  MOrfontaine,  and  if  he  had  spoken  with 
Buonaparte,  and  Bernadotte  having  told  him  he  had,  Mo- 
reau  said,  '^  That  is  the  man  who  has  done  the  greatest  harm 
to  the  Republic."—"  And,"  added  Bernadotte,  "  who  is  pre- 
paring the  greatest."'—*^  We  shall  prevent  him,"  replied  Mo- 
Teau.  The  two  generals  shook  hands,  and  promised  to  stand 
by  each  other  in  resisting  the  deserter  from  Egypt.  So  they 
called  him  in  presence  of  a  number  of  persons,  among  whmn 
was  the  ex-minister,  Fetiet 

The  Directory,  it  is  true,  did  not  enjoy  the  public  esteem. 
Sieyes  stood  first  in  reputation  among  the  ^ye  members, 
but  he  was  looked  upon  as  being  timid  and  vindictive.    He 


•  It  was  by  no  raeani  ftom  frieaddiip  that  Buonaparte  went  to  fiemadotte*! 
on  this  oeca^iMi ;  but  really  to  render  the  Directory  and  the  firiends  of  the  re- 
public suspicious  as  to  ttiat  general's  intentions. 
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was  beli£V«d  to  be  dii^OBed  to  call  the  Dukeof  Brunawick  to 
tlie  thnme  ci  FraDo&  Banraa  was  smj^ted  by  some  persona 
of  being  in  treaty  with  the  Comto  Lille*  GU^ier,  Moulins^ 
and  Roger  Dueoe,  were  T^y  respectable  men>  but  fx>Baideied 
to  be  unfit  for  the  go¥a^inent  of  a  great  nation.  Gohier, 
however,  was  known  to  be  one  of  the  first  lawyers  of  that 
period,  to  be  of  incorruptible  int^ity  >  and  an  ardent  lover  of 
his  country. 

When  Sieyes  obtained  a  piace  in  the  Directory,  he  hadd^ 
sired  to  have  General  Beoiadotto  for  war-minister.  Some  eon- 
fidential  relations  between  tbem,  and  a  ciartain  degreo  of  de- 
ference whidi  Bemadotte  paid  to  Sieyes»  in  consequence  of 
his  great  celebrity,  had  flattered  his  sdf*bve.  Buonaparte's 
two  brothers,  Joseph  and  Lucien,  thinking  they  should  find 
in  Bemadotte  a  ready  instrument  for  the  executioD  of  the 
plans  of  their  iMrother,  whom  they  believed  to  be  on  the  point 
of  landing  in  France,  agreed  with  Sieyes  in  bringing  Bema- 
dotte into  the  ministry.  Crohier,  Moulins,  and  Roger  Duoos 
joined  the  Buonapartes  and  S^yes ;  Barras  alone  inclined  to- 
wards Dubois^Cranc^;  but  he  yielded  with  a  good  gnce  to 
the  opinion  of  his  colleagues. 

The  proposal  was  made  to  Bemadotte  at  a  dinner  at  3o' 
seph's,  in  the  Rue  du  Rocher,  Jouber^  one  of  the  party, 
who  had  recently  formed  an  intimacy  with  the  candidate  for 
the  place  oi  minister,  was  chosen  by  the  Buonapartes  to  ]^o- 
pose  it  to  him.  The  pri^sai  was  refused,  and  the  remon* 
sdrances  of  Joubert  had  no  effect  on  tibe  resolution  of  Bema- 
dotte, which  at  that  tiaie  appeared  inunovable.  The  Buo» 
napartes,  who  were  the  prime  movers  of  all  the  changes  which 
took  place,  and  enjoyed  the  distribution  of  all  the  great  posts, 
were  astonished  when  they  heard  General  Joubert's  report. 
They  got  several  members  of  the  council  to  endeavour  to  in- 
dnce  Bemadotte  to  accept.  Their  attempts  were  vain.  -  £very 
solicitation  was  followed  by  a  most  obstinate  refusal.  But 
what  could  not  be  done  by  Bernadotte's  fneadiB  and  partimns, 
duped  by  the  apparent  friendship  of  the  Buonapartes  ibr  Wm, 
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WIS  aceomplkhed  by  his  wife  and  sister-in^latr.  After  many 
dayi  spent  in  entreaties,  Bernadotte  yielded,  and  reoeiTcd 
the  porte-feuiUe  from  the  hands  of  General  MiIlet*Moreau, 
wIm  then  had  the  charge  of  that  defiartment;  The  Bnona* 
partes  were  not  slow  in  showing  a  desire  to  exercise  a  direct 
inflnence  in  the  war-department.  Many  of  their  creatures 
were  ruaed,  by  the  new  minister,  to  higher  situations ;  but 
the  number  of  fresh  applications  continually  made  to  him, 
convinced  Turn  tiiat  they  considered  hira  as  Wding  his  place 
merely  to  serve  their  purposes,  and  prepare  the  way  for  |2ietr 
elevation* 

The  minister,  who  went  regularly  at  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning  to  Uie  office  of  the  war-department,  where  he  bad  to 
repair  heavy  disasters,  recruit  the  army,  put  a  stop  to  dilapi«- 
dations,  organize  two  hundred  battalions  of  a  thousand  men 
each,  bring  back  to  their  corps  80,000  men,  who  had,  in  the 
txmrse  of  a  lew  years,  absented  themselves  without  permis* 
sion,  and  accomplish  an  extraordinary  levy  of  40,000  horse, 
did  not  return  to  his  honse,  in  the  rue  Cisaipine,  till  between 
five  and  six  in  liie  evening.  Joseph  and  his  wife  were  almost 
always  there.  Joseph  sometimes  turned  the  conviersation  on 
the  incapacity  of  the  Directory,  the  difficulty  of  things  re« 
maining  as  they  were,  and  the  necessity  of  new-moddling  the 
adsninisfarattop. 

BemMotte,  on  the  contrary,  thonght  that  If  the  Ave  direo« 
ton  wece  rednoed  to  three,  one  of  whom  should  go  out  of  office 
every  three  years,  the  constitution  would  go  on  very  well.  He 
-fbund  in  diat  form  of  govamm«it  the  creation  of  a  patrician 
ttnier  exdunvely  charged  with  the  government  of  the  state. 
Tlw  Roman  republic  was  his  model,  and  he  saw  in  the  oon«> 
stitolion  of  the  year  four  a  great  analogy  to  the  consular  pri- 
vileges and  the  rights  of  senators.  By  the  135th  article  of 
Ihat  constitution,  no  one  could  aspire  to  become  a  Director, 
without  having  betfn  first  a  member  of  one  of  the  two  coun« 
dls,  «  minister  of  state,  &c.  As  that  condition  was  already 
fulfiiled  in  his  case,  it  was  natural  that  he  should  incline  to- 
wards the  preservation  of  a  form  of  government  which  placed 
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him  onan  equality  with kings^  and  gave  him  the  hopes  of  se^i^ 
many  kings  tributary  to^  or  at  least  protected  by«  the  Repnb* 
lie.  These  discussions  sometimes  became  rather  unreseryed; 
and  it  was  at  such  a  time  that  Joseph  intimated  to  Bemadotte, 
in  a  sort  of  half-confidence,  the  possibility  of  his  brother's 
speedy  return.  The  minister  had  sufficient  presence  of  mind 
to  conceal  his  indignation ;  but  his  surprise  was  so  visible 
that  Joseph  was  alarmed  by  it.  He  endeavoured  to  diminish 
the  impression  which  his  communication  had  produced.    Ht 
said^  *^  That  what  he  had  advanced  was  merely  a  simple  con* 
jecture  on  his  part,  which  might  become  a  probability— 
perhaps,  even  (added  he)  a  reality;  for  he  has  conquered 
Egypt — ^his  business  is  at  end — ^he  has  nothing  more  to  do  in 
that  quarter." — "  Conquered!"  replied  Bemadotte — **  Say 
rather^  invaded.    This  conquest,  if  you  will  call  it  so,  is  far 
from  being  secure.    It  has  given  new  life  to  the  coalition 
which  was  extinct ;  it  has  given  us  all  Europe  for  our  ene- 
mies ;  and  rendered  the  very  existence  of  the  Republic  doubt- 
ful. Besides,  your  brother  has  no  authority  to  quit  the'army. 
He  knows  the  military  laws,  and  I  do  n«t  think  that  he 
would  be  inclined,  or  would  dare,  to  render  himself  liable  to 
punishment  under  them.     Such  a  deswtion  would  be  too 
serious  a  matter  ;  and  he  is  too  well  aware  of  its  consequen* 
ces."    Joseph  went  away  a  few  moments  afterwards;  and 
this  conversatioh  having  proved  to  him  that  Bemadotte  did 
not  concur  in  his  opinions,  it  became  an  object  to  produce  a 
breach  between  him  (Bemadotte)  and  Sieyes. 
.    Bemadotte  retired  from  the  ministry,  and  Buonaparte  ar- 
rived about  three  weeks  afterwards.    Net  being  able  to  doubt 
that  the  Directors  themselves  were  either  dupes  of  Buona- 
parte's ambition,  or  his  accomplices,  and  that  they  were  me- 
ditating with  him  the  overthrow  of  the  estoblished  order  of 
things.  General  Bemadotte  persevered  in  offering  his  counsels 
«nd  services  to  those  members  of  the  government,  or  of  the 
I^slative  Body,  who  might  have  opposed  those  designs.  But 
4he  factious  and  the  intriguing  went  on  at  a  more  rtfpid  pace ; 
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and  every  day  Buonaparte  ihereased  his  party  by  the  aeces* 
aion  of  some  dUtiiigiiished  peraonage* 

Ob  the  16th  Bruioaire,  at  five  o'clock^  Bemadotte  ivent  to 
General  Buonaparte's^  where  he  was  invited  to  dinner.  Ge« 
neral  Joiirdan  was  of  the  party.  He  airived  after  they  had 
sat  down  to  table.  The  conversation  was  entirely  on  military 
salgects;  and  Bemadotte  undertook  to  refute  the  maxims 
which  Buoni^rte  was  laying  down  relative  to  the  system  of 
war  by  invasion.  Bemadotte  concluded  nearly  in  these 
words:— *>'^  There  is  more  trouble  in  preserving  than  in  in« 
vading;'*  alluding  to  the  conquest  of  Egypt.  The  company 
roae  and  went  to  the  drawing-room.  Immediately  afterwar^b 
there  arrived  several  very  distinguished  members  of  the  Coun- 
cily  and  a  good  many  men  of  letters ;.  Volney  and  Talleyrand 
were  of  the  number.  The  conversation  was  general,  and  turned 
on  the  affairs  of  the  west  of  France.  Buonaparte,  raising  hia 
voice  a  little^  and  addressing  somebody  near  him,  said— 
**  Ah !  you  see  a  Chouan  in  Greneral  Bemadotte."  The  Ge» 
neral,  in  answering  him,  could  not  refrain  from  smiling. 
''  Don't  contradict  yourself/'  said  he;  '^  it  was  but  the  other 
day  that  yoil  complained  of  my  favouring  the  inconvenient 
enthusiasm  of  the  friends  of  the  republic,  and  now  you  tell 
me  that  I  protect  the  Chouaps.  This  is  very  inconsistent." 
The* company  continued  to  increase  every  minute;  and,  the 
apartments  not  being  very  spacious,  Bemadotte  went  away. 

Many  persons  have  thought  that  the  answers  given  by  Ber« 
nadotte  to  Buonaparte  on  this  occasion,  had  retarded  for  24 
hours  the  movement  which  had  been  prepared.  Others,  on 
the  contrary,  have  alleged  that,  the  17  th  being  a  Friday, 
Buonaparte,  naturally  superstitious,  had  deferred  the  execu^ 
tion  of  the  project  till  the  18th. 

On  the  1 7th  Brumaire,  between  eleven  and  twelve  at  night, 
Joseph  Buonaparte,  returning  to  his  bouse  in  the  rue  du 
Boeher  by  the  way  of  the  rue  CMalpme,  called  at  the  house 
of  Bemadotte.  He,  being  in  bed,  senli  to  requdst  Joseph  to 
i^turn  next  day.    He  did  so  before  seven  t)'ck)ck  in  (he  morri* 
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UigqLUielMi.  He  told  Bemadottr that  his  biotlMrdesifed 
to  spAk  with  him  ;  that  the  meuuies  to  be  taken  had  been, 
disciuied  the  evening  before^  and  that  they  wished^to  in- 
form biro  of  them.  They  both  went  immediately  to  Buona^ 
parte's  house  in  the  rue  de  la  Victaire.  The  conrt^  the  ves- 
tibule*  and  the  apartments^  were  filled  with  generals  and  of- 
fioera  of  rank.  Many  of  the  officers  had  the  air^of  penoBs 
in  a  state  of  excitation  from  wine.  Bemadotte  was  shown  into 
a  small  room ;  Joseph  did  not  go  in.  Buonaparte  was  sitdog 
at  breakfast  with  one  of  his  aides-de-camp,  who,  as  far  as 
can  be  remembered,  was  Lemarrois.  General  Lefeb?re,  af- 
terwards Duke  of  Dantzic,  then  commanding  the  17th  miii« 
lary  division,  of  which  Paris  was  the  head-quarters,  was 
standing.  Bernadotte,  seeing  him  in  that  attitude,  did  not 
doubt  that  he  was  detained  a  prisoner.  He  immediately  took 
a  chair,  sat  down,  and  made  a  sign  to  Lefebtre  to  do  the 
same.  Lefebvre  hesitated,  but  a  glance  from  Buonaparte 
leassuKd  him.  He  sat  down  respectfully,  looking  at  Buona- 
parte. The  latter  addressing  himself  to  Bemadotte,  said, 
with  embarrassment,-—^'  Why,  you  are  not  in  uniform  !*' 
On  Bemadotte  answering'^''  I  am  not  on  duty,"  Buonaparte 
replied — '^  You  shall  be  immediately."  <^  I  do  not  think 
ao,"  said  Bemadotte.  Buonaparte  rose,  took  Bemadotte  by 
the  hand,  and  carried  him  into  an  adjoining  room.  ''  This 
Directory  governs  ill,"  said  he  ;  "  it  would  destroy  the  re« 
public  if  we  did  not  take  care.  The  Council  of  Ancients  has 
named  me  commandant  of  Paris,  of  the  National  Guards 
and  of  all  the  troops  in  the  division.  Go  and  put  on  your 
uniform,  and  join  me  at  the  Tuileries,  where  I  am  now 
going." 

Bemadotte  having  declined  doing  this,  Buonaparte  said,— ^ 
<<  I  see  you  think  yon  can  count  upon  Moreau,  BoumonviUe, 
and  other  generals.  You  will  see  them  all  come  to  mc^-* 
Moreau  himself;"  and,  speaking  very  ftst,  he  named  about 
thirty  memben  of  the. Council  of  Ancients,  whom  Bema^ 
doite  had  believed  to  berths  greatest  friends  of  the  Constilu- 
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-  thm  of  ^e  year  IV.  •*  Ymi  don't  know  nftukind/'  tdded  he ; 
'''they  promise  muefa^  and  perform  little." 
'  Beriiadotte  having  dediffed  that  he  did  not  choose  to  he  in- 
▼olt^  in  a  reheDion  of  this  kind^  nor  to  overtam  a  constitu- 
tion which  had  cost  the  lives  of  a  million  (^  men^— *'  Well/' 
said  Bnohiaparte^  '<  you  will  stay  till  I  receive  the  decree  of 
the  Council  of  Ancients ;  for  till  then  I  am  nothing."  Ber- 
nadotte,  raising  his  voice,  said — ''  I  am  a  man  whom  you 
may  put  to  death,  hut  whom  you  shall  not  detain  against  his 
wiU."  ''  Well  then !"  said  Buonaparte,  softening  his  voice, 
*'  give  me  your  word  th«t  you  will  do  nothing  against  me." 
''  Yes,  as  a  dtiaen ;  hut  if  I  am  called  upon  by  the  Direc- 
tory, or  if  the  Legislative  Body  gives  me  the  command  of  its 
guard,  i  shall  oppose  you,  and  you  shall  not  have  the  upper 
hand."  ''  What  do  you  mean  hy  08  a  ciHaen  f"  •'  I  will 
not  go  to  the  barracks,  nor  places  of  public  resort,  to  inflame 
the  minds  of  the  soldiers  and  the  people." 

**  I  am  quite  easy,"  answered  Buonaparte;  ''  I  have  taken 
my  measures;  you  will  receive  no  appointment;  they  are 
moire  afndd  of  your  ambition  than  of  mine.  I  wish  merely 
to  save  the  republic;  I  want  nothing  for  myself ;  I  diall  re- 
tire  to  Malmaison,  after  having  brought  about  me  a  circle  of 
friends.  If  you  wish  to  be  of  the  number,  you  shall  be  made 
very  wdeome."  Bemadotte  said  in  reply,  as  he  wa^  going 
away-—''  As  to  your  being  a  good  friend,  that  may  be ;  but 
I  am  convinced  that  you  will  always  be  the  worst  of  masters." 

Bemadotte  left  the  room ;  Buonaparte  followed  him  into 
tiie  lobby,  and  said  to  Joseph  with  an  agitated  voice,—"  Fol- 
tow  him."  Bemadotte'  passed  through  a  crowd  of  generals, 
officers  of  rank,  and  soldiers,  who  filled  the  court  of  the 
house,  and  a  part  of  the  street,  making  some  impression  upon 
them  by  his  looks,  which  expressed  his  disapprobation  of 
their  conduct.  Joseph  fd^wed  Bemadotte,  and  came  up  to 
'  him  In  the  eourt  of  the  house.  He  asked  him  to  go  to  his 
house,  in  the  me  d»  Rocker,  where  he  had  assembled  several 
mtmbtra  of  the  legislalftfe  body.    When  he  arrived  at  Jc« 
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seph's,  hf  foand  a  tloieii  of  penonsi  amoRg  whom  w«re  »- 
veral  deputies  devoted  to  Buonaparte,  and  partkailarly  Sain 
oetti.  Breakfast  was  served.  During  the  few  moixiento  they 
remaioed  at  table,  they  spoke  of  the  resolutions  whieh  woatf 
he  taken,  and  Joseph  repeated  that  his  brother  wished  te 
nothing  but  the  consotidation  of  freedom,  that  he  might  then 
haye  it  in  his  power  to  lire  like  a  ^osof^er  at  MaUnaiaoB. 

BcfTD^dptte  weut  to  the  garden  of  the  Tuileries,  and  passed 
along  the  front  of  the  79th  demi-brigade.  The  offieen  hsr 
ving  recognised  him,  though  not  in  uniform,  came  up  tojna)*, 
and  asked  him  for  information  as  t^  what  was  gwng  to  hap- 
pen,  Bemadotte  answered  in  general  terms,  expressing  his 
wish  that  the  public  tranquillity  might  not  be  endangered 
by  the  movement  about  to  take  place.  The  soldiehb  having 
in  their  turn  recognised  the.  general,  who  had.  commandedi 
them  at  the  siege  and  taki^  of  Maestricht,  loudly  expressed 
their  astonishment  at  his  not  being  along  with^  the  gisoffsakh 
who^  said  they,  were  then  deciding,  in  the  pdase^  the  fiite  of 
France. 

Bernadotte  haying  observed  what  he  might  expeet>  i»€aae 
of  need,  from  this  corps,  and  from  some  detadtments  b^oi^e 
whom  he  had  presented  himself  on  the  Boulevapd  sod  <m.  thfi 
root  de  la  Beuolution,  went  to  General  Jourdan's,  prfswwii^ 
that  the  Directory  would  send  for  him  to  take  me  of  t)|e 
safety  of  the  government.  He  found  at  Jourdan'a  a  good 
many  members  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hun«^,  amo^g 
others  Augereau,  afterwards  Duke  of  Castiglione.  lie  had 
scarcely  arrived,  when  a  great  number  of  the  membcia  caiqe 
to  announce  Uie  communication  of  the  decree  of  the  Council 
of  Ancients,  which,  in  virtue  of  the  lOSd  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution, transferred  the  sitting  of  the  Legislative  Body  to  St 
Cloud. 

Bernadotte,  on  his  return  home,  lejurned  from  his  wife  that 
the  AdjutaAt*General  Rapatel,  attached  to  Gena-al.Moietn's 
staff,  had  just  been  there,  and  that  he  had  been  sent  by 
43uona|)arte  and  Moveau,  to  persua^iti  him  to  join  themajti  the 
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Wilems*  Bttonaparte  hsd  said  to  him — ^^  You  have  served 
Wiier  General  Bernadotte.  I  know  that  he  has  confidence 
in  you.  Tell  him  that  all  his  friends  are  assembled  at  the 
Tittleriea^  and  diat  they  are  desirous  of  seeing  him  among 
them;  add  that  they  lore  their  country  as  much  as  he^  and 
thae  Uiey  strongly  wish  to  see  him  appear  among  the  numo 
Iter  of  thoae  to  whom  she  ihis  day  owes  her  safety^" 

'  Si^es  and  Roger  Dneos  had  already  joined  Buonaparte  at 
the  Tnileriea.  The  three  directors^  Gohier  the  President, 
MMilins  and  Barras,  remained'  at  the  Luxembourg.  The 
eeeretary-general,  Lagarde^  was  stUl  faidifiil  to  the  majority 
of  the  Dueetory.  As  General  Bernadotte  had  foreseen,  that 
BM^fority  east  their  eyes  on  him  for  the  ministry  of  war,  and 
tfae  genetal  command  of  the  troops,  and  of  the  national 
guardlt  of  the  1 7th  division.  The  resignation  of  Barras,  and 
the  defection  of  the  secretary-general,  put  a  stop  to  this 
nominAtion.  Buonaparte,  having  no  lofiger  any  thing  to  fear, 
made  a  n^w  divinon  of  the  different  commands,  imd  assigned 
to  Moreau,  wi A  an  hundred  horse,  that  of  the  Luxemboui^, 
wiMre  GMtdt  and  Moulins  were  detained* 

Moreau,  dissatiified  widi  the  indifibrenoe  with  which  he 
had  been  treated  by  BuonapMrte,  and  acquainted  with  his 
iirteiilftoiis  and  projects,  was  already  thinking  of  forsaking  his 
eaose,  which  he  regarded  as  uiijust  and  traitorous  to  the  na- 
liDii*  He  again  desired  Rapatel  to  go,  towards  evening,  to 
Benadotte's,  to  invite  him,  on  the  part  of  Moreau,  to  go  to 
dw  liaxembourg,  diat  they  mi^t  consult  together  as  to  the 
meanttea  to  be  taken  for  preventing  Buonaparte  from  seizing 
the  Dictatorship.  Bemadotte's  answer  to  these  overtures  was, 
that  he  was  bound  by  the  word  of  honour  which  he  had 
gkreu,  not  to  undertake  any  thing  as  a  citizen ;  but  that  he 
was'^ree  to  act  if  called  on  or  summoned  to  do  so  by  a  public 
man ;  that  if  Moreau  would  march  out  of  the  Luxembourg, 
at  thfe  head  of  the  detachment  which  he  commanded,  present 
himaelf  at  his  door,  and  summon  him,  in  the  name  of  the 
pubile  good,  to  make  common  cause  with  him  in  the  defence 
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of  liberty  and  of  the  oonstitation  which  had  been  awom  to, 
he,  Bemadotte>  would  mount  his  hone  willi  bis  aide8*de« 
camp>  pttt  himself  under  Moreau's  command,  address  the 
troops^  and  canse  Buonaparte  to  be  immediately  arrested  and 
tried  as^a'^deserter  from  the  army  of  Egypt^  and  as  haying 
violated  the  constitution^  by  accepting  a  command  given  him' 
by  a  mere  fraction  of  the  Legislatiye  Body.  Moreau,  boun^ 
down  by  the  duty  of  military  discipline,  according  to  which 
he  was  under  the  orders  of  General  Buonaparte,  did  not 
agree  to  Bemadotte's  proposal ;  and  the  latter,  therefore,  dii 
not  think  himself  at  liberty  to  go  to  the  Luxembourg. 

Bernadotte,  from  seven  odock  till  ten,  had  conferences 
with  Salicetti,  Augereau,  Jourdan,  Gareau,  and  a  doten  of 
the  most  influential  members  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hun* 
dred.  It  was  decided,  that,  next  moniing,  Bernadotte  shoaU: 
be  named  commandant  of  the  guard  of  the  Legialative  Body, 
and  of  all  the  troops  in  the  capital,  and  they  separated.  Ss^ 
lioetti  ran  to  the  Tuileries  to  tell  Buonaparte  what  had  hap- 
pened, and  he,  who  dreaded  so  courageous  an  adversary  as 
Bernadotte,  charged  Salicetti  to  be  present  next  morning  at 
five  o'clock,  at  the  preparatory  meeting  whidi  was  to  take 
place  before  going  to  St  ClondH  and  to  tell  every  one  of  lSbe 
deputies,  that  he,  Buonaparte,  had  made  the  greatest  eflbrts 
to  prevent  a  decree  of  deportation  being  issued  against  the' 
deputies  who  had  formed  the  design  of  ^ving  to  Beniadotte 
the  command  of  the  armed  force. 

On  the  19th,  at  seven  o'dock  in  the  m(»iiing.  Generals 
Jourdan  and  Augereau,  followed  by  eight  or  ten  deputies  of 
the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  (among  whom  were  Gareau 
and  Talot,)  went  to  General  Bemadotte's,  in  the  rue  CUaf^' 
pine*  They  informed  him  that  Salicetti  had  made  them 
aware,  on  the  part  of  Buonaparte,  diat  Sieyea  had  looposed 
toarrestanumberof  deputies  of  the  two  Councils,  in  orderto 
prevent  their  appearingat  St  Cloud.  They  asked  Bernadotte 
what  he  thought  of  the  events  of  the  day.  He  sawnolhing 
^  in  the  communication  of  SaHcetti,  but  the  desire  of  raider- 
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ing  these' dtfpatiesfaTimiiable  to  Buonaparte.  .  Some  of  theae 
l^giaUtoxs  aeemed  to  feel  giateful  for  the  service  whieh  Buo* 
a^parte  had  done  them  the  erening  before.  Bemadotte  did 
aot  appreciate  this  act  of  generosity  as  they  did ;  but  he 
agreed  in  their  opinion  as  to  the  conciliatory  measares  which 
they  seemed  to  wish  to  adopt,  and,  entering  into  their  yiews, 
he  exphdned  himself  in  these  terms  :•— '^  Let  one  of  you 
mount  «the  tribune:;  let  him  describe  succinctly  the  inter* 
mat  «itttation  of  France,  and  her  successes  abroad ;  let  hini 
aaj,  that  the  departure  of  an  army  for  Egypt,  while  it  has 
involved  us  in  war,  has  deprived  us  of  an  army  of  more  than 
80,000  •veterans,  and  a  great  many  experienced  generals; 
tiiat,  nevertheless,  the  republic  is  triumphant;  that  the  coa« 
jition  is  broken  up,  since  Souwaroff  is  returned  to  Russia  ; 
that  the  English,  with  a  prince  of  the  blood  at  their  head, 
hftve  left  the  Batavian  republic,  and  retired  to  England ; 
diat  the  line  of  defence  is  maintained  between  the  Alps  and 
the  ligurian  Alanines;  that  200,000  conscripts  are  has« 
tening  to  arrange  themselves  into  battalions  to  reinforce  the 
anniies,  and  40,000  cavalry  are  raising  ;  that  >tbe  insurrection 
of  the  west  is  reduced  to  a  few  scattered  bands,  And  that  a 
royalist  army  in  the  Upper  Garonne  has  been  destroyed  or 
cliq[iersed ;  that,  to  obtain  a  peacequite  a»  honourable  as  that 
of  Campo  Formio,  it  is  only  necessary  for  France  to  maintain 
4hi8  formidable  attitude ;  that,  in  order  to  maintain  it,  union 
and  mutual  confidence  are  indispensable ;  that,  although  the 
Council  of  Andenta  have  violated  the.  constitution,  in  na* 
ming  Buoni^Mrte  General-in-chief  of  the  17th  division,  and 
in  giving  him  the  conunand  of  the  National  Guard,  and  the 
Guard  of  the  Directory,  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  is  not 
now  engaged  in  deliberating  on  thia  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tioA,  but  rather  on  the  means  of  giving  security  to  the  French 
people,  the  two  Councils,  and  the  government  of  the  state  ; 
'4hat,  for  thia  purpose,  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  names 
GeMval  Bemadotte  colleapie  to  General  Buonaparte;  thait 
theee  two  generals  shall  understand  each  other  in  regard  to 

4 


d  by  Google 


Xl  AJ|f  KNDIX.      KO.  III. 

the  employment  of  the  armed  force^  ttd  the  dntahtttkn  of 
comroands^  in  case  of  this  force  being  empbyed  ;  but  thait  the 
tranquillity  which  prevails  in  Paris  and  the  vicinHy*  lendecs 
it  certain  that  there  will  be  no  occasion  for  this  force  being 
put  in  motion.  Send  me  this  decree ;  in  twenty  aunatea  after 
receiving  it  I  shall  he  in  the  midst  of  you  with  my  aideB-de<* 
camp ;  I  shall  take  the  command  of  the  corps  Ihatl  ahaU  find 
on  my  way^  and  we  shall  see  what  is  to  be  dona  If  it  is  ne« 
cessary  to  declare  Buoniq^te  an  outlaw,  you  will  always  have 
on  your  side  a  general^  and  a  great  proportion  at  least  of  ^ 
troops." 

The  deputies  unmediately  set  off  lor  St  Cloud.  The  uOf* 
happy  custom  of  delivering  set  speeches  from  the  tribiuM)^ 
produced  the  loss  of  precious  time.  The  debate  became  warm  ; 
and  the  taking  individually  the  oath  to  the  oanstitatlatt 
caused  a  useless  loss  of  more  than  an  hour  and  a  half.  No 
other  resolution  was  taken.  Buonaparte  made  his  aj^eanaoei 
and  the  events  which  then  happened  at  Sii  Cloud  ara  weH 
known. 

After  having  been  repulsed  &om  the  Council  of  Five  Hnn* 
dred,  Buonaparte,  stammering  with  agitation,  addreased  the 
soldiers.  "  Are  you  for  me  ?"— <^  We  are  for  the  repuUie/' 
said  they. — (It  was  at  this  time  that  Luden,  President  of 
the  Council,  harangued  the  troops.)  What  would  have  be* 
come  of  him  had  Bemadotte  been  there !  BuKmaparte  £dt 
this  himself;  for  he  said,  at  this  period,— '^  I  am  not  i^rai4 
of  Bemadotte's  consenting  to  my  besng  assassinated ;  but  fat 
win  harangue  the  troops,  and  that  is  what  I  have  to  ftar." 

Buonaparte  was  made  aware,  the  same  evening,  of  the  lan^ 
guage  which  Bemadotte  had  used  to  the  deputies  at  his  house 
in  the  rue  CUalpine.  The  expressions  he  had  really  madt 
use  of,  though  they  must  have  been  disagreeable  enoi^  to 
Buonaparte,  particularly  in  so  far  as  related  to  his  eftc^ 
from  Egypt,  and  his  ulterior  des^^ns  agaipst  the  liberty  c^ 
France,  were  exaggerated,  and  rq[«esented  to  Buonaparte  iO 

I  to  indicate  personal  hatred. 
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BuQiiftiMirte,  tlKm§^  he  never  found  an  opportanity  «f  ta« 
king  open  Terenge  against  Bernadotte^  let  slip  no  opportunity 
of  iiynri^g  him^by  pladng  ]nm,  as  a  general,  in  difficult  si* 
tuations,  and  leaving  hiniy  in  the  most  perilous  and  delicate 
drcttmstanoesy  without  instructions  or  orders.  The  follow* 
ing  occurrence^  which  took  place  soon  afterwards,  will  gire  a 
correct  idea  of  this  conduct  on  the  part  of  Buonaparte. 

The  measurea  for  restoring  tranquillity  in  the  west  of 
FwDOB,  in  the  month  of  January  1800>  had  never  been  en« 
tixely  completed ;  for,  at  the  same  moment  that  they  were 
taken,  several  departments  were  put  out  of  the  pale  of  the 
constitution.  The  Chouans  of  these  departments  were  orga- 
nised as  militia,  and  as  guerillas,  who  plundered  the  dili- 
gences, and  murdered  the  persons  who  became  proprietors  of 
the  natimial  domains.  They  were  r^;ulArly  paid,  and  had 
communications  with  the  enemies  of  the  Republic,  by  means 
of  4he  Eag^h  fleets  whioh  threatened  the  coasts.  At  this 
critioal  moment,  Bemadotte  was  invested  with  the  civil  and 
military  command  of  these  departments  By  his  firm  and 
pmdeDt  conduct,  he  repressed*  ^e  seditious  movements,  and 
n-established  good  order  and  obedience  to  the  laws.  Many 
free  corps,  numbers  of  individuals  belonging  to  which,  for 
want  of  being  properly  employed,  were  in  the  pay  of  the 
CSiouan  chiefs,  were  organised  as  regular  troops ;  and  by  this 
nwasure  he  furnished  government  vnth  the  means  of  drawing 
foem  these  departments,  troops  for  the  army  of  Italy.  But 
when  these  troops  were  to  begin  their  march  to  D^on,  a  se- 
rious insurrection  broke  out  at  Vannes,  on  the  28th  Fructi- 
dflc,  year  VIII,  (4tii  SepMmber  1800.)  The  62A  demi-brigade 
rciosed  to  march  till  thef  should  receive  tSieir  arrears  of  pay. 
Tlie  oommaodant  and  officers,  who  vnshed  to  restore  order 
among  .them,  were  maltreated*  Bemadotte  being  informed 
of  IJhs  transaction,  hastened  to  Vamies  to  quell  the  insurrec- 
tun  ;  but  the  corps  had  left  the  pkoe.  He  gave  orders  to 
Geneial  liebert,  commanding  the  38d  military  division,  to 
aiflrmbk  the  5Sd  demi-brigade  on  its  way  to  Tours ;  to  come 
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h^om  it  followed  by  hii  «tilP  and  ike  «o«ieil  of  war ;  to 
make  the  military  penal  code  be  read  ;  to  order  the  colonds 
to  point  out  one  or  two  men  in  each  oompanyi  who  bad  made 
themselves  most  remarkable  in  the  revolt  of  the  dStb ;  to  de- 
liver these  men  to  the  council  of  war^  and  to  have  them  tried 
on  the  spot^  >&c.  &« 

Bemadotte's  orders  were  executed  on  the  4th  Vendemaire 
(25th  September^)  when  the  52d  demi-brigade  was  drawn  up 
on  the  parade  at  Tours^  and  the  ringleaders  of  the  revolt  ar« 
rested  in  presence  of  a  great  number  of  spectators^  without 
the  smallest  distorbaiice  taking  place. 

Bemadotte  made  a  report  of  this  event  to  the  First  Consdi 
and  to  Carnot,  the  minister  of  war ;  but  as  the  result  of  the 
measures  he  had  taken  was  not  yet  known,  the  Consid  put  on 
the  margin  of  the  report : — '^  General  Bemadotte  has  not 
done  well  in  taking  such  severe  measures  against  lihe  SUA 
demi-brigade,  not  having  sufficient  means  to  bring  them  to 
order  in  the  heart  of  a  town  where  the  garria(m  is  not  strong 
enough  to  repress  mutiny/* 

The  result  was  different.  The  soldiers  returned  to  ^eir 
duty,  and  themselves  denounced  the  authors  of  l^heinsnnec- 
tion.  The  demi-brigade  continued  its  route  to  Itedy ;  and 
two  days  afterwards  the  Consul  was  profose  in  his  enoomi- 
ums  on  the  prudence,  foresight,  and  firmness  of  the  general 
whose  conduct  he  had  been  so  hasty  in  disapproving^^The 
letter  which  he  wrote  to  Bemadotte  on  this  subject,  was  »^ 
these  terms  :-*- 

<«  Paris,  10th  Vcndeouuze,  year  IX. . 
*^  I  have  read  mth  interest.  Citizen-general,  the  aoocnmt 
of  what  you  have  done  to  restore  order  in  the  69d^  and  also 
Ae  report  of  General  liebert  of  the  5th  Vendemaire*  CHve 
this  officer  the  assurance  of  the  satisfiiction  of  govemaMftt 
with  his  conduct.  Your  promotion  of  the  colonel  of  farlgide 
to  the  rank  of  general  of  brigade,  is  confirmed.  I  desire  that 
tbis  brave  officer  may  come  to  Paris.  He  has  given  an  4 

13 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


APPENDIX.      NO.  III.  Xliii 

anple  of  firmnew  and  energy  most  honosrabie  to  a  miliUry 
man. 

''  I  aalttte  yoa^ 

'^  BuONAFAaTJE." 

All  men,  doubdess,  are  liable  to  err ;  but  tbe  eagerness  of 
die  Consul  to  attach  blame  to  the  conduct  of  a  military  and 
poKtical  eommander,  diarged  with  the  maintenance  of  died* 
jdioe  and  obedience  to  the  laws>  appears  evidently  to  have 
jnoeeeded  more  from  private  hatred  than  fiH>m  any  duty  which 
die  government  had  to  perform ;  for  there  was  no  occasion  to 
give  his  judgment  so  preci^tately>  and  he  n«ght  have  waiU 
ed  the  final  result  of  the  measures  he  censured,  more  especi- 
ally as  the  scene  had  taken  place  in  a  district  agitated  by  fitc* 
don  and  civil  war.  Bemadotte's  friends,  who  were  still  in  the 
ministry  of  war,  and  even  frequented  the  saloons  of  the  Consul^ 
were  anxious  to  make  him  acquainted  with  Buonaparte's  evil 
intentions  towards  him.  Every  dispatch  which  he  received 
informed  him  that  the  police  was  forming  secret  intrigues  and 
ooQspirades;  Uiat  agents  were  scattered  among  the  army  of 
the  West  and  the  army  of  the  Rhine,  to  endeavour  to  make 
die  stafik  of  those  armies  commit  themselves,  in  order  to  have 
a  pretext  for  disgracing  the  genenda  who  commanded  them. 
Beports  were  oireulated  amwig  the  members  of  these  stafis  ; 
one  day  die  Consul  was  dying ;  next  day  die  population  of 
Fftrls  had  risen,  and  the  constitution  of  the  year  IV  was  re-ea- 
taUudied  with  die  necessary  modifications.  The  persons  em- 
ployed in  raising  these  reports,  watched  the  looks  of  the  ge-t 
nenls,  and  reported  dieur  slightest  expressions.  These  anarea 
roused  die  indignation  of  General  Bemadotte,  and  the  anny 
he  commanded ;  and  it  is  not  going  too  far  to  say,  that  it  was 
in  the  anny  of  the  West  >and  die  army  of  the  Rhine,  that 
plraa  for  the  preservation  and  security  of  constitutional  free- 
dom originated.  Men,  who  weie  obliged  by  profession  and 
duty,  to  yield  to  the  force  of  military  discipline,  and  who 
nddier  had,  ncr  wished  to  have,  anything  to  do  widi  t])e  in- 
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tricacies  of  cirll  p«Kcy,  were  all  at  once  iiupired  with  a  new 
spirit^  and  tacitly  formed  an  association  guided  by  their  opi* 
nions ;  so  mueh  so,  that,  during  the  course  of  the  year  1801, 
the  Consul  perceived,  from  the  reserre  and  behaTiour  of  many 
of  the  generals  towards  him,  that  a  change  had  taken  place  in 
the  confidence  entertained  as  to  his  intentions  on  the  subject 
of  public  fiberty  and  individual  security. 
'  This  reserve,  the  cause  ci  ^ich  he  penetrated,  determined 
him  to  make  a  set  of  new  ereatmres,  and  bring  around  him 
men  from  whom  he  was  sure,  as  he  said,  to  meet  with  no  con- 
tradiction. His  having  laid  down  this  principle  of  action,  and 
his  well-know«  system  iji  degrading  everything,  woe  the 
cause  of  the  entry  of  foreign  armies  into  France,  and  the  fall 
of  his  dynasty. 


No.  IV. 

INSTRUCTIONS  BY  NAPOLEON  TO  TALLEYRAND, 
PRINCE  OF  BENEVENTUM. 

Volume  V,  page  57. 

This  very  singular  memorandmn  contttDS  die  inatrudioBS 
given  by  Napoleon  to  Talleyrand,  coneeming  the  manner  in 
ii^eh  he  wished  him  to  receive  Loid  Whitworth,  then  «bo«t 
to  quit  Paris,  under  the  immediate  prospect  of  the  war  agsin 
breaking  out  He  did  not  trust,  it  seema,  to  that  aocmnffelish- 
ed  statesman  the  idightest  circum«tanoe  of  the  cofD&atemce ; 
'^  although,"  as  Talleyrand  himself  observed,  as  he  gave  to 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  the  interesting  document,  in  Nqio- 
kon's  own  hand«writing,  '^  if  I  could  be  trusted  with  any* 
thing,  it  must  have  been  the  mode  of  receiving  and  n^gottating 
with  an  Ambassador."  From  the  style  of  the  note,  it  seems 
that  the  warmth,  or  rather  vic^ence,  which  the  First  Consul 
had  thrown  into  the  discussion  at  the  levee,  did  not  actually 
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flow  from  Napoleon's  irritated  feelings,  but  was  a  calculated 
burst  of  passion,  designed  %o  confound  and  overwhelm  the 
£ng1ish  nobleman,  who  proved  by  no  means  the  kind  of 
person  to  be  shaken  with  the  utmost  vehemence.  It  may  be 
also  remarked,  that  Napoleon,  while  he  was  desirous  to  try 
the  effect  of  a  cold,  stem,  and  indifferent  mode  of  conduct  to* 
wards  the  English  Minister,  was  yet  desirous,  if  that  dionU 
not  shake  Lord  Whitworth's  firmness,  that  Talleycand,  by  ie» 
fei^Dce  to.  the  pleasure  of  the  First  Consul,  should  take  care  to 
keep  op«&  the  door  for  reconciliation. 

The  various  errors  in  orthography,  Mfait  &>rfais  or  fatten, 
dit  for  dU  or  dUea,  are  taken  from  the  odginal. 

S,  Cloud,  a  4^. 

*'  Je  refois  votre  lettre  qui  m'a  et^  remise  a  la  Malmaison. 
Je  desire  que  la  conference  ne  se  toume  pas  en  partagtf. 
Montez-vous  y  frmd,  altier,  et  meme  un  peu  fier. 

'^  Si  la  notte  comtient  le  mot  tUHmatum,  fait  *  lui  sentir 
%ue  ce  mot  renferme  celui  de  guerre,  que  cette  roaniere  de 
negoder  et  d'un  supeiieur  k  un  inf^rieur.  Si  la  notte  ne 
comtient  pas  ce  mot,  £ut  t  qu'il  le  mette,  en  lui  observant  qu'il 
faut  enfin  savoir  a  quoi  nous  en  tenir— que  nous  sommes 
las  de  cet  etat  d'anxiet^ — que  jamais  on  n'obiiendra  de  nous 
ce  que  Ton  a  obtenu  dea  demieret  antUes  dm  BourfxnM, — que 
nmu  ne  mmmes  pbis  ee  peupk  qui  recwra  tm  CommUiaife  A 
Danquerque;  que,  Tultimatum  remis,  tout  deviendra  rompdii 

"  £ffrayes  le  sur  lea  suites  de  eette  remise.   S'il  est  inebrtm^ 

labfe,  acoompagnez  le  dans  votre  salon f  de  vous 

quitter  dit  lui,  mala  le  Cap  et  I'isle  de  Gor^,  sent  ils  evaou^? 
-^radoudssez  un  peu  la  fin  de  la  conference,  et  invites  le  a 
revenir  avant  d'ecrire  a  sa  cour,  enfin  que  vous  puissiez  lui 
dire  Timpression  qu'elle  a  fait  sur  moi,  qu'elle  pourrait  etre 
diminue  par  les  mesures  de  ces  evacuations  du  Cap  et  de  I'isle 
de  Goree." 

*  Pais.  '  I  Pais.  X  Illegible. 
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TjlAMSLATIOir. 

St  Cloud,  half  pant  fiur. 

I  reedvcd  your  letter,  which  was  brought  to  me  at  Mal- 
nuuMD.  I  request  that  the  conference  do  not  go  into  dia« 
logue.    ^ow  yourself  cold^  lofty^  even  a  little  haughty. 

If  his  note  contains  the  word  ultimatum,  make  him  sensi- 
ble that  that  word  imports  war,  since  such  a  manner  of  nego- 
tiating only  takes  place  betwixt  a  superior  and  an  inferior.  If 
the  note  does  not  contain  that  word^  contrive  to  make  him 
insert  it,  by  obserying  to  him  that  it  is  necessary  at  length 
we  should  know  upon  what  footing  we  are  to  stand  with  re- 
spect to  each  other ;  that  we  are  weary  of  this  state  of  anxiety ; 
that  they  will  never  obtain  from  us  those  advantages  which 
they  extorted  during  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  the  Bour- 
bons :  that  we  are  no  longer  the  same  people  wha  received  sn 
English  Commissary  at  Dunkirk  ;  that  the  uUimatum  being 
r^ected,  all  treaty  will  be  broken  of* 

Alarm  him  upon  the  consequences  of  that  ngection.  If  he 
remains  still  immovable^  accompany  him  into  your  saloon 

and  at  the  moment  of  his  departure,  adc  him  ind- 

denta%,  '^  By  the  vnty,  the  Cape  and  the  Island  of  Goiee, 
are  they  evacuated  ?"  Soften  your  tone  a  little  towards  the 
end  of  the  conference,  and  invite  him  to  return  before  writing 
to  his  court.  At  last,  you  may  hint  that  the  unfavourable 
.impression  he  has  made  on  me  may  possibly  be  diminished 
by  the  evacuation  of  the  Cape  and  the  Isle  of  Goree. 
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No.  V. 

Volume  F,  page  102. 

FURTHER  PARTICULARS  CONCERNING  THE  AR- 
REST, TRIAL,  AND  DEATH  OP  THE  DUKE  D'- 
ENGHIEN. 

Tkis  most  melancholy  history  appears  to  deserre  farther 
notice  than  we  had  it  in  our  power  to  hestow,  without  too 
long  interrupting  the  course  of  our  narrative.  It  has  heen, 
and  must  for  ever  remain,  the  most  marked  and  indelible 
blot  upon  the  character  of  Napoleon  Buonaparte.  **  A  young 
prince/'  says  the  author  of  a  well-reasoned  dissertation  on 
this  subject,  "  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  treacherously  seized 
in' a  neutral  country,  where  he  reposed  under  the  protection 
of  the  law  of  nations,  dragged  into  France,  brought  before 
judges,  who  had  no  pretension  to  assume  that  character,  ac- 
cosed  of  supposed  crimes,  deprived  of  the  assistance  of  a  legal 
advocate  or  defender,  put  to  death  by  night  in  the  ditches  of 
a  state-prison ; — so  many  virtues  misconstrued,  so  many  fond 
hopes  crushed  In  the  bud,  will  always  render  that  catastrophe 
one  of  the  most  revolting  acts  which  absolute  power  has  been 
tempted  to  consummate." 

The  Duke  d'Enghien  was  one  of  the  most  active  and  de« 
termined  of  the  exiled  princes  of  the  House  of  Bourbon,  to 
whom  the  emigrants  and  the  royalists  who  remained  within 
France  vfere  alike  devotedly  attached.  He  was  master  of 
many  of  their  secrets;  and  in  July  1799,  when  the  affairs  of 
the  Republic  were  in  a  very  perilous  state,  and  the  Royalists 
were  adjusting  a  general  rising  through  all  the  South  of 
France,  his  name  was  used  upon  the  following  extraordina- 
ry occasion. 

A  former  member  of  the  Representation,  known  as  much 
by  his  character  as  a  royalist,  as  by  his  worth  and  probity. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


xlviii  APPENDIX.     KO.  r. 

requested  a  private  interview  with  General  Bernadottey  then 
minister  at  war.    The  audience  being  granted  by  the  mi« 
nister,  with  whom  he  had  some  connexion^  the  represen- 
tative entered  into  a  long  argument  to  pirove  what  could  not 
be  denied— the  disastrous  and  dangerous  state  of  France,  and 
then  proceeded  thus:  ''The  republican  system  being  no 
longer  able  to  support  itadf,  a  generat  movement  is  about  to 
take  place  for  the  restoration  of  the  King,  and  is  so  well 
organised,  that  it  can  scarce  fail  to  be  successM.   The  Duke 
d'Enghien,  Lieutenant-Greneral  of  the  royal  army,  is  at  Paris 
at  this  very  moment  while  I  speak  to  you,  and  I  am  deputed 
by  one  of  his  most  faithful  adherents,  to  make  known  these 
circumstances  to  General  Bemadotte.    The  Prince  esteems 
you,  confides  his  safety  to  your  loyalty,  reckons  on  your  as- 
sistance,  and  is  ready  to  grant  any  conditions  which  you  may 
attach  to  your  services."    Bernadotte  replied  to  this  unex- 
pected communication, ''  That  the  Duke  d'Enghien  should 
hare  no  reason  to  repent  the  confidence  which  he  had  reposed 
in  him :  but  that  the  loyalty  which  the  Duke  had  ascribed 
to  him,  prevented  his  complying  with  the  Prince's  vnshea 
and  request."   He  proceeded  to  state,  that  his  own  fame  and 
personal  interests  were  alike  interested  in  his  adherence  to  a 
government  sprung  from  the  will  of  the  people;  and  that  he 
waa  incapable  of  violating  his  oath  of  fidelity,  or  overthrow* 
ing  the  constitution  to  which  he  had  sworn.  ''  Make  haste," 
he  continued,  "  to  convey  my  sentiments  to  him  who  sent 
you  ;  tell  him  they  are  sincere  and  unalterable.  But  let  him 
know,  diat  for  three  days  I  will  keep  the  secret  which  I  have 
just  learned,  most  profoundly.    During  that  time  he  must 
find  means  of  placing  himself  in  security,  by  repassing  the 
frontiers :  but  on  the  fourth  morning,  the  secret  will  be  mine 
no  longer.    This  very  morning,  the  term  oi  three  days  wiB 
commence;  make  haste — ^apd  remember  that  the  least  im« 
prudence  on  your  part  will  be  attended  with  fatal  oonse* 
quences." 
It  was  afterwards  ascertained  that  the  Deputy  was  mista« 
Hi      ' 
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ken^  when  he  a?erred  thatihe  Duke  d'Enghioi  was  in  Paria* 
It  was  pretty  certain  that  he  had  never  crooaed  the  Bhin^ 
and  only  waited  the  fiivoniible  reply  of  the  mimater  at  war 
to  make  the  attempt  But  in  the  li^t  in  which  the  case  waa 
pmented  to  Bemadotte,  hia  geneioita  and  tan  conduct  doea 
not  the  less  hononr  thai  eminent  person^  eqpeciaUy  when 
oontnurted  with  diat  of  Napoleon.  'Hiere  mig^t  have  heen 
a  strong  temptation,  and  even  a  show^f  ri^^t,  to  have  seised 
on  the  unfortunate  Prince,  suppesing  him  to  be  in  Paris,  ne- 
gotiating pUns  against  the  exiating  government,  and  tempt- 
ing the  fidelity  of  their  principal  misisterB ;— there  could  be 
none  to  kidnap  him  in  foreign  parts,  when,  howernr  it  might 
be  suspected,  it  could  not  be  shown  by  ]noof,  that  the  un* 
foitonate  Duke  was  concerned  in  any  of  the  pditical  intrigues 
which  were  laid  to  his  charge.  The  tottering  state  (^  public 
affidrs  requiring  so  mudi  vigilance  and  vigour  on  die  part 
of  the  government,  might  also  have  been  pleaded  in  excuso 
of  Bemadotte,  had  he  delivered  up  the  Duke  d'Enghien  to 
dungeon  or  scaffold ;  while  Kapokon,  on  the  contrary,  took 
the  wahtupfj  Prince's  life  at  a  moment  when  his  oum  power 
was  so  firmly  established,  aa  rather  to  incur  danger  thaa  to 
acquire  safety  by  the  indulgence  of  a  cruel  revenge.  Iho 
above  anecdote,  not,  we  believe,  generally  known^  may  bo 
reiied  upon  aa  authentic 

Ni^cdeon,  four  years  later,  adc^tod,  tsriiaida  the  uofiKta* 
nate  Prince  that  line  of  severity  with  which  the  wotid  is  acU 
quainted.  Hia  broad  vindieatioiiunifiiindywsssuted  to  hs^ 
that  the  Dnke  had  ofibnded  against  Ihe  laws  of  Ifa^  country, 
and  that,  to  put  a  stop  to  conflpiacies,  he  had>  firanihabo* 
ginning,  determined  to  let  the  law  take  its  ooofie  against  him. 
He  alleged,  as  wt  shall  hereafter  notice,  various  pleas  in  pal« 
Uatlon  or  excuse;  but  Ins  chief  defence uai&rmly  consistsd 
in  an  appeal  to  the  laws;  and  itisiherelbrejust  totheme* 
mory  of  Napoleon  and  his  victim,  that  we  should  examhie 
wh^er,  in  alegal  sense,  the  procedure  i^ainst  the  Duke  d'« 
En^ien  is  vindicated  in  whole  or  in  part.  The  Ubours  of 
Monsieur  Dupin,  the  learned  author  <tf  a  pamphlet  ah^y 
d 
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quoted,  has  f  umiabed  ut  with  an  czeelknt  work  on  iltaa 

The  caie  of  the  unfortunate  Duke  must  always  be  admits- 
ted  to  be  a  hard  one. .  This  is  not  denied  by  Buonaparte  him- 
sdf ;  and,  on  that  aooount,  it  is  the  more  necessary  to  the  via* 
dication  of  those  upon  whom  his  fata  depended,  to  bring  their 
procedure  witliin  the  pale  of  the  law.  We  are  not  now  talk- 
ing of  reoandling  the  tragedy  to  the  general  ruka  of  justioe, 
generosity,  or  humanity ;  Irat  in  resigning  the  arguments 
whiah  these  a£R»d,  we  are  the  more  entitled  to  expect  that 
the  proeedure  which  we  impugn  should,  however  harsh  or 
cruel,  be  at  least  in  strict  conformity  with  the  existing  laws 
of  France  at  the  tune,  and  such  as  could  be  carried  on  and 
vindicated  by  day-light,  and  in  an  open  court.  This  is  sure- 
ly limiting  our  inquiry  to  the  narrowest  possible  ground ;  and 
we  shall  prosecute  the  subject  by  examining  the  process  in 


AttRBST  OF  THE  DUKE  D  SNGHIBK* 

Every  arrest,  to  be  legal,  must  be  SO  in  three  points  of  view : 
1.  As  to  the  place  where  it  is  made;  2.  concerning  the 
person  whom  it  regards ;  3.  in  req^t  of  the  grounds  imi 
which  it  proceeds. 

The  Duke  was  residing  in  the  territories  of  the  Elector  of 
Baden>  a  sovereign  prince  who  had  not  ventured  to  afford  him 
that  refuge  without  consulting  the  French  governor  on  the 
aulgeet,  and  who  was  authorised  to  believe  that  his  aflfording 
hoipitaisty  to  the  unfortunate  Prince  would  afibrd  no  csuae 
<^  rupture  with  his  powerAil  nei^hour.  The  acquiescence 
of  the  French  gaveminent  aflSirds  too  mu^  reason  to  suppose, 
that  the  measure  aftcsrwards  adopted  had  been  for  some  time 
premeditated ;  and  that  th^e  was  a  secret  design  of  detainipig 
the  victim  within  reach  of  the  blow  which  Uiey  had  already 
resohed  to  strike,  when  they  should  see  convenient.  Whether 
this  was  the  case  or  no,  the  Duke  d'Enghien  was  residiiig  un- 
der protection  of  the  law  of  nations,  which  proclaims  the  in- 
yiplability  of  the  ti^rritories  of  one  state  by  the.soldiejrs  of  a»- 
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ndier,  uiJeis  in  eaie  of  war  op^ly  dedared.  It  movM,  be 
wasting  arguments  to  show  that  the  irruption  of  the  French 
tnops  into  Ihe  teiritory  of  Baden,  and  the  seizure  of  the 
Fiince  and  his  retinue,  were  directly  contrary  to  puUic  law, 
and  could  only  be  compared  to  an  incyrsion  of  Algtfines  or 
robbers.  Thus  the  pkoe  of  arrest  was  highly  and  evidently 
illegal. 

The  charge  on  which  the  arrest  was  granted  did  not  im* 
prove  its  l^^ty.  The  only  laws  which  could  be  referred  lo 
as  applicable  to  the  occasion,  are  those  of  S8th  March  1793, 
and  of  25  Bnimaire,  An.  III.  tit  5,  sect.  i.  art.  7.  By  these, 
it  is  provided  that  emigraatt,  who  have  carried  armstagainst 
France,  shall  be  arrested,  whether  in  France,  or  in  anp  hoettk 
or  conquered  country,  and  judged  within  twenty-four  hours, 
by  a  commission  of  five  members,  to  be  named  by  the  chief 
of  the  etat  migor  of  the  division  of  the  army  quartered  in  the 
district  where  they  are  found.  A  third  law  extended  this 
order  to  all  emigrants  of  every  description,  arrested  within 
the  territory  -of  the  r^mbUe  /  but  provided  that  the  court 
•i^iottld  consist  of  seven  persons,  instead  of  five,  to  be  named 
by  the  general  commanding  the  division  in  which  the  arrest 
was  made.  These  fi»-oeious  laws  had  in  practice  been  so  far 
modified,  that  it  was  laid  down  in  the  law  books,  that  al- 
thou^,  speaking  strictly,  they  continued  to  exist,  yet  ''the 
government  always  limited  to  deportation  the  sentence  of 
such  emigrants  as  were  arrested  within  the  French  terri- 
tory." *  Before  reviving  them  in  their  utmost  severity  against 
a  single  individual,  it  was  therefore  doubly  incumbent  to 
«how  that  the  party  arraigned  fell  within  these  charges. 

By  no  foroe  of  construction  could  the  Duke  d'Enghien  be 
broi^t  under  the  influence  of  these  laws.  He  was  not,  pro« 
periy  iq^eaking,  an  emigrant,  nor  did  he  possess  the  qualitka 
of  sueh.  He  was  a  Prince  of  France,— as  such  declared  an 
aUen,  and  banished  for  ever  from  France.  But,  what  is 
much«aote  to  the  purpose,  the  Duke  d'Enghien  was  neither 


*  Nwvtau  Repertoire  de  Jvrisprwience,  au  mot,  Commissioit^ 
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frtm^A  itithin  Fnoiee,  nor  in  thft  FeeUcti  of  say  boodle  «r 
^cnqnend  counlxy ;  but  bnra^t  by  foroe  ftcm  a  t^mtMf 
neutial  to  and  ^endly  in  its  lelalioiiB  witb  Fnnoe;  and  tbat 
without  kgal  wanant,  and  by.main  foroe»   Buonaparte  took 
credit  to  bimielf  for  baidng  prevented  the  ekecut]on4if  tbeae 
laws  against  emigrants  wbo  bad  been  foioed  on  the  ahore  of 
France  by  tempestj  and  had  thereby  oome  under  the  letter^ 
though  not  ihe  spirit^of  the  )aw.    How  much  mqre  ought  the 
Ddke  d'Bngbien's  case  to  have  been  e&cepted,  who  was  only 
within  France  by  the  iasree  eiercised  on  his  person^  and,  in^ 
•tesd  of  being  arrested  within  the  tendtory,  as  the  Uw  requi- 
red, was  arrested  in  a  neutral  country,  and  brought  into 
Fiance  agwnst  bis  will?    The  arrest  was  therefiore^  no  far 
as  respected  the  person  on  whom.it  was  used,  an  aetof  ill^ 
Tioknce;  and  not  less  so  considering  the  grouada  on  which 
it  proceeded,  since  there  was  no  charge  founded  on  any  ex- 
isting law. 

lyOPM^STKI^CY  Of  THU  GOITAT* 

A  Military  CommissiGn  was  assenlded  at  PaiiB,  to  take  wi- 
der trial  the  Duke  d'Eug^ien,  accused  of  ha?kig  borne  arms 
agaanst  therepublio— of  having  been,  and  of  stiU  being  in  the 
pay  of  £ngland«^and»  lastly,  of  having  taken  part  ip  the  con- 
spiracies  against  the  safety  of  the  rftpublie,  both  external  and 
jntemaL 

Mons.  Dupin,  by  the  most  decisive  arguments  and  autho- 
rities, shows,  that  although  the  Military  Commissioa  might 
.pcesibly  be  competi^it  judges  in  the  case  of  bearing  anas 
against  France,  or  xeo^iving  pay  from  ^ngland^  yet  liio  trial 
4if  a  criminal  aocused  of  political  comfaracy,  «aa  totally  be- 
fond  the  power  of  a. eoust  martial*  and  ooiild  only  be  tdken 
«ogniaanoe  of  by  the  tegiuJar  tribvnafe.  He  quotes^Mnps 
of  the  Minister  of  Justice  upon  this  point  of  JurisIlrudeplQ^, 
foid  concludes  by  applyinglo  the  MiUtftry  CoMmisaioa  thewdl 
known  brpcard  of  law,  Nulhu  maj^r  diifectva,  foampate^Mii' 

IRK£6ULABITIES  IK  TAB   PROCEDUBE* 

I.  The  i>rocedttrs  took  place  at  the  dead  of  m^^t,  contrary 
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to  the  laws  of  Fnnoe  and  every  civilised  country.  The 
fMNm-out  and  exhausted  criinixial  was  roused  at  midnight 
from  the  first  sleep  he  had  heen  permitted  to  ^joy  for  three 
nights^  and  cslled  in  to  place  himself  on  defence  for  his  life^ 
irlAt,  through  fatigue  of  hody  and  rnind^  he  could  scarcely 
ks^  himself  awake. 

He  answered  to  theur  interrogatories  in  a  manly  and  simple 
manner;  and  by  the  Frendi  order  of  process,  his  answers 
ought  to  have  been  read  over  to  Mm,  and  he  should  have 
been  called  upon  for  his  remarks  upon  the  exactitude  with 
whidi  liiey  had  been  taken  down ;  but  nothing  of  this  kind 
was  proposed  to  the  Duke  d'Enghien. 

IT.  The  French  law  enjoins,  that  after  ckxdng  the  interro- 
gatory,  the  reporter  should  require  of  the  accused  person  to 
make  choice  of  a  Mend  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  his 
defence.  The  accused,  it  further  declares,  shall  have  the 
fldecdon  amongst  all  the  persons  present,  and  failing  his 
making  such  a  dunce,  the  reporter  shall  select  a  defender  to 
act  on  his  behalf.  No  such  choice  was  allowed  to  the  Duke 
d'Snghien ;  and,  indeed,  it  would  have  been  to  little  pur-< 
pose ;  nor  was  any  legal  assistant  assigned  to  him  in  terms  of 
the  law.  The  law  presumes  an  ojpen  court  at  a  legal  hour, 
and  held  in  broad  daylight.  It  would  have  been  but  an  ad« 
ditional  insult  to  have  required  the  liuke  to  sdect  a  friend 
or  a  defender  among  the  gens  d'armes,  who  alone  were  by- 
standers in  the  Castle  of  Vincennes,  or  at  the  hour  of  mid« 
night.  Contrary,  therefore,  to  the  privil^e  of  accused  per- 
sons by  the  existing  law  of  France,  the  accused  had  no 
benefit  c^er  of  legal  d^ence  or  friendly  assistaiy^. 

nSFJSCTS  OF  THS  8XKTBNCX« 

The  trial  itsdf,  though  it  deserves  not  the  name,  took 
place  on  the  day  after  the  interrogatory,  or  more  properly  on 
the  night  of  that  day,  bdng  what  was  then  called  the  30th 
Ventose  ;->-fike  the  previous  interrogation,  at  the  hour  of 
midnight.  The  whole  Castle  of  Vincennes  was  filled  with 
gens  d'armes,  and  Savary  was  in  the  actual  command.  He 
12 
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hxa  publiahed  that  he  was  led  there  by  dtriosity,  though  the 
hour  WM  midnight,  and  the  pkoe  so  standly  guarded  agidnst 
every  person,  savii^  those  who  were  to  be  officially  oonoemed, 
that  eren  one  of  the  officers,  who  had  been  summoned,  had 
considerable  difficulty  in  procuring  admission.  We  dudl 
presently  see  if  his  presence  and  conduct  indicated  the  part 
of  a  mere  by-stander ;  for  the  yihdication  which  he  was 
pleased  to  publish,  drew  forth  that  of  General  Hullin,  pten- 
dent  of  the  Military  Commission,  who  has  inffxrmed  us  of 
several  important  drcumstanoes  which  had  escaped  the  me* 
mory  of  the  Duke  of  Rovigo,  but  which  heax,  neverthelesi) 
very  much  on  the  point  at  issue. 

The  Court  being  constituted  duly,  the  warrant  was  read, 
which  contained  the  charge  against  the  prisoner.  It  accused 
him,  1.  Of  haying  fought  against  France ;  3.  Of  being  in  the 
pay  of  England ;  3.  Of  plotting  with  the  latter  power  against 
die  internal  and  external  safety  of  the  Rq>ub]ie.  Of  the  two 
^first  counts,  m  they  may  be  termed,  of  the  indictment,  we 
haye  already  shown  that  they  could  not  be  rendered  cognlxa* 
ble  under  any  law  then  existing  in  France,  unless  qualified 
by  the  additional  circumstance,  that  the  emigrant  accused 
had  been  found  either  within  France,  or  in  a  country  hostile 
to,  or  which  had  been  subdued  by  France,  which  could  not  i 
be  stated  to  be  the  case  of  the  Duke  d'Knghkn.  Respecting  i 
the  third  count,  the  Military  Commission  were  not  legally  i 
competent  to  try  it ;  the  courts  ordinary  of  France  alone  had 
the  allied  crime  within  their  jurisdiction.  Nevertheless,  in 
mockery  of  the  form,  as  wdl  as  the  essence  of  law,  the  Court 
proceeded  upon  the  trial  upon  two  points  of  accusation,  which 
were  irrelevant,  and  upon  a  third  which  was  incompetent 

The  mock  trial,  when  brought  on,  was  a  mere  repetition  of 
the  intern^atory  which  the  Duke  had  been  previously  sub- 
jected to.  We  are  now  to  give  an  abstract  of  both  interro- 
gatories, only  premising  that  within  their  limits  must  be 
found  the  whole  head  and  front  of  the  offences  charged.  The 
guilt  of  the  accused  must  either  be  proved  from  thence,  or  his 
innocence  must  be  acknowledged  ;  the  sole  evidence  produced 
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0r  attempted  to  be  brought  forward  on  the  trials  being  the 
answers  of  the  Duke. 

Upon  the  first  examination,  th^  following  admissions  were 
made  by  the  accused*  The  Duke  avowed  his  name,  birth,  and 
quality ;  his  exile  from  France,  and  the  campaigns  which  he 
had  made  with  the  emigrant  army  under  his  grandfather,  the 
Prince  of  Conde.  He  steted  the  various  countries  which  he 
h9d  inhabited  since  the  army  of  Conde  was  disbanded^  and 
that  he  had  resided  .at  Ettenheim  for  two  years  and  a  half, 
by  permission  of  the  Elector.  Interrogated  if  he  had  ever 
been  in  England,  or  if  that  government  made  him  any  al- 
lowance ;  he  answered  he  had  never  been  in  that  country, 
but  that  England  did  allow  him  an  annuity,  which  was  his 
only  means  of  support  Interrogated,  what  were  his  reasons 
for  residing  at  Ettenheim ;  he  answered  that  he  had  thoughts 
pi  settling  at  Fribouig  in  the  Brisgaw,  as  a  pleasanter  place 
of  residence^  and  had  only  remained  at  Ettenheim  on  account 
j»f  the  Elector's  indulging  him  with  full  liberty  of  hunting,  to 
which  amusement  he  was  very  partial.  Interrogated,  if  he 
kept  up  any  correspondence  with  the  French  Princes  of  his 
family  who  were  at  London,  and  if  he  had  seen  them  lately  ; 
he  repUed,  that  he  naturally  kept  up  a  correspondence  with 
his  grandfather  ever  since  he  had  left  him  at  Vienna^  after 
jthe  disbanding  of  his  anny ;  but  had  not  seen  him  since  that 
period ; — that  he  also  corresponded  with  his  father  (Duke  of 
Bourbon^)  but  had  not  seen  him  since  1794  or  1795.  Inter- 
rogated, what  rank  he  occupied  in  the  army  of  Conde ;  he 
answered,  commandant  of  the  vanguard,  and  that  when  the 
enemy  was  received  into  Prussia,  and  divided  into  two  corps, 
he  was  made  Colonel  of  one  of  them.  These  admissions 
might  have  been  deduced  or  presumed  from  the  simple  fact, 
that  the  individual  before  them  was  the  Duke  d'Enghien, 
.whose  history  and  military  services  were  sufficiently  known. 
The  subsequent  part  of  the  examination  consisted  in  an 
attempt  to  implicate  the  accused  in  the  conspiracy  of  Georges, 
Pichegru,  and  Moreau.  The  reader  will  see  how  far  his  an- 
swers make  the  charge  good. 
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*f  Interrogated^  If  he  knew  General  Fieh^gnt^  and  if  he  had 
any  connexion  or  intercourse  with  him  ;>— Replied^  I  do  not 
know  him ;  I  hate  never^  I  heliete,  seen  him  ;  I  have  had 
no  conversation  with  him ;  I  am  gkd  I  have  not  heen  ac« 
quainted  with  him,  if  the  story  told  he  true^  respecting  the 
Tile  means  which  he  proposed  making  use  of/' 

"  Interrogated,  if  he  knew  General  Damonriez,  or  had  any 
connexion  with  him ;— Answered,  that  he  knew  him  no  more 
than  the  other—he  had  nerer  seen  him." 

**  Interrogated,  if,  after  the  peace,  he  had  not  kept  up  a  cor- 
respondence  in  the  interior  of  the  Republic  ;-^eplied^  I  have 
written  to  some  friends  Uiat  are  still  attached  to  me,  who  had 
fooght  along  with  me,  both  on  their  affidrs  and  my  own. 
These  correspondences  were  not  of  the  cfaaraiaeter  whieh  I 
eonceive  to  be  alluded  to." 

The  report  further  bears,  that  when  the  proeess-yerbol  was 
dosed,  he  expressed  himself  thus:  ^'Before  signing  the 
process-verbal,  I  make  with  urgency  the  request,  to  have  a 
particular  audience  of  the  First  Consul.  My  name,  my  rank, 
my  manner  of  thinking,  and  the  horror  of  my  situation,  make 
me  hope  he  will  not  refvase  my  desire/' 

In  the  second  interrogatory,  in  presence  of  the  MJSitary 
Commission,  the  Duke  adhered  to  what  he  had  said  in  his  pie« 
ceding  examination,  with  the  sole  additional  dremnalaiic^ 
that  he  was  ready  to  renew  the  war,  and  to  take  service  in  the 
iqpproaching  hostilities  betwixt  England  and  Frantoe. 

The  Commissum,  as  appears  from  record  of  their  proeeed- 
ings,  received  no  other  evince  of  any  kind  whatever,  wliether 
written  or  oral,  and  undertook  the  task  whidi  they  knew  was 
expected  from  ^em,  of  extracting  reasons  for  awaarding  a 
capital  punishment  out  of  a  confession  from  which  nofting 
could  be  drawn  by  any  ordinary  piocess  of  reaaoning,  oave 
that  the  accused  person  had  been  in  arms  againatFranee,  and 
was  willing  to  be  so  again,— but  in  open  warfioe,  and  in  the 
hope  of  reeovering  what  he  considered  aa  the  righta  of  his 
family— A  case  which  oould  not  be  brou^t  under  the  penalty 
of  death,  except  under  ^e  laws  of  88th  March  17*3,  and 
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of  85  Bmmaln,  An*  III.,  where  thp  ctpital  panishineBt  is 
limited,  as  we  have  repeatedly  said,  to  emigraata  taken 
within  the  limits  of  Fzanoe,  or  of  counttiea  hostile  to  her, 
or  aulgected  by  her  arms.  The  avowal  that  the  Duke  had  a 
pension  from  £ngknd,  did  not  infer  that  he  was  in  her  mi* 
litary  pay,  nor,  indeed,  did  he  in  £ict  hdd  that  allowanee 
on  any  other  conditions  than  as  an  alimoitary  provision  aL« 
lowed  by  the  generoos  compassion  of  the  British  Nation.  NeU 
ther  could  he  be  found  guilty  upon  hia  candid  avowal  that  he 
was  willing,  or  evw  deii^ui,  to  enter  into  the  English  ser« 
vice;  for,  supposing  the  actually  doing  so  were  a  crime,  the 
mere  Intention  to  do  so  could  not  be  eonatruedinto  one,  since 
9ien  are  in  this  worid  responsible  only  for  their  actions,  not 
for  tbeir  thoughts,  or  the  unexecuted  purposes  of  their  mind* 
No  other  evidence  waa  adduced  excepting  the  report  of  an 
officer  of  police,  or  state  spy,  sent  to  watch  the  Duke  d'£n* 
gfaien's  movoneiits,  who  dedared  that  the  Duke  d'Enghien  re« 
ceived  many  emigrants  at  bis  table,  and  that  he  was  frequently 
absentfor  severaldays  without  his  (the  spy's)  being  able  to  dis« 
cover  where  he  went;  but  which  suspicious  facts  were  suf* 
fidendy  explained,  by  his  having  the  means  of  giving  some  aa« 
aiatance  to  his  diatreased  companions,  and  his  long  hunting 
partiea  in  the  Black  Forest,  in  which  he  was  wont  to  pass 
many  days  at  a  time.  A  report  from  Shoe,  the  Prefect  of  the 
Lower  Rhine,  was  alao  read ;  b«t  neither  Savary  nor  Hidlin 
mention  its  import,  nor  how  it  was  converted,  into  evidenee, 
OK  bore  upon  the  question  of  the  Duke  d'Enghien's  guilter 
iaBOcenee*  Hullin  also  mentionaa  long  report  firon  the  coan* 
cillar  of  state.  Real,  where  the  affidr,  with  all  ita  ramiflca- 
tiona,  was  rendered  so  interesting^  that  it  seemed  the  safety  of 
the  atate,  4ind  the  existeuce  of  the  govanment,  depended  on 
the  Judgment  which  should  be  returned.  Such  a  report 
could  only  argue  the  thirst  of  the  government  for  the  poor 
young  man's  blood,  and  eaEhibit  that  open  tampering  with 
the  Court,  which  they  were  not  ashamed  to  have  recourse  to, 
but  certahaly  could  not  oonstitute  evidence  in  the  cause. 
But  both  Savary  and  Hullin  aie  di^iosed  to  rest  the  reason  of 
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tiie boBdenoiiittioti  upon  the  frank  and  noble  avowal  of  the  pri« 
Miner,  which,  in  their  opinion,  made  it  imperative  on  the  Court 
to  condemn  him.  He  uniformly  maintained,  that  **  *  he  had 
only  sustained  the  right  of  his  ftmily,  and  that  a  Cond^  coold 
never  enter  France  save  with  arms  in  his  hands.  My  birth," 
he  said,  *  my  opinions,  must  ever  render  me  inflexible  on  thiv 
pointb'  The  firmness  of  his  answers  reduced  the  judges,**  con^ 
tinues  Hullin^  **  to  deq^.  Ten  times  we  gave  him  an  opening 
to  retract  his  declarations,  but  he  still  persisted  in  them  im- 
movably. '  I  see,'  he  said,  *  the  honourable  intention  of 
the  members  of  the  Commission,  but  Ij[|^iBot  resinrt  to  the 
means  of  safety  which  they  indicate.' "  "And  being  ac^unt- 
edthat  the  Military  Commissioners  Judgi^  without  app^;  ''I 
know  it,"  he  replied,  ^'  and  I  do  not  disguise  from  myself  the 
dmger  which  I  incur.  My  only  request  is  to  have^an  inter- 
view with  the  Flnt  Consul."  It  is  sufficiently  plain  that 
the  gallant  bearing  of  the  Prince,  so  honourable  to  himself, 
brought  him  under  no  law  by  which  he  was  not  previously  af- 
fected. But  it  did  much  worse  for  him  in  a  practical  sense. 
It  avowed  him  the  open  enemy  of  Buonaparte,  and  placed 
each  judge  under  the  influence  of  such  reasoning  as  encoura- 
ged Sir  Piers  Exton  to  the  murder  of  a  deposed  prince  at  the 
hint  of  a  usurper.  * 

The  doom  of  the  prisoner  had  been  fixed  from  the  moment 
he  crossed  the  draw-bridge  of  that  gloomy  state  prison.  But 
it  leqirired  no  small  degree  of  dexterity  toaccommodate  the  evi- 
dence to  the  law,  so  as  to  make  out  an  ostensible  case  of  guilt, 
which  should  not  carry  absurdity  and  contradiction  on  its  very 
fi»nt.  This  was  the  more  difficult,  as  it  is  an  express  legal 
form  in  French  Courts-martial,  that  it  shall  express  upon  its 

«  Didst  thou  not  mark  the  King,  what  words  he  qiolw— 
Have  I  no  friend  will  rid  me  of  this  fear- 
Have  I  no  friend  ?  quoth  he— he  spoke  it  twice, 
And  speaking  it,  looked  wistfWyon  me. 
As  who  should  say,  I  would  thou  wert  the  man 
That  would  divorce  this  terror  from  my  breast- 
Meaning  the  King  at  Pomfret— Let  us  go : 
I  am  the  King's  friend,  and  will  rid  his  foe. 
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ncoed  the  «Mct  fact  for  which  desth  ift  to  be  inikted^  and  the 
pKCiae  article  of  the  law  under  which  the  flentence  is  awarded. 
The  MiUtar;  Commiisioa  had  mach  more  trouble  in  phdng 
the  record  upon*  plausible  footing,  than  they  found  in  going 
tlwrn^  Oie  Iwief  forma  of  such  a  trial  aa  they  were  i^eaaed  to 
aibid  the  aceuaedr  They  experienced  the  truth  of  the  ob- 
sevvation,  that  it  is  much  more  eaay  to  commit  a  orime  than, 
to  justify  it. 

vsaniGT. 
Thefirst  difficulty  which  occurred,  was (o apply  the  ver- 
dict to  the  mdictraent,  to  which  it  ought  to  be  the  precise 
snswer,  since  it  would  be  monstrous  to  find  a  man  guilty  of 
a  crime  different  £r«n  that  of  which  he  stood  accused ;  as  for 
csample,  to  find  a  man  guilty  of  theft,  when  he  had  been 
charged  with  murder,  or  «tcewr#o.  Thejudgesof  thism- 
Ktary  Commission  had,  at  the  same  time,  the  additional  dif- 
ficulty of  reconciling  the  verdict  with  the  etidenee  which  had 
bemi  adduced,  as  weU  as  with  the  accusations  laid.  If  the 
raider  wiU  take  the  trouble  to  peruse  the  fdlowii^  ci^y  of 
the  record,  with  our  observations,  which  we  have  marked  by 
Italics,  tiiey  will  see  how  far  the  MiUtary  Court  of  Vinoen- 
nes  had  been  able  to  reconcUe  Uieir  verdict  witii  the  act  of  ac^ 
euaation,  and  with  the  sentence. 

The  verdict  bears :  «  The  voices  being  collected  on  cacliof 
the  underwritten  questions,  beginning  witii  tiie  younger,  and 
ending  with  the  President)  tiie  Court  declares  Lowis  An- 
loine  de  Bourbon,  Duke  d'Enghien,-- 

1.  Unanimously  guilty  of  having  borne  arms  agmst  the 
French  Republic— TAit  U  in  ooi^rmUif  mithihe mt  of  m- 
cusatian,  and  ike  evidenee;  iherefm,  so  far  regular. 

«.  Unanimously  guilty  of  having  offered  his  services  to  tte 
English  government,tiie  enemy  of  the  French  repubUc.--ra<^ 
isZtirconMnUtytothecharge.  'r^^-^'fX!!!t^JZ 
wmng  toMnthe  Englishin  thenewuHir,  not  thathiseer^ 
eeeZd^  either  offered  or  accepted.  Theformer^a 
matter  of  intention,  ike  laUer  woM  kave  beena  point  of  fact. 
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S.  niMBiiwinriygBSlQr  rf  Jawrii^  receifei  Mid  awwdlatea 
afflttte  «f  die«iid  IShbUiIi  gonenmnBt^  of  iurviag  proeored 
tiMm  flMiiit  of  inkettigeiiee  In  Vwtsuoe,  «aA  of  having  ctonipf  « 
xwlMik  Hnmt  vdiiatlfaeiMMiitlaadeKteiiiBLMaiyof  &e 

way  ^  ewMliwitf  at  eoiMkukt  i^impMeaiiimin  the  general 

Bitf  O0rtem^  <J^  afv  itol  <%«tv«laM  In  lAepyveifeafid 
late  manner  in  whiek  a  charge  whuA  a  man  muet  answer  with 
hie  life  ought  to  be  brought  againet  him.  Ae  to  evidence,  there  ie 
not,  in^emunmationofae  Dwhe,^eUghteetwor4  iojfte- 
t^  ^^finding  Um  gviUg  of  eusk  an  igfemee.  Not  a  questHon 
«aep9a,ormnmuwerteaeioed,reepeeti^ikefiiotewiAJSt^ 
AoM^'Or  theJhMejnceoieionto  and  enootmufemomt  of  Mmw 

4.  Umfeiimocttly  gaikf  of  havi^  piacod  liiiiiaelf  at  ^le 
head  <tf  a  hatg^  eoUectioaof  Fnmdi  eangeuitB,  and  oChen, 
fbfmed  is  the&Mitiani  of  Pinwe,  ift  the  coraily  of  Fribong 
and  Badai,  paid  by  IBKkfgiMdi^Them^notiamord  ofemob^ 
ekarge  in  the  aooneaUon  or  indietment,  nor  wai  1*8  eiighlui 
m>ideneeofiteoivieteneehrwigJUJkrwardi^miheCom'i,4fr 
kt^uit^  into  upon  the  DiMeeaMmkmtion.- 

5.  VtmamefoAj  ga&tf  of  having  had  communioationsiiith 
the  toiMfii  of  StraidMirg,  tenditig  to  oxdte  inrancdson  in  die 
neighbonriog  departments,  fmr  Oie  paxpose  of  a^drrentoa  in 
fimiir  of  £nghaid.--.n«r^iaM  «Knlfofi  ^«A^ 
itemutttien^there  ie  nomention  ofUinikoeMenm^ 

9*  1T»Mimoittly  goilty  of  being  one  ^  the  favdvrera  and 
aooomplices  of  the  con^lra^  carried  on  by  the  En^iah 
agdnat  the  life  of  ibe  Fast  Conaal ;  and  intendmg/in  the 
evttnt  of  audi  eompiracy^  to  enter  Prance.— 3%ere  ieno  mm* 
tionofthieehargeintheaetofaoeueationoritidietment.  The 
eoidonee  on  He  eubfeet  goee  diettneOgt^  diepromtko  ehofge. 
The2}uked'Enghion4aidhedidnotknomFiaugru,andhad 
no  eonneaion  ufith  him;  and  €Med^  ikat  ho  f^eieed  at  the 
eiroumetanee,  if  it  woe  true  thatthe general  aimodat  eueeeee 
bg^H»im»eo  horrible. 

The  teeult  of  the  whole  i%  that  thia  moat  ISbend  Com- 
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ittflBiM^  ill  aii«r94o;tlie  IJgjaiihiiBiw^lHfattg^inm  T«rdkt 
upra.  m.  points  of  indlelnaik;  aod  tbat,  on  applyuig  tbo 
eiidfiBee  to  ^  vcvdtel)  pot  one  of  ihe  sotoms  is  found  sup- 
potted  by  evidenoe^  the  int  eaeipted;  of  the  oilier  five^  of 
which  thiee  at  least  tte  gratoitoaaly  mtrodoced  ii^  the 
diargSj  four  are  altegethor  «ns«pfNitod  by  tbeoridc&oe^  ai4 
the  sixth  is  not  eniy ^nsnpporled)  botdispiofed,  beSng-in  dw 
net  e(«tiadietl<m  to  fhe  oi^  testiiBoiiy  had  before  the  Conu 


SSHTSKCB. 

Haying  dxawn  i^  thshr  verdict,  or  answer  to  the  act  of  ae« 
cttsatioii,  with  so  Iklie  regard  either  to  the  essaice  or  tosMi 
of  justioej  this  nnoonseientiowi  court  proceeded  to  the  sen- 
tence^ whiohj  acc^oK^g  to  the  regular  form,  ought  to  bear 
an  express  xelereMee  to  the  law  hy  which  it  was  anthoriaed. 
But  to  disceifer  sueha  hm,  neust  be  inevitably  a  wash  of 
some  diffieoky;  4nd  in  the  meaBtiaie,  the  devoted  ▼ietan 
slaU  lived.  Thereeoidof  the  Coust-Martial  bom  the  date, 
iwo^ui  the  morning  J  ^  so  that  <u»  Jtoiirr  had  idready  elapsed 
vijftm  the  trial  end  nbaequent  proosedingi,  and  it  was  des^ 
tined  the  sun  should  not  liee  on  the  derotei  head  of  the 
young  Bouitxm.  It  was,  therefore,  seosssary  that  he  ahouid 
be  immediatdy  Jsund  guilty  and  exeoiited,  as  all  that  was 
eoB6ideMdthedireot«fa!$eKt  ffiawludi  libe  Ckmrt  was  coimBBed* 
h  weuld  be  4ime  onoi^  to  <ensi#er  after  he  wasnomoi;^ 
under  what  law  he  had  snffisred,  and  te  M  up  the  blaiAs  in 
the  sentence  accordingly.  One  would  have  thought  weh  a 
trsgedy  could  never  have  taken  phne  in  It  eiviliaed  ege  and 
ebuntry,  seven  French  officers,  daimkig  te  be  esteemed  men 
of  henom:  by  fwofesaioD,  being  the  alaniih  agents.  It  must, 
one  would  say,  haw  occurred  at  Tripoli  nxr  Fes,  or  rather 


•  ▲  mie  ^  thuiM»  niuwd  Umm  words  to  be  eraMd,  but  fhe  op«^^ 
them  st)n  legible.    The  ftttcropt  at  concealment  »howi  the  seme  of  guilt*  with- 
out hiding  ihe  erime. 
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Among  the  GaUa  and  SNngiJh^  the  Agowt»  «e  the  I^aaU  of 
Abywinuu  But  hare  is  the  lentcnoe  to  speakiSor  itself :«—  . 
**  The  prisoner  having  withdrawn,  the  Coort  being  cleared^ 
deliberating  with  elosed  doors,  the  president  collected  the 
votes  of  the  members ;  beginning  wkfa  the>timor,  and  voting 
himself  the  last,  the  prisoner  was  nnanimoofily  found  Guilty ; 
and  in  pnrsuanoe  of  the  — —  hUmk  — —  article  of  the  law  of 
,     I.     ttoOp-,— tothefoMowingeflfect  Qtwo 

or  three  Unes  left  blank  for  inserting  the  law  which  should 
be  found  applicable^  ■  condemned  to  suffer  the  pu- 

nishment of  death.    Ord^r^d  that  ike  Judge^AdnoeaU  9hauid 
$§e  the  pr€9mt  eaUencB  exwuUd  immbdiatbly." 

Itost  laws  allow  at  least  a  fbw  days  of  interrenivm  betwixt 
sentence  end  execution.  Such  an  interval  is  due  to  religion 
and  to  humanity ;  but  in  France  it  was  also  allowed  to  the 
purpose  ai  appeal.  The  laws,  %S  Brumaire,  An.  VI.,  and  37 
Ventose,  An.  VIII.,  permitted  appeals  from  the  judgments 
of  courts-martial.  The  decree  of  the  17  Messidor,  An.  XII., 
permitting  no  appeal  from  military  sentences,  was  not  then 
in  existenoe ;  but  if  it  had,  even  that  severe  and  despotic 
Miactment -allowed  prisoners  some  brief  space  of  time  betwixt 
this  world  and  the  next,  and  did  not  send  a  human  being  |o 
execution  until  the  tumult  of  spirits,  incidental  to  a  trial  for 
life  and  death,  had  subsided,  and  his  heart  had  ceased  to  throb 
betwixt  hope  and  fear.  Twenty-four  hours  were  permitted 
betwixt  the  court  of  justice  and  the  scaffi>ld,-- a  small  space 
in  ordinary  life,  but  an  age  when  the  foot  is  on  the  brink  ai 
the  grave.  But  the  Duke  d'Enghien  was  ordered  for  instant 
execution. 

Besides  the  blanks  in  the  sentence  of  this  Court,  as  origi- 
nally drawn  up,  which  made  it  a  mockery  of  all  judicial 
form,  there  lay  this  fatal  error  to  the  sentence,  that  it  was  not 
signed  by  the  Greffier,  or  Clerk  of  Court. 

We  do  the  judges  the  credit  to  believe  that  they  felt  for  the 
accused,  and  for  themselves  ;  saw  with  pity  the  doom  inflicted, 
and  experioiced  shame  and  horror  at  becoming  his  murder- 
ers.  A  final  attempt  was  made  by  General  HuUin  to  induce 
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the  Court  to  transfer  to  Buonaparte  the  request  of  the  prison- 
er.  He  was  checked  by  Savary.  "  It  will  be  tnojoipor^ne/' said 
that  officer,  who,  leaning  on  the  back  of  the  presidenfis  chair, 
seems  to  have  watched  and  controlled  the  decisions  of  the 
Court.  The  hint  was  understood,  and  nothing  more  was  said. 

We  have  given  one  copy  of  the  sentence  of  the  Conrt-Mar« 
tial.  It  was  not  the  only  one.  "  Many  drafts  of  this  sen* 
tence  were  tried,"  says  HuUin, ''  among  the  rest,  the  one  in 
question ;  but  after  we  had  signed  it,  we  doubted  {and  untk 
good  reason)  whether  it  were  regular,  and,  therefore,  caused 
the  derk  make  out  a  new  draught,  grounded  chiefly  oo  a  re- 
port of  the  Privy-Conndllor  Real,  and  the  answers  of  the 
Prince.  This  second  draught  was  the  true  one,  and  ought 
alone  to  have  been  preserved." 

This  second  draught  has  been  preserved,  and  afl^rds  a 
curious  specimen  of  the  cobbling  and  trumping  up  which  the 
procedure  underwent,  in  hopes  it  might  be  rendered  fit  for 
public  inspection.  Notwithstanding  what  the  president  says 
was  intended,  tiie  new  draught  contains  no  reference  to  the 
report  of  Shee,  or  the  arguments  of  Real,  neither  of  which 
ccHild  be  brought  into  evidence  against  the  Duke.  The  only 
evidence  against  him,  was  his  owning  the  character  of  a  prince 
of  the  blood,  an  enemy  by  birth,  and  upon  principle,  to  the 
present  government  of  France.  His  sole  actual  crime,  as  is 
allowed  by  Monsieur  Savary  himself,  consisted  in  his  being 
the  Duke  d'Enghien ;  the  sole  proof  was  his  own  avowal, 
without  which  it  was  pretended  the  Commissionera  w<Mild 
not  have  found  him  guilty. 

To  return  to  the  t^ew  draught  of  this  sentence.  It  agrees 
with  the  original  draught,  in  so  far  as  it  finds  the  Duke  guilty 
of  siw  criminal  acts  upon  a  charge  which  only  accused  him  of 
three.  But  there  is  a  wide  distinction  in  other  respects.  The 
new  draught,  though  designed  to  rest  (according  to  Hullin's 
account)  upon  the  report  of  the  Privy*  Councillor  Real,  and 
the  answers  of  the  Prince,  takes  no  notice  of  either.  It  does 
make  an  attempt,  however,  to  fill  up  the  blanks  of  the  first 
copy,  by  combining  the  sentence  with  three  existing  laws; 
13 
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bttt  bow  ftr  «p^liiMfele  to  the  cue  under  consideration^  the 
mdet  shall  he  enaUed  to  judge. 

jlitidell.  lstBiiiniaufe»i[n«V.  EyeryindiTMnal,  of  what- 
ever rank,  quality,  or  piefesBum,  convicted  of  being  a  spy  finr 
the  enemy,  ahall  be  poniahed  with  death.—- 7%e  JDuke  d'- 
En^him  had  neUker  beenaecuted  nar  oonvieted  of  being  a'tpy 
far  ^  enemy. 

Article  I.  Every  plot  against  the  repablic  shall  be  punish- 
ed vritfa  death.-^ TAere  was  no  evidence  ^uti  (he  Duke  woe  en- 
gaged  in  any  plot ;  he  poeHk>ely  denied  it  on  hie  examination. 

Artiele  II.  AU  eon^raeiee  orphte  tending  to  dietufb  the 
state,  by  a  ciyil  war--4o  arm  the  citiaens  i^ainift  each  other, 
oar  against  lawftil  authority,  shall  be  punished  vrith  death. 
ffere  the  eame  foant  of  evidence  appUee. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  appears  that  the  law  could  ndther 
be  so  moulded  as  to  apply  to  the  evidence,  nor  Ihe  evidence  so 
twisted  as  to  come  under  the  law,— the  judges  were  obliged 
to  suppress  llie  one  or  the  other,  or  to  send  their  sentence 
forth  with  a  manifest  dontradfotion  on  the  face  of  it. 

But  lliis  second  dtaugkt  «f  tfaeaentence  was  so  fiur  oonfonn* 
ingto  the  law,  that  it  was  signed  by  the  Grefter  or  deri  of 
Court,  which  vras  not  the  case  with  tlie  former.  It  vras  alao 
more  induigeDt  towards  'the  accused ;  for  the  order  for  imme- 
diate ezeotttion  was  omitted,  and  its  place  supplied  by  the 
foDowing  details. 

**  It  is  enjoined  to  the  Capitaine  Rapporteur  instanfly  to 
read  the  present  judgment  to  the  condemned  person  in  pre« 
sence  of  the  guard  assembled  under  arms. 

<*  Ordered  that  the  President  sad  the  Reporter  use  tfaehr  di- 
ligence according  to  the  legs!  forms,  in  dispatching  copies  of 
this  procedure  to  the  Minister  at  War,  the  Great  Jn^e,  Mi- 
nister of  Justice,  and  to  the  Genend  in  Chief,  Govemer  of 
Parw." 

By  the  interposition  of  these  legal  forms,  the  Commission- 
ers unquestionably  desired  to  gain  some  time,  to  make  inte- 
rest with  Buonaparte  that  he  might  not  carry  his  cruel  pof^- 
pose  into  execution.    Thishaa  been  explained  by  the  PMl- 
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ioA  of  tbe  «o«rt  martiid,  Gaierftl  H^tflin  kioMolf^  who; 
Uind^  aged^  and  retired  ftota  the  woarldi  found  kiioflelf  obli* 
ged>  on  the  appearance  of  Sarary's  TindicatftOB  of  hlftflhaoreui 
the  mttrder  of  tbe  Due  d'Enghien*  to  come  forwaid,  not  to 
vindicate  his  conduct,  but,  while  expressing  his  remone  for 
the  share  he  really  had  in  the  tr^edy,  to  transfer  the  prind* 
pal  cluHrge  to  the  superior  officer,  who  was  pretent  during^  the 
whole  trial,  to  overawe,  it  would  seem,  and  to  control  tha 
■Ccmrt.    His  account  is  in  these  words  :— 

'^  dMurcely  was  it  (the  sentence)  signed,  when  I  began  a  let^i 
ta  to  Napoleon>  in  which  I  cfoiuYeyed  .to  him,  in  obedience  to 
the  unanimous  wish  of  ihe  Court,  the  desire  expsessed  by  the 
IVnce  of  an  interview  with  the  First  Consul ;  and  farther^  to 
oonjore  the  First  Coi^ul  to  remit  the  punishment,  which  the 
•everity  of  our  ntuation  did  not  permit  us  to  elude.  It  was  at 
thismoment  that  aman  interfered,  C^&vary,^  whohad  persist- 
ed in  remaining  in  the  court^room,  and  whom  I  should  name 
without  hesitation,  if  I  did  not  recollect  that,  even  in  attempt- 
ing a  defence  for  myself,  it  does  not  become  me  to  accuse  aa^ 
other.  '  What  are  you  doing  there  P*^  said  this  person,  cooa* 
ing  up  to  me.  ^  I  am,'  I  replied,  ^  writing  to  the  First  Ceo^ul, 
to  convey  to  him  the  wi^  of  the  prisoner,  and  the  recoift- 
mendation  of  the  Court.'  ^  You  have  done  your  business/ 
said  he,  taking  the  pen  out  of  my  hand,  ^  and  what  follows 
is  mine.'  I  confess  that  I  thought  at  the  moment,  and  so  did 
teveral  of  my  colleagues,  th4t  he  meant  to  say,  that  the'oon« 
ireying  of  these  sentiments  to  the  First  Consul  was  his  buar* 
sen.  His  answer,  thus  understood,  left  us  still  the  hope  that 
the  recommendation  would  reach  the  First  ConsuL  I  pnly 
recollect,  that  I  even  at  the  moment  felt  a  kind  of  vexation  at 
seeiiig  thus  taken  out  of  my  hands,  the  only  agreeable  cir.* 
cumstance  of  the  painful  situation  in  which  I  was  placed.  In- 
deed, how  could  we  imagine,  that  a  person  had  been  placed 
about  us  with  an  order  to  violate  all  the  provisions  of  the  law  i 
I  was  in  the  hall,  outside  the  counciUroom,  conversing  abont 
what  had  just  occurred.  Severa^kuots  of  periHH^  bad  got  iiw 
VOX.  ix^  e 
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not  being  petttilied  (any  more  AtttiM)ie  of  tfccotiictitttBi^ 
lMn)te6oiiieiiitoibeittil«roiMirtor  thecMille^  ddayedm^ 
departure  and  ihaiia.  We  weraounekTeB  ahat  in,  and  eould 
net eomttMmieate with  thoaewUhout^  wJmh  an  explofli0n  toek 
plae&-^a  tetiiUe  aMttd>  ^idiidi  atraek  na  to  the  hearta ^  mi. 
iMia  them  frith  tsrfor  and  fright.  Yea^  I  awaar^inthename 
of  4nyadf  and  my  eaUaagaea^  that  thia  exeentiim  waa  notami* 
thoriaed  by  ua ;  our  aentenee  direcftad  that  oepiea  of  thfe  aen^ 
lencadioBldbeaenttotbeMiBiaterefWai^aM  Grand  Ju^, 
nddiheGenenl  Governor  of  Paria.  The  lalstea  alone  cmddl^ 
noeovding  to  hiw,  direct  die  ezecntiott ;  the  aopiaa  wave  «ot 
9ttt  BMde ;  they  woold  oeenpy  a  oonaiderabie  pardon  of  Ihfe 
liay.  Ob  my  nrtnm  to  Pk^ria,  I  ahonld  ha«e  itfaited  an  tin 
^kmnm^^^n  the  Firat  Conanl ;  whaknonra  what  nu^t  have 
happened  ?««4mt  all  of  a  aoddeB,  tiua  terrific  eifiloaien  inA 
teiattdua  AatthePrinaewaanoBuire.  We  know  not  whe» 
-AHrhe  QSafvaay^  who  tibnah«rriedonthiadteadfidezeenii 
tiOD,  had  orden  fbr  doing  ao.  If  he  had  not^he  aione  ia  mi 
iipeaiible ;  if  he  had,  the  C^nrt,  whid^knew  no<ibihg  of  tbeaa 
eiden»'  wduch  itaeif  waa  kept  in  confinement— 4he  Gonrt^ 
whoee  laat  reaohition  waa  in  f atour  of  the  Piiaoe,  conldneb 
the»  HMNnee  nov  paeaeat  die  catastrophe." 

1 
axseuTioin;* 

The  gaibftt  yottig  Frine^  thetelbae,  waa«nt  off  ki  the 
fewer  of  hia  age,  and>  ao  far  aa  we  eaa  see,  on  no  evideMa 
whatever,  esoepthig  that  he  waaa  son  of  thehonae  of  Pwiffi 
bon,  the  etiemy,  by  Ids  birdi,  of  the  temporary  Qovermv  of 
France,  bait  his  public  and  declared  enemy,  who  had  never 
awed  duty  to  Mm,  and  who  had  not  been  taken  ^ng^jed  in 
any  active  proeee^ga  against  him.  The  descendant  of  Aa 
great  Cond^  was  condemned  to  a  bloody  death  by  a  Conrt^ 
die  jodges  of  whieh  were  themseltea  prisoners,  at  the  hoar 
when  thieves  and  tttirderen  deal  with  didr  victims,  upon  aft 
onpeoved  aooaaatioSi  tried  by  lOoompateBt  jndgea.  >r 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Tkm  meank  «f  4li»  bfKjet  imnt  go  b«3i9)lid -cbe  PriMi4 
— wtoifnd  blcMidy  tomb  to  inquire  into  the  warrant  liyifviiidl 
hewaaooBfligiiedtoit*  Wasitbyvjnae«f  Hieftntorofifk^ 
taotnd  draught  of  diat  mubeace,  wM^  the  miHtary  erwlitioR 
fimid  aomuchdifflcyity  in  eobbliag  up  into  ^efonii  of  it 
legal  aentonee  ?  We  anppoaeit  niiiat  hare  been  in  wtneof 
iktjim  draught,  because  thai  ooranands  instant  exeeation. 
U  this  eoijeetuie  ia  attowed^  the  Due  d'£ng^en  was  exe^ 
onted  in  virtue  of  a  4octimmt  totally  deficient  in  solenmity; 
flinee  that  fitatramalBSblaidcni  its  most  esseniial  parts^  and 
ianot  aignod  by  the  'Gveffier  or  Clerk  of  Conrt-^^  ftrmality 
eipitMWly  enloitied  by  law*  < 

If,  again,  we  suppose  that-^  ieetmi,  not  tte'Jiret  topy  of 
the  sentence,  was  the  warrant  made  use  of,  the  proceeding  to 
execution  will  be  found  not  leas  ill^al.  For  that  second 
draught,  though  it  exhibits  no  blanks,  and  is  signed  by 
the  Greffier,  and  ia  so  far  more  formal  than  the  first,  gires 
no  a«tl|oid*y  for  4n$UaU  execntioii  of  4ie  soitenee.  thi 
the  conttaay,  it  enjoins  the  usual  l^;al  debsra,  until  tii^ 
oepiaa  should  he  made  out  and  sent  to  tiie  various  M^rt 
of  state  mentioned  in  the  wanant  ita^.  The  effect  of 
difa4ahiiy  might  have  probably  been  the  saving  of  the  un« 
fertunate  Fnnee's  life;  for  if  Paris  had  not  heard  of  hM 
death  at  the  same  time  with  his  Arrestment,  it  is  not  like-^ 
ly  tfiat  Buonaparte  wouM  have  braved  public  opinion,  by 
veritning^n  oonduding  hia  nocturnal  tragedy  by  a  dayli^ 
cataatrophe.  But,  kying  that  consideration  aside,  it  iil 
enoi^h  for  a  lawyer  to  pronoimoe,  that  8u<&  sentence,  exeeu^ 
ted  in  a  manner  disconforming  from  its  warrant,  is  neither 
more  nor  less  than  a  mdbdek;  for  as  such  are  construed  iit 
the  laws  of  every  civilised  countiy,  those  cases  in  which  IM 
prompt  will  of  the  executioner  anticipates  the  warrant  of  thd 
judge. 

AKNEftAL  VIEW  OF  THE  EBOCXDUBa.     -  .  i 

Looking  over  this  yfMLe  procedure,  with  the  eyes  of  one 
accustomed  to  juridical  reasoning,  it  is  impossible  to  resist  .the 
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mmvMaa,  tlMt « tnm  of  nme  gron  kMonsltteBciei^  praetiied 
wkh  a  imne  barefaoed  atidadtjr»  or  fiir  a  worse  purpoae,  does 
not  ataia  and  di^gcaoe  the  page  of  Iii8tin7.  The  amst  was 
i^ost  the  law  of  natioM;  the  eonstatiition  of  the  Court  was 
against  the  ndlitary  Ui  w  ;  the  mode  of  conducting  the  trial  was 
against  the  bw  of  France ;  the  sentence  was  contrary  to  the 
fmrms  of  every  dviliaed  nation;  the  execution  ^as  a  contraven- 
tion of  the  laws  of  God  and  man.  It  would  be  absuxd  to  term 
the  sUughter  of  the  Dae  d'£nghien  a  murder  committed  by 
the  sword  of  justice,  unless  "we  understand  Hogwih'a  parody 
of  that  allflgoiical  figure,  with  one  eye  open,  one  scale  de« 
pressed  with  a  bribe^  and  a  butchor'a  knife  in  her  hand  iSH 
ftead  of  the  evcn»swayed  aword. 


Having  endeavotured  to  titoee  this  bloody  and  crael  proceed- 
ing in  a  l^al  point  of  view,  we  must,  before  leaving  the  sttb^ 
ject,  consider  what  apologies  have^been  set  up  against  the 
Uaek  ehai^  which  arises  out  of  the  d«ta^ 
.  The  first  of  these  screens  would  have  been  doubly  conve* 
nient,  providing  it  could  have  been  rendered  plausible.  It 
amounted  to  the  transference  of  the  more  active  part  of  the 
guilt  from  Napoleon  himself  to  Talieyrand,  whom  it  would 
have  been  delicious  retenge  to  have  overwhelmed  with  the 
odium  of  a  crime  which  must  have  made  an  impassable  gulf 
between  the  Ex-imperial  Minister  and  the  restored  royal  fs- 
mfly.  Napoleon  therefore  repeatedly  hinted  and  exprepsed, 
that  the  measure  of  the  Due  d'En^en's  death  had  been 
thrust  upon  him  by  the  advice  of  Tall^rand,  and  that,  without 
giving  the  matter  due  consideration,  he  had  adopted  the  course 
recommended  to  him.  It  was  afterwards  still  more  broadly 
averred,  that  Talleyrand  had  intercepted  a  letter  written  by 
the  Prince  from  Strasburgfa,  begging  his  life,  and  offering  in 
grateful  return,  to  serve  Napoleon  in  his  armies.  This  boon 
J^apoleon  intimates  he  miglit  have  granted  if  Talleyrand  had 
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delivered  the  letter;  but  by  intercepting  it,  that  itatetniMi 
became  the  actual  murderer  of  the  unfortunate  Prince. 

There  are  two  modes  of  considering  every  allegation,  that  ia, 
according  to  the  presumptivey  or  the  positive  and  direct  evidence 
brought  in  support  of  it  If  we  look  at  the  former,  vre  oainiot 
discern  the  shadow  of  a  motive  why  Talleyrand,  however  un* 
prindpled  we  may  suppose  him,  should  hkwe  led  his  master  into 
the  commission  of  a  great  and  odious  ctime,  of  which  he  waa 
likely  to  have  the  whole  unpopularity  thrown  upon  himaelf,  to 
soon  as  it  should  be  found  too  heavy  for  his  principal.  Talley« 
rand  was  a  politician ;  but  so  far  as  we  have  ever  heard,  poa* 
'Sessed  of  no  blood-thirsty  disposition,  and  being  himself  de- 
scended from  a  noble  family,  was  unl&ely,  to  say  the  least,  to 
uige  the  catastrophe  of  a  young  prince,  against  whom,  or  hia 
family,  he  is  never  believeid  to  have  had  any  especial  enmity« 
On  the  other  hand,  if  we  suppose  him  guided  to  the  step  by 
foolish  and  misguided  zeal  for  Buonaparte's  own  interest,  we 
traduce  Talleyfand's  mental  capacity  as  much  in  the  one  case, 
as  we  should  do  his  natural  disposition  in  the  other.  No  man 
knew  better  than  the  Prince  of  Beneventum,  that  power  is,  in 
enlightened  nations,  dependent  on  public  opinion,  and  that  tha 
blood  of  an  innocent  and  high-spirited  enemy  might  indeed 
stain  his  master's  throne,  but  could  not  cement  its  basis.— 
Again,  if  we  regard  the  spirit  displayed  by  the  Due  d'Enghien 
upon  his  mock  trial,  when  he  declared  he  would  not  recal  hia 
avowed  enmity  to  theFrench,  in  conformity  to  the  hints  thrown 
out  by  the  Court-martial,  how  is  it  possible  that  the  same  in« 
dividual  can  be  supposed  capable  of  having,  two  days  before, 
crouched  to  Buonaparte  for  his  life ;  or  how  are  we  to  reconcile 
his  having  offered  to  accept  service  under  the  First  Consul, 
>«rith  his  declaration  that  it  did  not  become  a  Conde  to  enter 
France  save  with  arms  in  his  hands?  We  must  suppose  him 
a  madman,  if,  having  endeavoured  to  creep  to  Buonaparte's 
lavour  by  the  means  of  submission^  he  should  have  assumed  an 
air  of  contumacy  and  defiance  towards  the  judges  who  were 
0  report  his  conduct  on  his  trial  to  the  First  Consul.  Tbe.ex< 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Ikx  appendix,    no.  v. 

jfllence  of  tli«  letter,  and  the  fact  of  its  being  intercepted  bj 
Tallejqruid,  is,  therefore,  disproved  as  far  as  it  can  be,  both 
,by  the  character  of  the  allied  writer,  and  of  the  Minister  for 
Foreign  A&irs. 

.  But,  farther,  it  ia  dispyoved  not  onl j  ^j  reasoning  a  priori, 
JHitdireetlj  and  from  the  state  of  facts,  as  ^  as  negative  evi- 
ideoae  possihly  can  go.  The  whole  proceedings  against  the  Doc 
id'Mngfim  to(^  plaee  under  the  councillor  of  state.  Real,  and 
. vaa  "yifPfgH  entirely  by  the  police ;  those  safe,  silent  agents^ 
.who  acted  by  immediate  directions  from  the  supreme  head 
4Rf  the  government^  like  the  mutes  of  the  seraglio,  and  were  not 
iiahle  to  the  control  of  any  subordinate  minister.  Talley* 
«aud  never  interfered,  nor  indeed  had  an  opportunity  of  in» 
tlKtfeiing  in  it. 

.  It  was  an  officer  of  the  police  who  was  aent  to  inquire  into 
the  state  of  thinga  at  Ettenheim^  and  his  report  iras  made, 
H^  to  Talleyrand,  not  even  to  his  proper  chief.  Real,— but 
to  Buonaparte  himself.  This  is  proved  by  Savary's  own  nar» 
ladve,  who  says  expressly,  that  '^  the  first  inspector  of  the 
igendarmerie  received  the  report  from  the  officer,  and  carried 
it  himself  to  the  First  Consul,  instead  of  giving  it  to  M.  ReaL** 
.  The  troops  employed  in  the  act  of  seizing  the  Due  d'Engbien^ 
.jverealsogens-d'armes,  thatis  policemen;  and  bad  a  letter  been 
:Written  by  their  prisoner  at  Strasbuigl^  or  anywhere  else,  it 
would  certainly  have  gone,  like  the  report  abovementioned,  to 
fthe  First  Consul,  and  not  to  Talleyrand  to  the  foreign  depart* 
ment.  2(%,  There  is  a  sad,  but  minute  memorial  of  his  impri- 
sonment, kept  by  the  Duke  as  a  sort  of  diary.  In  this  record  is 
no  mention  of  his  having  written  such  a  letter.  3<%,  As  the 
Baron  St  Jacques,  secretary  to  the  unfortunate  Prince,  was  with 
Jiia  master  constantly  until  the  Duke  was  taken  horn  Stras- 
»bur^  he  was  in  a  situation  to  ofier  a  formal  testimony  against 
,  the  very  allegation  of  such  a  letter  having  been  written,  since 
be  must  have  become  acquainted  with  it,  if  it  had  any  real  ex- 
istence. 4^,  Th|e  gens-d'armes  who  collected  the  Duke's  few 
4^aper8,  andi«ade  an  inventory  of  them,  would  not  have  failed 
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tpfecofe  imcii  a  docttiBcpt;  ifj-  «  ve  M^i  bitee/tfuBw  }u4 

been  such  a  document  to  secure* 

.  For  all  these  reasons^  the  story  of  the  suppEessed  letter  must 
be  considered,  from  beginning  to  end,  as  an  absoluto  fictiol^ 
invented  to  absolve  Napoleon  of  what  he  felt  was  generallf 
considered  as  a  great  erime>  and  to  tnmsfisr  the  odium  to  Tal« 
leyrand,  whose  active  offices  in  behalf  of  the  royal  family,  his 
former  master  oould  neither  forget  nor  forgive. 

But  the  story  of  the  letter  was  not  the  only  one  to  whieh 
J^apokon  had  recourse  to  qualify  the  {vubMc  indignatio]^ 
which  was  so  generally  directed  against  him  as  tiie  author  of 
this  unhappy  deed. 

.  In  the  examination  of  the  persons  who  were  arrested  on  ac- 
count of  accession  to  the  conqnraoy  of  Fi<^h^;ni  and  Georges, 
it  appeared,  according  to  a  very  apocry]^^  statonent  by  Na« 
ipoleon,  that  a  person  occasionally  appeared  ainong  the  eon* 
spirators,  of  noble  mien  and  distinguished  manners,  to  whom 
the  principal  conspirators  showed  such  symptoms  of  homage 
and  defer^ce  as  are  paid  only  to  Princes.  ^'  He  appeared," 
says  Savary,  '^  3S  years  of  age,  his  hair  was  fair,  his  forehead 
open,  of  a  middle  stature  and  siae.  When  he  entered  the 
apartment,  all  present,  even  Messrs  de  Polignae  and  de  B&< 
yiere,  roi^  and  xenu^ned  standing  in  his  presence."  The  ps« 
lice  considered  who  this  mysterious  personage  ooold  be,  aad 
agreed  it  must  be  the  Due  d'En^en.  To  the  impressiom 
this  supposed  discovery  made  on  tiie  mind  of  the  First  Cob« 
sol,  was  to  be  imputed,  according  to  his  own  acoovnt  and 
General  Savary's,  the  mission  of  the  police  officer  to  Stras» 
bur^,  as  already  mentioned.  Tlie  report  of  the  8py>con« 
ceming  the  frequent  absences  of  the  Due  d'Eng^ien  ham 
Pttenheim,  was  held  sufficient  to  identify  him  wltib  the  mys- 
terious stranger  at  Fari»— the  resolution  to  kidnap  him  was 
formed  and  executed ;  and  although  no  circumstanoes  06« 
curred  to  show  i^t  he  had  been  in  Paris,  or  to  identify  him 
>7ith  the  incognito  i^ve  alluded  to,  and  although  they  were 
|tot  even  ^t  the  trouble  of  confiooAtiiig  the  Bufce  with  ^e  peiw 
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mm  wliodeicnbed  that  indifidtntl,  to  «»  tf  tKey  eovM  tteog^ 
nise  tbem  to  be  one  and  tbe  same ;  yet  he  was  pat  to  dealli,  we 
me  caBed  upon  to  believe^  upon  tbe  ooDTiction  that  he  was  the 
visitor  and  friend  of  Georges  Gadoadal,  and  the  person  in  whose 
presence  aU  the  woiM  testified  sneh  profound  respect.  Hard- 
ly, however,  had  tbe  Duke  been  huddled  into  his  bloody  graTe, 
than  we  are  told  it  was  discoTered  ^at  the  mysterious  person* 
age  so  often  alluded  to,  was  no  other  than  Pichegra ;  and  the 
blame  of  keeping  up  tbe  mistrice  in  the  First  Consui's  nind 
is  imputed  to  Talleyrand,  who  is  destined  to  be  die  scape* 
goat  in  every  version  of  the  story  which  comes  from  Kapoleon 
or  his  favourers. 

■  We  submit  that  no  author  of  a  novel  or  romance,  when 
compelled,  at  the  conclusion  of  his  tale,  to  assign  a  reason  for 
the  various  incidents  which  he  has  i^ced  before  thenreader, 
ever  pressed  into  his  service  a  string  of  such  improbable  and 
inconsistent  circumstances.  Was  it  credible  that  a  prince  of 
the  blood,  supposing  him  to  have  ventured  to  Paris  during  the 
consulate,  and  mingled  with  a  band  of  conspirators,  would 
have  insisted  upon,  or  would  have  permitted,  the  honours  of 
his  rank,  and  thus  have  betrayed  his  character  to  those  who 
did  not  profess  to  know  more  of  him  than  from  that  drcum* 
stance  only  ?  The  very  mention  of  a  line  of  conduct  so  impro:- 
bable,  ought  to  have  made  the  legend  suspected  at  the  very  out* 
set.  Secondly,  How  could  a  mistake  possibly  occur  betwixt  Uie 
person  of  the  Due  d'Enghien  and  that  of  General  Pichegra? 
The  former  was  fair,  with  light-coloured  hair;  the  latter  was 
dark,  \wth  a  high-coloured  complexion,  and  dark  hair.  The 
Duke  was  slight  and  elegant  in  his  form ;  Pich^ru  was  stout- 
made,  robust,  and  athletic.  The  Prince  was  but  just  turned  of 
thirty ;  Pichegru  was  forty  years  of  age  and  upwards.  There 
was  scarcely  a  jpoint  of  similarity  between  them.  Thirdly, 
How  was  it  posnble  for  those  circumstances  to  have  occur- 
red  which  occasioned  the  pretended  mistake  ?  Under  what 
imaginable  character  was  Pichegru  to  have  commanded  the 
wsijects  paid,  to  a  prince  pf  the  blood,  and  that  not  only  from 
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tlw  Cfaontn  Gwfgin,  but  from  the  Meiueiin  D«  Foiignte 
snd  De  Riviere,  who,  it  is  pretended,  remained  unoovered  in 
his  presence  ?  Lastly,  On  the  Toluminous  trial  of  Geoiges, 
which  was  published  in  the  Moniteor,  though  several  of  his 
band  were  brought  to  bear  witness  against  him,  there  was  no 
evidence  whatever  of  royal  honours  being  rendered  either  to 
him  or  any  one  else.  So  that  the  whole  legend  seems  to  have 
been  invented,  ex  pogtfaeto,  as  a  screen,  and  a  very  firail  one, 
behind  which  Napoleon  might  shelter  himself.  It  is  evi« 
dent,  indeed,  even  by  his  own  most  improbable  account,  thai 
if  Uie  Due  d'Enghieh  died  in  consequence  of  a  blunder,  it  was 
one  whidi  a  moment's  consideration  must  have  led  every  one 
to  doubt,  and  which  a  moment's  inquiry  would  have  explain- 
fd,  and  that  Napoleon's  credulity  can  only  be  imputed  to  his 
determination  to  be  deceived.  How  Talleyrand  oould  have  con* 
tribnted  to  it,  is  not  intimated ;  but  General  Savary  uiforma 
ua  that  the  Consul  exclaimed — ''  Ah  I  wretched  Talleyrand, 
what  hast  thou  made  me  do !"  This  apostrophe,  if  made  at  all, 
must  have  been  intended  to  support  a  future  charge  against 
hia minister;  for  as  to  being  led  by  the  nose  by  Talleyrand, 
in  a  matter  where  his  own  passions  were  so  deeply  luterested, 
it  is  totally  inconsistent  with  all  that  is  recorded  of  Napo« 
letm,  as  well  as  with  the  character,  and  even  the  private  in- 
terest, of  his  minister. 

After  this  tedious  dissertation,  the  reader  may  perhaps  de- 
•ire  to  know  the  real  cause  of  the  extraordinary  outrage. 
Napoleon's  interest  seemed  no  way,  or  very  slightly  con- 
cerned, as  the  sufferer  was,  of  all  the  Bourbon  family,  the 
farthest  removed  from  the  succession  to  the  throne.  The 
odium  which  the  deed  was  to  occasion,  without  any  corre- 
aponding  advantage,  was,  it  might  have  seemed^  to  the  polftio 
«nd  calculating  spirit  which  Napoleon  usually  evinced,  a 
•aufficient  reason  for  averting  an  unnecessary  outrage;  nor 
'4ra8  his  tamper  by  any  means  of  that  ferocious  quality  which 
'iakes  delight  in  causing  misery,  or  in  shedding  blood. 
-    All.  thete  things  admitted,  we  must  remind  our  readers. 
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tJtu^,  Kft  Nigpoleon  was  cala%  and  w^dcrate  by  poUey^i  be  wm 
i|Uo  by  temperament  fierce  and  ardent;^  and  had  in  his  Mood 
a  stndn  of  the  wild  and  revengeful  disposition,  for  vhidU  has 
native  Corsica  has  been  famous  since  the  days  of  the  ancients* 
The  tem|^t«tion  was  strong  on  the  present  occasion.  He  felt 
(iomelf  exposed  to  the  danger  of  assassination^  to  which  his. 
neryea  seem  to  have  be^  peculiariy  sensible;  he  knew  that 
tbeblow  would  beaimed  by  the  partisans  of  the  BoyalFamilyjf 
and  he  puq^cted  that  they  w«re  encouraged  by  the  exiled 
princes.  In  such  a  case^  what  is  the  principle  of  the  asTage 
^tate,  or  that  which  approachea  next  to  ^t  ?  A  North  Am&» 
rican  Indian,  injured  by  one  white  trader  who  esciqpes  hia 
yengeanoe,  retaliates  on  the  first  European  who  falls  within 
his  power.  A  Scotch  Highlander,  wronged  by  an  individual 
of  another  dan,  took  vengeance  on  the  first  of  the  sept 
|vhich  he  hi^peaied  to  meet.  The  Corsicans  are  not  less 
ruthless  and  indiscriminate  in  their  feud^,  which  go  from 
father  to  son,  and  affect  the  whole  fiimily,  mthout  the  wm 
sentment  being  confined  to  the  particular  persons  who  have 
jdone  the  wrong.  IXpom  this  principle  the  First  Consul  seems 
to  have  acted,  when,  conceiving  his  life  aimed  at  by  the 
friends  of  the  Bourbons,  he  sprung  like  a  tiger  at  the  only 
one  of  the  family  who  was  within  his  readi  and  his  power* 
The  law  of  nations  and  those  of  society  were  alike  forgotten 
in  the.  thirst  of  revaage ;  and,  to  gratify  an  immediate  feding 
of  vengeance,  he  stained  his  history  with  a  crime  of  which  no 
time  can  wash  away  the  infamy. 

The  tendency  to  violence,  arising  out  of  a  fierce  and  semir 
barbaric  resentment  and  love  of  revenge,  might  pexhaps  have 
shown  itself  in  more  instances  than  actually  occurred,  had  it 
not  been  for  Napoleon's  policy,  and  his  respect  for  pnhlic 
opinion,  which  would  not  have  borne  many  such  actis  cf 
vindictive  cruelty.  But  tlMAigt  he  was  abl^  in  general  to  anbN- 
due  this  peculiar  temper,  he  could  not  dii^g;ui8e  it  from  tlioae 
by  whom  he  was  closely  observed.  When  some  one,  in  the 
presence  of  Mounier,  p^x)npunced  a  eulogium  upon  Napo* 
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leon^  anil  concluded  by  defying  any  of  the  listeners  to  produce 
a  parallel  character — "  I  think  I  could  find  BcMnethkig  like 
him/'  said  Mounier^  ^'  among  the  MonUenegnM** 
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JplFLECTIONS  ON  THE  CONDUCT  OF  NAPOLEON 
TOWARDS  THE  PRINCE  ROYAL  OF  SWEDEN. 

(^TmmlatedfrimtheoriginaiFrendi.) 

It  was  Napoleon  himself,  who>  by  his  insnpportable  pie- 
tensions,  forced  Sweden  to  take  a  part  in  opposition  to  him. 
From  the  period  of  the  election  of  the  Prince  of  Ponte  Conro^ 
the  only  discussions  the  Prince  had  with  the  Emperor  con« 
sisted  in  refusalsi,  on  the  Prince's  part^  to  enter  into  engage- 
ments hostile  to  the  interests  of  Ihe  nation  who  had  chosoi 
bins  to  be  her  ruler. 

When  the  first  overtures  respecting  his  election  in  Sweden 
were  made  to  him  by  a  Swedish  nobleman,  and  by  General 
Xk)unt  de  Wrede>  he  went  immediately  to  St  Cloud,  to  in«- 
.form  the  Emperor,  who  said  to  him :— > 
.  ^'  I  cannot  be  of  any  use  to  you«*let  things  take  their 
course,"  &c. 

The  Prince  went  to  Plombieres.  At  his  return,  he  paid 
Jiis  respects  to  the  Emperor,  who,  addressing  him  in  presence 
ci  a  good  many  persons,  asked  if  he  had  lately  had  any  newt 
^om  Sweden. 

*' Yes,  Sire.*' 
'   «  What  do  they  say  ?"  replied  the  Emperor. 
.    «  That  your  Majesty's  chargi  Haffixree  at  Stoddiolm  op- 
poses my  election,  and  says  publicly,  that  your  Ms^jesty  pre- 
fers the  King  of  Denmark," 
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The  Eroperor  answered  with  surprise,  "  It  is  not  possi- 
ble ;"  and  changed  the  subject. 

It  was,  however,  in  consequence  of  secret  instructions 
given  to  M.  D^saguiers,  that  he  had  presented  a  note  in  fa- 
vour of  the  King  of  Denmark ;  but  Napoleon,  in  order  not 
to  commit  himself  in  an  affair  of  such  delicacy,  and  in  which 
a  check  would  have  been  a  proof  of  the  decline  of  his  politi- 
cal ascendency,  disavowed  the  conduct  of  M.  Desaguienu 

When  this  agent  was  recalled  a  sho;rt  time  afterwards,  the 
Due  de  Cadore  frankly  confessed  to  M.  de  Lagerbjelke,  the 
.  Swedish  minister  at  Paris,  "  that  they  had  sacrificed  an  inno^ 
cent  person.*' 

The  Emperor  had  expressed  himself  in  the  mpst  friendly 
manner  to  King  Charles  XIII.,  as  well  as  to  the  Prince  of 
^onte  Corvo,  consenting  that  the  Prince  should  accept  the 
succession  to  the  throne  of  Sweden.  The  act  of  election  had 
been  published  in  the  Moniteur,  and  ten  days  had  elapsed 
without  the  Emperor's  having  said  anything  about  die 
Frince-Royal's  departure.  Having  finished  the  preparations 
for  his  journey,  and  seeing  that  the  Emperor  still  remained 
silent  on  the  subject,  the  Prince  determined  to  apply  to  him 
for  letters-patent,  emancipating  him  (the  Prince)  from  his 
iallegiance* 

.  To  this  formal  application,  the'  Emperor  replied,  that  die 
expediting  of  these  letters  had  been  retarded  only  by  the  pro- 
posal made  by  a  member  of  the  privy-council,  of  a  preliminary 
condition. — "  What  is  it  ?"  said  the  Prince.—"  It  is,  that  you 
lire  to  come  under  an  engagement  never  to  bear  arms  against 
me."  The  Prince-Royal,  greatly  surprised,  answered,  that  his 
flection  by  the  Diet  of  Sweden,  and  the  consent  to  it  aheady 
given  by  the  Emperor,  both  to  himself  and  to  King  Charies 
XIII.,  had  already  made  him  a  Swedish  subject ;  and  that, 
in  that  quality,  he  could  not  subscribe  this  engagement. — 
?  "  Vour  Miyesty  tells  me,"  added  he,  *^  that  this  is  the 


•  Hotc  th«  Emperor  frowned,  and  appeared  embarrasMd. 
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Im^poial  of  9  meniber  of  the  coiindK  I  am  very  sui^  it  oevef 
eould  have  come  fhmi  yourself.  Sire ;  it  must  have  come 
from  the  Areh*C1iancelIor,  or  the  Grand  Jutlge^  who  were^ 
not  aware  to  what  a  height  this  ptoposal  would  raise  me." — 
**  What  do  you  mean  ?" — "  If  you  prevent  me  from  accept* 
ing  a  crown>  unless  I  come  under  an  engagement  never  to 
fight  against  you,  Sire^— isuot  this^  in  fact,  placing  me  in  yowr 
line  as  a  General?" 

The  Emperor,  after  a  moment's  reflection,  said  to  him,  itt 
a  suppressed  voice,  and  with  a  gesture  which  betrayed  hi« 
agitation  :—^ 

'^  Well,  go ;— oiar  destinies  are  about  to  be  accomplished^  ^ 

'*  I  b^  your  pu-don.  Sire,  I  did  not  hear  you  rightly,'* 

**  Go ;— our  destinies  are  about  to  hie  accomplished,"  repeat^ 
ed  the  Emperor,  in  a  more  distinct,  but  equally  agitatetl 
roice. 

When  the  report  first  became  cuih^ent  (hat  there  was  an  in-* 
tention  in  Sweden  to  elect  the  Prince  of  Ponte  Corvo  Priiiee 
Boyal,  Mareschal  Davoust,  thinkuig  to  please  his  master,  said, 
in  the  Emperor's  chamber  : — "  The  Prince  of  Ponte  Corvo^ 
suispects  nothing."  This  piece  of  irony  made  Napoleon  smUe. 
He  answered  in  a  low  voice, — "  He  is  not  yet  elected." 

The  Prince,  who  till  then  had  been  very  undecided,  inti* 
mated,  that  if  the  Kin^  and  the  States  of  Sweden  fixed  theiif 
choice  on  him,  he  should  accept. 

During  this  interval.  Napoleon,  constantly  wishing  to  pre-* 
vent  him  from  becoming  heir  to  the  throne  of  Sweden,  said 
to  him  one  day ; — *'  You  will  probably  be  called  to  Sweden. 
I  had  formed  the  design  of  giving  yon  Arragon  and  Cata* 
Ionia;  for  Spain  is  too  great  a  country  for  my  brother's 
strength  of  capacity." 

The  Prince  made  no  reply.  For  a  considerable  time  back, 
not  wishing  to  be  an  object  of  inquietude  to  government,  he 
had  been  considering  what  means  he  should  use  to  gain  Na- 
poleon's confidence.    The  greatness  of  France,  the  victoriles 
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gftiMd  by  her  amtieii^  and  At  cd^fit  whidi  they  vdfeeM 
upon  the  oommander^  imposed  mi  die  Prisoe  iht  duty  of  not 
CAdeavoaring  to  emukte  the  power  of  the  fimpcnNr. 

In  his  conversatioiis  with  Napoleoa^  he  endeaToured  to  dtf 
ftHBj  the  imiwessioQs  which  the  Effiperor  entertained  agadntfC 
him.  For  this  purpose  he  took  general  ipiewa^  spoke  of  the 
inlerests  of  great  states**^  iStm  fertnnea  of  men  who  had 
astonished  the  world  by  their  successes,  of  the  difieoltieft 
and  obltacka  which  theae  mea  had  had  to  snnnonnt;  and 
lhildly>  of  the  puhUe  Aranquiility  and  happiness  wMdk  hk^ 
been  the  result  of  these  circumstances,  from  the  mMSkmP 
that  fteoondary  intereals  had  been  satiaA^' 

The  Emperor  listened  attentiTely,  send  seemed  ahnost  11- 
wnya  to  appland  the  priaciplea  of  atainlity  and  presemitibn 
Irhlch  the  Frinee  eiflazged  upon.  At  times,  when  the  lal!>^ 
ter  reminded  the  Emperor  of  the  immensity  of  the  means  of 
lecMnpcnae  wUch  he  had  at  his  disposal,  Napokan,  atmck 
by  wba4;  he  said,  hdd  <m.%  his  hand  to  him  «ifection»iely; 
Wh«i  they  separated,  and  sefemed^  by  hie  manner,  4o  say  to 
him,—''  Reckon  always  upon  my  fHendship  and  sopport^' 
.  The  Fdnoe  us^  to  retum  from  Iheae  oonvenattons,  tfaiiifc.; 
ing  hhnself  no  longer  an  <^eet  of  su^ieion  to  the  Emperor^ 
He  expressed  this  bdief  to  the  members  of  Napoleon's  fa- 
mily>  in  order  that  they,  in  their  turn,  might  asani*  the  Em^ 
peror,  that  as  the  Prince  went  enth^y  into  Ms  s^ateni,  both' 
from  du^y  and  from  interest,  any  mistrust  of  hiin  should  ^be 
kid  aMde. 

there  w^e  inditiduak  of  Napolean's  famfly,  on  those^ 
occasions,  who  smiled  at  the  Friuce's  simplidrty,  and  told 
him  what  the  Emperor  had  said  tiie  evening  b^ore,  iQmie.i< 
diately  after  the  conversation  the  Prince  and  he  had  bod: 
together ;  and  all  ^t  the  Empetor  mid  b^re  marks  ei  &e 
greatest  insincerity,  and  of  an  iU-will  constantly  fbnnd-^' 
ed  on  his  ideas  of  the  extravagant  ambidon  of  the  Pnnoe<^ 
This  iOUwill  seemed  to  be  mitigated,  when  the  time  maH 
for  the  Prince's  departure  for  Sweden.    One  of  his  friends 

16 
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was  ill  hlg^  hifOQf  with  Napoleon.  On  the  very  day  ttTe 
Prhtee  departed^  Napoleon^  Becfog  this  friend  eome  in^  werit 
np  to  him  and  said :— **  Well !  does  not  the  ftrince  regrtft 
France?"—"  Yes,  nndouhtedly."— "  And  I,  for  my  part, 
^bofvld  hare  been  rery  gkd  if  he  had  not  accepted  the  invi<* 

tation  ;  Imt  there  is  no  help  fot  it *"   And  then  dieckini; 

bimadf^ — "  Besides,  he  does  not  love  me." 

On  its  being  answered,  that  Napoleon  l^as  mistaken,  antt 
that  the  Prince  had  chosen  his  party,  and  had  been  fVank* 
ly  and  cordially  attached  to  him  for  a  long  time  past,  thb 
"Emperor  ireplied,-^*- 

<<  We  hare  not  miderstood  each  other :  now  it  is  too  late^ 
\ie  has  his  own  intorests,  his  own  policy,  afnd  I  have  mine.^ 

Napoleon  had  acquiesced  in  l^e  reasons  given  hith  1)y  the 
Trinoe,  for  ink  tetaal  to  engage  not  to  take  mnxxs  against  hiitf. 
He  saw  very  well  that  he  ought  to  have  expected  rach  a  ref- 
fdsaly  and  that  he  ought  not  to  have  exposed  himself  to  it.  He 
had  even  endeavoured  to  efl&ce  anypainftd  impression  wmch 
his  proposal  had  made  on  the  Prince,  by  making  him  the 
most  friendly  promises  of  an  indemnity  of  two  millions  fcft 
ifae  cession  of  hb  principality  of  Ponte  Corvo,  and  his  pos^ 
aessiona  in  Poland,  and  leaving  him  all  the  others  in  pro^ 
perty.*  He  had,  besides,  permitted  him  to  take  widi  him  all 
his  aide8**de-eamp. 

The  Prince  knew  not  what  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  Em« 
peror^B  thoughts,  but  when  he  left  him  he  was  full  of  confi- 
dence in  him ;  and  Napoleon  had  no  just  motive  for  imputing 
to  Yam  any  designs  hostile  to  his  interest,  and  still  less  to  th^ 
interest  of  France.  This  illusion,  on  the  part  of  the  Prince, 
was  of  short  duration*  The  teeeption  he  met  with  in  all  th& 
places  he  passed  through,  and  particularly  when  he  arrived  in 
Sweden,— the  speeches  addressed  to  him,  and  the  answers  he 


*  ♦  The  PrinorneTei  leeeived  more  than  one  roUlton  of  the  two  which  had  bc^n 
promiwd  him.  *  -       ' 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


IXXX  APPENDIX.      »0,  VI. 

Buu]«/-^-aIl  conlributed  to  dwpleaae  tbe  Emperor.  -It  seemed 
to  bim  as  if  the  Prince  attracted  some  share  of  that  general 
attention  which  should  have  been  fixed  on  him  alone.  The 
patriotic  sentiments  expressed  by  the  speakers  of  the  four  or« 
derSy  were  no  more  to  his  taste  than  those  of  the  Prince  in  his 
answers.  He  and  the  Swedes  were  equally  the  objects  of  the 
Emperor's  sarcasms,  and  even  of  his  insults:  he  treated  them 
•as  Jacobins^  as  anarchists;  and  it  was  chiefly  i^ainst  the 
Prince  t^at  these  attacks  were  levelled.  To  show  the  Prince 
his  displeasure,  he  annulled  all  the  promises  he  had  made 
bim ;  and  took  from  him  all  the  lands  vdth  which  he  had  en« 
itowed  him,  and  which  he  re-united  to  his  own  domains.  He 
recalled  all  the  Prince-Royal's  French  aides-de-camp.  li 
,w«s  in  vain  that  the  Prince^  in  his  correspondence^  tried  to 
appease  him^  by  writings  among  others^  (he  Ibllowing  lefir 
ter;—  ^ 

'^  At  the  moment  when  I  was  going  to  address  my  thanks  to 
your  Majesty,  for  your  goodness  in  extending  for  a  year  the 
leave  granted  to  the  French  officers  who  have  accompanied  me 
to  Sweden,  I  am  informed  that  your  Msgesty  has  retracted  that 
favour.  This  unexpected  disappointment,  and,  indeed,  every 
thing  that  readies  me  from  Paris,  makes  me  sensible  that  your 
Majesty  is  not  well  disposed  towards  me.  What  have  I  done^ 
Sire,  to  deserve  this  treatment  ?  I  suppose  that  calumny  alone 
has  been  the  cause  of  it.  In  the  new  situation  in  which  Fortune 
has  placed  me,  I  should  doubtless  be  more  exposed  to  it  thai) 
ever,  were  I  not  fortunate  enough  to  find  a  defender  in  your 
Majesty's  own  heart.  Whatever  may  be  said  to  you.  Sire,  I 
beseech  you  to  believe  that  I  have  nothing  to  reproach  my- 
self with,  and  that  I  am  entirely  devoted  to  your  person, 
not  merely  through  the  strength  of  my  old  associations,  but 
from  a  sentiment  that  is  unalterable.  If  things  are  not  con- 
ducted in  Sweden  entirely  according  to  your  Majesty's  wish, 
this  is  solely  owing  to  the  Constitution.  To  infringe  this  Con- 
stitution is  not  in  the  power  of  the  King^  and  still  less  in  mine. 
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Hiere  are  idU  here  many  particular  interesta  to  be  meked 
dowQ  in  the  grbat  national  cradble,— four  otdera  of  the  state 
to  be  tied  up  in  one  bundle, — and  it  is  only  by  maanaof  very 
prudent  and  measured  conduct,  that  I  can  hope  to  ait  one 
day  on  the  timme  of  Sweden.  As  M.  Gentil  de  St  ^Iphonse, 
my  aide-da-camp,  returns  to  France  in  conformity  to  your 
Ibjesty's  orders,  I  make  him  the  bearer  of  this  letter.  Your 
Higesty  may  question  him;  he  has  seen  every  thing;  let 
him  tdl  your  Mijesty  the  trutii.  Tou  will  see  in  what  a 
situation  I  am  placed,  and  how  many  measures  I  have  to 
keep.  He  will  tell  your  Migesty  whether  or  not  I  am  ai^ 
zious  to  please  you,  and  if  I  am  not  here  in  a  state  of  oonti* 
nnal  torment  between  the  pain  of  displeasing -you  and  my 
new  duties. 

Sire,  your  Majesty  has  grieved  me  by  withdrawing  &om 
me  the  officers  whom  you  had  granted  me  for  a  year*  *  Since 
you  command  it,  I  send  them  back  to  France.  Perhaps  yoiu 
Migesty  will  be  indined  to  alter^our  decision ;  in  which 
ease,  I  beg  that  you  yourself  will  fix  the  number  that  you 
may  think  proper  to  send  me.  I  shall  receive  them  from  you 
with  gratitude.  If,  on  the  ocmtrary,  your  Migesty  retains 
dion  in  France,  I  recommend  them  to  your  goodness.  They 
have  always  served  with  distinction,  and  have  had  no  share 
in  tiie  rewards  which  were  distributed  after  the  last  cam* 
paip-" 

Napdeon's  ill  humour  against  the  Prince  changed  to  posi- 
tive resentment.  He  repented  that  he  had  agreed  to  his 
going,  and  he  made  no  secret  of  it ;  for  he  went  the  length 
of  saying,  before  his  courtiers, — "  That  he  had  a  mind  to 
make  him  finish  his  eourse  of  the  Swedish  language  at  Vin* 
cennes/* 

While  the  Prince  refbsed  to  believe  the  information,  which 
he  had  received  from  the  Tuilleries,  Of  such  a  threat  as  this, 
Kapoleon  was  actually  thinking  of  putting  it  in  execu- 
tion, and  of  repeating,  upon  him,  the  capture  of  the  Due 
d'Enghien.  The  Prince  at  last  was  convinced  (^  the  truth 
f 
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of  whet  he  kad  betrd,  bf  the  dlsoofery  of  a  plot  fonned  by 
Ni^kon's  agents^  for  seizing  him  in  the  nei^hbondiood  of 
ifaga,  and  carrying  huai  on  bo«rd  aveaael  which  they  had  m 
nadiiUsB.  The  attempt  failed  through  a  moe  aoddent. 
The  conspirators^  all  foreigners  hut  aoe,  thought  themaelTeo 
diaeovered :  they  inatantlf  emharked>  uid  sailed  in  the  night.^ 
This  conduct,  odious  as  it  was,  made  no  dumge  im  the 
disposition  of  the  Prince  towards  Napoleon.  He  ledced 
upon  it  as  the  effect  of  intrigues  formed  by  the  personal  ene* 
miesof  both,  and  by  eBCBaies  of  France.  He  saw  Jibthing 
in  it,  besides,  but  a  d^^ree  of  pi^rsonal  animosity  wludi  might 
pass  away,  and  which  ought  to  have  no  influence  on  the  po« 
litical  .determinations  of  Sweden.  But  Napoleon,  listening 
to  nothing  but  his  hatred,  knowing  that  the  Prince^  being 
awace  of  his  designs,  would  now  be  on  his  guard,  and  hawg 
no  longer  any  hope  of  surprising  him,  desired  to  plsRse  the 
Prince  in  open  hostility  to  him.  He  took  the  surest  method 
to  accomplish  this  objeot^by  seizing  Poinerania,  because  he 
thought  that  this  insulting  violation  of  public  faith  would 
finroe  the  Prince  Royal  to  revenge  the  affront  put  upon  Swcn 
den,  but  at  bottom  directed  against  the  Prince  personally.  In 
order  to  leave  no  room  for  doubt  on  this  aubject,  the  Emperor 
had  given  orders  that  the  invasion  should  take  place  on  the 
S0th  of  January,  the  Prince* Royal's  birth^day ;  but  this  re* 
iinement,  so  much  in  character,  was  thrown  away ;  for  the 


>  M.  de  Salasar,  formerly  aide-de-camp  to  the  Duke  of  Ragusa,  who  had  qnitr- 
ted  the  serrice,  and  retired  into  England,  was  one  of  those  who  gave  information 
respecting  a  plan  formed  in  France  to  carry  off  the  Prince-Royal.  He  made  a 
fuU  eomnwateation  on  this  aut^ect  to  an  iUuaCTkMW  pemnage  in  Engluid.  and 
to  Baron  de  Rehausen,  the  Swedish  Mmister  at  London,  who  immediately  in- 
formed Count  d'Engestrom  of  what  had  been  revealed  by  M.  de  Salazar,  as  to 
th«  ptoti  which  Napoleon  was  laying  against  the  personal  safety  ef  the  Prince. 
In  oirder  to  {^ilitate^^esa  oommunicationsy  Baion  de  Rfikiiusen  waa  instraelai 
to  fUmish  M.  de  Salazar  with  money  to  enable  him  to  go  to  Sweden.  He  arri- 
ved at  Orebro  during  the  Diet  of  1812,  and  was  admitted  to  some  private  audi- 
mum,  in  which  he  repeated  to  the  Prince  the  deelMMions  which  he  iMtd  pfev»- 
•tfttly  BMda  to  Burosi  de  R4miu«cii  and  Coant  d'Engeatrtmi. 
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hivMioii  tDonld  im^  be  cii$ri«d  into  «£^  Iffl  the  morttkigtf 

The  mefm  of  this  tim»ioii  did  net  ench  StDdtholm  till  the 
llth  of  Feliniiir3r.  The  Brinee  immediately  wrote  the  Em*, 
prror  the -foUewiBg  letter  :— 

'^  Tbe  eeoeoDts,  whidi  have  jttet  arrited^  iirform  me  that 
a  dmsion  of  the  army  imd^  ^e  orders  of  the  Prined  of  Bdi«i 
mnlil,  has  invaded  the  territory  of  Swedish  Fomerania^  In  the 
n^t  between  the  96^  and  97  A  of  JcBOary ;  that  this  dlvi« 
sien  Insf  eentinnedits  mardb^  eMeied  the  capital  of  the  dudiy, 
and  taken  possession  of  the  island  itfRugen.  The  King  e»« 
poets  that  y^  Mi^esty  will  explldn  the  reasons  which  haye 
M  you  to  act  in  a  manner  so  diametrically  opposite  to  the 
fttth  ofeldsting^  treaties.  My  former  connexion  with  your 
Miyesty  aniliorises  me  to  bMeech  yon  to  explain  yoor  mo« 
lives  withottt  delay,  in  order  that  I  may  be  enaUed  to  give 
tiie  King  my  opinion  as  to  the  fotore  policy  which  oagflt  to 
be  adopted  by  Sweden.  This  gratmtons  outrage  committed 
against  Sweden  is  deeply  Mt  by  the  peoploj  and  doubly  so, 
Shre,  by  me,  who  am  intrusted  with  the  honour  of  defending 
them.  If  I  have  contrtbuted  to  ^e  triumphs  of  Frsnee ;  if 
I  have  uniformly  wished  to  see  her  respected  and  happy,  it 
never  could  enter  into  my  thoughts  to  sacriice  the  interests, 
tto  honour,  and  the  national  independence  of  the  country 
which  has  adopted  me.  Your  Majesty,  so  good  a  judge  of 
tHiat  is  ri^  in  the  case  which  has  happened,  has  already 
penetrated  my  resolution.  Though  not  jealous  of  thie  glory 
and  power  by  which  you  are  surrounded.  Sire,  I  am  extremely 
sensible  to  the  disgrace  of  being  looked  upon  as  a  vassal. 
Your  Majesty  rules  the  greater  part  of  Europe ;  but  your 
dominion  does  not  extend  to  the  country  to  whose  govern- 
ment I  have  been. called.  My  ambition  is  limited  to  her  de- 
fence ;  which  I  look  upon  as  the  lot  assigned  roe  by  Provi- 


I  ft  wu  from  a  similar  motiTe  that  the  Prince  Royal  opened  the  ports  of  Swe- 
4tfli  to  an  nattoin  on  the  I5th  Augiut,  1812,  Napoleon't  Mrth-day,  and  that  the 
peaee  with  Eacland  wa»  signed  at  the  same  time. 
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ne  eAm  pMdoecd  ob  ihe  people  Iqr  Ae  t 
iHiich  I  now  oompkin  of,  may  have  in^lcnlable  i 
ce»i  mid  Umgli  I  am  m*  a  Ooriokimt,  air  iRMnaand  V<*. 
aditaai  I  hf  a  gwd  wnwgh  apirioiiof  the  Sweioafraiiie 
yon,  %e>  that  they  «ra  capdl)k  of  dating  ani  imdMdBag 
eferytliisg,  to  ravenge  afflnata  whieh  thay  have  not  provoked, 
and  to  pmftnte  Hi^  to  lAkigh  ihkf  ate  pgrofaalily  a*  niiidi 
«llieiiedaa^t0t 


WiM  tte  EnqpMM  leeeh^d  Uik  ktto^  it  im  obaerred 
Uriutho  fmsa^iMkn^  wd  «tiady  << Submit  to yeiir  d»* 
.gradaftey  dr  die  irith  anna  in  your  htfida  r 
'  This, fndtad, waa Ae Mlf altmialiTc< wbiah  1» wiahedlo 
kate  thtf  Mnoa;  knondng  Tcty  ipali  what  pixl  weald  be  te- 
km  by  a  man  whom  he  hiduielf  had  oaUed,  '^  A  Ficttih 
ftead^  wHhUle  heart  of  a  lomeil." 

'  Theite  Wat  no  iteeodlDg.  The  Mnoe  dedarei  to  the  King 
ef  fib|^«id  and  the  Bmperar  of  Rnaria,  titat  he  waa  at  w«r 
laMi  Napoleon;  and  wrote  th^BtapcrorAkxander  tile lil- 
lowingktt«r,datedfrom8tadchOhD^  thoTthof  Marehy  18iS: 


'  «^1%e  Monpation  of  Swediih  Fememnk  by  the  FMMh 
tioope»  initeeeft  die  King  to  dupateb  Cevnt  de  JLowenhj^m, 
bia  aid6-d^-0M*p,  to  yonr  Imperial  M^eaty*  lUa  effiaVi 
^Ao  enjoys  Ihe  entiie  eehidence  of  hk  soKndgn,  baa  it  in 
cha^  to  ^naint  your  Mi^eely  with  the  motiiwa  wbiob  hare 
aervedaa  a  ptoetext  foir  an  tmatkn  ae  diMnetneally  in  ofipo- 

'^TbeMMoeiaiYeanaexaliMef  theceaataef  theMeditt^r- 
tnneuij  of  HoUand,  and  of  the  Baltk,  and  the  subjugation  of 
the  Ulterior  of  Germany,  muat  haye  pointed  <mt,  e«en  to  the 
kaet  <dear*iSghtcd  Mnces,  that  the  kws  of  naluma  betng 
thrown  ande>  were  giving  way  to  a  gyeftem,  wUcb>  deatiTiqripg 
every  kind  of  equilibrium,  would  umte  a  numbcar  ai  natkns 
under  the  government  of  a  singk  chief; — the  tributary  mo- 
narchs,  terrified  at  thk  constantly  increasing  dominioo,  are 
waiting  in  consternation  for  the  developement  of  this  vast 
pkn. 
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mte,  milih -emiMaKe  and  h&p^;  bui  nlfer  Me  to  abwiTi  4p 

Mke  theBUk^M^  eisctef  tiietet  sastftnt ;««»»w  tong.M  it»iii*- 
iiw&ee  lasts^  e^rerylMag  4tep(iid»  «ii  fasai  wbo  ohooeet  to  ttsl. 
Minds  struck  wUh  mmUtumat  9m»  iM^Ue  of  mflfittte ; 
and  evef7tliingyield8.to  ^  itn^iteff  ttht^Mn  wlikhth^y 
ft8r>  or  by  wlikh  they  an  attiactt^ 

Be  pleiMwd>-  Sne^  to  f^TOirkh  fat— rilto  eijpiwitonof 
my  graHtadeibr.^  wutiaaienliirhidi  ymrMigeily  hat  tol- 
t^ed  towards  me*  If  I  liaireatiliany  msh  to^mij  it  Iste 
<iie  continnatkni  of  a  iMppfiaess^  af  adiiok  I  sliall  almys  be 
warlhy,  in  eopseqiiaace  al  tha^iyakto  ^hiab  I  attoch  to  lu** 


It  was  not,  th«ii>  the  Emporarof  RiUBia  wfaa  pi6failad«|^ 
eft  Swedes  to  take  up  anas  agiinst  NapdeiMi.-^  wsa  bin* 
idtf^hiasiielf  aloney^who  irresistibly  coaipeUed  Um  Pri&ee 
to  throw  himself  among  his  enemies.  In  doing  to,  the  Mdee 
ncraly  did  what  Niqpolson  desiaed;  and  the  latter  wished 
it,  beciiue^  Sweden  hanng  given  him  no  motire  for  direolly 
attacking  her,  he  saw  no  odier  wiqr  of  leqiaiBhig  the  maeteiy 
of  the  Prince's  fortunes,  but  by  placing  him  simoiig  the  awn* 
bar  of  his  eneoues,  whom  be  looksd  «pon  as^abaady  eon- 
qnered,  wtthoot  saiqteeting  that  ha  was  going  tofSoese  th«a 
at  laat  to  conquer  htmseU; 

Mcaanrbiley  still  wishing  to  dooeive  die  Prinae,  he  asade 
propossls  to  him.  The  Ftinee  answered  them  by  the  iAiw- 
^g  letter,  theheeier  of  wliich  waa  AL  Stgaeul: 

*^  Notes  hare  just  reached  me ;  and  I  cannot  re&nn  Aon 
ezpresoaug  myself'  on  the  aaljeet  of  them  to  your  Inqierial 
Bfiijesty,  with  aU  the  franknon  which  belongs  to  my  oha* 
laoler. 

*^  When  the  wiidies  of  the  Swedish  |ieople  csjied  nw  to 
aoceeed  to  the  throne,  I  hoped,  in  leaving  France,  that  I 
should  always  be  able  to  reconcile  my  personal  aflfections  with 
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te  iatemli  4if  ny  new  omntry.  My  ^e«ii  cluriA«d  the 
iMpe Uiat it  i^i^tkUiitily  itadif  ivith  the MoliBailt  of  Ai* 
peopk^  at  dtoMine  line  preiemiig  the  lemembwito  of  ito 
int  ottadiaenti,  and  naffer  lottng  n^bt  of  ilie  g^ttry  of 
fcanoe^  nor  ita  rfncBW  attaataaeBt  to  yow  IMies^-^  at* 
^ftffc^ff^t  fff^?>*i^  «>  •^  hwotlteriiBod  in  armi*  winch  liad  becm 
#rt8B«3iiflhad  hy  so  lainy  gseafe  aetWM. 
''  It  was  widi  ihia  hope  lihat  I  arrived  in  Sweden*--!  fmwd 
a  nation  generally  attacbfd  to  France ;  but  still  more  to  ita 
om  liberty  andTlawB  i^ietkiaM  of  your  fidendah^ir  Sire,  hot 
not  desiroua  of  ever  obtaining  It  at  the  eaqpenie  of  ita  honour 
and  ito  indq^odenoe^p— Yonr  Migeat/a  minister  dune  to  dii* 
ngaid  this  natiidnal  M^isig,  and  mined  eTcrythlng  by  hia 
axxoganoe  :^hia  eommimicalioiiB  bore  no  maito  of  that  re- 
spect whichcrowned  heads  owe  each  other.— While  fdlfiUing, 
aacordiiig  to  the  dietatea  of  hia  own  paasions,  the  intentjims 
of  yonr  Majesty,  Banm  AggpAier  q^ke  likea  Boman  proeon^ 
sul,  without  recoUectii^  that  he  waa  not  addressing  himadf 
to  slares. 

''ThisMinister,  then,  waa  the  first  cause  of  diediatraat 
whidi  Sweden  began  to  show  aa  to  your  Miyesty's  intentioBB 
with  nqiani  to  her ;  subsequent  events  were  cslc»]ated  to  give 
it  new  weight* 

"  I  had  ahready  had  the  honour,  Sire,  bymyktteift  of  the 
19th  November  and  8th  December  1810,  tomaka  your  Ma^ 
jesty  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  Sweden,  and  the  dssiie 
whidisheiilt,  tofindin  your Migeetya  protector*  ^wodnld 
attribute  your  Majesty's  silence  to  nothing  but  unmerited 
indifference;,  and  it  became  ineumbent  on  her  to  take  pie^ 
cautionB  against  the  storm  thiit  was  ready  to  burst  on  the 
oontineht. 

'  **  Sire,  manldnd  has  already  sufibred  but  too  much.  Fcnt 
twenty  yesrs  the  esrth  has  been  deluged  with  human  Uood ; 
and  to  put  a  period  to  these  sufierings  is  the  only  thii%  want** 
ing  to  complete  your  Mi^featy's  glory. 


•  Th«  invasion  of  Pomerania. 
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**'HyoaM  MtLJimy  dedret  that  thte  King  ihoiikl 
to  hm  Mftjeity  the  £»peror  Ale&andtfr^  the  poisibility  e§  m 
aecommodstioiiy.I  augur  enoiif^,  fima  tlie  magnaniiiiiiy  «f 
tbat  moaavdi^  to  iwntuee  toMtute  yoa^  th«t  he- will  give  a 
wiUiBg  etf^to  overta»eaeq«^t«ble  at  tiwiame  time  to  ydv 
aspire  sod  kft  tbe  Nofth*  If  an  efent,  so  naezpectedy  «Mi 
80  universally  wished  fear,  ooidd  take  ^aee.  with  what  bleta- 
ings  wottld  the  nations  of  the  contiaent  hail  your  Majesty  ! 
Then  gratitude  would  be  encreased  in  proportion  to  the  ter- 
ror they  now  feel  for  the  return  of  a  scourge  which  has  al-* 
feady  been  so  heavy  upon  them,  and  the  ravages  of  whieh 
haye  left  such  cruel  marks. 

**  ^re,  one  of  the  happiest  moments  which  I  have  expe- 
rienced since  leaving  France  was  that  in  which  I  became  as« 
Bured  that  your  Migesty  had  not  altogether  forgotten  me. 
You  have  judged  rightly^  as  to  my  feelings.  You  have  been 
aware  how  deeply  they  must  have  been  wounded  by  the 
painful  prospect  of  either  seeing  the  interests  of  Sweden  on 
the  ere^  being  separated  from  those  of  France^  or  of  bemg 
cOnMrained  to  sacrifice  the  interests  of  a  coun^  by  which  I 
have  been  adopted  with*  boundless  confidence. 

*'  Sire,  though  a  Swede  by  honour/  by' duty,  and  by  itili^ 
gion,  I  still  identify  myself,  by  my  wishes,  wi^  that  beauti* 
fVA  France,  in  which  I  was  born,  and  which  -I  have  served 
^thfilly  ever  since  my  childhood.  Evety  step  I  take  in 
Sweden,  the  homage  I  reoeive,  revives  in  my  mind  these  bright 
yecoUeetions  of  glory  whidi  were  the  principal  ^eause  of  my 
elevation;  nor  do  I  disguise  fitvm  myself,  that  Sweden,  in 
ohoosing  me,  widied  to  pay  a  tribute  of  esteem  to.the  French 
people." 

Napoleon  blames  all  the  world  for  his  reverses.  When  he 
hits  no  longer  any  one  to  blame,  he  accuses  his  destiny.  But 
it  ia  himtelf  only  whom  he  should  blame ;  and  the  more  so, 
because  the  very  desertion  t>n  the  part  of  his  allies,  which  has- 
tened his  fall,  could  have  had  no  other  cause  but  the  deep 
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I  iM  liad  iaiiMd  by  lys  dMpoik  i«Uto,.midlik 
i^jl|Btioei  Hewuhimielf  theoi]giMlaiiilli«ritf^liiftitti^^ 
Muicty  bj  mrtiagipg  tlKwr  who  hadeontriWltd  tolikelcva- 
4iim«  It  ws  bk  own  handa  thst  contiiininated  hk  ynia ;  he 
miy  in  all  the  stiktntis  «f  tha  tOBia,  afflUtiad  iiBici<b»  and 
io^iwiih  thenwragnaty>  that  he  did  imt  djapoae of  bimadf 
alono>  butof  JPnuMse  at  ^  aaaao  time* 


No.  VII. 

EXTRACT    FROM   MANUSCRIPT   OBSERVATIONS   ON  NAPO- 
.     LEON'S  RU^BIAN  CAMPAIONi  by  an  ENOIOSill  OFFIGEil 
OF  RANK. 

HATiNa  examined  into  the  probabilitiea  of  Seg§^'n  alk* 
gajtkm>  that  Buom^parte  entertained  thoughts  of  takijig  up 
hiB  winter-quarteia  at  Wit^ik,  the  niilitary  oonunentator 
fvoeeeda  aa  fbUowa;— 

"  The  Ruaaian  army  at  Smolensk,  aeeiog  the  manner  in 
whii^  the  French  army  was  diapeiaed  in  cantonments  be* 
ftween  the  riveni  Dwina  and  DneisMvb  moTed,  on  thaPTth  of 
AngnptR  toviids  Rudnei,  in  oisder  to  beat  up  their  qnartem. 
They  sncceeded  in  anrpnaiag  thoae  of  Sebaatiani,  and  did 
him  a  goi^  deal  of  miachkf  in  an  attack  nppn  Jukowo.  In 
the  meantime  JBarday  de  Tolly  waa  alarmed  by  a  moronent 
made  by  the  Viceroy  about  Sonrig^  on  the  Dwina ;  and  he 
oovntecmanded  the  original  plan  of  operations^  with  a  yiew 
to  extenfl  his  right  flank;  apd  for  some  days  afterwards,  the 
Euasian  army  made  various  false  moTementG^  and  was  in  a 
considerable  de^^ree  of  co|ifu8ii««  Wheth^  Nig[M>leon'§  plan 
waa  founded  upon  the  march  of  the  Russian  army  firpm  Smo« 
lensky  aa  supposed  by  Segur,  or  upon  their  position  at  Smo- 
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ImiBk  in  ih*  fk^  ^8«£  Avgntt,  faeooeried  it  i]ito«Bwttllm, 
notvvilhflttii^ttBgtiitt  march.  ^ 

^^  Aecmcdiiigly^  he  broke  up  hie  cantooneiili  upon  the 
Dwina  on  the  10th  of  Augast^  and  marehed  hie  may  by  dtf- 
teent  eolmmis  by  eorpe  aorocs.  the  front  ef  the  Auesian  ar- 
my^ fyona  tiwae  oantenamrtt  to  RaaaaiBSpa,  mpoa  tiie  Dnieper. 
The  Mse  moTements  aaade  by  tljb  Riwrian  army  ftom  the 
7th  to  the  ISth  of  August^  prevented  their  obtaining  early 
knowledge  of  thifrmaroh^  and  they  wese  not  in  a  situation  to 
be,  able  to  take  advantage  of  it.  On  the  other  hand>  Napo- 
leon could  have  had  no  knowledge  of  the  miicaleiilated  move* 
ments  made  by  the  Russian  army. 

"  Being  arrived  at  Rassassna,  where  he  was  joined  by  Da- 

vonst^  with  three  divisions  of  llie  first  corps^  he  crossed  the 

Dnieper  on  ihe  14th.    The  corps  of  Poniatowsky  and  Junot 

were  at  die  same  time  moving  upon  Smolensk  direct  from 

.  Mohilow. 

"  Napoleon  moved  forward  upon  Smolensk. 

**  The  garrison  of  that  place^  a  division  of  infantry  under 
General  Newerofidcoi^  had  come  eut  as  far  as  Krasnoi^  to  ol^ 
serve  the  movemoits  of  the  French  troops  on  the  left  of  tlie 
Ihneper^  supposed  to  be  advancing  along  the  Dnieper  IWxn 
Orcha.  Murat  attacked  tiiis  body  of  tsoops  with  all  his  caval« 
ry ;  but  they  made  good  Hbeir  retreat  to  Smolensky  aldiough 
repeatedly  charged  in  their  retseat.  These  efaargea  were  of  little 
av»il>  however;  and  this  operation  affimls  another  insta&ee 
of  the  security  with  which  good  infantry  can  stand  the  attack 
of  cavalry.  This  divtsion  of  about  «090in£uxtry  had  no  arti- 
ficial defence^  excepting  two  rows  of  trees  on  eadi  side  of  the 
road^  of  which  they  certainly  availed  themselves.  But  the 
use  made  even  of  tlus  defence  shows  how  smdl  an  obstacle 
will  impede  and  check  the  operatiens  of  the  cafahry. 

'^  It  would  probaUy  have  been  nuxre  advisable  if  Murat, 
knowing^of  the  movement  of  Poniatowsky- and  Junot  diveeted 
from  Midiilow  upon  Smolensk,  had  not  pushed  this  body  <if 
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tM^U»hmrd.  ISiey  mmt hare betn  iadhued  4b dol^r  ok 
their  retreat^  in  order  effectually  to  reconnmCre  tiieir  mtmj^ 
The  £Drt  wodd  uttirahtodly  in  that  ciae  hare  lUkfi  uto  die 
hiuida  of  Bol^iatovaky. 

*f  On  the  17th  of  August^  Napolecm  aaaemhlad  die  wfaflle 
of  the  ofMntttg  army  heibte  Saaoknak,  on  the  left  of  die 
Dnieper.    ItoonaaledaslaUowa:----  - 


The  cavalry^  under  Morale 

Giiarda, 

FiiatCorpsy  Davooaty     . 

Third  Corpe,     •      Ney, 
Foiarth  Corps,  .      die  Vioeroy, 
Ftfdi  Corps,     .      Poidafowaky, 
Eighth  Corps,  »      Jttnot, 


40^000 
47,000 
7S,00O 
S9,000 
45,000 
36,000 
18,000 

997,000 


"  These  corps  had,  about  six  wedn  before,  entered  the 
country  with  the  numbers  above  stated;  they  had  had  no  mili* 
tary  affair  to  occasion  loss ;  yet  Segur  says,  they  were  novr 
redconed  at  185,000.  The  retnms  of  the  3d  August  are  sta- 
ted to  have  given  the  last  Jiumbers  only. 

"  The  town  had  been  attacked  on  the  16th,  first,  by  a  bat- 
talum,— «eooBdly,  by  a  d^rision  of  the  third  oorps^which 
traeps  were  r^ulsed.  In  the  mean  time,  Bagratkm  moved 
upon  Katani,  upon  the  Dnieper,  having  heard  of  Napoleon's 
movement  from  die  Dwhia ;  and  Barclay  de  Tolly  having 
aadioiisiBd  the  resumption  of  the  plan  of  operations  in  pur- 
suance of  which  the  Russian  army  had  broken  up  froin  Smo« 
lensk  on  the  ITth.  He  moved  thence  on  the;i6th/along  die 
right  of  the  Dnieper,  bade  upon  Smolensk,  and  immediately 
rtioiorced  the  garrison.  He  was  followed  that  night  by  Bai^ 
day  de  ToUy,  who  relieved  the  troops  under  the  command  of 
Bagration,  wbidi  were  in  the  town ;  and  the  whole  Ru»- 
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iAaa  4Hrmy  was  collected  at  Smotauk,  on  the  right  of  tb* 
DBtepnr* 

.  *^  Bagntiim  moved  duriii^  Uie  same  night  with  hia  army 
OB  the  road  to  Moscow.  Barday  remained  in  support  of  the 
droops  in  Smolensk. 

**  Napokon^  after  waiting  till  two  o'doek^  in  expectation 
4§iat  Barclay  would  cross  the  Dnieper,  and  move  put'  of  Smo« 
lenak^  to  fight  a  general  hattle,  attacked  the  town  on  the  17th 
with  hia  whole  army,  and  was  repulsed  with  loss ;  and  in  the 
evening,  the  Russian  tiroops  recovered  possession  of  all  the 
outposts.  Barclay,  however,  withdrew  the  garrison  in  the 
night  of  the  17  th,  and  destroyed  the  bridges  of  communica- 
tion between^  the  French  and  the  town.  The  enemy  crossed 
die  Dnieper  by  fords,  and  obtained  for  a  moment  possession 
of  the  fauxbourg  calkd  Peterabui^,  on  the  right  of  that  river, 
but  were  driven  back.  The  Rusfdan  army,  after  remaining 
all  dly  on  the  right  of  the  river  opposite  Smolensk,  retured  on 
the  night  of  the  18th  ;  and  the  French  that  night  repaired 
the  bridges  on  the  Dnieper. 

^'  Before  I  proceed  farther  with  the  narrative,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  consider  a  Mttle  this  movement  of  Napoleon,  which  is 
grntly  admired  by  all  the  writers  on  the  subject. 

'^  When  this  movement  was  undertaken,  Uie  communica- 
'tion  of  the  army  was  necessarily  removed  altogether  from  the 
Dwina.  Instead  of  proceeding  from  Wilna  upon  Witepak,  it 
proceeded  from  Wilna  upon  Minsk,  where  a  great  magazine 
was  formed,  and  tfa^u^  across  the  Beresina,  upon  Orcha  on 
the  Dnieper,  and  theaee  upcm  Smolensk.  The  consequoioeB 
of  this  alteration  will  appear  presently,  when  we  come  to  con- 
sider of  the  retreat. 

<'  It  is  obvious,  thi^  the  position  of  the  great  magaaine  at 
Minsk  threw  the  communications  of  the  army  necessarily 
upon  the  Beresina,  and  eventually  within  the  influence  of 
the  operations  of  the  Russian  armies  from  the  southward. 
Napoleon's  objects  by  the  movement  might  have  been  thre^: 
First,  to  force  the  Russians  to  a  general  battle ;  secondly,  to 
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dbcain  possession  of  Smolensk,  wi^iout  the  loss  or  the  delay 
of  a  81^6 ;  thirdly^  to  endeavour  again  to  obtain  a  positioft 
in  rear  of  the  Russian  srmy^  upon  their  oommunicBtions  with 
Mosco  w^  and  with  the  soudiem  provinces  of  the  Russian  em« 
pire.  This  movement  is  much  admired^  and  extolled  by  the 
Russian  as  well  as  die  Frendi  writers  upon  this  wsr ;  yet  if 
it  is  tried  by  the  only  tests  of  any  military  niovem«it-*-it8 
objects  compsred  with  its  risks  and  difficulties,  and  its  sue* 
oess  compared  with  the  same  risks  and  diffieulliesy  and  with 
the  probable  hazards  and  the  probsbly  sucoessfiil  result  of 
other  movements  to  attain  the  same  objectSy-*-4t  will  be  fimnd 
to  have  failed  completely. 

"  The  risk  has  been  stated  to  oonsbt^  firsts  in  the  mardi 
of  the  different  corps  from  thieir  cantonments,  on  the  Dwina, 
to  Rassassna,  on  the  Dnieper,  across  the  front  of  the  Russian 
srmy,  without  the  protection  of  a  bddy  of  troops  formed  for 
that  purpose ;  and,  next,  in  the  hazard  incurred  in  remising 
the  communication  of  the  army  from  Witepsk  to  Minsk. 
This  will  be  discussed  presently. 

'^  In  respect  of  the  first  object,-— that  oi  bringing  the  Rus- 
sian army  to  a  general  battle, — ^it  must  be  obvious  to  every* 
body,  that  the  fort  of  Smolensk  and  the  Dnieper  river  were 
between  Napoleon  and  the  Ruisian  army  when  his  movement 
was  completed.  Although,  therefore,  the  sxmies  were  no€ 
only  in  sight,  but  within  musket-shot  of  each  other,  it  was 
impossible  for  Napoleon  to  bring  the  enemy  to  an  action  on 
that  ground  without  his  consent ;  and  as  the  ground  would  not 
have  been  advantageous  to  the  Russiui  army,  and  an  un» 
successful,  or  even  a  doubtful  result,  could  not  have  saved 
Smolensk,  and  there  was  no  object  sufficiently  important  to 
induce  the  Russian  general  to  incur  the  risk  of  an  unsuccess- 
ful result  of  a  general  action,  it  was  not  very  probable  he 
would  move  into  the  trap  which  S^;ur  desfltfbes  as  laid  for 
him. 

•  "  Neither  was  it  likely  that  Napoleon  would  take  Smolendc 
by  any  assault  which  this  movement  might  enable  him  to 
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nuike  upon  tluit  plgQie..  He  had.  no  hea,Ty  axtUkry^  and  he 
tried  in  vain  to  take  the  plaoe  by  storm^  firsts  by  a  battalioo, 
then>  by  a  diTision*  and  lastly^  by  the  whole  army.  He  ob- 
tained possession  of  Smolensk  at  last^  only  because  the  Rus- 
sian general  had  made  no  previous  arrangements  for  occupy- 
ing the  place  ;  and  because  Barclay  knew  that^  if  he  left  a  gar- 
rison there  unprovided^  it  must  fall  into  Napoleon's  hands  a 
few  days  sooner  pi  later.  The  Russian  general  then  thought 
proper  to  evacuate  the  place ;  and  notwithstanding  the  position 
of  Napoleon  on  the  left  of  the  Dnieper^  and  his  attempts  to 
take  the  place  by  stormj  the  Russian  general  would  have 
kept  the  possession,  if  he  could  have  either  maintained  the 
position  of  his  own  army  in  the  neiglibourhood,  or  could 
have  supplied  the  place  adequately  before  he  retired  from  it. 

^^  The  possession  of  the  place  depended,  then,  on  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Russian  army ;  and  what  follows  will  show^  that 
other  measures  and  movements  than  those  adopted  were  bet- 
ter calculated  to  dislodge  the  Russian  army  from  Smolensk. 

'^  There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  upon  Napoleon's  arrival  at 
Smilensk,  he  had  gained  six  marches  upon  his  enemy.  If 
Napoleon,  when  he  crossed  the  Dnieper  at  Rassassna,  had 
masked  Smolensk,  and  marched  direct  upon  any  point  of 
the  Dni^r  above  thai  place,  he  could  have  posted  himself 
with  his  whole  army  upon  the  communications  of  his  enemy 
with  Moscow ;  and  his  enemy  could  scarcely  have  attempted 
to  pass  across  his  front,  to  seek  the  road  by  Kalouga.  Bar- 
clay must  have  gone  to  the  northward,  evacuating  or  leaving 
Smolensk  to  its  fate,  and  Napoleon  might  have  continued 
his  march  upon  Moscow,  keeping  his  position  constantly 
between  his  enemy  and  his  communications  with  that  city, 
and  with  the  southern  provinces.  The  fate  of  Smolensk  could 
not  have  been  doubtful. 

*'  Here,  then,  a  different  mode,  even  upon  the  same  plan 
of  manoeuvring,  would  have  produced  two  of  the  three  ob- 
jects which  Napoleon  is  supposed  to  have  had  in  view  by 
these  movements.  But  these  were  not  the  only  movemefits 
in  his  power  at  that  time.  The  Viceroy  is  stated  to  have 
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been  at  SouraJ  and  VdQ.  If,  instead  df  moving  by  his 
right.  Napoleon  had  moved  by  his  left,  and  broogbt  the 
first,  fifth,  and  eightli  corps  from  the  Dnieper  to  fomr  the 
reserve ;  and  had  marched  fh>m  Sooraj  upon  any  point  of 
the  Upper  Dnieper,  he  woold  eq^oally  have  pot  himadf  in 
the  rear  of  his  enemy,  and  in  a  position  to  act  npon  his  com- 
mnnications.  He  would  have  ejected  this  object  with  greater 
certainty,  if  he  had  ventured  to  move  the  first,  and  tbe^M 
and  eighth  corps  through  the  country  on  tiie  kft  ^^le  Dniex 
per.  And  in  this  last  movement  there  would  have  been  no  great 
risk,  first,  because  Napoleon's  manoeuvres  upon  the  Dwina 
would  have  attracted  all  the  enemy's  attention ;  secondly,  be« 
cause  these  corps  would  all  have  passed  ^ndensk,  before  the 
Russian  generals  could  have  known  of  their  movemoit,  in 
like  manner  as  Napoleon  passed  the  Dnieper  and  arrived  at 
Smolensk  without  their  knowledge.  By  either  of  these  modes 
of  proceeding.  Napoleon  would  have  cut  oflP  his  enemy  from 
their  communications,  would  have  obliged  them  to  fight  a 
battle  to  regain  these  communications,  and  in  ail  probability 
Smolensk  would  have  fdUen  into  his  hands  without  loss,  l¥kh 
its  buildings  entire — ^an  object  of  the  last  consequence  in  the 
event  of  the  campaign. 

**  Either  of  these  last  modes,  of  efiS^ing  the  object  would 
have  been  shOTter  by  two  marches  than  the  msffementof  (be 
whole  army  upon  Rassassna." 
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No.  VIIL 

REMARKS  ON  THE  CAMPAIG^N  OP  I8l5. 

Volume  rilL  p.  445. 

BT  CAPT.  JOHN  W.  PEINOLB^  OF  THE  ROTAL  EKOINEEftS. 

The  ibUowiiig  observations  were  beslily  made,  at  a  time 
when  much  public  interest  was  excited  by  tbe  various  ac« 
coonts  of  the  Campaign  of  1815,  edited  \pf  several .  indi- 
vidoalsy  all  daiming  the  peoijiar  distinction  of*  having  beeff 
dictatedby  Napoleon,  or  written  under  his  immediate  direo« 
tiaa.  With  some  slight  exceptions,  and  occasional  anecdotes^ 
they  nauriy  correspond,  as  far  as  rdatea  to  the  military  de- 
tails.^  The  9th  vdame  of  the  Mtemoirs  of  Napoleon,  pub- 
lished by  0*Meara,  is  perhaps  the  original  from  which  the 
greatest  part  of  the  other  productions  are  derived.  It  is  now 
genially .  acknowledged  to  have  been,  to  a  certain  extent, 
composed  by  Buonaparte. 

These  works  have  had  one  particular  object,— the  defence 
of  an  unfortiuMtte  and  a  great  Man.  The  individual,  how* 
ever,  is  always  held  up  to  view ;  the  actiona  are  softened  or 


>  Liv.  ix.  Memoires  ffistoriques  de  Napoleon.  Londdn,  Sir  R.  Philips,  18SQ. 
— Montboloif,  Hemoiics  de  Napoleoin.  Cdbonif  Lonklon,  1823.^La8  Caiet; 
London,  2  vol8.--Oouigaud«  War  of  1815.  London,-  1834.— Many  pawagGsIn 
these  works  will  be  found  quite  parallel ;  for  instance,  Montholon,  vol.  ii.  p. 
S7>— 289,  with  Liv.  ix.  p.  43.  Grouchy,  page  4,  designates  these  works  from 
St  Hdena,  as  containing,  "  des  instruetions  et  des  ordres  suppose ;  des  mouTe- 
mcnts  Inuiginaires,"  fcc;  also,  **  des  assertions  enonn^es,  des  hypotheses  faites 
i^rte  coup ;"  see  also  p.  26.  P.  22,  He  says,  with  justice,  of  thcbe  authors ; 
'*  Des  in^vldus  qui  se  penuadent  <{ue  i'anrtole  de  gloire  d'un  grand  homme,  en 
les  ^elainmt  un  moment,  les  a  trAnsform^en  d'irxecusables  autorit^,  et  ne  voyant 
pae  qu'un  edat  d'empnint  qui  ne  se  refleehit  sur  aucun  fait  d'arroes  connus, 
sur  aucuns  servtees  cminens,  ne  sert  qu'a  mieux  fkire  ressortir  la  presomptuevse 
iBiperitl4  dee  Jugmeuts  qu*ils  piononccnt^" 
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strogtheMd  to  nut  this  porpote,  and  in  Ai»  «itettiio^ 
design,  the  reputation  of  his  own  officers^  and  a  strict  adhe- 
rence to  facts,  are  occasionally  sacnfioed.  Ibe  military  fea- 
tures of  the  campaign  have  remained  unanswered;  whilst 
the  wounded  honour  and  £ime  of  his  geoi^rala  have  caUad  for 
some  counter-statements,  which  throw  curious  light  on  the 
whole  campaign,  and  on  the  machinery  of  a  system  which  so 
«o  long  alarmed  the  world.  Theie  last  are  httle  known  in 
Britain. 

Whoeyer  has  perused  the  mass  of  military  works  by  French 
officers,  most  of  them  ably  written,  and  many  actftiUy.oiim« 
posed,  must  fedi  how  much  they  tend  to  encoiuage  Alioonlisr 
feeling  of  national  superiority  in  young  minds,  in  a  conntry 
where  only  their  own  military  works  are  resd.  In  these 
woffks  they  nerer  find  a  French  army  beaten  in  the  fidd, 
without  some  pUusihle  reason ;  or,  as  Las  Cases  terms  U,^ 
"  a  concurrence  oi  unheard«of  fatsUties*"  to  account  for  itt 
Upon  the  minds  of  young  soldierp,  this  has  an  effect  of  the 
most  powerful  description. 

Great  care  i^pears  to  have  been  taken  in  these  .various 
works,  to  meet  the  accusations  of  military  men  sespectiBg  the 
disposition  and  employment  of  the  French  army.  Where  a 
fault  is  admitted,  the  error  is  at  least  transferred  fiiom  Buo- 
naparte to  the  incapacity  or  remissness  of  hia^ensfals. .  The 
talents  and  honour  of  the  British  commanders  sreratedat.a 
low  state ;  their  success  attributed  more  to  chance  than  to 
military  skill,  snd  the  important  result  of  the  battle,  less  to 
the  coursge  of  th^  British  troops,  .than  to  the  opportune  arri- 
val of  the  Prussians,  who  they  allege  to  have  saved  the  Bri- 
tish army  from  destruction.  What  are  now  termed  liberal 
ideas,  seem  to  have  made  it  a  fashion  to  assert^  and  give  cre- 
dence to  these  accounts  ;  and  it  is  no  unccmimou  occurrence 
to  meet  with  Englishmen  who  doubt  the  glory  and  success  of 
their  countrymen  on  that  eventful  day.  A  wounded  spirit  of 


1  Vol  ii.  p.  15. 
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ftctiio  ktf  fffttribnted  to  Ihli  ftelii^  and  In  the  lnd«%eim 
of  il«  owD  gratification^  and  under  the  mask  of  patrioiisBiy  en- 
deavoured to  tliiow  a  doubt  over  the  military  aehievemeutsof 
our  oouatrymen^  eagerly  laid  hold  of  any  faults  or  failuree, 
palliating,  at  the  same  time,  those  of  their  enemies^  and  oS^ 
ten  giving  that  irapticit  belief  to  the  garbled  accounts  of 
the  Fsmch^  which  they  deny  to  the  simpk  and  manly  dis* 
patch  of  a  British  general. 

There  does  appear  in  this  a  decay  of  that  national  feeling, 
and  jeakusy  of  our  country's  honour,  the  main  spring  of  aU. 
great  actions,  which  other  nations,  our  rivals^  cling  to  with 
renewed  ardour.  No  man  could  persuade  a  Frenchman  that 
it  was  British  valour  which  has  conquered  in  almost  every 
battle,  from  Cressy  down  to  Waterloo ;  and  it  is  impossible 
to  forget  that  national  pride,  so  honourable  to  the  French 
nam^  which  could  make  their  unfwtunate  emigrants  even 
foiget  fiv  a  while  Iheir  own  distresses,  in  the  glory  which 
crowned  the  arms  of  the  Republicans  at  that  Revolution, 
which  drove  them  from  their  homes. 

The  British  works  on  the  campaign,  with  one  exception,^ 
ne  incomplete  productions,  written  by  persons  unacquainted 
with  military  afiairs,  and  hastily  composed  of  rude  materials, 
collected  from  imperfect  sources.' 

Whoever  has  endeavoured  to  analyse  the  accounts  of  mo* 
dem  actions,  and  to  separate  in  them  what  can  be  proved  to 
be  fhcts,  from  what  is  affirmed  to  be  so,  or  to  compare  the 
private  accounts  (too  often  indiscreetly  published,)  with  the 
official  documents,  and  the  information  procured  from  proper 
sources,  will  not  be  surimsed  to  find  in  these  home-made 


t  natty. 

s  The  best  acooiiDt  of  the  wwiieigB  ie  by  aa  wonymous  author,  C.  da  W., 
publuhed  atStutganl  1817.  and  ia  attributed  to  Baron  Muffling.  It  doea  honour 
in  ill  ittnatikMW  anUiQr«  ttam  ito  caadouf  and  manlinats,  though  be  naturaUy 
utahaatogkve  moncAet  tothe  Pnudan  attack  on  the  18th.  than  «raa  actuaUy 
the  eawt  that  is,  he  biiaai  ttMm  into  aetiiM,  with  their  whole,  farce,  coondecf- 
bly  too  early  In  the  day.  •     » 
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•eooanta  of  this  eanipaigtiy  ftil«ome  praieea  htni&ed  on  Mi* 
Tiduals  and  regiments  ;^  tales  of  charges,  which  one  would 
Imagine  must  have  annihilated  whole  corps,  and  yet  find  not 
more  than  fifty  or  sixty  men  killed  and  wounded  in  a  whole* 
nigiment*' 

Our  officers,  whatever  their  corps  may  be,  should  be  abo?e 
the  idea  of  vain  boasting  or  exaggeration.  It  is  much  that  we 
can  claim,  during  a  long  period  of  eight  years,  the  praise  of 
having  successfully  contended  with  troops  of  the  first  mili- 
tary power  in  Europe ;  while  our  soldiers  have  dilated  the 
palm  of  valour ;  and  our  officers,  with  less  trumpeted  claims  * 
than  their  boasted  Marshals,  have  shown  as  great  military: 
skill ;  and  our  armies,  in  the  moment  of  victory,  a  spirit  of 
humanity  and  moderation,  not  frequently  evinced  by  their 
antagonists. 

In  the  following  observations,  it  is  not  pretended  that  taj 
new  matter  can  be  given  on  a  subject  already  so  much  discuss- 
ed ;  still  some  facts  and  considerations  are  treated  of,  which' 
have  not  been  perhaps  fully  or  fairly  appreciated.  Many 
charges  of  blame  have  been  brought  forward  against  the  ge- 
nerals of  the  allied  forces ;  and  superior  talent  in  profiting  by  • 
their  mistakes,  has  been  attributed  to  their  opponents,  whi<^ 
might  well  be  accounted  for,  as  arising  from  the  situations  in 
which  they  were  relatively  placed.  In  order  to  judge,  for  in- 
stance, of  the  credit  given  to  Napoleon,  of  havlngsurprised  their 
armies  in  their  cantonments,  it  is  necessary  to  be  aware  of  the 
state  of  both  countries,  (France  and  fielgium,)  and  the  ob- 
jects, besides  the  mere  watching  of  the  frontiers,  to  which  the 
attention  of  the  allied  commanders  was  necessarily  directed 


1  It  i>  well  remarked,  in  Uy.  Iz.  p.  150,—*'  Ces  details  en  appartient  pluf'  k 
l*hi»toire  de  cliaque  regiment  qu' It  niiatoiTe  gte^nde  de  la  bataille.** 

>  Rogniatf  p.  Ii7f  speaking  of  charges,  says,—**  SMls  macekent,  k  la  liaio- 
nette,  ee  n'est  qu*un  simulacre  d'attaquei  ils  ne  bi  cioiaent  Jamais  vwee  eelle 
d'un  ennemi  qu'ils  eraignent  d'aborder,  pareeqn'ilsse  soitent  sans  defence  eeotx^ 
sts  coups,  et  Pun  de  deuae  partis  prend  la  Aiite  arant  d*en  vcnir  anx  aoains."— • 
Such  is  the  ease  in  all  charges.  ...  .  i 
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prevfoiut  to  the  commencement  ot  the  war^  and  whilst  it  may 
be  supposed  as  still  in  some  measure  doubtful.  r 

France^  as  is  well  known^  is^  on  the  Belgian  frontier,  stad« 
ded  with  fortresses.  Belgium^  on  the  contrary^  is  now'de^ 
fenceless.  The  numerous  fortresses  in  the  Low  Countries; 
so  celebrated  in  our  former  wars^  had  been  dismantled  in  the 
reign  of  the  Emperor  Joseph ;  and  their  destruction  comple- 
ted by  the  French  when  they  got  possession  of  the  country  at 
the  battle  of  Fleurus^  1794^  with  the  exception  of  Antwerp^ 
Ostend,  and  Nieuport^  which  they  had  kept  up  on  account 
of  their  marine  importance.  These  circumstances  placed  th« 
two  parties  in  very  different  situations  boA  for  security,  and 
for  facility  of  preparing  and  carrying  into  execution  the  mea* 
sures  either  for  attack  or  defence. 

The  French  had  maintained  their  own  celebrated  tripk 
line  of  fortresses ;  extending,  on  that  part  of  the  frontier^ 
from  Dunkirk  to  Philipville,  and  which  had  been  put  into  a 
state  of  defence  during  the  war  in  the  preceding  year  ^-—these 
^ave  every  facility  for  the  concentration  and  formation  of 
troops — ^for  affording  a  supply  of  artillery,  and  every  requisite 
for  taking  the  field,  and  for  concealing  their  movements — ^par- 
ticularly from  the  French  organization  of  their  national 
guards,  which  enabled  the  latter  immediately  to  take  Ae  gar- 
rison duties,  or  relieve  and  occupy  the  outposts  along  the  fron- 
tiers— such  was  the  relative  situation  of  the  frontiers  at  the 
period  of  Napoleon's  return  from  Elba. 

The  necessity  of  re-establishing  the  principal  fortresses  on 
the  Belgian  frontier,  which  commanded  the  sluices  and  in- 
-undation  of  the  country,  had  indeed  already  been  evident ; 
-and  decided  upon  whilst  Napoleon  was  yet  in  Elba.  A  com- 
mittee of  British  engineers  had  been  employed  in  examining 
the  country  for  that  purpose,  but  only  the  general  plans  and 
reports  had  been  prepared,  when  Buonaparte's  sudden  return 
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•nd  nqnd  advance  upon  Furls,  and  tbeproMnfity  of  a  spMd^F 
renewal  of  the  war^  called  for  expeditious  and  immediate  means 
of  defence.  The  declaration  of  the  Congress  of  Vien  na^  of  the 
ISth  March,  reached  Paris  on  the  same  day  he  aniyed  there, 
which  urast  have  convinced  him  he  would  not  he  allowed 
quietly  to  repossess  his  throne. 

It  may  be  well  supposed,  that  the  general  knpveaaion  in 
Belgium  was,  that  he  would  lose  no  time  to  endeavour  to  re« 
gain  a  country  which  he  considered  as  alBMst  part  of  France; 
important  to  him  from  the  resources  it  would  have  afibrded^ 
and  perhaps  still  more  so,  as  it  would  deprive  his  enemies  «f 
so  convenient  a  bAe  of  operations,  for  the  preparation  oi  the 
means  for  attacking  France.  The  discontent  in  Belgium,  and 
the  Prussian  provinces  on  the  Rhine,  also  amongst  the  Saxon 
troOps  who  had  served  in  his  army,  were  known.^  The  mu« 
tittOtts  spirit  of  these  troopa  appeared  to  be  in  ooneert  wiA 
the  movements  of  the  French  forces  on  the  frontiers ;  so  mudi 
so,  that  they  were  disarmed  and  sent  to  the  rear*'  Is  the 
€»rmer,  the  discontent  was  particularly  favoured  by  the  num« 
her  of  French  officers  and  soldiers,  who  had  been  dischaiged 
as  aliens  from  the  French  army,  in  which  they  had  served 
ttcarly  since  the  Revolution,  and  now  gave  themselves  little 
care  to  conceal  their  real  sentiments  and  attachments.  The 
ii^t  of  Louis  from  Lisle,  throi^h  Flanders,  added  to  this 
feeling  in  Belgium — such  appeared  to  be  Ihe  prevailing  sj^ 
rit  The  force  the  British  had  to  keep  it  in  cheek,  and  resist  an 
invasion,  amounted  only  to  6  or  7000  men,  under  the  orders  of 
Sir  Thomas  Graham,  consisting  chiefly  of  second  battddons, 
hastily  collected,  a  great  portion  of  our  best  troops  not  hs^ 
ving  yet  return^  from  America.  There  were  also  in  Bel« 
gium  the  German  Legion,  together  with  8  to  10,000  men  of 
the  nei^  Hanoverian  levies.  The  oi^^anization  of  the  Bd^pna 
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tnops  iMidbeen  jml  oommeBCedy  so  that  tbe  ibroe  of  the 
Prince  0iOtm^  might  amoniit  to  about  SO^ooo  mcQ. 

The  FroMicn  Genenl  Ekiai,  who  commanded  on  the 
RhuM  and  Jlfciue,  had  30^000  men,  afterwards  augmented 
to  60,000^  wlncfa,  howerer,  induded  the  Saxons,  i 

These  generals  had  hnmediately  agreed  to  act  in  omcert ; 
hot  from  what  we  have  mentioned,  had  Napoleon  concentra- 
ted 36,000  men  at  Lisle  on  the  Ist  April,  which  he  says  was 
possible  for  him  to  hare  done,'  and  ad?anced  into  Belgium,  it 
is  eartidnly  probable  he  might  have  obtained  the  most  im« 
portant  nsralts ;  for  the  Prince  of  Orange,  who  had  united: 
Ualkoops  at  Ath,  Mobs,  and  Toumay,  was  not  strong  enough : 
ttf'lUtTe  ooTered  Brussels,  and  must  have  either  fallen  back  on 
Antwerp,  or  formed  a  junction  with  the  Prussian  General 
Kleist.  The  inteUigenoe  of  Napoleon  having  landed  at  Cani- 
nes on  the  1st  March,  reached  Brussels  on  the  9th.  Prepa* 
ntiom  were  immediatdy  made  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 
Hie  Bridsh  troops  under  General  Clinton  concentrated,  wiUi 
tiieir  allies,  near  Ath,  Mons,  and  Toumay ;  and  these  places, 
with  Ypves,  Ghent,  and  Oudenarde,  were  ordered  to  beput  in  a 
state  of  defemoe  consisteBtly  with  the  exigence  of  the  moment 
To  efeet  this,  every  use  was  made  of  what  remained  of  the 
eld  fortifications.  New  worjcs  were  added,  and  by  taking  ad« 
vantage  of  tbogreat  system  of  defence  in  that  country,  wbidt 
ja  generally  imder  the  level  of  some  canal,  or  the  sea,  and  con* 
aequently  capable  of  being  inundated.  The  sluices  which 
commanded  the  inundatixms  weve  covered  by  strong  redoubts. 

The  inundatloQ  of  the  eountiy  near  the  sea,  admits  of  be* 
ing  made  In  two  ways.  The  canals  or  rivers  are  draina  for 
tfiefreshwaterof  thecoontry  to  the  sea.  The  sluicegates 
are  i^pened  for  its  egress  at  low  water,  and  shut  to  prevent  tbe 
ingress  of  the  salt  water  at  the  return  of  the  tide.  It  is  evi* 
dent,  therefore,  that  we  could  have  laid  the  country  under 
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Water^  and  to  coveted  their  fortressei  on  tliro  or  Uiie^  ndcv/ 
which  would  prevent  the  necessity  of  their  havii^  krge  gar« 
risons  to  defend  them.^  But  salt-water  inundation  mins  the 
■oil  for  several  years^  and  it  was  determined  only  to  empltfjT 
it  as  a  last  resource ;  and  in  the  meantime  the  sluice-gatea 
were  merely  kept  shut  to  prevent  the  egress  of  the  f^redi«'WB>* 
ter,  which  in  that  wet  season  soon  accumulated ;  and  the  fie^« 
water  inundation  only  destroyed  the  crops  of  one  season.  ' 
'  Ahout  20,000  labourers^  called  in  hy  requisitions  on  tho 
country^  were  daily  employed  on  the  works,  in  addition  to 
the  working  parties  furnished  by  the  troops.  The  necessary 
artillery  and  stores  were  supplied  from  England  and  Holland. 
Troops  arrived  daily,  and  were  immediately  moved  to^Hle 
frontiers,  where  from  the  movements  that  were  constantly 
taking  place,  it  is  probable  that  exaggerated  accchdnts  were 
transmitted  to  the  enemy.  By  these  vigorous  and'pron^ 
measures,  confidence  became  restored — the  panic  amongst  the 
people  of  Belgium  was  removed — ^they  saw  that  thdr  country 
was  not  to  be  given  up  without  a  severe  struggle — it  fixed  the 
wavering,  and  silenced  the  disafl^ted.  In  less  than  a  mMith, 
most  of  the  frontier  places  were  safe  from  a  coup-de-main. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  had  arrived  at  Brussels  firom  Vim;- 
,  na,  early  in  April,  and  immediately  inspected  the  frontier  as4 
the  fortresses ;  after  which,  he  agreed  on  a  pkMof  operationa 
with  the  Prussians,  by  which  they  concentrated  their  troops 
along  the  Sambre  and  Meuse,  occupying  Charleroi,  NanHUv 
and  Liege,  so  as  to  be  in  communication  with  his  left.  The 
Prussians  had  repaired  the  works  round  Cologne,  whichasmred 
theis  communications  with  Prussia,  and  gave  them  atete-de- 
pont  on  the  Rhine.  The  small  fortress  of  JuHersaffi>rded  them 
the  command  of  the  Roer  on  the  same  line,  and  they  held  Mae* 
stricht  on  the  Lower  Meuse.  It  was  important  to  occupy  Liege 


I  The  ttlt-wator  inundatkm  eould  be  leiied  at  Ghent,  w  u  to  place  the  Oieet 
Square  Ave  feet  uBclcr  witer. 
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•IMlJKamiir^  ihwif^  their  fortificationt  had  been  destroyed. 

.  They,  afforded  a  facility  to  act  rapidly  on  either  side  of  the 

Meu8e»  and  a  choice  of  the  strong  positions  along  the  banks  d 

that  river.     The  disaflfection  in  the  provinces  on  the  Rhine, 

which  had  been  recently  added  to  Prussia,  was  considered  even 

.greater  than  in  Belgium.    The  fortress  of  Luxembourg  was 

'  the  fff^t  key  which  Prussia  possessed  for  their  preservation ; 

and  her  interest  would  have  led  her  to  make  that  her  depot 

and  base  of  operations,  for  the  invasion  of  France ;  but  besides 

being  so  £ir  distant  from  Brussels,  that  armies  occupying  such 

distant  points  ooHjd  not  act  in  concert,  the  roads  in  that 

part  of  the  couatrgr^  between  the  Meuse  and  the  Moselle,  were 

>  in  a  state  almost  impracticable  for  artillery,  and  for  the  gene- 

nd  communication  of  an  army.  On  the  other  hand,  the  roads 

and  communications  to  crpss  the  Rhipc  at  Cologne  are  good, 

.  jthetown  itself  could  be  put  in  a  state  of  defence,  and  have 

.  become  the  best  and.safest  Jine  of  communication.  Reference 

to  the  map  will  elucidate  these  observations,  and  show  that 

ithe  cantonments  of  the.  Prussians,  along  the  Sambre  and 

>Mrase,. enabled,  them  to  act.  in  concert  with  our  army;  to 

cover  their  line  of  communication  with  Prussia;  and  to 

vmove  rapidly  into  the  provinces  of  the  Moselle,  in  the  event 

•  i»f  the  enemy  advancing  from  Metz.^ 

'    The  Russians  were  to  have  come  into  the  line  at  Mayence, 

but  they  did  not  reach  the  Rhine  until  June,  and  then  only 

the  first  corpa;  so  that,  for  the  present,  a  gap  existed  from 

the  Prussian  left  at  Dinant,  to  the  Austro-Bavarian  right  at 

Manheim. 

It  was  an  important  object  to  cover  Brussels  ;  and  it  is  to 

!,  be  considered,  that  this  city  forms,  as  it  were,  a  centre  to  a 

large  portion  of  the  French  frontier,  extending  about  seventy 


1  Such,  however,  oould  only  be  a  desultcNT  attack,  for  the  Chaun^  by  Char- 
leroi  and  Oiret  wai  the  nearest  entry  tnm  France  on  this  aide.    The  ooantry 
.  tPom,  thia  to  Mayenee  wai  then  nearly  impracticable  for  Urge  armiet.    Good 
.  rqadi  have  since  been  made  through  it. 
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miks  from  tbe  Lys  t»dieMciMe»  vis.  from  MwiittioPirii% 
fille  or  Givet ;  tiiftt  it  is  about  fifty  milei  dktMii  iami  these 
^fxtreme  points ;  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  guard  the  eolry 
j&om  France  by  Toumay,  Moos,  and  Charleroi ;  and  also  Ao 
prevent  Ghent,  a  very  important  i4aoe>  6nm  being  altidkad 
from  lide.  The  protection  of  all  these  distant  p^te,  with 
the  difficulty  of  subsifitiag  troops,  particolaily  cavalqijand  ai- 
tillery,  are  sufficient  causes  to  explain  why  the  amnca  wiw 
not  more  united  in  thdr  cantonments.^  Bnomq^arte  iqppeais 
to  have  attached  mudi  importance  to  the  ooeiipaliQii.  of 
Brussels,  as  appears  by  tlie  bullettna,  imnd  ready  frinted 
in  his  baggage,  which  was  captared.  Jt  was  therefino  of 
much  importance  in  «very  point  of  view,  to  pcevent  eron  a 
temporary  occupation  of  this  city,  and  this  could  only  be  done 
by  risking  an  action  in  fnmt  of  it.  TkeDukeof  Wdlinglou 
and  Marshal  Bhicher  had  also  separate  views  in  pccaerving 
their  lines  of  opeiation,— the  one  by  Cologne,  with  Praasia; 
the  other  with  England,  by  BnoNela,  whidi  neither  wcis 
disposed  willini^y  to  abmdon.  This  probslily  nn^^hiise  hcsn 
the  cause  why  Quatie  Biat  and  Ligny  Were  ehoRQ  aa  potfr- 
tlotts  covering  bollk 

1 1  is  evident,  that  an  amy  pkMsed  In  cndawaeBt^  10  na  |0 
meet  all  these  objects,  could  oriiy  be  ooiioeBtBslei  m  a.pQ»- 
'  lion  covering  the  city,  by  the  troops  in  advance  being  ahle  to 
keep  the  raemy  in  check,  m  as  to  afford  tine  ibr  that  eon* 
centration,  which  was  certainly  aeeomplished.  iThc  ] 


1  Buoiiaiiafte  Uamet  ttie  allied  genemlg  for  not  having  tonasd  a  cimp  in 
front  of  Brussels,  as  he  alleges  might  have  been  done  in  the  beginning  of  May. 
The  wet  season,  and  difficulty  of  subsisCittg  so  large  a  body  of  troopB,  is  some 
TcasQA  against  it  Besides  i«hich»Bu<»iq»arte  might  have  jnadedemoMtaliait 
in  front,  and  sent  20,000  men  from  his  garrisons  to  ravage  Ghent  and  the 
eootttry  beyond  the  Sdieldt>  and  cut  off<Nur  oommunieations  with  Ostend.  In 
1814,  when  the  Prussians  were  concentrated  near  Brasseb,  this  had.heen  done 
with  effect  fh>m  Lisle.  Though  little  advantage  might  have  resulted  to  fbe  ene- 
my from  such  a  measure,  much  Uamc  would  have  been  attached  for  not  lakiBg 
precautions  against  it.  To  cover  Brussels,  the  oapital  of  the  country,  was  cor- 
tainly  of  great  importance;  and  had  that  been  the  only  direct,  acMBp  ia  iU 
front  would  have  certainly  been  the  best  means  of  efliectiug  it. 
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Mi  tliedlAfettt  TMds  of  vpgnmk  from  ^  FreMch  ihmtiet 
Ind  been  aMmCivdf  veconnoitied ;  that  of  Mont  St  Jean^  of 
Woterloo^  verf  pnrdoidarly ;  and  no  precaution  appears  to 
iMve  boot  omitted^  by  wfaidi  an  offensive  moyement  of  the 
enemy  was  to  be  enconntered. 

Some  movements  were  obsenred  on  the  French  frontier, 
befimeu  JJsk  and  ]lergiier>  as  if  preparing  for  ofiensive  ope» 
mAotm,  aboat  the  end  of  Mareh>  at  which  period  the  troops, 
eantoned  near  Menin,  had  orders,  after  making  due  resist- 
anoe,  and  destroying  the  biidge  on  the  Leys,  to  fall  back  on 
Cemftrai,  their  point  of  assembling ;  and  then,  after  such  a  re* 
sistanoe  aa  would  not  compromise  their  safety  in  retreat,  to 
cMkesronr  to  ascertain  the  object  of  the  enemy's  movements, 
and  give  time  for  the  troops  to  assemble.  Iliey  were  to  retire 
on  Ondenarde  and  Ohent,  opening  the  sluices,  and  e)Ltending 
yie  inundation.  About  the  beginniag  of  May  similar  move* 
nents^eie  also  observed,  but  less  was  then  to  be  apprehend-* 
«d,  sbioe,  by  tlie  advanced  state  of  the  works  at  Toumay,  the 
l£te<4e^pont  at  Oudenarde  and  Ghent,  we  then  commanded 
thdSckddty'and  could  have  assumed  the  offensive. 

Great  credit  is  undoubtedly  due  to  Napoleon,  for  the  mode 
in  wUeh  be^onoealed  his  movements^  and  the  rapidity  with 
windi  he  eonoentrated  hia  army.  Hie  forced  marches  he  was 
•bygod  tomake,  appear, however,  to  have  paralysed  his  sub- 
aaquent  movements,  fkom  the  fatigue  his  troops  underwent, 
q^ie  numerous  Frendi  fertanesBes  fovoured  his  jdans  in  a  very 
great  degree,  by  affixding  him  the  means  of  em^Joying  Uie  gar* 
rtson  and  national  guards  to  occupy  the  advanced  posts  along 
Aie  &ontier,i  and  opportunity  afterwards  to  make  demonslra* 
tions  aeroBB  the  frontiers  new  Lisle,  whilst  he  assembled  hn 
armyon^eSamlNfe.  They  w««idso  somewhat  favoured  by 
dieeurcnmstance,  that  hostilities  were  not  actually  commenced, 
which  prevented  our  advanced  posts  (even  if  they  suspected 


1  LiT.  ix.  pp.  68-<8&    Mootbelom  toL  ii.  p.  13S» 
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»  cliai^  in  the  tcoopt  opposed  to  tliem,)  from  dbliipa]^  tlM 

enemy  to  show  himself,  or,  hy  bringing  on  a  skinnUh,  to  ob« 
taio  from  prisoners  intelligence  of  their  movements.  He  had 
another  advantage  of  powerful  consequence.  The  army  he 
commanded  were  mostly  old  soldiers  of  the  same  nation,  un- 
der a  single  chief.  The  allied  armies  were  composed  of  dif- 
ferent nations^  a  great  portion  young  levies,  and  under  two 
generals,  each  of  such  reputation,  as  not  likely  to  yield  great 
deference  to  the  other.  ^ 

On  the  night  of  the  14th  June,  the  French  army  bivouack- 
ed in  three  divisions,  as  near  the  frontier  as  possible,  without 
beiDg  observed  by  the  Prussians ;  the  left  at  Ham-snr-heare, 
the  centre  at  Beaumont,  where  the  head-quarters  were  esta- 
btished,  and  the  right  at  Phillipvillc^ 
•  At  three  o'clock,  a.m.  on  the  15th  June,  the  Frendi  army 
crossed  the  frontier  in  three  columns,  directed  on  Marchi- 
ebnes,  Charleroi,  and  Chatelet.  The  Prussian  out-poeU  were 
quickly  driven  in ;  they,  however,  maintained  their  ground 
obstinately  at  three  points,  until  eleven  o'clock,  when  Gene* 
ral  Ziethen  took  up  a  position  at  Gilly  and  Gosselies,  in  order 
to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  then  retired  slowly 
on  Fleurus,  agreeably  to  the  orders  of  Marshal  Blucher,  to 
allow  time  for  the  concentration  of  his  army  .3  The  bridge  at 
Charleroi  not  having  been  completely  destroyed,  was  quickly 
repaired  by  the  enemy.  Upon  Ziethen's  abandomng  the 
Chauss^,  which  leads  to  Brussels  through  Quatre  Bras,  Mar- 
shal Ney,  who  commanded  the  left  of  the  Freqch  army,  was 
ordered  to  advance  by  this  road  upon  Gosselies,  and  found  at 
Frasnes  part  of  the.  Duke  of  Wellington's  army,  composed  of 
Nassau  troops,  under  the  command  of  Prince  Bernard  of  Saxe 


1  BttontiMDrte  himielf  hat  fomuked,— "  L'aiiit6  de  oommandament  eit  b 

tose  la  plus  importante  dam  la  guerre." 

•  Buonaparte,  liv.  ix.  p.  69*  rates  hU  force  at  122,400  men,  and  350  guns.- 
MiiflUng«  p.  17,  at  151^000.  Other  accounts  make  it  smaller,  and  Battj  137,400, 
wtthasoguns. 

>  Grouchy,  59,  speaks  of  the  rapidity  with  which  Blucher  awemUcd  his  attny 
It  is  also  adyerted  to  by  serend  Fnneh  military  wiitm. 
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Weiiiiar^  who^  after  some  skirmishings  maintained  his  posi- 
tion.^ The  French  army  was  formed  on  the  night  of  the 
15th,  in  three  columns^  the  left  at  Gosselies,  the  centre  near 
Gilly^'and  the  right  at  Chatelet.  Two  corps  of  the  Prussian 
army  occupied  the  position  at  Somhref  on  the  same  night, 
where  they  were  joined  hy  the  1st  corps,  and  occupied  St 
Amand,  Bry,  and  Ligny ;  so  that,  notwithstanding  all  the 
exertions  of  the  French,  at  a  moment  where  time  was  of  such 
importance,  they  had  only  heen  able  to  advance  about  fifteen 
English  miles  during  the  day,  with  nearly  fifteen  hours  of 
day-light^  The  corps  of  Ziethen  had  suffered  considerably, 
but  he  had  effected  his  orders ;  so  that  Marshal  Blucher  was 
enabled  to  assemble  three  corps  of  his  army,  80,000  men,  in 
position  early  on  the  15th,  and  his  4th  corps  was  on  its  march 
to  join  him  that  evening. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  seems  to  have  expected  an  attack 
by  the  Mons  Chauss^e,'  and  on  his  first  receiving  information 
of  the  enemy's  movements,  merely  ordered  his  troops  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness ;  this  was  on  the  evening  of  the  15th 
of  June,  at  six  o'clock.  Having  obtained  farther  intelligence 
about  eleven  o'clock,  which  confirmed  the  real  attack  of  the 
enemy  to  be  along  the  Sambre,  orders  were  immediately  given 
for  the  troops  to  march  upon  Quatre  Bras ;  a  false  movement 


1  Ney  might  ptolwbly  bare  driven  back  thew  troops,  and  occupied  the  impot^ 
Unt  position  at  Quatre  Bras;  but  hearing  a  heavy  cannonade  on  his  right  fian]c« 
where  Ziethen  had  taken  up  his  position,  he  thought  it  necessary  to  halt,  and  die- 
tach  a  division  in  the  direction  of  Fleurus.  This  brings  forward  a  remarkaU* 
case,  as  he  was  severely  censured  by  Napoleon,  for  not  having  literally  followed 
his  orders,  and  pushed  on  to  Quatre  Bras.  This  was  done  in  the  presence  of 
Marshal  Grouchy,— (see  Grouchy's  Observations  sur  la  Relation  de  hi  Campagne 
de  1815,  par  General  Gourgaud,  published  at  Philadelphia  1818,)  who  gives  it  as 
a  reason  (pp.  32,  35,  61,)  for  acting  in  the  mannea  he  did  on  the  18tb,  and  not 
moving  to  his  left  to  support  Napoleon  at  Waterk>o. 

«  Rogniat,  p.  841,  says  that  a  great  portloa  of  the  Fiench  army  only  readied 
Charlerol  late  on  the  15th,  and  Fleurus  st  11  a.m.  on  the  16th.— See  Gnweiiy. 
p.  36. 

»  Official  Dt^patefa—MttilliDg,  p.  10, 8  —Do.  18. 
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of  the  EDgliih  General  tohiis  right  at  that  period^  could  not  hiiT^ 
been  easily  remedied  in  time  to  hare  fought  in  front  of  Bru8« 
aela^  and  to  have  eflfect^  his  junction  with  the  Russians ; 
and  in  such  a  case,  as  Marshd  Blucher  only  fou^t  aVC%ny, 
on  the  expectation  of  heing  supported  by  the  Dake  of  Wel- 
lington^ it  is  probable  that  that  action  would  not  have  taken 
place.  He  had^  however^  a  safe  retreat  on  Bulow's  corps  and 
Maestricbt^  as  had  the  Duke  of  Wellington  on  Ghent  and 
Antwerp^  or  eke  the  plan  afterwards  adopted  of  eonoentra^ 
ting  at  Waterloo  and  Wavres^  could  not  have  been  easily  ex- 
ecuted. It  is,  indeed,  a  matter  of  surprise,  that  Buona- 
parte did  not  make  a  more  important  demonstration  on  die 
aide  of  Lide  and  Mons.  The  Duke,  in  dedding  on  these 
movements,  was  under  the  necessity  of  acting  on  the  intel- 
ligence  given  by  spies  or  deserters,  which  can  only  be  ap 
lar  depended  on,  as  it  is  confirmed  by  reports  from  the  out* 
posts,  who  may  be  themselves  deceived.^  What  was  true 
at  their  departure,  may  be  entirely  changed  at  their  arrival 
with  the  information ;  and  whatever  may  have  been  the  case 
formerly,  few  or  no  instances  occur  at  present  of  a  person  in 
the  confidence  of  the  cabinet,  particularly  of  a  military  offi- 
cer,-betraying  the  confidence  placed  in  him. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  arrived  at  Quatre  Bras  i»  the  16tb, 
at  an  early  hour,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  Bry,  to  concert 
measures  with  Marshal  Bludber,  for  arranging  the  moat  effi- 
cient plan  of  support  It  appeared  at  that  time,  that  the  whcde 
French  attack  would  be  directed  against  the  Prussians,  as  con- 
siderable masses  of  the  enemy  were  in  movement  in  their 
front.  Blucher  was  at  this  thne  at  the  wind-mill  of  Bry, 
about  five  English  miles  from  Quatre  Bras.'  The  Duke  pro- 


I  Mufling.  p.  17.  Y«t  ft rtocyls  toM  of  Foueh^,  who  ia  Sftid  to  tamve  kM  in- 
t«mgMiee«fB«oiiapMte^nM»v«iieDtetoLotd  Wemn^  HiecoMieriiMat- 
tadwd  and  wftylai4«  as  ftuppoied  by  FouciiA  contrivance,  lo  fliat  ht  bad  an  CK- 
«ttM  ready  Ibr  both  paitki. 

>  Mufling,  p.  la 
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poi0ilta«difim  iqpQikFhMies  nd  GoneUes^  wUch  would 
have  boot  a  decided  movement^  as  aciing  on  the  French  com- 
■mnieatiopay  and  immediately  in  rear  of  their  left  flank ;  bu| 
aa  the  troops  ooold  not  be  ready  to  advance  from  Qnatre  Bras 
before  ibsr  o'doek>  the  attack  must  have  been  too  late^  and  in 
the  meantime  the  Prussians  would  have  to  sustain  the  attack  of 
nearly  the  whi^  French  army.  Marshal  Blucher>  therefore, 
judged  it  more  desirable,  that  the  Duke  should  form  a  junc* 
tioii, with  the  Frusaian  right,  by  marching  direct  by  the  Chaus* 
see  from  Qnatre  Bras  to  Bry.i 

The  olgect  of  the  enemy  on  the  I6th,  as  may  be  seen  by 
the  general  ordors  of  Napoleon,  communicated  by  Soult  to 
Ney  and  Grouchy,  was  to  turn  the  Prussian  righ|,  by  driving 
the  Bntish  from  Quatre  Bras,  and  then  to  inarch  down  the 
Chansife  upon  Bry,  and  thus  separate  the  two  armies.  > 
For  this  purpose  Ney  was  detached  with  43,000  men.'  On 
refiennoe  to  die  above  orders,  it  appears  that  not  much  resist- 
aaee  w»  eacpeeted  in  getting  possession  both  of  Sombref  and 
Qnatre  Bnuu^  Ney  has  been  accused  of  delaying  to  attack,  but 
reference  to  those  orders'will  show,  that  Ney  had  not  been  com- 
manded to  attacks  until  do'dock,  p.  m.,  in  consequence  of  the 
allies  having  assembled  in  force  at  Qnatre  Bras.  The  plan  was 
€Xfitlknt»  and  if  Ney  had  be^  successful,  would  have  led  to 
importaai  results.  After  obtaining  possession  of  Quatre  Bras, 
he  «B8  to  have  detached  part  of  his  forces  to  attadc  thePrus- 


t  Maffliagi  p.  BU  aUsira  thafc  Uie  podtton  at  liigny  was  too  nmeh  extcoded  to 
the  left,  Imt  the  otgect  of  this  was  to  have  a  line  of  communication  with  the 
Menae  and  Cologne ;  a  fault  alluded  to  as  arising  from  haying  two  annies,  and 
two  diiefii  with  dUferent  objects  in  view. 

s  See  oiders  in  the  Appendix  to  Batty,  U  to  xiii.    Pagel50tol53. 

8  Uy.  ix.  p.  1(0,  OflSdal  Papexs. 

«  See  Grouchy,  p.  47.   Gouigaud,  Liv.  ix.  p.  IOC. 

ft  It  b  baldly  to  be  supposed  that  an  officer  of  Ney*s  bold  and  enterprishig  cha- 
neter>  with  so  much  at  stake,  would  have  hesitated  to  attack  at  Quatre  Bras,  if 
he  had  had  his  troops  in  readiness,  but  it  appears  that  be  could  not  have  had 
time  to  move  to  that  point  at  the  early  hour  stated  by  Buonaparte.  Ney  had, 
aisok  too  much  experience  of  the  nature  of  the  troops  he  was  opposed  to,  to  act 
xashly. 
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■kn  rigkt  fbdik  ia  rMr  of  St  Amnd^  wyitt'J 
making  the  chki  attack  <m  that  TiUage,  the  stimigert  iir  the 
position,  and  at  the  same  time  keeping  the  whole  FHunan 
line  engms^<  Half  of  Ney's  force  was  left  in  lesenre  near 
Frasnesy  to  he  in  readiness  either  to  support  the  attacks  on 
Qnatre  Bras  or  St  Amend,  and  in  the  event  of  hoth  8aeoeed«« 
ing,  to  turn  the  Prussian  right  hy  inarching  direct  on  Wag- 
nde  or  Bry.^ 

The  yiUage  of  St  Amend  was  well  defended;  it  lonned 
the  strength  of  the  Prussian  right,  and  from  the  inteneo- 
tion  of  aereral  gardens  and  hedges,  was  very  capable  of  de- 
fence ;  although  so  much  in  advance  of  the  rest  of  die  Fms- 
aian  position.  The  face  of  the  country  in  front  of  this  por- 
tion possesses  no  remarkable  features;  the  slopes  towards  the 
stream  are  gentle,  and  of  easy  access.  After  a  oontinned  9l^ 
tack  for  two  hours,  the  enemy  had  only  obtained  posaeadon 
of  half  the  village  of  St  Amend,  and  a  severe  attack  was  made 
upon  Ligny,  which  was  taken  and  retaken  several  times.^  At 
this  time  Buonaparte  sent  for  the  corps  of  reserve  left  by 
Ney  at  Frasnes ;  before,  however,  it  reached  St  Amand,  in 
consequence  of  the  check  they  had  sustained  al4^tre  Bras, 
it  was  countermarched,  and  from  this  drcomatance  beoame 
of  little  use  either  to  Buonaparte  or  Ney.  Buonaparte  hsvli^ 
observed  the  masses  of  troops  which  filudher  had  bssoghtup 
behind  St  Amand,  (and  probably  in  consequence  of  the  corps 
above  mentioned  being  necessary  at  Quatre  Bras,)^  appears  to 
have  changed  the  disposition  of  his  reserves,  who  were  march- 
'ing  upon  St  Amand,  and  moved  them  towards  the  right,  to 


1  The  French  did  not  attack  until  5  p.  m.,  the  diflbvent  eorpe  not  being  affi- 
led to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  at  an  eartier  hour.-^ioadiy,  p,  '96. 
Rogniat,  p.  341. 

■  Key's  letter  to  the  Due  d'Otranto.    Paris,  1815.--1f  uffling,  p.  14. 

t  Muiffing,  p.  15— 64.~BIadieT  had  employed  his  reserres  to  support  Ms  right 
at  St  Amand,  and  was  not  prepared  for  this  change  of  attack.  MuflBi^,  hoir- 
.  ever,  ooosiden,  that,  instead  of  his  cavalry,  had  he  moved  his  infantry  ftmn  Sc 
Amand  to  retake  L)gny,  he  would  have  suoeeeded  and  gained  the  acttoa. 
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attadc  llie Fmstun  centre "AtLigny,  which  ihey  fuebecdad- 
m  forciBgy  and  so  obtained  possession  of  that  vUlage.^  A  laige 
body  of  French  cavabry^  and  anotler  of  infantry,  then  push- 
ed forwaid  to  the  height  between  firy  and  Sombref^  imme- 
diately in  the  rear  of  Ligny^  and  quite  in  the  heart  of  the 
Pnuaian  position,  where  they  were  attacked  by  Blucherat  the 
head  of  his  cavahry ;  this  attempt  to  re-establish  the  acti(m 
fidledy  and  the  Prussian  cavalry  were  driven  back  upon  the  in«* 
ftstry.s  It  was  now  nine  o'docJc,  about  dark,  which  prevented 
the  Fien<^  from  advancing  farther,  and  they  contented  them- 
sdves  with  the  occupation  of  Ligny.  The  Prussians  did  not 
evacuate  Bry  before  three  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  17th.'  In  the 
conrse  of  the  night,  the  Prussians  fell  back  on  Tilly  and 
itembkmx.  The  loss  of  the  Prussians,  according  to  thdr 
own  account,  amounted  to  14,000  men,  and  fifteen  pieces  of 
artillery.  The  French  official  account  in  the  Moniteur,  to 
15,000.^  The  French  acknowledge  to  have  lost  7000.  It  is. 
evident  that  Buonaparte,  in  changing  the  point  of  attack 
from  the  Prussian  right  at  St  Amand,  to  the  centre  at  Ligny, 
in  a  manner  forced  the  Prussians,  if  defeated,  to  retreat  upon 
the  British  army,  and  give  up  their  own  line  of  operations ; 
bat  still,  at  that  hour  in  the  evening,  when  the  situation  of 
the  armiea  is  considered,  the  change  of  attack  appears  to  be 


1  Orouchy,  p.  10,  shows  how  little  decisive  the  battle  was.  '*  La  bataille  de 
Ugoy  n*a  flni  que  vers  la  neuf  heure  de  soir ;  seulement  alon  la  retraite  des 
prussiens  a  ^t^  presumte." 

s  Here  it  was  that  Blucher  wai  so  nearly  falliiig  into  the  hands  of  the  French 
eavahry. 

8  Gronchy,  p.  11,  says,  that,  even  on  the  17th,  it  was  supposed  the  Prussians 
had  retired  upon  Naumur,  so  feebly  were  they  followed;  the  light  cavalry  of 
General  Pi^  pursued  them  in  this  direction  on  the  17th,  captured  a  few  guns, 
which,  with  some  stragglers,  as  are  found  in  all  armies,  was  his  whole  success. 

4  The  St  Helena  productions  raise  the  amount  to  20,000  men,  40  guns, 
standards,  Ac  See  Grouchy  on  that  subject,  in  answer  to  Gourgaud,  pp.  48; 
40k— Montfaokm  says  they  lost  60,000.— Liv.  x.  148,  says  that  the  Prussian  army 
waa  reduoed  to  40.000  men  by  the  loss  they  had  sustained  $  30,000  men  kiUed  and 
wounded,  and  20,000  men,  who  had  disbanded  and  ravaged  the  banks  of  the 
Meuse,  and  by  the  detachments  sent  to  cover  their  retreat,  and  that  of  the  bag- 
gage, in  the  direction  of  Namur. 
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the  only  liope  he  had  of  ohtdshig  evm  a  psitM 
aiider  such  circunuUnoes  it  wm  peihaps  the  bcaii  < 
oouldpunueu^ 

It  u  not  easy  to  oonoeive  that  a  defeat,  in  any  caae,  woold 
have  been  and^  as  to  prevent  their  jiinetion»  sinoe  eaeh  annf 
had  audi  conaideraUe  reinforeeiBaita  moving  um  and  does 
upon  them  ;  bnt  even  in  an  extreme  ease,  they  eoold  each 
have  retired  on  their  fortreaaca,  and  formtd  entrenched  campa 
of  perfect  aeeurity,  with  every  meana  oC  repajring  the  kaaaa 
they  auatained. 

The  force  of  the  enemy,  at  the  time  the  I>uke  ef  WeUii^[ton 
left  Quatre  Bras  to  eommonieate  with  Blucher,  appeared  to  be 
ao  weak,  that  no  aeriona  attack  was  at  that  time  to  be  app^ai* 
bended;  baton  hia  return  to  that  position,  about  three  o'clock^ 
he  found  they  had  aaaembled  a  large  force  at  Framea,  and 
were  preparing  for  an  attack,  which  waa  made  about  half- 
paat  three  o'clock  by  two  colunina  of  infantry,  and  nearly  all 
their  cavalry,  supported  by  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery.  The 
fiNTCe  at  that  time  under  hia  orders,  waa  17,000  infantry  and 
9000  cavalry,  of  which  about  4500  were  BritiahinCuitry,  the 
rest  Hanoveriana,  and  Bdgiana,  and  Naaaau  troopa.'  They 
at  first  obtained  some  success,  driving  hack  the  Bdgian  and 
Bronswidc  cavalry ;  their  cavalry  penetrated  amo^gat  our 


■  &  Tbtintation  of  the  aUiedmaretdiBli  to  remain  together,  wlmtefT 
the  iinie,  is  known.  Lord  Wellington  had  ordered  the  iaundatiaiis  of  Antweip 
tobe  eObeted  to  their  utmoet  extent.  The  fortrcsiea  were  to  have  been  aban- 
doned to  their  own  strength,  and  had  the  events  of  the  16th  been  such  as  to  ne- 
OBisitate  a  retreat,  and  give  up  Bruasels,  Maestricfat  is  probably  the  point  on  which 
both  armies  would  have  retired. 

>  Had  earlier  or  more  positive  information  of  the  enemy's  plans  been  received 
by  Lord  Wellington,  and  the  troops  put  in  movement  on  the  evening  of  the  15th» 
the  combinations  of  the  two  aUied  chiefii  would  have  been  perCset.  Nothing 
more  is  necessary  to  show  how  well  their  plans  had  been  laid,  but  which  were  not 
carried  into  full  e^et,  by  one  of  those  accidental  occnrrenoes  which  no  human 
foresight  can  prevent. 

>  Liv.  ix.  p.  103.  Buonaparte  says,  that  Ney  attacked  with  16,000  inftntry, 
S900  cavabry,  and  14  guns,  leaving  1^000  in£uitry,  1500  cavalry,  and  61  guns,  in 
"MTve  at  Frasnes. 
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fiifkiitry  befiSn^  they  bad  quite  time  to  form  squares,  and  foN 
Mi  a  part  to  retire  iiift>  the  adjoining  wood ;  they  were,  how- 
ever, lepnbed.  At  this  period  of  the  acdon,  the  third  Bri« 
tftdi  diviaioq,  under  General  Alten,  arrived  ahout  four  o'clock^ 
i»en  after  the  aetion  had  commenced.  They  consislled  of 
about  6900  men,  and  were  composed  of  British,  King's  Ger« 
man  Legion,  and  Hanoverians.  They  had  some  difficulty  in 
maintaining  their  ground,  and  one  regiment  lost  a  colour.^ 
Ifiey  succeeded,  however,  in  repelling  the  enemy  from  the 
advanced  points  he  had  gained  at  the  farm  of  Gemincourt 
and  viSage  of  Pierremont. 

Ney  stil],  however,  occupied  part  of  the  wood  of  BossUi 
Whidi  extends  from  Quatre-Bras,  on  the  right  of  the  rmid  to« 
wards  Frasnes,  to  the  distance  of  about  a  mile.  This  favour- 
ed an  attadc  on  the  right  of  our  position,  which  he  according* 
ly  made,  after  having  been  repulsed  on  the  left  At  this  mo« 
inent  die  division  of  General  Cooke,  (Guards,)  4000  strong,  ar« 
rived  from  Enghien,  and  materially  assisted  to  repel  this  at- 
iadc,  which,  i^er  considerable  exertions,  was  done,  and  the 
enemy  driven  bsck  upon  Frasnes,  in  much  confusion.  This 
flfllur  was  severely  contested,  and  though  the  enemy  were  re- 
irailsed,  the  loss  on  each  side  was  nearly  equal,  owing  to  the 
auperiority  of  the  French  in  artillery.  The  loss,  however,  in- 
flicted on  the  French  by  the  fire  of  musketry,  which  their  at- 
tacking columns  were  exposed  to,  was  very  considerable,  and 
eounteibslanoedthe  advantage  they  derivedfrom  their  artillery. 
It  required  great  exertions  to  maintain  the  important  post  of 


1  Thit  bdooged  to  the  6901  i^giment,  not  to  the  49d,  as  LiT.  ix.  itates,  p.  1M« 
•ndwMaliMMt  the  only  one  captured  during  the  whole  war.  It  nuiy  here  be  re- 
masked,  that  if  the  French  had  carried  one  quarter  the  number  of  eagle8  with 
their  ni^ents  that  we  have  of  oolourt,  a  much  laiger  proportion  would  now  te 
liDitnd  at  WhUehalL  A  weak  battalion  of  Englidt  infimtry  always  carriea  two) 
iHfe  eolMor«p  vary  heavy  and  iacoBTenient.  whitet  a  French  eagle,  about  the 
aiae  of  a  tala&Urd,  waa  only  given  to  a  regiment  eompoeed  of  seTeiat  batUUons, 
whUh  «aa  easily  secured  in  ease  of  defeat. 

VOL.  IX.  h 
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Quitre-BittSj  in  the  present  lelatifs  tilaatioiis  of  llie  two 
Annies.  It  is  certain  that,  if  Key  had  adyanoed  u  npidly  ai 
Bnoniiiparte  says  he  might  have  done,  he  would  have  obtain«» 
ed  his  objeet.  Ney,  however,  in  his  letter,  oontradieU  the 
possibility  of  his  having  done  so,  wfaidi  seems  to  be  confinnad^ 
by  Sottlt's  letter  to  him,  datedatSo'cloekr.K.  where  he  teUs 
him  that  Grouchy  is  to  attack  Bry  with  the  Sd  and  4th  corps, 
at  half  past  8  P.M.;'  that  he  is  to  attack  the«orps  in  his  front, 
and  afterwards  to  assist  Gtouehy  ;  but  that  if  he  (Key)  defeate 
the  HaopB  in  his  ftont  first,  Groudiy  would  be  cvdeced  to  as** 
sist  his  operations.  It  is  most  probaUe  that  the  cocpa  kft  at 
Frasnes,  which  Ney  eom^ains  was  taken  away  without  his 
knowledge,  was  destined  to  assist  either  attack  as  might  be 
found  necessary. 

Even  had  Ney  got  possession  of  Quatre-Bias  at  an  eariy; 
hour,  he  would  scarcely  have  been  able  to  detach  any  suffi-^ 
dent  force  against  the  Prussians,  seeingi  as  he  must  have 
done,  or  at  least  ought  to  have  calculated,  that  the  British 
foces  were  arriving  rapidly  on  the  point  which  we  sappoee 
him  to  have  occupied.  The  Bridah  <»uld  have  stiU  retratte^  - 
on  Waterloo,  and  been  concentrated  on  the  17th  at  that  po^. 
aition ;  and  there  was  nothing  to  prev^t  the  Prussians  t^ 
treating  on  Wavres,  as  they  afterwards  did.   Thoogh  Bno-j 
naparte  says,^  that  on  the  13th  everything  had  succeeded  as 
he  wished,  and  that  the  Duke  of  WeUington  had  manoeavre4 
as  he  would  have  wished  him  to  do;  yet  one  corps  of  thi^ 
Prussian  army  had  so  far  kept  him  in  check,  that  he  was 
not  able  to  reach  Fleurus  ;  and  on  the  16th,  could  not  com- 
mence the  attack  until  three  hours  after  mid-day.    He  did 
not  gain  possession  of  Quatre  Bras  until  the  forenoon  of  the 
17  th.    He  had  sustained  a  severe  check  with  one  part  of  hi* 
army,  and  gained  an  indecisive  action  wil^  the  other ;  the. 
loss  of  the  allies  not  exceeding  his  own,  whilst  they  had  the 
advantage  of  retiring  leisurely  on  their  resources  and  rein* 


I  Se«  Official  PApen  in  th«  Appmidix  to  Batty. 
«  Liv.  ix.  p.  t09. 
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fofiMMBlijaiid  by  ^tm  wtwtt>givg  up  no  piiee  or  porilton  now 
ofconaeqiieiioeto  the  punming  enemy.  The  result  of  the  ope^ 
latknB  of  the  16th  prodnced  no  important  consequences  to  the 
Fiendi.  The  celelvated  engineer,  G^ieral  Rogniat,  does  not 
hesitate  to  tens  it  an  indecisive  action.  The  success  of  the  Bri<« 
tish  in  zepelling  the  attack  of  Quatre  Bras,  tended  to  make 
fhemjneetthe  renewed  attack  at  Waterloo  with  more  confi- 
dence, and  probably  had  a  contrary  eSBsct  on  the  enemy ;  whilst 
the  manner  in  whidi  the  Prussian  corps  of  Thiehnan  received 
the  attack  of  Grouchy  on  the  ISth,  who  had  superior  forces^ 
showed  how  Uttlethe  confidence  of  the  Prussians  had  been 
shaken  by  the  action  at  Ligny.  It  may  be  obseryed,  that  the 
forces  engaged  at  Ligny  were  nesrly  equal,  even  deducting 
D'£rlon's  corps,  which  was  left  at  Frasnes,  as  not  eng^iged* 
The  Frendi  passed  the  frontiers  with  about  1S5,000  men— 
Bludier  had  80,000— «nd  at  the  ohee  of  the  day.  Lord  Wei- 
lingUm  had  30,000.^  The  commanders  of  the  allied  armies 
appear  not  to  have  overrated  what  was  to  be  expected  from 
their  troops,  which  was  not  exactly  the  cose  with  their  oppo- 
nents. 

The  outline  of  the  operations,  and  the  stratagy  on  the  part 
of  Napoleon  to  sq[»rate  the  two  armies,  was  no  doubt  finely 
conceived,  and,  as  we  have  seen,  was  nearly  successful ;  yet  it  is 
presumed,  that,  had  it  been  so,  ev^  to  the  extent  Buonaparte 
could  hope  or  expect,  the  allies  had  still  a  safe  retreat,  and 


1  LW.  ix.  p.  GO.  Buontparte  tenuirks  that  the  numben  of  the  allied  army 
mnat  not  lie  rated  at  their  numerical  foxoe.  "  Parceque  Fannte  dee  alUte  ^toit 
compoite  de  troupes  plus  ou  moms  bonnes.  Un  Anglois  poonrait  6tre  oompt^ 
pour  un  Francais ;  et  deux  Hollandais,  Prussiens,  ou  hommes  dela  confifideration, 
pour  on  Francais.  Les  armto  ennemies  ttirient  cantonn^  sous  le  eranmande- 
ment  de  deux  G^^nux  difRrents,  et  form^  de  deux  nations  divistes  d'int£rMp 
rt  de  sentiments."  His  almy,  on  the  oonfarary,  was  under  one  chief,  the  idol  of 
his  solffiers,  who  were  of  the  best  description— veterans  who  had  fought  in  the 
tariMMt  campaign  of  1813-14,  and  draughts  ftom  the  numerous  garrisons  who 
bad  sinee  entered  FranQe  from  Antwerp,  .Hamburg,  Magdeburg,  Dantsie,  Ma;y- 
eMi^  Alexandria,  Maatna*  &c.  with  the  nnmeiaus  prisoners  ftom  England.  Ut 
Is.  p.  301. 
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giiilid«ii>meorees.  Oii«lltMM,itWMacdeiilatleiiof  hcnin. 
It  is  hardly  possible  to  know  the  poiiit  an  enterprising  enemy 
means  to  attack,  especially  on  so  extended  a  line ;  and  here 
the  assailaat  has  the  advantage.  Fault  has  been  found  with 
ate  Duke  of  Wellington  for  havii^;  no  artillery  and  rery  few 
esTalry  upon  the  16th.  No  portion  of  either  were  with  the 
Kserre  at  Brussels-,  wfaidi  is  lemarkal^e,  particularly  as  re« 
gards  the  artillery^ 

The  spirited  manner  in  whidi  the  Allied  Marshal*  adhered 
to  their  plans  of  defence  previously  agreed  en^  and  extricated 
themselves  from  the  difficulties  whiehf  they  found  themselves 
placed  in,  by  the  sudden  and  vigorous  attack  they  had  to  sns* 
twn^  and  which  their  distinct  commands  tended  ra^er  to  in- 
evease^  must  command  admiration ;  and  since  war  is  only  a 
great  game,  where  the  movements  are  influenced  by  many 
events  which  occur  during  their  execution  and  progressr^ 
•vents  which  human  calculation  cannot  foresee — ^it  becomes 
easy  to  criticise  when  the  operations  are  passed,  when  all  the 
data  on  which  they  tested,  or  might  have  rested,  are  known ; 
hut  to  form  a  good  plan  of  attaek,  or  a  campaign^to  act  with 
decision  and  firmness,  and  with  a  <'  coup  d'oeil,'*  so  as  imme« 
lately  to^profit  by  the  changes  which  incessantly  take  place, 
can  be  said  of  very  few  men  of  the  many  who  have  ever  ar« 
rived  aththe  command  of  an  army. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Kth,  the  British  troops  remained 
in  possession  of  Quatre-BTas,  where  the  rest  of  the  army  had 
joined  the  Duke  of  WeUington,  who  was  prepared  to  main* 
tain  that  position  against  the  French  army,  had  the  PmsslaBs 
remained  in  the  position  of  Ligny,  so  as  to  give  him  support. 

Marshal  Blucher  had  sent  an  aide-de-camp  to  inform  the 
Duke  of  his  retreat,  who  was  unfortunately  killed ;  and  it 
was  not  until  seven  o'dock  on  the  17th,  that  Lord  Welling*- 


1  ThieebiigftdMof  ironeigfatom-pomidcft  wtn  pnpCTlas  at  BniM«b,  twt  not 
in  m  state  of  IbrwsrdiicM  to  bo  sent  to  Wfttvloow 
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ton  Jearned  the  direcdon  which  the  Prussians  had  taken.    A 
patrol  sent  at  day-light  to  communicate  with  the  Prussians^ 
Advanced  beyond  firy  and  Sombref,  which  confirmed  how  lit* 
^le  of  the  Prussian  position  had  been  occupied  by  the  French* 
The  Prussians  had. fallen  back  very  leisurely  on  Wavre^  their 
rear«guard  occupying  Bry,  which  they  did  not  evacuate  before 
three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  17th.    Buonaparte,  in 
deceiving  the  French  people,  by  the  accounts  he  gave  of  the 
defeat  of  the  Prussians  at  Ligny,  seems  almost  to  have  decei- 
.ved  himsdf.    He  must  have  known  that  the  action  was  not 
A  decisive  one — that  the  enemy  had  retired  iu  excellent  order 
—-that  he  had  not  been  able  to  pursue  them— and  that  his 
own  loss  must  h&ve  considerably  weakened  his  army,  whilst 
•the  Prussians  were  falling  back  upon  their  reinforcements-^ 
And,  above  all,  that  Marshal  Blucher  commanded  them. 
The  Prussian  army  was  concentrated  at  Wavre  at  an  early 
hour,  and  commimication  took  place  between  the  Duke  of 
WelHngton  and  Blucher,  by  which  a  junction  of  the  army 
was  arranged  for  the  succeeding  day  at  Waterloo.  *   The  re- 
4arograde  movement  of  the  Prussians  rendered  a  correspond- 
ing one  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  British,  which  was 
performed  in  the  most  leisurely  manner,  the  Duke  allowing 
the  men  time  to  finish  theur  cooking.    About  ten  o'clock,  the 
whole  army  icitired,  in  three  columns,  by  G^iappe  and  Ni- 
•  vellea,  towards  a  position  at  Waterloo — a  rear-guard  was  left 
to  occupy  the  ground,  so  as  to  conceal  the  movement  from  the 
enemy,  who,  about  mid- day,  deployed  their  troops  in  columns 
*  of  attack,  as  if  expecting  to  find  the  English  army  in  post* 
tion  thei«.    They  immediately  followed  up  tlie  retreat  with 
cavalry  and  light-artillery.    An  affair  of  cavalry  occurred  at 
-Genappe,  where  the  7th  hussara  attacked  a  French  regiment 
of  lancers  without  success;  upon  which  the  heavy  cavalry 


1  llufflii«,p.a),Miy«,  «•  that  Wudw  only  asked  foi  time  «<>4«*ab^^efiwl 
and  caxttidges  U>  bia  jnen." 
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were  brougjit  up  by  the  Marquis  of  Angleiea,  who  checked 
the  enemy's  advance  by  a  Tigoroua  and  dedsiye  chai|;e. 

As  the  troops  arrived  in  position  in  front  of  Mont  Saint 
Jean,  they  took  up  the  ground  they  were  to  maintain, 
which  was  efl&cted  early  in  the  evening.  The  weather  be- 
gan to  be  very  severe  at  this  period.  The  whole  French 
army,  under  Buonaparte,  with  the  exception  of  two  corps 
under  Grouchy,  (32,000  meq,  and  108  guns,)  took  up  a 
position  immediately  in  front ;  and,  after  some  cannona* 
ding,  both  armies  remained  opposite  to  each  other  during 
the  night,  the  rain  falling  in  torrents.  The  Duke  had  aU 
ready  communicated  with  Marshal  Blucher,  who  promised 
to  come  to  his  support  with  the  whole  of  his  army,  on  the 
jnoming  of  the  18di.  It  was  consequently  decided  upon  to 
.cover  Brussels,  (tfie  preservatbn  of  which  was  of  such  im- 
portance, in  every  point  of  view,  to  the  King  of  the  Nether- 
lands,) by  maintaining  the  position  of  Mont  St  Jean.  The 
intention  of  the  allied  chiefs,  if  they  were  not  attacked  on  the 
18th,  was  to  have  attacked  the  enemy  on  the  19th. 

Since  we  are  now  arrived  at  the  position  of  Mont  St  Jean, 
.  it  may  be  necessary  to  offer  a  few  remarks  as  regards  the  po- 
sition itself,  which  has  been  considered  as  a  bad  one  by  some 
writers,^  and  some  loose  allusions  to  its  defects  thrown  out ; 
.  but  more  particularly  fixing  upon  its  not  affording  a  secure 
retreat,  in  the  event  of  the  enemy's  attack  having  proved 
successful.  Previous,  however,  to  entering  into  any  disquisi- 
tion as  to  the  merits  of  the  position  of  Mont  St  Jean,  it  may 
be  well  to  consider  a  few  of  the  conditions  that  are  judged 
essential  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  for  evfry  position  taken 
up  by  an  army.  The  first  requisite  is,  that  die  ground  in 
front,  within  cannon-shot,  should  be  well  seen ;  and  every 
point  of  approach  with  musket-shot,  well  discovered. — ^2d, 
That  the  ground  which  is  occupied  should  admit  of  a  free  com- 


I  MoBlholon*  VII.  p,  ISi.    Liv.  IX.  pp.  133-207.    Gourgaud,  p.  151. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


APPENDIX*      NO.  Vlll.  CXix 

niunicaticMi  fbr  troops  and-gii&s^  frdm  right  to  left/and  ^ora 
frent  to  rear,  in  .order  to  mbve  supports  wherever  they  may 
be  wanted ;  also  that,  by  the  sinuosities  of  the  ground,  or 
X>ther  cover,  such  movements  may  be  made  unseen  by  the 
€nemy. — 3d,  That  your  flanks  rest  on  some  support,'  secure 
from  being  turned — And,  lastly,  that  your  retreat  be  ensured, 
in  the  event  of  your  position  being  forced  or  turned. 

The  site  of  the  position  of  Mont  St  Jean,  and  the  features 
of  the  ground  round  it,  have  been  so  often  and  well  described, 
that  we  may  crniclude  it  to  be  familiar  to  most  people ;  and 
hence  the  possession  of  these  necessary  conditions  will  be  al- 
ready evident.  The  easy  slope  from  our  front  into  the  valley, 
from  whence  it  rises  in  an  ascent  equally  gentle  and  regular, 
to  the  opposite  heights,  on  which  the  enemy  were  posted  at  the 
distance  of  about  a  mile,  or  a  mile  and  a  half,  gave  it,  in  an 
eminent  degree,  the  condition  stated  in  the  first  remark.  The 
two  chanss^s,  running  nearly  perpendicular  to  our  line, — 
the  valley  immediately  in  rear  of  our  first  line,  and  parallel 
•to  it,  with  two  country  roads  passing  in  the  same  direction ; 
also  the  openness  of  the  country,--^ave  the  position  the  lequi- 
aites  mentioned  in  the  second.  The  same  valley  afforded  co- 
ver for  the  support  of  the  first  line ;  also  for  its  artillery,  and 
%pare  ammunition- waggons ;  whilst  the  second  line  and  re- 
^serves,  placed  on  and  behind  the  next  ridge,  and  about  500 
or  600  yards  in  rear  of  the  first,  were  unseen  from  the  enemy's 
position,  although  certainly  so  far  exposed,  that  many  of  his 
ahot  and  shells,  which  passed  over  the  first  line,  ricoched  into 
the  second,  and  amongst  the  reserves.  The  fourth  requisite, 
as  far  as  regards  the  security  of  the  flanks,  was  completely 
obtained,  by  the  occupation  of  the  village  of  Braine  la  Leude 
t>n  its  right,  which  would  have  been  entrenched,  but  ibr  an 
accidental  misunderstanding  of  orders ;  and  La  Haye  and 
Ohain  on  the  left ;  also  by  both  flanks  being  thrown  back  on 
the  forest  of  Soignies. 

That  our  retreat,  in  case  of  a  reverse,  was  sufficiently 
IHTOvided  for,  we  trust,  notwithstanding  the  criticism  above 
noticed,  to  establish  in.  a  satiaftctory  manner.    Our  posi- 
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tkm  mu  talBehBdf  in  mdvaiMr  of  Urn  eakmtn  oC  tbr 
chtiiai^  into  the  forest^  to  give  a  free  approech  from  every 
part  of  the  field  to  that  point;  which  Uie  unindooed  state 
of  the  country  affinrded  the  troops  every  means  of  profit* 
ing  by.  Had  oar  first  position  been  forced^  the  village  <tf 
Mont  St  Jean,  at  the  junction  of  die  two  dunusees*  afSnrded 
«i  excellent  centre  of  snj^^t  for  a  leooad,  whidi  the  enemy 
would  have  had  equal  difltodty  in  csnrying ;— besides  which 
there  is  snother  Hum  house  and  wood  immediately  behind 
Mont  St  Jean,  and  in  front  of  the  entrance  of  the  forest; 
which  would  have  enabled  us  to  keep  open  that  entrances 
By  occupying  these  points,  we  might  have  at  any  time  ef« 
feeted  a  retreat;  and  with  sufficient  leisure  to  have  allowed 
all  the  guniy  that  were  in  a  state  to  be  moved^  to  file  off  into 
the  forest  Undoubtedly,  had  our  centre  been  broken  by  the 
last  attack  of  the  enemy,^  a  oonoderable  part  of  our  artilkry 
must  have  been  left  bdiind,  a  number  of  guns  disabled,  and 
many  men  and  horMS  IdUed  and  wounded;  these  must 
have  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands ;  also  the  brigades  at 
the  points  attacked,  which  were  placed  rather  in  front  of 
the  infimtry,  and  remained  until  the  last,  firing  grape  shot 
into  the  enemy's  columns.  The  men  and  horses  would  have 
saved  themsdives  with  the  infiintry,  and  soon  found  a  fresh 
^uipment  in  the  fortresses.  The  troops  at  Hougomoot 
would  have  been  cut  off  had  that  attack  succeeded,  but  their 
retreat  was  (^n,  either  upon  the  corps  of  1<>,000  men  left  at 
Hslle  to  cover  Bnissek,  or  upon  Braine  la  Leude,  which  was 
eecupied  by  a  brigade  of  infantry,  who  had  strengthened  their 
post ;  between  which  and  our  right  flank  a  brigade  of  cavalry 
kep^m  communication  open.  From  Braine  la  Leude  there 
is  a  very  ^ood  road  through  the  forest  by  Alemberg  to  Brus* 
sels,  by  which  the  troops  and  artillery  of  our  right  fiank 
could  have  efl^ted  their  retreat.  If  we  now  suppose,  that  the 
enemy,  instead  of  our  right  centre,  had  broken  our  left  centre 


>  AtwutiMlfitwticven. 
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1^  the  «mt  «UaA  lie  miidt  o«  ii  at  Ikm  o'dpdc,  (Mim 
itvded  nearly  the  mneadYantafs^U^  the 
Bcaioek  Leade  wovld  hare  done  <m  the  right.  A  road  l«a4a 
ttoim  it  through  the  foreat  to  BniaBeh ;  or  that  wii^  might 
have  retired  on  iha  Pnitiiana  at  Wavrie ;  so  that«  had  either 
of  tfaeae  two  grand  attaeka  autoei^dedj  the  retreat  i^to  the  de? 
filea  of  the  loreat  queed  not  have  been  precipitated*  It  km 
fault  of  our  troopa  to  take  alarm  and  lose  oonfidenoe,  hecailflo 
they  &m1  themielvea  turned  or  partially  heaten.  Of  thia  mao^ 
inalaooea  mig^  be  given.  The  best  pioof^  however,  is,  that 
the  aiemy  isan  scarcely  claim  haviitg  made  a  few  hni^drcid 
priaenera  during  the  whde  of  the  last  war.  No  suQcess  on  tha  . 
part  of  the  enemy,  which  they  had  a  right  to  calculate  on, 
eould  have  then  pceapitated  ua  into  the  £orest  in  total  dispr** 
der.  The  atlacka  we  sustained  to  the  last  on  the  18.th,  wei« 
as  deteirmined  «id  severe  as  can  be  conceived-  Still,. to  tha 
laat,  a  part  of  the  reserve  and  the  cavalry  had  not  aufPered 
mudi ;  whereas  dbe  French  cavalry  (heavy)  had  all  been  en* 
gaged  before  five  o'clock,  and  were  not  in  a  state,  from  the 
severe  ksses  they  had  sustained,  to  take  advantage  of  a  viCiv 
twry.* 

But  suppose  we  had  been  driven  into  the  wood  in  a  state 
of  derottte,  similar  to  what  the  Fr^ch  were,  the  forest  did 
not  keep  us  hermetically  sealed  up^  as  an  impenetrable  marsh 
did  the  defeated  troops  at  Austerlitz.  The  remains  of  our 
ahattered  battalions  would  have  gained  t)ie  forest,  and  found 
themsdives  in  security.  It  oonsista  of  tall  trees  without  undetp 
wood,  passable  almost  anywhere  for  men  and  horses.  Tha 
troops  could,  th^efore,  have  gained  the  chaussee  through.  it> 


t  See  LiT.  IX.  p.  19&  "  Ainai  &  dnq  hcuiea  aprtp  midi»  rannte  m  trouva  ■»« 
avoir  une  rawrre  de  cavalerie.  Si,  A  huit  heures  et  demi,  cette  reserve  eut  ex- 
itt^Q,"  itc»  dec* 

It  is  singular  bow  groat  iflUiers,  in  reporting  military  actions,  will  oontradie^ 
eaeli  otiier.  Napoleon  ascribes  tiie  loss  of  the  battie  in  great  measure  to  hia 
eavdry  being  so  soon  and  generally  engaged,  tiiat  he  had  not  a  reserve  lea  (p 
protect  his  retreat  Oeneral  Foy,  on  the  contrary,  afflrms,  that  it  was  not  tha 
nench,bttt  the  British  cavalry,  whidi  was  annihilated  at  Waterloo.— G««rre  dg 
ia  PetUmtUe,  p.  116,  Nde, 
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mad- wlien  We  aft  Ittt  camU  to  emiifaie  mmelvM  lo  the  d^eoot 
of  tiie  entartnoe  to  the  fyteet,  every  penon,  the  letst  expm- 
enoed  in  war,  knows  the  extreme  difficulty  in  forciDg  infantry 
from  a  wood  which  cannot  be  tomed.  A  few  regiments,  with 
or  without  artillery,  would  have  kept  the  whole  French  army 
in  cheeky  even  if  they  had  been  is  fresh  as  the  day  they  crossed 
tfiefrontters.^  Indeed,  the  forest  in  our  rear  gave  us  so  evident 
in  advantage,  that  it  is  dHlkult  to  believe  that  an  observation 
to  the  conmuy  was  made  by  Napoleon.  Could  he  quite  forget 
Ins  own  retreat  ?  It  little  availed  liim  to  have  two  fine  diaus- 
niea,  and  an  open  country  in  his  rear ;  his  materiel  was  ail 
abandoned,  and  not  even  a  single  battalion  kept  together. 
^  The  two  Arms  in  front  of  the  poaddon  of  Mont  St  Jean, 
gave  its  prindpal  strength.    That  of  Hougomont,  with  its 
gnrdens  and  indosures,  could  contain  a  force  sufficient  to  make 
it  a  most  impfvtant  post    La  Haye  Sainto  was  too  smaller 
that  purpose ;  oUierwise  its  situatiM  in  the  GenappeChaussee, 
in  the  centre  of  the  position,  rendered  it  better  adapted  for 
that  purpose.    These  farms  lay  on  the  slope  of  the  valley, 
about  1500  yards  apart,  in  front  of  our  line;  so  that  no  co^ 
lumn  of  the  enemy  could  pass  between  them,  without  being 
exposed  to  a  flank  fire.    Indeed,  wiAout  these  posts,  the 
ground  gave  us  little  advantage  over  our  enemy,  accept  the 
loss  he  must  be  necessarily  exposed  to  in  advancing  in  column 
Upon  a  line  already  fixed. 

•  From  these  observations  it  will  appear  that  our  retreat  was 
well  secured,  and  that  the  advantages  of  the  position  for  a  field 
of  battle  ware  very  ctmsideniUe ;  so  that  there  was  little  risk 
but  that  it  would  have  been  succes^illy  defended,  even  if  the 
Prussians  had  by  "  some  fatality"  been  prevented  from  form- 
ing  a  junction.  The  difficulties  of  the  roads^  from  the  sevete 
rains,  detained  them  from  joining  us  at  least  double  the  time 


»  On  tiie  16th,  at  Quatro-Bras,  the  33d  r^ment,  (Britiah,)  and  aOerwanU  two 
«»rtaUoni  of  the  Guard*,  when  obliged  to  give  way  to  an  attack  of  the  enemy, 
fad  puCTucd  by  the  French cavahry,  saved  themselves  in  the  wood  of  BoMu.ioan. 
«d  aJoog  the  skirts  of  it,  and  repeUed  the  enemy  with  leyere  loss. 
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that  was  calculated  upon.  We  hail  therefore  to  sustain  the  at^ 
tack  of  B  superior  army  so  much  longer ;  yet  they  were  not 
able  to  make  any  impression.  Every  attack  Jiad  been  most 
successfully  repulsed ;  and  we  may  safely  infer  that^  even  if 
the  Prussians  had  not  joined  in  time,  we  would  still  have 
been  able  to  maintain  our  position^  and'  repulse  the  enemy^ 
but  might  have  been  perhaps  unable,  as  was  the  case  at  Ta^ 
lavera,  to  profit  by  ihis  advantage^  or  to  follow  up  our  suc<* 
cess.i 

The  morning  of  the  18th,  and  part  of  the  forenoon,  were 
passed  by  the  enemy  in  a  state  of  supineness,  for  which  it  was 
difficult  to  account.  The  rain  had  certainly  retarded  his  move* 
ments,  more  particularly  that  of  bringing  his  artillery  into  po* 
sition ;  yet  it  was  observed,  that  this  had  been  accomplished 
at  an  early  hour.  In  Grouehy's  publication,  we  find  a  reason 
which  may  have  caused  this  delay ;  namely,  that  Napoleon's 
ammunition  had  been  so  much  exhausted  in  the  preceding  ao« 
tions,  that  there  was  only  a  sufficiency  with  the  army  for  an 
action  of  eight  hours.  Buonaparte  states^  that  it  was  necessary 
to  wait  until  the  ground  was  sufficiently  dried,  to  enable  the 
cavalry  and  artillery  to  manoeuvre  ;3  however,  in  such  a  soil, 
a  few  hours  could  make  very  little  difference,  particularly  as 
a  drizzling  rain  continued  all  the  morning,  and  indeed  after 
the  action  had  commenced.  The  heavy  fall  of  rain  on  the 
night  of  the  17th  to  18th,  was  no  doubt  more  disadvantageous 
to  the  enemy  than  to  the  troops  under  Lord  Wellington ;  &e 


1  The  annies  were  now  pUused  under  their  fitTOurite  commanden,  as  the  wSX\- 
lary  of  both  nations  had  long  wished ;  and  on  an  arena  which  may  be  considered 
«t  fiiir  a  one  as  could  well  have  oflbred  in  the  chances  of  war.  The  British  tvoofw, 
liowever,  were  not  composed  of  out  beat  rcginientsy  at  least  our  infutvy,  nsr 
equal  to  that  army  which  had  been  in  the  preceding  year  in  the  south  of  France. 
Many  of  the  most  efficient  regimeuti  had  been  sent  to  America ;  first  a  brigade 
fkomBonrdeauxtoVfaahington;  another  to  Canada;  and  afterwards  a  force  ftona 
Portsmouth  to  New  Orleans.  None  of  these  returned  in  time  for  Waterloo^ 
though  they  were  on  ihAr  way,— Liv.  ix.  p.  S06.  It  has  been  shown  how  th» 
French  army  was  composed. 
'^Liv.ix.  *  Moatholon,hii.p.l3& 
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latter  W€Bre  ia  pontion^  and  bad  few  moyementt  to  make; 
wliilat  the  enemy's  colwnnty  and  particularly  hia  cavalry^ 
were  much  fatigued  and  impeded  by  the  state  of  die  ground, 
wbich^  with  the  trampled  com^  caused  them  to  advance  more 
demly,  and  kept  them  longer  under  fire.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  same  causes  delayed  the  Frasnans  in  didr  junction,  wliieh 
they  had  promised  to  effect  at  eleven  o'clock  ;  and  obliged 
liord  Wellington  to  maintain  the  position  alone,  nearly  eight 
hours  longer  than  had  been  calculated  upon. 

About  twelve  o'clodk,  the  enemy  commenced  the  action  by 
an  attack  upon  Hongomont,  with  several  columns,  pteceded 
•by  numeiQftta  light  troops,  who,  after  severe  skirmishing,  drove 
sie  Nassau  troops  from  the  wood  in  its  fr<mt,  and  established 
Ihemsdves  in  i^  This  attack  was  supported  by  the  constant 
Are  of  a  numerous  artillery.  A  battalion  of  the  Guards  oocu- 
fpitd  the  house  and  gardens,  with  the  other  indosures,  whidi 
afibrded  great  fiudlities  for  defence ;  and  after  a  seyere  contest, 
and  immense  loss,  the  enemy  were  repulsed,  and  a  great  part 
•f  the  wood  regained.! 

During  the  early  part  of  the  day,  the  acti<»i  was  almost 
entirely  confined  to  this  part  of  the  line,  except  a  galling  fire 
of  artiUery  along  the  centre,  which  was  vigorously  returned 
by  our  guns.  This  fire  gradually  extended  towards  the  left, 
and  some  demonstrations  of  an  attack  of  cavalry  were  made 


1  Buonaparte,  liv.  ix.  142,  says,  that  he  saw  with  pleasure  that  the  English 
Chiards  were  placed  od  our  right,  bb  they  were  our  bast  troops,  which  lendeni 
his  premaditatod  atteek  on  oiur  laft  mace  cafjr.  Our  Ouaids  an  not,  as  k  the 
«ise  in  ottier  annies,  the  elite  of  our  annyi  they  are  not  selected,  as  in  other 
aerriees,  flrom  the  best  soldiers  in  other  regiments,  but  are  recruited  exactly  aa 
lioopa  oftfae  line,  except  that  thaysnieqiiidMd  to  be  aomawhat  taller.  Itmaybe 
iMte  fNsaidBed,  thngrett  swperiottty  in  ^ jWwrBiiar»  that  the  Ffcnob  and  other 
«ioopa  possessed  oiver  ours  itt  die  doae  of  jkhewMT.  The  mode  of  recruiting  a» 
.oonnls  for  this*  Jlven  our  militia  men  mvsh  superior  in  this  point  ot  view  to 
She  troops  of  the  iM,  and  most  oTttw  belt  men  wen  obtained  fimmthenk  Oar 
^eeraUs'wsningetteial  eomposedof  thepopidationof  ]ai)gecities,orof  mami- 
Aeturlng  towns,  eectainly  not  the  best  specimens  of  our  population;  the  mil^ 
.Ury  service  is  not  in  any  estimation  amongst  our  peasantry,  whilst  the  French 
army  was  eomposedof  tt»e  pkXed  men  «f  thhty  millions,  and  other  iwtiona ia 
proportion. 
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hf^emumy*  Astbetraopi  wmdniiriiQpdn  thedopeof 
the  hill^  the  J  nflSered  most  sererely  from  the  enemy's  artil- 
lery. In  Older  to  remedy  thb^  Lord  Wellington  moved  them 
back  about  150  or  900  yards,  to  the  reverse  slope  of  the  hill; 
to  shdter  them  from  the  direct  fire  of  the  guns ;  our  artillery 
in  consequence  remained  in  advance^  that  they  might  see  into 
the  valley.  This  movement  was  made  between  one  and  two 
o'clock  by  the  Duke  in  person ;  it  was  general  along  the  front 
or  centre  of  the  position,  on  the  height  to  the  right  of  La 
Haye  Sainte. 

It  is  by  no  means  improbaUe,  that  the  enemy  considered 
this  movement  aa  the  oommenoement  of  a  retreat,  since  a  con- 
sideraUe  portion  of  our  troops  were  Withdrawn  from  his 
ng^t,  and  determined  in  consecpience  to  attack  our  left  cen- 
tre, in  order  to  get  possession  of  the  buildings,  called  Ferme 
de  M.  St  Jean,  or  of  the  village  itself,  which  (Commanded  the 
point  of  junction  of  the  two  chauss^.  The  attacking  co- 
lumna  advanced  on  the  Genappe  chauss^,  and  by  the  side 
of  it ;  they  consisted  of  four  columns  of  infrtntry,  (D'Er- 
Ion's  corps,  which  was  not  engaged  on  the  16th,)  lAiirty 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  a  large  body  of  cuirassiers  (Mil- 
hand's.)  On  the  left  of  this  atUck,  the  French  cavalry  took 
the  lead  of  the  infantry,  and  had  advanced  considerably, 
when-  the  Duke  of  Wellington  ordered  the  heavy  cavalry 
(Life  Guards)  to  eharge  them  as  they  ascended  the  position 
Bear  La  Haye  Sainte*  They  were  driven  back  on  their  own 
position,  where  the  chauss^,  bang  cut  into  the  rising  ground^ 
leaves^  steep  banlu  on  either  side.  Ih  this  confined  space 
they  fought  at  swords'  length  for  some  minutes,  until  the 
enemy  brought  down  some  light  artillery  from  the  heightsy 
when-  the  British  cavalry  retired  to  their  own  position.  The 
loss  of  the  cuirassiers  did  not  appear  great;  They  seemed  im- 
mediately to  re-form  their  ranks,  and  soon  after  advanced  to 
attack  our  infantry,  who  were  formed  into  squares  to  receive 
them,  being  then  unsupported  by  cavalry.  The  columns  of 
iiifantry,  in  the  meantime,  pushed  forward  on  our  left  of  the 
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not  attempC  in  this  ftltMk  to  lake;  A  Bdgiaii  brigide  ofiii* 
fiiDtry,  fonaedin  firontygMtt  way^and  these  ooluiime  erowii« 
ed  the  potttion*  When  Sir  Thomas  Fieton  moved  up  the 
brigade  of  General  Pack  from  the  second  line^  ( the  99d  regi- 
ment in  fronts)  which  opened  a  fire  on  the  ookunn  jnat  as  it 
gsincd  the  height^  and  advaneed  upon  it,  when  witldn  thirtjr 
yards,  the  column  begsn  to  hesitate;  at  this  moment  a  bri« 
gade  of  heavy  cavahy  (the  1st  and  Sd  Dragoons,)  wheeled 
nmnd  the  d9d  regiment,  and  todc  the  column  in-flai^  ;  a  to^ 
tal  rout  ensued;  the  French,  throwing  down  their  arms,  ran 
into  our  position  to  save  themselves  from  being  cut  down  by 
the  cavalry ;  many  were  killed,  and  two  eagles,  with  9000 
prisoners,  taken.  But  the  cavaky  pursued  their  aueoess  too 
far,  and  being  fired  upon  by  one  of  the  other  odlnmns,  and  at 
the  same  time,  when  in  eonftuton,  being  attadced  by  some 
French  cavalry,  whp  had  been  sent  to  support  the  attack, 
the  British  were  obliged  to  retire  with  ooosiderable  loss.  In 
this  attack  the  enemy  had  brought  finrward  several  ^eote  of 
artillery,  which  were  captured  by  our  cavalry ;  the  horses  in 
the  guos  were  killed,  and  we  were  obliged  to  abandon  the 
guns.  General  Ponsonby,  who  oomttianded  the  cavalry,  was 
killed.  The  gallant  Sir  Thomas  Pieton  also  fell,  leading  oil 
his  division  to  repel  this  attack.^  The  number  of  occurrences 
which  crowded  on  the  attention,  rendered  it  impossible  for 
any  individual  to  see  the  wh<^  action,  and  in  the  midst  of 
noise,  bustle,  and  personal  danger,  it  is  difficult  to  note  the 
exact  time  in  which  the  event  happens.^ 


I  RogKUt,  p.  SSI,  Uamei  both  goierab  for  the  too  e«riy  employment  of  hmr 
eayaliy.  In  the  cue  here  nwntioiwd,  he  ttcft,  the  miooeM  wa*  •'  oontfe  toute 
probability/'  u  the  cavalry  charged  unbroken  infsntry.  The  head  of  the  attack- 
hig  oohimns  had,  however,  been  already  shaken  by  the  chai^  of  the  9«d  regl- 
neht,  vhieh  took  place  nearly  at  the  moment  the  cavalry  charged. 
•  »  Muffling,  p.  26.  observei,  "  U  ftim«t  Hoit  a  kpsauK  que  penonne  ne  voyoft 
renwinble  de  raction." 
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of  «ck^  that  «adi  qaeftlioM  becttraeof  interatt,  wluch  n^^ 
■onie  messufe  aooount  for  tbe  dMetegKOCf  ef  the  atotjmfntt 
of  offioefB  ptewsat,  as  to  the  time  and  dtcmnstaiiees  of  some 
ofthopiindpalevmitB.  From  this  period^  half  past  two^  an- 
til  the  eBd  of  the  aetion,  the  British  cavalry  were  scarodjr 
engsged,  hut  remaiiied  in  readiness  ia  the  aecoodliiie.1  Af-» 
ter  the  Fr«n^  mirassieni  had  re-fcnnned^  and  weie  strongly 
reinfoKced,^  they  again  advanoed  upon  our  position,  and  mad» 
sevesal  despeiate  attacks  upon  our  infantry,  who  immediately 
formed  into  squares,  and  maintained  themsdves  with  the 
most  determined  courage  and  ooohiess*  Some  time  previouji: 
to  thi^  about  three  o'doiek,  an  attack  was  made  upon  I^ 
Haye  Sainte,  which  is  merely  a  small  farm*house  ;  it  was  oo« 
cupied  by  two  companies  of  the  German  Legion.  The  ene*^ 
my  had  advanced  beyond  it»  so  that  tbe  oommunicatum  was^ 
cut  off  for  some  time,  and  it  could  not  be  reinforced.  The. 
troops  havmg  expended  their  ammunitiflii,  the  post  was  car- 
ried. A  continued  fire  was  kept  up  at  this  point,  and  the  ene* 
my  was  soon  afterwards  obliged  to  abandon  it,  without  bemg 
able  to  avail  himself  of  it  as  a  point  of  support  for  his  attack*; 
ing  columns.  The  house  was  too  small  for  a  sufficient  num^: 
ber  of  troops  to  maintain  themselves  so  dose  to  our -position, 
under  such  a  heavy  fire. 

The  French  cavalry,  in  the  attadc  on  the  centre  of  our  line,, 
above  mentioned,  were  not  supported  by  mfantry.  They  came 
on,  however,  with  the  greatest  courage,  close  to  the  squares  of 
our  infantry;  tbe  artillery,  which  was  somewhat  in  advance, 
kept  up  a  well-directed  fire  upon  them  as  they  advanced, 
but  on  thdr  nearer  approach,  the  gunners  were  obliged  to  re- 
tire into  the  squares,  so  that  the  guns  were  actually  in  po8« 


1  Liv.  ix.  S09.  Buonaparte  says. "  UinfanUrie  Anglaise  a  iti  ferae  et  soUdew ' 
La  cavalene  fioavait  mienx  faue." 

«  Rogniat,  251,  sayt,  they  amounted  to  l«,000,  IndudtBf  other  heary  at-^ 
▼airy. 

S 
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poHiMdoii  ofdian^  4)r  am  ipAkeOMm,  if  Oi^  liad  1^  m^ 
ia  eoMS^MMe^  of  lh»  Immt  iM  ^  mvilMCry  t»  irlddi  tii^ 
wwftexpiMd.  TheFniMhM»«uMBflBy»'llittt8efcral8qii8i^ 
ware  teQkMi>  and  stMidafdt  tdcen,  whidi  to  deddflttjMier 
op  tke  ooBHtrj^  tke  snail  aquatea  aawtmily  y^vbeA  tiw 
cavalry,  whom  they  gaaawBy  ulWwiiA  towtnms  aloae  to  Ifceir 
Iwyoneta  bcteai  flM^  fiiad.  Tliay  wwa^MrenbaAivrithldBa 
on  an  paiiHay  Md  4he  af^meryiBieii  kflnaediately  KammedT 
their  gima  sd  die  meet  proas^t  ttamier,  add-opei»ed  a  -ne* 
yfme  and  de^medve  fiNf  of  grape-«hot  en  theai  aa  they  t^ 
tttw*  ■    - 

After  the  ftildte  of  the  first  attaek,  the  French  had  lieU^  (tt- 
no  chance  of  aaeeesa  hy  reneHing  it ;  hat  die  offioers,  pertwpa 
aahamed  oi  the  fidkire  of  sndi  boaated  troops^  endeavonted' 
repeatedly  to  hriag  Ihem  baek  to  charge  lihe  a^rnarea';  bnt 
they  coold  only  be  bro«|^t  to  paas  between  them,  and  tocttd* 
thain ;  tiiey  even  penetrated  to  onr  second  Mae,  where  they 
cat  down  aome  Mra^^lers  md  artOkry  difrers^  who  were 
with  the  limhera  and  ammunition  waggons.  They  charged 
ihe  Bdgian  squares  in  the  second  Kne^  Irith  no  better  sndcess, 
and  upon  aoaae  heaty  Dntdi  eatalry  lAiowing  themaeWts^ 
they  80D|i  reliEed. 

If  the  enemy  suppoaed  us  in  retreat^  then  sudi  an  attadfc^ 
of  cavalry  nt^ht  hare  led  to  the  most  important  resolts ;  but 
by  Attaining  so  usdessly  in  our  positton^  and  passing  and 


1  The  cavalry  teme  up  to  one  ot  the  sqttares  at  a  trot,  and  appeared  to  be 
laa^4g  baek  aa  tf  expecting  oiir  fire  r  they  clofeed  round  two  sides  of  it,  having  a 
ftoDt  of  seventy  or  «i|^  men,  and  cane  so  close  to  one  aoglo,  that  th«y  ap^ 
peared  to  try  to  reach  over  the  bayonets  with  their  swords.  The  aqnases  wen 
gencnily  formed  four  deep,  rounded  at  the  angles ;  on  the  approach  of  the  ca- 
valry two  files  fired,  the  others  reserving  their  fire;  the  cavalry  then  tuned,  and 
it  is  not  easy  to  believe  how  few  fel],-«nly  one  officer  and  two  men ;  no  doubt 
many  wen  wowided,  but  did  not  fall  from  their  horses.  Many  squares  fired  at 
the  distance  of  thirty  paces,  with  no  other  eflbct.  In  Act,  our  Croope  find  toa 
high,  which  must  have  been  noticed  by  th«  most  casual  observer. 

t2 
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*  A»;  m  aMHli  ao,  tfi«v  heBofe  the  end  «r  Hie  tekoD, 
wfain  tiiey  niglit  bOTe  ten  af  9rMt  iiie»  «i^ev  is  the  aM^ 
aa  in  uttwwinfl  Aa  nefaaat,  they  wtre  newiy  dctioyBi.1  The 
(polf  ideriiitage  whidi  appeaeed  to  letolt  £^ 
IB  01B  {Maition,  fiaa  pravMthig  the  9m  fif  ow  IP^ 
'  lapMaajdyahaftCTJHBijafeiTOiaiiiaaal^ 
4artodfliMiiidie£»aQ0«riittack.  %•  fatting te of AeiQ^ 

iHo  the  koVoir  gaowid,  tonawv  ^Aienaebres^  Hhe  ««tiHi^7«ii» 
iMreaipmiit  Aheir  «»9%  aiiAMog  i»  4hin^ 
WKr«oiii|dat»lr  intolh^ipaUfgF^  apaiih^ 
aeemed  to  make  gaps  in  them  as  they  re-foraied  to  repeat  tb^ 
MNdta«aexpei)4itiure.eflw^  HadJ^nasaparteheei^'neai^the 

fytm,  2ie  purefy  wo)d4  im»  w^sf^mf^  ^^m^  ^^^^9^ 
kM  \mt  i(ro^«.  fwkei,  the  9ttMfc  9f  Misrobir  ^  ^  V^^s 
i»m^  to  he  iKysmuiApd  foif  ]iy  aiWP«wg  «ib^  9^^M^  mKf'^ 
tein  i»tM^(  tn  Mi  h«i|io«te9^  aviaflhpR)ielf^)^ 
^ilF^rlia  artiUiM^  to  iB«ke  an  iiB^^ 
JiA&l^«MiiQ|to»tt4(^,  ii9li%4  alwaya  h^jso  y$  euatom»  others 
^•se  it  988  not  mm^  bimuX  ^  .th^  #iiy^onity  he.poir 
maad  j  an4  k  yWiliefMwgibisenwi^  i^iib  a  eoy^m^  vM^> 
AfM»  what  he  h^il  ^pri$»mL  at  Qu^re  Br«s,  4^u]4  ;»at  lie 


.1  «hv^eep,?«4,MMi;ti|r^jM^yJ(W^)VQ«ghtup^^ 
lery,  our  squares  must  have  given  way.  This  would  no  doubt  have  been  prefer- 
able ;  but  then  oui  reserve  and  cavalry  would  have  been  mored  lannud  to  elMfck 
Hb^^mvixr,  «a4^«  WMW  wwW*wsipi#«*ly^PW?¥d*?!»tt^k^  iH^  in- 
fcHtey,  Jhfi  VOfimy  had  tri^  to  bring  $vafB  with  the  Attacking  coluipns,  pn  our 
left,  early  in  the  day ;  the  consequence  was,  that  the  horses  were  killed  befbre 
tliey  iMd  advaaee^  Ar,  so  that  they  oovdd  ttot  foUow  tfaenofveneoN  of  the  ,^- 
^PS,m^  were  left  behind.  AwpaOer  MteiKH^twas  made  in  tt^  ^uthof  F]ran«e» 
in  the  attack  of  Lord  Hill's  corps  on  the  Nive  >  the  guns  were  harnessed,  so  a» 
toriknrthem  to  fire  as  they  advaneed,  but  the  honea  were  soon  killed  or  dis- 
»b^,  and  the  giuu  were  abfuidoned  when  the  attack  was  repulsed. 

'«  This  was  what  Marmont  ha4  done  at  the  Aripiles,  at  the  battle  of  Sailamatt- 
ca;  and  for  which  he  suffered  sp  sevexeljr. 
VOL.  IX.  i 
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nMde  too  Mon.^  Imt  tlMticWMi 
ihat  tke  Cminsrien  of  Krilenuo,  SOOa  in  I 
leqiiondyovdeKdIbrwaKdtoiiiMBln&tiiepoihioii.  Aadr«t 
11.196  and  157,  LiV.  is.  he  allBiro  tiukt  the  OnaidM».4fc 
<dbenkf-  and  Dragooni  of  the  G«ud,  wfaidi  woe  in  tmenm, 
adtanced  without  oidera ;  tet  he  wot  to  veeatt  timi,  faat^  m 
they  wete  afavady  engaged,  any  tetrogiade  UHiveaieitt  wooid 
liien  haire  heen  dangerous.  Thus,  every  attack  of  the  eneay 
had  heen  repubed,  and  a  severe  Iom  inflicted.  Tiie  inilaenee 
this  must  have  had  on  the  ''morde"ofeadi  army,  was  much 
hi  ftivonr  of  theBritbh,  and  the  prohahiiity  of  auooeas  on  ihe 
fNfft  of  the  enemy,  wa»oonae(inetttly  dininiihed  fimn  that  pe- 

The  enemy  now  aeemed  to  eonoentrate  thor  artiUery, 
purtieuhorly  on  the  left  of  the  Genappe  chanssee,  in  fnmt  of  La 
Bdle  Alliance,  and  oomm^oed  a  heavy  fire  (a  large  {n-oportion 
of  hit  guna  were  19  pounden,)  on  that  part  of  oar  line  eztend- 
hig  ftom  behind  La  Haye  Sainte  towards  Hougomont.  Oar 
fnianfry  dieltered  thteselvea,  By  lying  down  behind  the  ridge 
of  the  rising  ground,  and  bore  it  with  the  most  heroic  pati- 
'ence.  Several  of  our  guns  had  been  disabled,  and>anany  ar- 
tinery*men  killed  and  wounded,  so  that  ihia  fire  was  acarcdy 
returned,  but  when  the  new  point  of  attack  was  no  long^ 
doubtftd,  two  brigades  were  barougbt  finom  Lord  Hill's  covps 
on  the  right,  and  were  of  most  essential  service. 

It  may  hoe  be  proper  to  consider  the  sitaation  of  the  Pnu- 
nan  army,  and  the  aaustanoe  they  had  rendered  up  to  this 
time,  about  six  o'clock. 

The  British  army  .had  sustained  several  severe  attacks, 
which  had  been  all  repulsed,  and  no  advantage  of  any  conse- 
quenoe  had  been  gained  by  the  enemy.  They  hii^  possessed 
part  of  the  wood  and  garden  of  Hougomont,  and  La  Haye 


>  MttSUDg,  p.  rt,  says,  after  this  attack,  which  he  statei  to  be  at  ibur  o^doek, 
*«  La  bataiUe  avolt  iM  tres  sanglante,  inaia  il  n*y  avoit  point  de  danger  poar 
:  ranye  Aoflalia."    He  sayi  U  was  thm  0Te  d'ckwk. 
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Siiiite,  wliicli  letter  tfarey  Were  vnlkble  to  oeeu^.  Not  a  square 

hail  been  broken,  abaken,  or  oUiged  to  retire.    Our  infontry 

eontiiMied  to  dismay  tbe  same  obstinacy,  the  aaihe  eo(A,  eakn- 

laUng  eosfldtfnoe  in  tbemadves^  in  their  commander,  and  ia 

iknkt  offiom,  ivhidi  had  covered  them  with  glory  in  the  long 

juod  srdiioua  war  in  the  PetHnsola.    From  the  limited  extent 

Of  the  field  of  battle,  and  the  tremendoas  fire  their  columiis 

were  exposed  to,'  the  loss  of  the  enemy  could  not  hare  been 

less  than  15,000  killed  and  wounded.    Two  eagles,  and  SdOO 

prisoners,  had  been  taken,  and  their  cayalry  nearly  destroyed. 

We  still  occupied  nearly  the  same  position  as  we  did  in  the 

morning,  but  our  loss  had  been  severe,  perhaps  not  less  ihan 

10,000  killed  and  wounded.  Our  ranks  were  further  thinned 

by  the  numbers  of  men  who  carried  off^the  wounded,'part  of 

whom  never  returned  to  the  field ;  the  number  of  Belgian 

and  Hanoverian  troops,  many  of  whom  were  yoiing  levies, 

that  crowded  to  the  rear,  was  very  considerable,  besides  the 

number  of  our  own  dismounted  dragoons,  together  with  a 

proportion  of  our  infantry,  some  of  whom,  as  will  always  be 

found  in  the  best  armies,  were  glad  to  escape  ftom  the  flfeld. 

These  thronged  the  road  leading  to  Brussels,  iii  a  manner 

that  none  but  an  eye-witness  could  have  believed,  so  that 

perhaps  the  actual  force  under  the  Duke  of  Wellington  at 

this  time,  half  past  six,  did  Hot  amount  to  mbre  than  S4,000 

'  men.i   We  had  at  an  early  hour  been  in  communication  with 

some  patrols  of  Prussian  cavalry  on  our  extreme  left.    A 

Prussian  corps,  under  Bulow,  had  marched  trorh  Wavre  at 

an  eiirly  hour  to  manoeuvre  on  the  right  and  rear  of  the 

French  army,  but  a  large  proportion  of  the  Prussian  army 


»  See  Muffling,  3«,  who  mikeg  the  iramlMr  amoniit  to  10.000,  and  th«e  is  Kt- 
tt«  doubt  but  that  he  iicowect.  A  regiment  of  affied-cavatey^wlioieuiiifctra  re- 
lemUed  the  French,  havhig  fled  to  BniMeb.  an  alann  «?«**«>«*  ^  f^^J 
weMataegateiu  Numbew  of  those  who  had  quitted  the  Add  of  l»ta«.and,-^ 
thetrath  be  ipoken.-Engliahmen  too,  fled  firom  the  town,  and  never  halted  until 
they  raaehad  Antwerp'    This  fact  U  too  weU  attested  to  be  doubted. 
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were  Still  en  Uie  heig^  ftbove  Wane,  aAer  tile  mUmi  ImI 
cetnmeiioed  at  W^terioo.^  The  etaie  «)f  ^e  nNdh,  mA  4fae 
itmoenie  tnin  of  ertfikry  ikejr  «viM»  deliiaed  JM0iy% 
torpi  for  a  renmrlEably  long  time,  ^bitj  had  ndt  men  «bn 
twelve  or  fourteen  milei  to  nanlL  M  mb  o'cloeiEi^^ie  «riU 
TMleed  gnani  of  tiiiis  eorpe  was  disovreicd  by  the  ¥mAi 
tboai  two  o^dodc  ^le  patrels  of  Bnlow^s  49ei^  wese  dieeo- 
vered  from  part  of  our  position,  llie  Freadi  detached  some 
li^t  eavafay  to  observe  *liieaB>  wbidi  was  the  only  diwEBLon 
that  had  taken  place  np  to  this  tiaae.  Athalf  past  &m, 
Blucher  bad  joined  in  person  Billow's  coi|i%  at  which  tiflM 
two  brigades  of  infanlay  -and  some  eavalry  were  detached  to 
act  on  the^ht  of  the  ¥^renob.9  He  was  safar  froBi  the  right 
of  the  French,  that  his  fire  of  artillery  was  too  distant  to  pro- 
duce any  efi^t,  and  was  chiefly  intended  to  give  us  notice  of 
his  arrivaL*  It  was  certainly  past  five  o'clock  before  the  fire 
of  the  Prusdan  artillery  s  was  observed  from  our  position ;  and 
it  soon  seemed  to  cesse  altigether.  It  aii^ears  they  bad  ad- 
vanced, and  obtained  some  success,  but  were  afterwards  dri- 
ven back  to  a  considerable  distance  by  the  French,  who  soit 
a  corps  under  Gener^  Lobau.to  keep  them  in  check.''  About 
half  past  six,  the  1st  Pmssian  corps  came  into  communication 
|vUh  our  extreme  left  ne»  Ohain. 

The  e£RM:tive  state  of  the  several  armies  n»y  be  oonaidexed 
to  be  as  follows  :— 

The  army  under  the  Duke  of  Wellington  amounted,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  oampafgn,  to  7^,000  men,  including 
every  description  of  force,'  of  which  nearly  (10,000  were  Eng- 


1  Muffling,  S9.  At  fouro'olodc*  faejayvb  *'  Un'^voitpasencoie  ittiu  unhomme 
de  cette  arm^e.** 
8  Ste  Scndt'i  I>ettei  to  Gmuehy,  dated  fifom  the  field  of  tettle^t  one  o'ekMdc. 
a  See  Mufflbig,  p.  SO,  «l,  iwar  Frkbcnnoiit.  «  nild*  p.  31. 

A  Bvlow'a  eoi|M. 
6  Uv.  ix.  IM.    Bttonapaite  aaya  it  was  seven  o  dock  when  Lobau  repulsed 


7  Of  these,  about  1^700  were  cavalry. 
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lUi,.iirlk0]Hnif«GMBMl48itil-  OnrlopiaiQiicbrpBm 
anKHEUnted  to  4500  killed  «a4  iifQiuided>  wbkh  xnditoed  ibe 
asHjIo  70>dO&»c9;  of  these  4xmt.d4>000  w<Qr^««to«Uy  ai^ 
pgpni  at  WaterifiQ^  «l)out  39>009  were  eompocwi  of  Bntiah 
tiQop^  w  Ib0  JKu^V  Ctonan  Lcgm^  ioeladii^  cay^«  in- 
fimtry^  and  artillery  ;  tbe.zemawd^r^  undttr  Priivso  Frederic^ 
toek  m  9iit  in  tbe  «(ti<Ni^  )mi  .oorfved.tb^  i^^roacli  tofima- 
•ds  fi^eo)  Nifettcmj  and  wwve  station^  in  tbe  neighbourhood 
ofHdle^  The  FvesLch  fwee  baa  been  YarioHflly  etated>  and  it 
is  Itot  ea^  to  fonvi  a  yery  aceurate  8tate]»eiit.of  their  strength. 
Batly  gji^Yea  i%  at  127»000 ;  that  is  the  number  whidi  erosaod 
iheftontiera.  Liv.^  ix.  p.  60,  it  ia  given  at  1^>Q00«  Goiir« 
gaad  redaeee  it.  to  U4>000;  of  these,  S1>000  were  caTalry, 
and  they  hni  360  gunSf  l^t  us,  however,  take  the  etatanent 
luilir.iz*,  andflay> 

t22,om> 
S^^09    Deduct  left  at  CharlMoi.  Liy.  ix.  m*^ 


116^700  ' 

10^3^50  >  Loss  at  Qnatre^Bras  wd  Ligny>  Liv.  ix.  100, 

jM.i    .1  ■'!/     and  106. 


106,350 
3,S0O  1  Left  at  Lagny.  (Grouphy,  p.  8.)  Liv.  ix.  193 ;  this 
->      is  stated  at  3000. 


103,158 
32,000    Witb  Grouchy.  (Grouty,  p.  8.) 

71,150  Engaged  at  Waterloo. 
This  number,  however,  is  certainly  underrated ;  and  there  is 

1  Liv.  ix.  193.    This  force  is  stated  "  ik  5000  hommes." 
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lilie  dMM  but  BmmiigKhehMit^yMmtii^4df$^990  mm  \ 
hit  imoMdiaCe  eommand  on  ^e  18^  June.' 

Buonaptrte^  Liv.  ix.  l^,  117,  Btetai  Hi*  Plfuwiim  force  cod^ 
c^ntrated  at  Wvne  to  be  75,000  mea.  Gvoii^y,  p. »,  aaloes: 
it  95,000.  It  is,  howevor,  genflKiUy  uaderilood  that  tiwgr  hid 
not  aboTe  70,000  with  the  army  at  Wavte. 

It  nftiy  be  neceinry  here  to  refbr  to  the  opefirtioiia  of  Ae' 
corps  under  Groachy,  who  woe  detached  in  pozsoit  of  the 
Prussians.  It  appears,  that  at  \2  o'doek  on  the  17thy  Buo- 
naparte was  ignorant  of  the  direction  the  Pmasian  anay  hid 
taken.3  It  was  generally  supposed  that  it  was  towards  Na- 
inur.  At  that  hour,  Buonaparte  ordeted  Ghronehy,'  with 
98,000  men,  to  foUow  them.  As  the  tloops  were  mudi  scaU 
tered,  it  was  three  o'clock  before  they  were  in  movement,  and 
they  did  not  arriTe  at  Gembloux  before  the  night  of  the  17^^ 
when  Grouchy  informed  Buonaparte  of  the  direction  the 
Prussian  army  had  taken.  He  discovered  the  resr-gnaid  of 
the  Prussians  near  Wavre  about  twelvo  O'doek  on  the  18th, 
and  at  two  o'clock  he  attacked  Wavre,  which  was  obstinately 
defended  by  General  Thielmann,  and  succeeded  in  obtaining 
possession  of  a  part  of  the  Tillage.  By  the  gallant  defence  of  this 
post  by  General  Thielmann,  Grouchy  was  induced  to  believe 
that  the  whole  Prussian  army  was  before  him.  Blucher,  how« 
ever,  had  detached  Bolow's  corps  (4th)  at  an  esrly  hoar  upon 
Chapelle-Lambert,  to  act  on  the  rear  of  the  Frendi  army. 
The  movement  of  this  corps  was,  however,  much  ddayed  by 
a  fire  which  happened  at  Wavre,  and  by  the  bsd  state  of  the 
roads ;  so  that  they  had  great  difficulty  in  bringingrttp  the 
numerous  artillery  they  carried  with  this  corps,  which  pre* 


>  Muffling,  p.  58,  mentions,  that  Buonaparte  stated  to  some  general  officer  on 
the  morning  of  the  18th,  that  he  had  75,000  men,  and  the  English  only  5O«000. 
Liv.  ix.  193,  by  taking  Buonaparte'g  own  account  in  this  part  of  the  book,  upon 
calculation  it  wiU  be  seen  that  he  there  aUows  that  he  had  upwards  of  74*000. 

»  Grouchy,  13.  a  Grouchy,' 
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twmxk  ■ttielcMig  ^joMmf  k^nre  half  ptst  four 
q'diiek.1 

33it  9i  PnwBnn  eorpB.  m vdied  upon  ChapeUe-Lambert 
and  Jjume ;  and  at  a  later  period  of  the  day^^  the  lat  oorpt 
iBOTed  in  the  dixeetion  of  Ohun.  The  3d  corps  was  also  to 
have  supported  the  ith^and  2d  corps.  Blucher  was  not  aware 
of  ^e  laq«e  force  under  Grouchy  who  attacked  the  3d  cbrps> 
at  it  was  piepariiig  to  ]ea:ire  Wavre  ;  and  obliged  it  to  take  up 
a.paiiliMi  mi  the  Dyle^  between  Liwale  and  Wwibb,  where  he 
aftemaida  ordered  it  to  maantain  itself  as  well  as  it  could. 

l^e  Sritish.  army>  at  tliis  eventful  period  of  the  clay> 
anwiinted  to  about  34^000  men>  (allowing  lO^OOO  killed  and 
woundccU  and  10»000  more  who  had  left  the  field  ;)3  18,000  of 
wkpoi  wereJSng^ish.  The  enemy  may  have  had  about  45,000 
imnediately  opposed  to  U8>  allowing  20,000  killed,  woimded, 
and  taken  prisoners ;  and  10,000  men  detached  to  act  sgainst 
du  Fmssiaiis. 

The  assisferaoe  of  the  Prussians  lisd  been  expected  at  an 
eariy  hour,^  whieh  had  indueed  Lord  Wellington  to  accept  a 
battle ;  so  iJiat  the  ^Mtish  army  had  to  bear  the  whde  brunt 
of  the  action  for  a  much  long^  period  than  was  calculated. 
Lord  Wellington,  however,  showed  no  anxiety  as  to  the  re- 
sult. The  corps  of  Jjoftd  Hill,  se?^!al  Belgian  battalions,  and 
a  considerable  pmrtum  of  the  cavalry,  had  been  little  ^ngsged. 
He  knew  ihe  troops  he  had  under  his  command,  and  seemed 
oonfident  to  be  able  to  maintain  his  position,  even  if  the  Pru8« 
aians  did  not  arrive  before  night.  The  army  was  not  aware 
of  their  appcoaeh,  nor  did  he  think  k  necessary  to  animate 
Ibeir  exertions  by  this  intelligence.   Buonaparte,  on  the  ocm- 


"  1  See  Muffling,  S2,  81,  69:  Goiugaud,  pp.  98  and  99,  says  it  was  half  past  four 
when  General  Dumont  informed  Buonaparte  of  their  arrival. 

>  Lib.  ix.  168, 169,  Buonaparte  makes  Bulow's  attack  after  suns^ 

3  See  Muffling,  3f. 

*  Muffling,  62,  says,  it  was  hoped  the  Prussian  army  could  have  attacked  at 
.t|vo  o*ck)ck,  but  that  it  was  half  past  four  before  a  cannon  was  fired  by  them. 
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trary,  tfaoi%||ftt  prapfer  to  ivMe  li»  immfim§  avirite  «Ciyi 
troops,  even  of  his  Gwgde,  who  lad  not  yet  been  c  n£;ifliij  fcy 
seodiiig  Ilk  •idD-de*csDqp  Libedof «R;to  iaiinn  tl^^ 
were  about  to  adnme»»i  Unit  OnNMb]^  hdl  joined  tbwr  tj^t 
flank,  Mul  effls  deceived  Ney  Inintolf  bgr  this  Uw  iiiMi** 
genoe. 

The  above  detaU  haa  been  antetod  into  ftr  the  pnrpoee  o£ 
ahowing  the  stale  of  tfaa  amies  towwJb  the  doaaof  the  day. 
Buonaparte  was  how  liwarA  «f  the  powtrfnl  divenioift  ^ 
Prussians  were  about  to  aahe>  bniai  the  sine  time  aeena  to 
have  imagined  that  Oroiudiy  itontd  be  idde  to  patafyaa  their 
movements.  He  thereiiBie  rasolveit  to  mike  ft  last  deepsnte 
effort  to  break  the  oetitte  ^  the  Biiliah  itmyiitid  coxy  tiisir 
position  before  the  altidc  of  tl»  ftonisna  c(toUl  tske  eftei. 

The  Imperial  Gnard  had  bewk  kept  initoimn»  and  had  hssp 
for  soine  tine  Ibttned  on  Uie  hisights  cKl«ndiDg  frona  La  Belle 
Alliance,  towsida  Hongomopt,  which  sapporfeed  their  kit 
flink.    They  had  not  yet  been  «n«li0Bd. 

About  seven  o'doek  Ihey  idvaneed  in  tivo  wlhmma,^  te- 
ving  four  battalions  in  keservob  They  were  OMtmandiid  by 
Key,  who  led  theok  on*  At  the  tame  lime»  ibej  pushed  en 
some  light  troops  in  the  direction  of  La  Haye.  The  advance 
of  these  cdnmns  of  the  Guards  Wii  Ai^ported  by  a  besvy  fii« 
of  artillery.  Our  infuitij^  who  had  been  peslsd  on  the  re- 
verse of  the  hi]l»  to  besheltoBed  fioa  the  fire  of  the  gma, 
were  instantly  moved  Ibrward  by  Laid  Weillii^;toB.  Geaml 
Maitiand's  brigade  of  Goardst  and  General  Adam'a  biogide^ 
(^ad  and  71st  icghnelits^  end  9Sth  riika,)  iMi  thk  fttanida- 
Ue  attack.  Tli^  w«ie  flailoed  by  two  brigades  of  artilkc|i» 
who  kept  up  a  destructive  fire  on  the  advancing  colunnia. 
Our  troops  waited  for  theiriqiproach  with  iheir  Aafactfflrktfc 
cQohiess^  until  they  were  withn  a  abort  distaaoe  of  our  ]ine» 


1  Ut.  ii,  167.  Nty*!  leltBr. 

»  See  Uxi  WeUiagtotfi  di vetdiei. 
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UvMlMiMetedfii^i^MliMfB.  The  tine 

•^nr  jp«M  1^  l0ad^  nddMB  advmnedd  and  dred>  ta  tlukt  their 
fim  li«v«r  ocMed  finr'a  ilMi&eiit«  TbeFietich,  headed  by  ihdi 
gdknl  kadesy  atill  adMw0d>  notwith^tiOidiiig  the  aeYere  losa 
they  0iiataiiied  by  tlaa  irey  ^hioh  apparently  seemed  to  check 
AmswmvimaA  They  Irarc  itoir  ^thiir  about  fifty  yards  of 
our  lineit  ^^»ea  they  atteaiipted  ia  degkiy^  ht  order  to  return 
iSb»1km  0«r  Une  sptiearkL  to  he  doaiiikg  round  them^  They 
csold  sotj  howvtneri  deploy  under  aiuh  a  fire;  and  from  the 
nemeai  tbey  ceased  to  adTanoe>thebrdiance  of  suebess  was 
onrar.  Th^  mxrw  foraied  i  confiised  ttiass,  and  at  kst  gate 
wmjf  retiring  in  the  utmost  oonfUsion.  They  were  imme* 
dlaH^y  pwaoed  by  the  light  troops  of  General  Adam's  brt« 
eade^  Thia  decided  the  battle»  The  enemy  had  now  exhaust- 
ed his  means  of  attadc.  He  had  8tt]l>  howerer^  the  four  bat« 
talJeiiBer  the  Old  Guard  in  reserve.  Lord  WdUington  imme- 
diately  ordered  the  i^hcde  line  to  advance  tp  attack  their  po- 
aition*  Ue  eneiny  were  already  attempting  a  retreat.  These 
hattidiona  ftraied  a  tf^uare  to  cover  the  i^treat  of  the  flyiqg 
eohimni^  fimked  by  a  jG6w  gttn%  andenpported  by  some  light 
camdryi  (red  lancers)* 

The  first  Prusaian  corps  had  now  joined  our  extreme  left. 
They  had  obtakled  possessfon  of  the  village  of  I^a  Haye>  dri* 
ving  out  the  Fvendl  light  troopa  who  occupied  it.  Bulow^ 
with  tiie  fourth  corps^  had  tame  time  previous  to  this  made 
an  vnlaueoeasM  attaek  upon  the  village  ai  Planchenoit>  in  the 
year  ef  the  etmnf'B  right  wing^  and  bemg  joined  by  the  se« 
aond  0Qfepa>  (Pir^^)  inB  again  advancing  to  attai^  it.^  In 
kie  aaeantime^  the  square  of  the  Old  Guard  maintained  itself^ 
the  guM  en  its  flank  firing  tspcm  our  light  cavdry^  who  now 
and  diitatened  to  tarn  their  flank-    Qur  light 


»  Gneisnau  says,  it  was  half  past  men  o'clock  before  Piich's  con»  airived, 
■^ee  Blucher*8  ditpatehes. 
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tnwpt  wen  dote  on  tbdr  ficMit^  «id  ov  wbolt  Hiiv  ttdt«»» 
dag,  when  ibis  body»  ibA  «^  elite/'  and  now  the  011I7  liepe  •T 
€he  enemy  to  coyer  their  retamty  and  sawe  tlieiv  amj^  gftv« 
way^  and  mixed  in  the  general  conftHionand  nwit,  abandim- 
ing  their  cannon  and  all  their  materiel.  It  waa  now  neatly 
dark.  Bolow,  upon  being  joined  by  Pkeb'a  corpB,  again  aU 
tadttd  Flanchenoit,  which  he  tamed;  and  then  the  enemy 
abandoned  it  He  immediatdy  advanced  txmavda  AeQ^ 
nappe  chauaid^y  and  dosed  roand  the'r^t  of  the  FrcBd^V 
driving  the  enemy  before  liim,  and  angraendag  their  ttmSa^ 
sioB.  His  troops  came  into  the  high  road,  ordianas^  near. 
Matson  du  Boi>  and  Blucher  and  Wellington  having  met- 
about  the  same  time  near  La  Belie  Alliance,  it  was  rsaolved 
to  pursue  the  enemy,  and  give  him  no  tune  to  ri^y.  The- 
leas  of  the  Prussians  on  the  18th  did  not  esoesd  800  meB» 
l%e  brunt  of  the  action  was  chiefly  sustained  by  the  troopa 
of  the  British  and  King's  German  Legion,  as  their  laaa  will 
show.  In  stating  ^bis,  it  must  be  allowed,  that  mndi  anppcart 
was  afforded  by  the  other  isontingents ;  but  they  wan  diiefly 
raw  levies,  newly  raised,  who  could  not  be  depended  upon  in* 
a  situation  of  importance.  Some  behaved  ill,  as  is  publidy 
known.  None  were  in  the  first  line,  except  the  Nassau  troopa 
at  Hougomont,  and  some*on  our  extreme  left.  They  woe 
placed  in  (he  second  line,  and  in  the  valley  bdiind  the  first 
line,  and  on  the  right,  at  Braine  la  Leude.  They  had  geae» 
rally  been  formed  with  the  British  brigades  of  ^  dilfereBl 
divisions,  (in  the  manner  Lord  Wellington  foimd  so  adva»« 
tageotts  with  the  Portuguese  troops);  but  theae  arrangemeBta 
had  just  been  made.  The  difibrent  brigades  in  a  diviskm  had 
not  any  knowledge  of,  or  confidence  in,  eadi  other.  Maay 
battalions,  particularly  some  Belgian  troopa,  in  the  lear  of  ^ 
first  line,  stood  with  firmness  against  the  Frendi  cavalry,  and 
drove  them  back.  They  suffered  more  severely,  perhaps,  than 


Liv.  IX.  p.  169. 
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tbertfitiiiii^  ftom  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artifl^,  and  at 
t^  doie  of  the  adion^  adyanced  in  support  of  the  first  line 
wiA.  greatrsteadiness  and  r^ularity . 

The  Prasaians,  who  had  made  only  a  short  march  during 
the  day,  pursued  the  enemy  with  such  vigour^  that  they  were 
uuMe  to'raUy  a«angle  hattalion.  The  British  army  halted  on 
the  field  of  battle/  They  once  attempted  to  make  a  show  of 
resistance  at  €renappe,  where,  perhaps,  if  they  had  had  a  chief 
to  direct  them,  Aey  might  have  maintained  themselves  un« 
tft  dag^jf^t,  the  situation  of  the  village  being  strong ;  this 
ra^thave  given  them  the  means  of  saving  at  least  the  sem^ 
blaace  of  m  army.  The  second  Prussian  corps  was  after* 
waids  detadied  to  intercept  Grouchy,  who  was  not  aware  of 
the  result  of  the  battle  until  twelve  o'clock  next  day.  He 
had  succeeded  in  obtaining  some  advantage  over  Greneral 
Thidmcmi,  and  g6t  possession  of  Wavre.  He  immediately 
retreated  towards  Namur,  where  his  rear-guard  maintained 
themselves  s^nst  all  the  efforts  of  the  Prussians,  who  suf- 
fexed  severely  in  their  attempt  to  take  the  place.  This  ser* 
ved  to  cover  his  retreat,  which  he  executed  with  great  abili- 
ty, keeping  in  a  parallel  line  to  Blucher,  and  having  rallied 
many  of  the  fugitives,  he  brought  his  army  without  loss  to 
Paris.  He  had  been  considered  as  lost,  and  Ills  army  made 
prisoners ;  this  belief  was  a  great  cause  of  the  resignation  of 
Buonaparte ;  otherwise,  with  this  army  he  could  have  muster* 
ed  70  or  80,000  men ;  with  the  fortifications  and  resources  of 
Piffis,  which  was  sufficiently  secure  against  a  coup-de-main, 
it  is^DOt  likely  he  would  have  so  easily  submitted  without  an- 
other  struggle,  after  the  brilliant  defensive  campaign  he  had 
made  the  preceding  year.  The  great  central  depots  of  Paris 
.and  Lyons  gave  him  great  advantages,  as  is  well  shown  in 
the  introductory  chap.,  Liv.  ix.  and  p.  181.  Th^re  are  al- 
ways some  turns  of  fortune  in  the  events  of  war ;  he  might 
at  least  have  made  terms.  The  southern  and  eastern  parts  of 
Prance  were  certainly  in  his  favour ;  he  and  bis  army  had  been 
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wen  reoehted  diere  onlfa  ftvrweelu  beAve.  Ibftt  aniiy^  and 
a  great  p^irt  of  the  popiilation^  would  siffl  lia^e  been  ^jhA  to 
make  sacrifices  to  endeavour  to  m«tlabHrii  the  raHied  Itasbn 
of  Mb  anna.  At  leasts  the  honour  of  fiiBing  swoid  in  hand 
was  in  his  power. 

Theltitne  of  the  arrival  and  co-operation  of  the  Vnaaauf, 
has  been  variously  stated.^  The  above  ac(ftmnt  is  perhaps  » 
near  the  truth  as  can  be.  The  French  writera  make  it  at  an 
early  hour,  to  account  more  satisfiurtorily  for  their  defeat 
The  PruMians  also  make  it  somewhat  earlier  than  was  actual* 
ly  the  case,  in  order  to  participate  more  largely  in  die  honours 
of  die  day.  Their  powerful  assistance  has  been  acknowlied* 
ged  to  its  full  extent.  They  completed  the  destruction  of 
the  French  army,  after  they  had  faQed  in  all  their  attadca 
against  the  British,  which  continued  upwards  of  seven  hours, 
after  iheir  cavalry  had  been  destroyed,  thiSr  Imperial  Guards 
driven  back,  and  eagles  and  prisonera  tdcen,  and  whoi  their 
means  of  further  attack  may  be  considered  as  ea^usted.  The 
British  army  had  sufifered  severdy^  and  was  not  in  a  state  to 
have  taken  great  advantage  of  the  retreat  of  the  Frendi.  But 
its  safety  was  never  for  a  moment  compromised,  and  no  cal- 
culation could  justify  the  idea,  that  we  would  have  been  so 
easOy  defeated  and  driven  from  our  position,  but.  diat  the 
enemy  would  have  been  so  much  crippled,  that  he  could  not 
have  taken  much  advantage  of  our  reverses.  Even  in  such 
a  case,  the  arrival  of  the  Prussians  must  hure  obliged  him  to 
have  retured.  Muffling  has  observed,  that  the  bold  movement 
of  Blucher  on  the  18th  has  not  been  suiBcientiy  appreciated.^ 


lUT.iz.  says  it  WM  eleven  O'ekKkwhn  the  Pniflriaaijotawd.  fikmigaud  ind 
llontholoii  copy  tbis.  The  letter  from  SouU  to  Groudiy  dated  half  gut  one  &- 
clock,  stating  that  they  were  hiformed  by  a  prisoner  of  Bulow's  march,  and  that 
they  tliouf^  they  discorered  Ms  advanced  posts  at  that  hour,  completdy  cootia- 
«ctothis.    Liv.iz. 

'  MuflBing.  p.  61.    "  U  ne  s'agit  pas  die  savoir  ce  qu'im  general  ordinaire  ait< 
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Ijt  was  bold  Mid  masterljf .  Even  when  he  was  told  that  Groii« 
chy  was  in  his  rear  with  a  large  force^  his  plans  were  not 
shaken,  though  this  might  have  somewhat  retarded  his 
movements.  The  skilfdl  veteran  knew  that  it  was  on  the 
field  of  Waterloo  where  the  fate  of  the  day  was  to  be  decided^ 
and  if  even  Gnmchy  had  attacked  BuIaw's  eorps>  there  was 
nolldng  to  prevent  the  first  and  second  corps  from  joining 
the  British  army  by  Ohain.  Gssttohy  eould  only,  at  farthest, 
kam  checked  the  third  and  lourth  corps.  Hhsie  canaot  be  ji 
nuMnent's  doubt  of  the  anxiety  and  externa  of  the  Pnftsaians 
to  assist  on  the  18th.  The  cordiality  and  friendship  cf  the 
Prusisians  have  been  felt  and  acknowledged  by  «very  officer 
who  has. had  occasion  to. visit  Prussia  suhs^|ueiHly ;  ihis  has 
been  particulaiiy  the  case  with  the  miJdi»ry» 

This  short  campaign  «f  ^'  Hours"  was  a  jow^  operation* 
The  hoDows  must  be  shased.  On  ihe  16th,  the  Prussians 
tfbught  at  Ligny  under  die  praonse  of  our  co-opem^oo,  which 
«oiild  not,  hosirever,  be  glwn  .to  the  extent  k  was  wished 
CUT  hoped.  On  the  18th,  Lord  Wellington  iw^ht  at  Wa^- 
loo,  on  the  promise  of  the  early  assistance  o£  the  Pms- 
aians,  which,  though  unavoidably  dek^ed>  was  at  last  jgiven 
with  an  effect,  which  p^h^is  had  never  before  been  wit* 
nessed.  The  finest  Army  Wrmo^  ei^,  sawi  commai»ded  bj  the 
igp»8test  and  •bleat  of  l^flhiefibceaa^  to.e|is(ya^ima.n^ 
went  the>de8|iny  isf  ^urepe  was.rtiapged. 


loit  Mt ;  mm  une  nouvelle  de  celte  nature  auroit  pu  entrainer  le  general  le  plus 
distingue  k  prendre  des  precautions^  •u  la  resolution  dechaBgerfrtRjmiwvlfOu- 
feuM  en  simple  deoMOitfatSon.'* 
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No.  IX. 
BUONAPARTE'S  PROTEST. 

Folume  IX.  p^n^  fi9. 

* 
^'  Je  proteste  solenneliement  i<^,  a  la  faoe  du  Ciel  et  da 
faommei^  oontre  la  vioknoe  qui  m'est  faite,  contre  la  Tiflla- 
tion  de  mes  droits  les  plus  Bactes,  en  diapoMntpar  k  fofee 
4e  ma  peraonne  et  de  ma  liberie. 

**  Je  sois  venu  librement  a  bord  du  Belleroplion  ;  je  ne 
muB  point  prieoniiier ;  je  suis  I'hdte  de  TADgletene.  J'y  suis 
▼enu  a  Tmstigatioii  meme  du  Capitaine,  qui  a  dit  avoir  des 
ordxes  du  GouTemement  de  me  reoevoir>  et  de  me  eonduire  en 
'  Angleterre^  avec  ma  suite^  si  oela  m'^oit  agr^ble.  Je  me 
•018  presents  de  bonne  foi  pour  venir  me  mettre  sous  la  p«H 
teetion  des  lois  d'Angleterre.  Aussitot  assis  a  bord  du  Belle-i 
ropbon,  je  Ais  sur  le  foyer  du  peuple  Britannique.  Si  le 
Gouvemementj  en  donnant  des  ordres  au  Capitaine  du  BeUe« 
rophon,  de  me  recevoir  ainsi  que  ma  suite,  n'a  youlu  que 
'  tendre  une  embiicbe,  il  a  forfait  k  Thonneur^et  fletri  son  pa- 
vilion. Si  cet  act  se  oonsommoit,  ee  seroit  en  vain  que  ks 
Anglais  vondroient  parler  A  TEiiTope  de  leur  loyante,  de  leurs 
kiz,  et  de  leur  liberty.  La  M  Britannique  /y  trouvera  per-' 
due  dam  fhospitplUe  du  Bdkropkon.  J'en  appelle  k  Vbis- 
toire ;  eOe  diia  qu'un  ennemi,  qui  fit  vingt  ana  la  guenre  aux 
peoples  Anglois,  vint  librement,  dans  son  infortune,  cbercfaer 
on  asQe  sous  ses  loix.  Quelle  plus  dclatante'preuve  pouvait« 
H  Ini  donner  de  son  estime  et  de  sa  confiance  ?  Mais  com- 
ment repondit-on  en  Angl^terre  4  une  telle  magnanimity  ?— 
on  feignit  de  tendre  une  main  bospitali^re  k  cet  amemi,  et 
quand  il  se  fut  livr^  de  bonne  foi,  on  Timmola. 

(Sign^        "  Napoleok. 
"  A  lord  du  BeUerophon, 
4  AotU  1815.** 
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TRANSLATION. 

*'  I  hereby  solemnly  protest^  in  tlie  face  of  Heaven  and  af 
men^  against  the  violence  done  me,  and  against  the  violatum 
of  my  most  sacred  rights,  in  forcibly  disposing  of  my  peiaoB 
and  my  liberty. 

^'  I  came  voluntarily  on  board  of  the  Bellerophon ;  I  am 
not  a  prisoner— I  am  die  guest  of  England.  I  came  on  boaid 
even  at  the  instigation  of  the  captain,  who  told  me  he  had 
orders  from  the  government  to  receive  me  and  my  suite,  and 
conduct  me  to  England,  if  agreeable  to  me.  I  presented  my- 
self with  good  faith,  to  put  myself  under  the  protection  of  the 
'  English  laws.  As  soon  as  I  was  on  board  the  Bellerophon,  I 
was  under  shelter  of  the  British  people.  If  the  government. 
In  giving  orders  to  the  captain  of  the  Bellerophon  to  receive 
me  as  well  as  my  suite,  only  intended  to  lay  a  snare  for  me, 
it  has  forfeited  its  honour,  and  disgraced  its  flag.  If  this  aet 
be  consummated,  the  English  will  in  vain  boast  to  Europe 
their  integrity,  their  laws,  and  their  liberty.  British  good 
faith  will  be  lost  in  the  hospitality  of  the  Bellerophon.  I  ap- 
peal to  history ;  it  will  say  that  an  enemy,  who  for  twenty 
years  waged  war  against  the  English  people,  came  voluntarily, 
in  his  misfortunes,  to  eetk  an  asylum  under  their  laws. 
What  more  brilliant  proof  could  he  give  of  his  esteem  and 
his  confidence  ?  But  what  return  did  England  make  for  so 
much  magnanimity  ? — They  feigned  to  stretch  fbrth  a  friend- 
ly hand  to  that  enemy ;  and  when  he  delivered  himself  up 
in  good  faith,  they  sacrificed  him. 

(Signed)       "  Napoleon. 
<«  On  hoard  ihe  BeUerophon^ 
Aih  Augutt  1815." 

We  have  already,  in  the  text,  completely  refuted  the  pre- 
tence that  Buonaparte  was  ensnared  on  board  the  BeUao- 
phon.    Every  cxpresdon  of  Captain  Maitland  went  to  ^s- 
•wn  any  authority  to  ttetx  with  Napoleon,  or  grant  him  een- 
14 
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ditionBof  any  kind;  nor  could  he  say  move  wlien  his  private 
opinion  was  demanded,  then  that  he  had  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose thai  Ni^eon  would  be  ill  received  in  England.  This 
was  in  presence  of  Captain  Sartorius  and  Captain  Gamfaier, 
tetfa  of  whom  Captain  Maitiand  appealed  to  in  support  of  h» 
•fealament.  We  do  not,  however,  feel  it  too  mndi,  on  Ihe 
present  occasion,  to  copy  the  letters  which  pasoed  betwixt 
Lord  Keith,  on  the  one  hsnd,  andCi^tain  Maitiand,  Captain 
temios,  and  Captnn  -Gambler,  9n  the  other. 

'*  Toniktntj  si  anchor  uniir  Berr^kmd, 

"  Sim, 
u  c^mnt  Las  Cases  having  this  momiBg  stated  to  me,  that 
he  understood  from  you,  when  he  was  on  hocid  lh«  3d]e- 
mphon  in  Basque  Boads,  on  a  mission  from  General  j^uons- 
parte,  dist  you  were  authoriaed  to  xmm^  the  Quaifn^  and 
his  suite  on  board  flie  ship  you  commands  lor  iBonveyanoe  to 
JKngiand;  and  that  yon  assured  \mxi,  at  tbtsfame  tiioe^  that 
both  the  Generai  and  his  BuHe  would  be  wfill  feoMved  them ; 
9ml  am  to  refMt  for  my  infcanatian  ffieh  oha^rvaftions  as  yon 
may  conaider  it  necessary  to  laate  i|pMl  tfieseassevtioiis. 

^  Yisur  moat  obadiflat  hwnble  serfji^t, 

7  KaiTH,  Adnural* 


''  H.  M,  S.  Bellerophon, 
Plymmh  S<mn^y  9^  AugufJ^  J181&. 
"  My  Lord, 
'^  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
letter  of  jnotfterdsy'a  li^/ JofjWPW  we  that  ^pu^t  J^^Cases 
hniatatoi  to  gpen,  thaahe  had  ^k^deratoo^^^VW  vpn^fW^^^he 

iioii^)am4l«itialiB«anapaBltf  i\9Mw^  a^iO^iariped  lA )^ 
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edve  the  General  and  hii  aoite  on  boaid  the  ship  I  oommand* 
fyr  ft  ooDveyalice  to' England ;  and  that  I  assured  him^  at  the  ^ 
same  time,  that  hoth  the  General  and  his  suite  would  he  well 
reodved  there ;  and  directing  me  to  report,  for  your  Lord* 
diip's  information,  such  observations  as  I  may  eonsider  it  ne« 
eessary  to  make  upon  these  assertions.  I  shall,  in  conse* 
qnence,  state,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  the  whole  of  the 
transaction  that  took  place  l^tween  Count  Las  Cases  and 
me,  on  the  14th  of  July,  respecting  the  embarkation  of  Ka« 
poleon  Buonaparte,  for  the  veracity  of  which  I  beg  to  refer 
your  Lordship  to  Captain  Sartorius  as  to  what  was  said  in 
the  morning,  and  to  that  officer  and  Captain  Gambier  (the 
Myrmidon  having  joined  me  in  the  afternoon)  as  to  what 
passed  in  the  evening. 

"  Your  Lordship  being  informed  already  of  the  flag  of 
trace  that  came  out  to  me  on  the  10th  of  July,  as  well  as 
of  everything  that  occurred  on  that  occasion,  I  shall  conflne 
myself  to  the  transactions  of  the  14th  of  the  same  month, 

'^  Early  in  the  morning  of  that  day,  the  officer  of  the  watch 
informed  me,  a  schooner,  bearing  a  flag  of  truce,  was  ap-> 
proaching :  on  her  joining  the  ship,  about  seven  a.  m.  the 
Count  Las  Cases  and  General  L'AUemand  came  on  board, 
when,  on  being  shown  into  the  cabin.  Las  Cases  asked  me  if 
any  answer  had  been  returned  to  the  letter  sent  by  me  to  Sir 
Henry  Hotham,  respecting  Napoleon  Buonaparte  being  aUow« 
ed  to  pass  for  America,  either  in  the  frigates  or  in  a  neutral 
vessel*  I  informed  him  no  answer  had  been  returned,  though 
I  hourly  expected,  in  consequence  of  those  dispatches.  Sir 
Henry  Hotham  would  arrive ;  and,  as  I  had  told  Monsiens 
Las  Cases  when  last  on  board,  that  I  should  send  my  boat 
in  when  the  answer  came,  it  was  quite  unnecessary  to  have 
sent  out  a  flag  of  truce  on  that  account : — ^there,  for  the  timey 
the  conversation  terminated.  On  their  coming  on  boa^d,  ( 
had  made  the  signal  for  the  Captain  of  the  Slaney,  Ij^eing  de« 
sinitts  of  having  a  witness  to  all  thi^t  might  pass. 

'<  After  breakfast  (durkg  which  Captain  SariQritt«  Qsmfi 

VOi:«.  IX.  k 
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on  boaid)  we  retind  to  Uw  after^cabin^  wlioi  Motltienr  Lm 
Cases  beg^  on  the  nine  snl^ect,  and  said,  '  The  Emperor 
was  80  anxious  to  stop  the  further  effiudon  of  blood,  that  he 
would  go  to  America  in  any  way  the  En^h  GoTernmeni 
would  sanction,  either  in  a  neutral,  a  disarmed  frigate,  or  an 
English  ship  of  war/  To  which  I  replied,  '  I  have  no  aa^ 
thority  to  permit  any  of  thoee  measures ;  but  if  he  chooaes  to 
come  <m  board  the  ship  I  command,  I  think,  under  the  ordns 
I  am  acting  widi,  I  may  venture  to  reoeire  him,  and  cany 
him  to  England ;  but  if  I  do  so^  I  can  in  no  way  be  answers 
able  for  the  reception  he  may  meet  with :'  (this  I  repealed 
several  times:)  when  Las  Cases  said,  '  I  have  little  doubt, 
under  those  circomstances,  that  you  Will  see  the  Emperor  oa 
board  the  Bellerophon.'  After  some  more  general  oonvers»« 
tion,  and  the  above  beii^  frequently  repeated.  Monsieur  Las 
Cases  and  General  L'AUemand  took  their  leave ;  and  I  aasw 
your  Lordship,  that  I  never  in  any  way  entered  into  condU 
tions  with  respect  to  the  reception  General  Buonaparto  was 
to  meet  with  ;  nor  was  it  at  that  time  finally  arranged  diat 
he  was  to  come  on  board  the  Bellerophon.  In  the  course  ef 
conversation.  Las  Cases  asked  me,  whether  I  thought  Buona- 
parte would  be  well  received  in  Enghmd?  to  which  I  gaiQ 
the  only  answer  I  could  do  in  my  situation—'  Tluit  I  did  not 
at  all  know  what  was  the  intention  of  the  British  Govemmeiiti 
but  I  had  no  reason  to  suppose  he  would  not  be  well  reoeiv8d.r 
It  is  here  worthy  of  remark,  that  when  Las  Casea  came  on 
board,  he  assured  me  that  Buonaparte  was  then  at  Rochefoti^ 
and  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  go  there  to  report 
ihe  oenversatlon  that  had  passed  between  us,  (this  I  can 
prove  by  the  testimcmy  <tf  Captain  Sartorius,  and  the  fiist 
lieutenant  of  this  ship,  to  whom  I  spoke  of  it  at  the  time,) 
wMeh  statement  was  not  foci  ;  Buonaparte  never  having  quit* 
ted  Isle  d'Aix,  or  the  fHgates,  afkr  the  ad. 

"  I  was  therefore  much  surprised  at  seeing  Monsieur  Las 
Cases  on  board  again  before  seven  o'clock  the  same  evening; 
and  one  of  the  first  qucetione  I  put  to  him  was,  whedier  he 
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had  been  tt  tUNsbetot?  He  ttnmet^,  tbet^  ott  vetorniiig  !• 
Ilie  d'Aix,  he  found  that  Napoleon  had  arrived  tbeie. 

*'  Moneieur  Las  Cases  then  presented  to  me  the  letter 
Count  Bertrand  wrote  conoeming  Buonaparte's  intention  to 
OMne  on  board  the  riiip^  (a  copy  of  which  has  been  transmiu 
ted  to  your  Lordship  by  Sir  Henry  Hotham ;)  and  it  was  not 
tiU  then  agreed  upon  that  I  should  receiTC  him ;  when  either 
Monsieur  Las  Cases,  or  General  Gourgaud  (I  am  not  posi* 
tire  which,  as  I  was  employed  writing  my  own  dispatches,) 
wrote  to  Bertrand  to  inform  him  of  it  While  paper  was  pre* 
paring  to  write  the  letter,  I  said  again  to  Monsieur  Las  Cases, 
*  You  wiU  recollect  I  have  no  authority  for  making  conditions 
of  any  sort'  Kor  has  Monsieur  Las  Cases  ever  started  sudi 
an  idea  till  the  day  before  yesterday.  That  it  was  not  the 
feeling  of  Buonaparte,  or  the  rest  of  his  people,  I  will  give 
itrong  proof,  drawn  ftom  the  conversations  they  have  held 
with  me. 

«'  As  I  never  heard  the  subject  mentioned  till  two  days  ago^ 
I  diaU  not  detaQ  every  conversatiott  that  has  passed,  but  eon« 
fine  myself  to  that  period. 

"  The  night  that  the  squadron  andiored  at  the  back  of 
Berry-head,  Buonaparte  seat  for  me  about  ten  r«  m.  and  said 
he  was  informed  by  Bertrand,  that  I  had  received  orders  U> 
remove  him  to  the  Northumberlaiid,  and  wished  to  know  if 
Hist  was  the  case ;  on  being  told  that  it  was,  he  requested 
^t  I  would  write  a  letter  to  Bertrand,  stating  I  had  such  oru 
ders,  that  it  might  not  appear  he  went  of  his  own  accord,  bitt 
that  he  had  been  forced  to  do  so.  I  told  him  I  eould  have  ntf 
objection,  and  wrote  a  letter  to  that  effect,  which  your  Lord* 
iMp  afterwards  sanctioned,  and  desired  me,  if  he  required  it, 
to  give  him  a  copy  of  the  order. 

**  After  having  arranged  that  matter,  I  was  going  to  with^ 
draw,  when  he  requested  me  to  remain,  as  he  had  something 
more  to  say :  he  then  began  complaining  of  his  treatment 
in  being  forced  to  go  to  St  Helena :  among  other  things  he 
observed,  <  They  say  I  made  no  oonditiflna:  certainly  I  made 
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conditioiis  with  a  nation  ?  I  wanted  nothing  from  ibem  but 
hospitality^  w  (as  the  ancients  would  express  it)  air  and  wa- 
ter. I  threw  myself  on  the  generosity  of  the  English  nation  3 
I  claimed  a  place  9ur  hurt  foyers,  and  my  only  wish  was  to 
purchase  a  small  estate,  and  end  my  life  in  tranquillity/ 
After  more  of  the  same  (3ort  pf  conyersation,  I  left  him  fof 
the  night. 

*'  On  the  morning  he  removed  firom  the  Bellerophon  to  the 
Northumberland,  heisent  for  me  again,  and  said, '  I  have  sent 
for  you  to  express  my  gratitude  for  your  conduct  to  me,  while 
I  bsTC  been  oq  board  the  ship  you  command.  My  reception 
in  England  has  been  very  different  from  what  I  expected  ; 
but  you  throughout  have  behaved  like  a  man  of  honour ;  and 
I  request  you  will  aocept  my  thanks,  as  well  as  convey  them 
to  the  officers  and  ship's  company  of  the  Bellerophon.' 

"  Soon  afterwards,  Montholon  came  to  me  from  Buomu 
parte  ;  but,  to  understand  what  passed  between  him  and  me, 
I  must  revert  to  a  conversation  that  I  had  with  Madame  Ber^ 
trand  on  the  passage  from  Rochefort. 

"  It  18  not  necessary  to  state  how  th^  conversation  comment 
^,  as  it  does  not  apply  to  the  present  transaction ;  but  she 
informed  me  that  it  was  Buonaparte's  intention  to  present  me 
with  a  box  containing  his  picture  set  with  diamonds.  I  an« 
swered,  '  I  hope  not,  for  I  cannot  receive  it.' — *  Then  you 
will  offend  him  very  much,'  she  said.  *  If  that  is  the  case,' 
I  replied,  '  I  request  you  will  take  measures  po  prevent  its 
being  offered,  as  it  is  j^bsolutely  impoi^bile  I  can  accept  of  it ; 
and  I  wish  to  spare  him  the  mortification,  and  myself  the 
pain,  of  a  refusal.'  There  the  matte;;  dropt,  and  I  heard  no 
more  of  it,  till  about  half  an  hour  before  Buonaparte  quitted 
the  Bellerq^i),  when  Montholon  came  to  me,  and  said  be 
was  desired  by  Buonapar^  to  express  (he  high  sense  he  en- 
tertained  of  my  conduct  throughout  the  whole  of  the  trans^ 
action :  that  it  had  been  his  intention  to  present  me  with  a 
hox  containing  his  pprtrait,  but  that  he  uudcrstood  I  was  de<f 
t^rmioed  not  to  accept  it.    J  said,  '  Placed  as  I  was,  I  fcU  X\ 
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impossible  to  reoeive  a  present  from  him,  though  I  was  high« 
ly  flaltered  at  the  testimony  he  had  borne  to  the  uprightness 
of  my  eondoet  throughout.'  Montholon  added,  *  One  of  the 
greatest  causes  of  chagrin  he  feels  in  not  b^ing  admitted  to 
an  interview  with  the  Prince  Regent^  is,  that  he  had  deter- 
mined to  ask  as  a  £EiTOur,  your  being  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Kear- Admiral/  To  which  I  replilsd^  ^  That  would  have  been 
quite  impossible,  but  I  do  not  the  less  feel  the  kindness  of 
tlie  intention.'  I  then  said, '  I  am  hurt  that  Las  Cases  should 
aay  I  held  forth  any  assurances  as  to  the  reception  Buonaparte 
was  to  meet  with  in  England.' — '  Oh  !'  said  he,  '  Las  Cases 
is  disappointed  in  his  expectations ;  and  as  he  negotiated  the 
affiiir,  he  attributes  the  Emperor's  situation  to  himself:  but 
I  can  assure  you,  that  he  (Buonaparte)  feels  convinced  you 
have  acted  like  a  man  of  honour  throughout' 

'^  As  your  Lordship  overheard  part  of  a  conversation  which 
took  place  between  Las  Cases  and  me  on  the  quarler-deck  of 
the  Bellerophon,  I  shall  not  detail  it ;  but  on  that  occasion, 
I  positively  denied  having  promised  anything  as  to  the  recep« 
tion  of  Buonaparte  and  his  suite ;  and  I  believe  your  Lord- 
ship was  of  opinion  he  could  not  make  out  the  statement  to 
you.  It  is  extremely  unpleasant  for  me  to  be  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  entering  into  a  detail  of  this  sort ;  but  the  unhand- 
some representation  Las  Cases  has  made  to  your  Lordship  Of 
my  conduct,  has  obliged  me  to  produce  proofs  of  the  light  in 
which  the  transaction  was  viewed  by  Buonaparte  as  well  as 
his  attendants. 

"  I  again  repeat,  that  Captain  Gambier  and  Sartorius  can 
verify  the  principal  part  of  what  I  have  stated,  as  far  as  con- 
cerns the  charge  made  against  me  by  Coimt  Las  Cases. 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
"  Your  Lordship's 

"  Most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  Frederick  L.  Maitlanh. 
"  To  the  Right  Hon. 
Viscount  Keith,  G.  C.  B. 
&c.  &c  &c." 
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•'  SUuup^  Ml  Pl^mtmth  S<mndy 
Uth  Aiigu9tt  1815. 
''  Mt  Lo&s^ 
"  I  haire  read  Captaiu  Maitland's  letter  to  your  Lordship, 
of  the  8th  instant,  containing  his  observations  upon  the  as- 
sertions made  on  the  preceding  day  by  Count  Las  Cases;  and  I 
most  fully  attest  the  correctness  of  the  statement  he  has  m^f.^ 
io  far  as  relates  to  the  conversaticms  that  took  place  in  my 
presenoew 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
'*  Your  Lordship's 

"  Most  obedient  humble  servant, 
"  G.  R.  Sartoeius, 

«Capt.o£H.M.S.  Sknay. 

''  To  the  Right  Hon. 
Viscount  Kdth,  G.  C.  B. 

It  happened  that  Captain  Gambler's  attestation  to  the  above 
statement  was  not  in  Captain  Maitknd's  possession  ;  but,  ha- 
ving obtained  a  copy  of  it  from  the  kindness  of  Mr  Meika, 
secretary  to  Lord  Keith,  we  can  supply  this  additional  piece 
of  evidence  to  a  proof  already  so  distinct  in  itselfl 

"  I  have  read  the  preceding  letter,"  Qthat  of  Captain  Mait- 
land,;]  "  and  most  fully  attest  the  correctness  of  what  Cap- 
tain Maitland  has  said,  so  far  as  relates  to  what  occurred  in 
my  presence  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  of  July. 

(Signed)         '^  Robert  Gam  bier, 
'' Captain  ofH.M.  Ship 
"  Myrmidon." 
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Stated  of  Thirmometeb,  as  taken  at  Deadwood,  Isl^iid  of 
St  Hdena,  during  12  Calendar  Months^  viz.  from  Ist  Sept. 
1820,  to  Slst  Aug.  1821^  inclusive. — ^This  condensed  Tiew 
of  the  different  stales  of  the  Thermometer  was  kept  at 
Deadwood,  which  is  just  one  short  mile  fiom  hoagwood, 
and  therefore  expresses  the  exact  temperatiure  of  the  cli- 
mate in  which  he  liTed^-^nilder,  and  more  equahle,  oer« 
tainly,  than  most  in  the  known  world.  In  point  of  mois- 
tore,  Dr  Shortt  is  not  of  opinion  that  St  Helena  diflfers  ma- 
terially fimn  any  other  tropical  idaud  of  the  same  extent 
His  account  of  the  general  state  of  health  among  the  troops 

.    has  been  already  referred  to. 


^ 

rhermometer. 

Rsmikflv 

1 

1 

i 

Sept.  1820, 

66 

64 

62 

Wind  blowing  ftom  S.E. 

Oct.     do. 

68 

66 

62 

Do.         Do. 

Not.    do. 

72 

66 

61 

Generally  S.£.  »days  from  N.W. 

Dec.     do. 

72 

66 

61 

Wind  from  S.E. 

Jan.   1821, 

76 

70 

68 

Do.      Do. 

Feb.     do. 

76 

70 

67 

Do.      Do. 

Mar.    do. 

76 

71 

67 

Do.      Do. 

April    do. 
May     do. 

74 

70 

66 

Do.      Do. 

72 

68 

64 

Do.      Do. 

June    do. 
July    do. 

70 
71 

65 
66 

57 
57 

Generally  S.E.  I  day  westerly. 
Do.             Do. 

Aug.    do. 

68 

64 

62 

Wind  from  S.E. 

(Certified  by)    Thomas  Shoett, 

Physieian  to  H.  M.  Forces,  and 

Principal  Medical  Officer  at  St  Helena. 
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No.  3^1. 

INTERVIEW  BETWIXT  NAPOLEON  BtJONAPAETE  ANII 
HENRY  ELLISi  ESQ.  THIRD  COMMISSIONER  OF 
LORD  AMHESST's  EMBASSY  TO  CHINA. 

Fchtine  IX.  p.  S50. 

Although,  like  others,  I  watf  faioiliftr  with  the  detdh^  of 
Buonaparte's  present  situation,  and  might,  therefore,  he  8up« 
posed  to  have  hecome  saturated  with  those  senthnents  of 
surprise,  which  such  an  extraordinary  rererse  of  forlone  wt& 
calculated  to  excite,— I  must  confess  that  I  could  hoast  but 
little  self-possession  on  entering  the  presenoe  of  a  man,  who 
had  heen  at  once  the  terror  and  wonder  of  the  civitiKed  world. 
The  absence  of  attendants,  and  the  other  drcnmstances  of 
high  station,  did  not  seem  to  me  to  hate  affected  his  indivi- 
dual greatness ;  however  elevated  his  rank  had  been,  his  ac- 
tions had  been  still  beyond  it.  Even  the  mighty  weapcms 
which  he  had  wielded  were  light  to  his  gigantic  strength  ; 
the  splendour  of  a  court,  the  pomp,  discipline,  and  number 
of  his  armies,  sufficient  to  have  constituted  the  personal 
greatness  of  an  hereditary  monarch,  scarcely  added  to  the 
effect  produced  by  the  tremendous,  but  fortunately  Hi-di- 
rected, energies  of  his  mind.  Their  absence,  therefore,  did 
not  diminish  the  influence  of  his  individuality.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  ever  before  felt  myself  in  the  presenoe  of  a  mind 
differing  from  mine,  not  in  degree,  but  in  nature ;  and  could 
have  had  but  little  disposition  to  gratify  curiosity  by  in^- 
ries  into  the  motives  which  had  guided  his  conduct  in  the 
eventful  transactions  of  his  life.  I  came  prepared  to  fisten 
and  recollect,  not  to  question  or  speculate.  Lord  Amherst 
having  {veseuted  me.  Napoleon  began  by  saying,  that  ny 
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jbame  was  not. unknown  to  him ;  that  he  understood  I  had 
heeii  at  Constantinople,  and  had  a  faint  recollection  of  sonie 
peiaon  of  my  name  having  been  employed  in  Russia  I>  in 
reply,  said  diat  I  had  been  at  Constantinople  in  my  way  to 
Persia.  "  Yes/'  says  he,  **  it  was  I  who  showed  you  the  way  to 
that  country.  Bh  fnen,  comment  se  parte  man  ami  ie  Shah  f 
What  have  the  Russians  been  doing  lately  in  that  quarter  ?" 
On  my  informing  him  that  the  result  of  the  last  wa^  had  been 
the  cession  of  all  the  territory  in  the  military  occupation  of 
their  troops,— he  said,  **  Yes,  Russia  is  the  power  now  most  to 
be  dreaded ;  Alexander  may  have  whatever  army  he  pleases^ 
Unlike  the  French  and  English,  the  subjects  of  the  Russian 
enpiie  improve  thebr  condition  by  becoming  s^diers.  If  I 
called  on  a  Frendunan  to  quit  his  country,  I  required  him  to 
abandan  his  happiness.  The  Russian,  on  the  contrary,  is  a 
slave  while  a  peasant,  and  becomes  free  apd  respectable  when 
a  soldier.  A  Frenchman,  leaving  his  country,  always  changes 
for  the  worse,  while  Germany,  France,  and  Italy,  are  all  su« 
pciior  to  the  native  country  of  the  Russians.  Their  immense 
bodies  of  Cossacks  are  also  formidable  ;  their  mode  of  tniveU 
ling  resembles  the  Redouins  of  the  Desert  They  advance  with' 
confidence  into,  the  most  unknown  r^ons."  He  then  related 
the  Ibllowing  instance  of  the  extraordinary  powers  of  vision 
possessed  by  the,Arabsw  When  in  Egypt,  he  took  up  his 
glass  to  examine  an  Arab,  who  was  stiU  at  some  distance. 
Before  Buonaparte  had,  vnth  the  assistance  of  the  instrument, 
ascertained  his  appearance,  a  Bedouin,  standing  near  him,  had 
so  completely  made  him  out,  as  to  distinguish  the  dress  of  the 
tribe  to  which  he  belonged.  ^'  Russia,"  continued  he,  "  has 
still  her  designs  upon  Constantinople.  To  obtain  my  consent  to 
his  projects  upon  Turkey,  was  the  great  wish  of  the  Emperot 
Alexander,  but  in  vain ;  I  told  him  I  never  would  allow  the 
Greek  cross  to  be  added  to  the  crown  of  the  Czars.  Austria 
would  unite  with  Russia  against  Turkey,  on  condition  of  be« 
ing  allowed  to  retain  the  provinces  eondguous  to  her  frontier. 
France  and  England  are  the  only  powers  interested  in  oppo* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Cliv  APPENDIX.      VO.  XI. 

ringtbtiftttoncs;  I  always  felt  diit,  and  ahrays  tapparted 
the  Tints,  altfaoogh  I  hated  ihem  as  barbarians.  IfRtsssia," 
headded,"organiaesPoland,shcwillbciiTe8istible."  Napoleon 
liere  took  a  rapid  view  of  the  military  character  of  tlie  nations 
of  EttTope^  and  withoat  reference  to  what  he  had  jnst  sakLre« 
specting  the  Russians,  declared  the  French  ahd  Eng^sh  wera 
the  only  troops  deserring  notice  for  ll&ar  discipline  and  mo- 
ral qualities.  "  The  Austrian  and  Fraasisn/'  he  said,  «*  were 
much  inferior:  in  fact,  real  strength  and  efficiency  were  oon« 
ined  to  the  English  and  Frendi."  The  remainder  of  his 
harangue  (for  hishabitof  not  waiting  to,  w  indeed  listening 
to  replies,  renders  conversation  an  inappfieabfe  tenn,}  was 
employed  upon  the  present  state  of  Bn^md,  which  he  con** 
sidered  was  most  calamitous,  and  as  produced  by  die  impbliey 
of  mixing  with  continental  allUrs.  The  dominion  of  the  seas, 
and  the  matntmanoe  of  a  monopoly  of  commerce,  he  consi- 
dered as  theonlytrue  fimndation  of  o«r  national  pineperity. 
*'  Whaterer  might  be  the  bravery  (tf  our  troops,  theh*  fimited 
number  would  for  ever  p-erent  us  from  becoming  a  great  mi- 
litary power.  ^  Fous  awsf  Umjcurs  vSire  hrawmre  de9  siiehf, 
maiSy  aveo  quararUeMnqfnUh,wni9n$9ereaifamm$piid$9anee 
mtfttetr^— In  sacri^ing  maritime  aflUrs,  we  were  aetii^  ISke 
Frauds  I.  at  the  batde  €i  F«via,  whose  General  had  made 
an  excellent  disposition  of  his  army ,  and  had  placed  forty-Are 
pieces  of  cannon  (an  unheard-of  battery  at  that  time)  in  a 
rituation  that  must  have  secured  the  victory :  Frauds,  how- 
ever, his  grand  sabre  k  la  main,  placed  himsdf  at  ihe  head 
of  his  gendarmerie  and  household  troops,  between  the  battery 
and  the  enemy,  and  thereby  lost  the  advantage  his  superiority 
of  artiUery  gave  him ;  thtis,"  said  he, ''  seduced  by  a  tempo- 
rary success,  you  are  masking  the  only  battery  yon  possess, 
your  naval  pre-eminence.  While  that  remains,  you  may  blodc- 
ade  all  Europe.  I  well  know  the  effect  of  blockade.  Widi  two 
small  wooden  machines,  you  distress  a  line  of  coast,  and  place 
acountry  in  the  situation  of  a  body  rubbed  over  with  oil,  and 
thus  deprived  of  the  natural  persphration.  I,"Bays  he,  **am  now 
sufTering  in  my  face  from  this  obstruction  to  perspiration,  and 
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Uoekado  tuM  ^  same  efl^  upon  a  nation*  WliathaTeyoa 
gained  by  tb#  war?  you  haye  gained  posseasbn  of  my  person, 
and  had  an  opportunity  (x£  exhibiting  an  example  of  ungene- 
roiwaeaa.  By  placing  the  Bourbons  on  the  throne,  you  hare 
disturbed  the  legitimacy  of  longs,  for  I  am  the  natural  soye* 
reign  of  France.  You  conceived  that  none  but  Napoleon 
could  shut  the  ports  of  Europe  against  you,  but  now  every 
petty  sovereign  insults  you  with  prohibitory  regulations  upon 
your  CQiamtsrce.^L\Jnglehfre  ^t  dSohue  depuia  qu'eSe  «W 
meUe  de»  affijures  du  eontinent^^Yoa  should  have  been  aware 
of  the  advance  I  had  made  towards  die  improvemei:^  of  ma* 
an&ctuxe  throughout  my  empire,  and  secured  the  repayment 
of  your  expenses  during  the  war,  by  a  forced  extension  of 
your  trade.  Who  placed  the  King  of  Fcnrtugal  on  his  throne  F 
Was  it  not  England  ?  Had  you  not,  therefinre,  a  right  to  be  re- 
imbursed, and  that  reimbursonent  might  have  been  found  in 
the  exclusive  trade  to  the  Brazils  for  five  years.  This  demand 
was  rea8onable>and  eould  not,  therefore,  have  been  refused."  I 
jobeerved  that  9udi  a  proceeding  would  not  have  been  conso- 
nant with  our  political  system,  and  that  the  Ejng  of  ^ortaffl, 
.aware  of  this,  would  have  rensted,  the  more  especially  as,  when 
placed  on  the  throne,  he  no  longer  wanted  our  assistance. 
**  The  demand  should  have  been  made  in  the  first  instance,"  said 
he,  "  when  you  might  have  asked  anything ;  but  itis  now  too 
late  ;.  and  you  have  only  to  blame  your  ministers,  who  have 
totally  neglected  the  interests  of  England.  Russia,  Austria, 
Prussia,  have  all  been  gainers;  England  alone  has  been  a 
loser.  Y  ou  have  even  n^ected  that  poor  kingdom  of  Ha- 
nover. Wby  not  have  added  thme  mr  foiur  millions  to  its  po- 
pulation? Lord  Castlereagh,  got  among  the  monarchs,  be- 
came a  courtier,  and  thought  more  of  their  aggrandisement, 
than  the  claims  of  his  country.  Your  good  fortunes,  et  me» 
fauieii  me$  imprudences,  hav^  brought  about  a  state  of  things 
which  even  Pitt  never  dared  to  dream  of;  and  what  is  the 
result?  your  people  are  starving,  and  your  country  is  con- 
vulsed with  riots.  The  situation  of  England  is  moat  curious. 
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She  liwgiin^ftUyftnd  yet  she  is  ruined.  Mieve  Uie  opinioii 
of  ft  msn  accsustomed  to  consider  politiad  subjects  ;  England 
slumld  look  wholly  to  commerce  and  naval  aflHUra ;  she  itetet 
can  be  a  continental  power^  and  iii  the  attempt  must  be  ruined. 
Maintain  the  em^  of  the  tH»,  and  you  may  send  your 
ambassadors  to  die  courts  of  Eur^t^^  aUd  ask  what  you  please. 
The  sovereigns  are  aware  of  your  present  distressed  situatidki, 
and  insult  you."  He  repeated^  **  Forty-five  thousand  m6n 
will  never  make  you  a  military  power ;  it  is  not  in  the  genius 
of  your  nation.  None  but  the  very  dregs  of  the  nation  enlist 
in  your  army  ;  the  profession  is  not  liked."  He  would  not 
listen  to  an  obsovation  respecting  the  great  channel  of  sup^y 
from  the  militia  to  die  line^  which  he  seemed  to  coAfound 
with  the  volunteers. 

NapolAm  continued  his  observations  by  ^yitig,  '^  The  sus- 
pension of  the  Habeas  Corpus  would  not  prove  a  remedy  fo<- 
the  riots ;  people  must  have  food ;  the  stagnation  of  commerce 
diminishes  your  exports^  and  your  manufacturers  are  starving. 
It-is  absurd  to  describe  the  evils  as  temporary.  WeUesley  is 
right  in  that>  the  distress  -is  general^  and  must  be  lasting. 
Stopping  the  evils  by  suspending  the  Habeas  Corpus,  is  8p« 
plying  topical  remedies  when  the  disease  is  in  the  system  : 
topical  remedies  wUl  only  remove  topical  eruption  ;  the  com- 
plaint extends  over  the  whole  body.— There  is  not  a  man  of 
ability  in  the  cabinet  Lord  Chadiam  understood  the  frtie 
interests  of  England  when  he  said, '  If  we  are  just  for  twen- 
ty-fonr  hours,  we  must  be  mined.'  Immefise  extension  of 
ecAnmerce,  odmbined  with  reductions  and  reforms,  could  alone 
kave  prevented  the  present  crisis  in  England.  For  his  p)irt, 
he  wished  that  all  was  tranquil  and  settled,  as  that  wsia  his 
only  chance  of  being  released."  '*  A  large  army/'  he  re- 
marked, '^  was  moreover  inconsistent  with  our  free  constitu- 
tion, to  i/tihich  We  were,  with  reason,  so  much  attadhed."  I 
remarked,  that  the  superior  importance  to  England  of  mari- 
time concerns  was  Ailly  acknowledged  by  our  ministers,  and 
that  they  would  heartily  rejoice  in  being  enabled  to  withdraw 
18 
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t]»e  British  contingent  in  France  (to  whieh  )ie  apenied'to  hart 
alluded) ;  that  the  actual  distress  in  England  arose  from  tlie 
f  jstem  of  public  credit,  by  ivhich  the  war  had  been  sup* 
ported,  and  the  consequences  of  which  were  in  their  nature 
lasting;  that  these  consequences  had  been  anticipated,  a)i4 
were  not,  it  was  to  be  hoped,  irremediable.  "  Yes,"  said 
Napoleon,  "  your  resources  are  great :  but  your  ruin,  from 
persisting  in  your  present  policy,  is  certain.  Your  ministers 
have  affected  generosity,  and  have  ruined  the  country.  In 
this  generosity  you  have  departed  from  the  system  of  your 
ancestors,  who  never  concluded  a  peace  without  gaining,  or 
attempting  to  gain,  somp  advantage;  they  were  steady  mer« 
chantjs,  who  filled  their  purses^  but  you  have  set  up  for  gen« 
Uemen,  and  are  ruined.  Although  the  peace,  on  the  termi« 
nation  of  the  American  war,  was  honourable  to  Fran(:^,  for 
§he  compelled  England  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of 
America,  the  treaty  in  1783  was  fatal  to  French  commerce; 
^d  how  do  you  suppose  that  came  to  be  concluded  ?  The 
French  ministers  were  fully  aware  of  its  iigurious  conse* 
quences,  but  England  threatened  war,  and  they  had  no  money 
to  4efray  the  expenses."  I  understood  Buonaparte  to  say 
that  this  account  was  supported  by  I^emoirs  in  the  Bureau 
des  A^air^  Etrangeres. 

During  the  conversation,  which,  notwithstanding  the  va« 
riety  pf  topics  started,  if  not  discussed,  did  not  occupy  more 
than  half  an  hour,  there  were  frequent  repetitions  of  parti- 
cular expressions,  such  as  "  L'Angkterre  est  dechue;  avec 
4^,000  honimes  vous  ne  serez  jamais  puissance  continenU 
ale"  Buonaparte  never  listened  to  any  reply  naturally 
arising  from  his  observations,  but  continued  his  own  view 
of  the  subject  he  i^as  discussing;  he  seemed  little  studi- 
ous in  arrangement^  but  poured  out  his  ideas  with  a  rapidity 
of  language  almost  equal  to  the  rapidity  of  their  succession 
in  tlie  mind.  Ills  style  upon  political  subjects  is  so  epii- 
grammatic  and  tranchant,  that  in  a  man  whose  actions  had 
pot  been  correspondent,  it  woi^ld  look  lik^  Charla^nerie. 
Buonaparte  must  be  allowed  to  be  eloquent,  and  possesses 
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that  qiedes  of  oratory  wdladiqptod  far  a  popular  a«emlily, 
or  for  influencing  perMiis  already  prepared  to  look  up  to  bim; 
Upon  the  former^  his  point  would  produce  impreasion  ;  and  a 
■ort  o{  oracular  confidence^  in  which  he  abounda,  would  com- 
mand the  conviction  of  the  latter.  Hia  manner,  on  the  whote^ 
was  pleasing,  and  had  a  mixture  of  nroplidty  and  conacioua 
superiority  ivhich  I  never  before  witneaaed.  The  expreaaion  of 
hiacountenance  ia  more  intellectual  than  commanding;  and  hia 
peraon,  ao  far  from  being  overgrown  with  corpulency,  aeema 
fhUy  equal  to  the  endurance  of  the  greateat  exertion.  I  should 
aay  that  he  waa  aa  fit  aa  ever  to  go  through  a  campaign,  and 
that,  considering  hia  age,  he  waa  not  unuauaUy  oorpnient; 
I  have  omitted  to  mention  an  illustration  made  uae  of  by 
Buonaparte,  in  apeaking  of  the  conduct  of  the  Eng^idi  mi- 
niatera  at  the  Congreaa.  ''  Ton  were,"  aaid  he,  '*  like  the 
dog  in  the  fable,  who  dropt  the  piece  of  meat  in  the  w»< 
ter,  while  looking  at  hia  own  image.  You  had  the  commeroe 
of  the  world,  and  you  took  no  precautiona  to  retain  it.  No« 
thing  but  a  great  extension  of  commerce  could  hare  eoaUed 
you  to  bear  your  immense  taxes,  and  you  made  no  effinrt  la 
obtain  it."  Buonaparte  miscalls  Sngliah  namea  and  worda 
more  than  any  foreigner  I  ever  before  heard,  who  had  pre* 
tenaiona  to  a  knowledge  of  the  language  ;  and  notwithstand- 
ing hia  reading,  and  the  attention  he  haa  probably  paid  to 
the  aubject,  he  aeema  little  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  our 
domestic  policy.  Hia  plana,  like  hia  practice,  are  all  deapoU 
ic,  and  are  formed  without  adverting  to  conatitntional  re* 
strictiona. 

In  hia  conversation  with  Lord  Amherst,  he  dwelt  much 
upon  his  present  situati<m,  and  expressed  himself  with  gr^t 
and  unjustifiable  bitterness  respecting  Sir  H.  Lowe.  Lord 
Baihurst's  speech  had  evidently  annoyed  him,  and  he  ex- 
preased  diaappointment  at  the  countenance  such  language 
and  treatment  received  from  Lorda  Sidmouth  and  Liverpod, 
with  whom  he  afiected  to  conaider  himself  aa  having  been 
fnrmerly  on  terma  of  amicable  intercourse.  He  said  audi  a 
man  aa  Lord  ComwaDis  ought  to  have  been  placed  in  Sir  H. 
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Lowe's  sitiift^ri.    It  is  difficult  to  oonceiteany  oomj^laihts 
more  unreasonable^  dian  those  made  by  Buonaparte  of  Sit 
H.  Lowe's  conduct.    There  perhaps  never  was  a  prisoner  sd 
much  requiring  to  be  watched  and  guarded,  to  whom  so 
much  liberty  and  range  for  exercise  was  allowed.    With  an 
officer  he  may  go  over  any  part  of  the  island;  wholly  unolv 
served,  his  limits  extend  four  miles— partially  observed,  eight 
— ftnd  overlooked,  twelve*    At  night,  the  sentinels  certainly 
close  round  Longwood  itself.    The  house  is  small,  but  well 
furnished ;  and  altogether  as  commodious  as  the  circumstan-^ 
ces  under  which  it  was  procured  would  admit*    I  can  only 
account  for  his  petulance  and  unfounded  complaints,  from 
one  of  two  motives,-— either  he  wisheaby  their  means  to  keep 
alive  interest  in  Europe,  and  more  especially  in  England, 
where  he  flatters  himself  he  has  a  party ;  or  his  troubled 
nodnd  finds  an  occupation  in  the  tracasseries  which  his  pre« 
sent  oonduct  gives  to  the  Governor.   If  the  latter  be  the  case, 
it  is  in  vain  for  any  Governor  to  unite  being  on  good  terms 
wiili  him,  to  the  p^ormance  of  his  duty.    Buonaparte,  in 
conduding  the  observations  which  he  thotlght  proper  to  ad- 
dress to  me,  made  a  motion  with  his  hand  10  Lord  Amherst 
for  the  introduction  of  Captain  Maxwell  and  the  gehtlemen 
of  the  Embassy.    They  entered,  accompanied  by  Generals 
Bertrand,  Monthol<m,  and  Gourgaud.    A  drole  under  th^ 
direction  of  the  Grand  Marshal  was  formed,  and  Lord  Am* 
berst  having  presented  Captain  Maxwell,  Buonaparte  said', 
^  I  have  heard  of  you  before— you  took  otA  of  my  fngatet^ 
the  Pauline;  vous  ites  un  nUehanl;  well,  your  government 
can  say  nothing  about  your  losing  the  ship,  for  you  have  ta* 
ken  one  fbr  them  before."    He  observed  of  Lord  Amherst's 
son,  that  he  must  resemble  his  mother,  and  good-humoured*- 
ly  asked  him  what  he  had  brought  from  China,  whether  a 
bonnet  or  a  Mandarin.  He  inquired  of  Mr  M'Leod,  the  sur- 
geon of  the  Alceste,  how  long  he  had  served,  and  if  he  had 
been  wounded ;  repeating  the  question  in  English.    On  Mr 
Abel  being  introduced  as  naturalist,  he  inquired  if  he  knew 
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Sir  JOieph  Bankt^  Mying  that  hit  name  had  always  been  a 
pMsport^  and  that^  even  during  the  wur^  his  requests  had  al« 
ways  been  attended  0.  He  wished  to  know  if  Mr  Abel  was 
%  member  of  the  Royal  Society,  or  was  a  candidate  for  that 
honour.  Buonaparte  appeared  to  be  under  some  erroneoos 
impression  respecting  a  sonjpf  Sir  J.  Banks  haying  gone  on  an 
expedition  to  the  coast  of  Africa.  Mr  Cook's  name  led  him 
natnrally  to  inquire  whether  he  was  a  descendant  ;of  the  ce- 
lebrated Cook,  the  navigator,  adding,  "  he  was  indeed  a  great 
man."  Pr  I^ynn  having  been  presented  as  a  physician,  wasasked 
at  what  uniyersity  he  had  studied  s  '^  AtEdinburgh/'  being  the 
reply;  ''-^h !  are  you  a  Bmnonian  in  practice,  and  do  you 
bleed  and  give  as  much  mercury  as  our  St  Hekna  doctors  ?** 
To  Mr  GriQths,  the  chaplain,  (whom  he  called  Aumoniery) 
he  put  some  questions  respecting  the  state  of  rdigion  in  Clu* 
na ;  he  was  answered,  a  kind  of  Polytheism.  Not  seeming  to 
understand  this  word  spoken  in  £nglisb,  Bertrand  explained, 
PlurtUUe  de  Dtetuv.  ''  Ah,  FluraUH  de  JHeual  Do  they 
believe,"  he  resumed,  '^  in  the  immortality  of  the  soul^" 
'' They  seem  to  ha  ve  some  idea  of  a  future  state,"  was  the  rsfdy* 
He  then  asked  to  what  university  he  belonged ;  and  jokin^y 
said  to  Lord  Amherst,  you  must  get  him  a  good  living  when 
you  go  home ;  adding,  ^*  I  wish  you  may  be  a  prebendary*" 
He  then  inquired  of  Mr  Hayne,  how  and  where  he  had  been 
educated?  On  being  told  that  he  had  been  educated  at  homo 
by  his  fftthor,  he  immediately  turned  away  ;  and  having  now 
said  something  to  each,  he  dismissed  uq. 
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No.  xn. 

BUONAPARTE'S  LAST  WILL  AND  TESTAMENT. 
FciumelX.  p.  331. 

Nafolson. 
This  Uth  April,  1881,  ai  Longwood,  Island  of  St  Helena. 
7%U  U  my  Tesiameni,  or  Act  of  my  last  Will. 

h 

1.  I  DIE  in  the  apostolical  Roman  religion,  in  Uie  bosom 
of  which  I  was  born,  more  than  fifty  years  since. 

2.  It  is  my  wish  that  my  ashes  may  repose  on  the  banks  of 
the  Seine,  in  the  midst  of  the  Frendi  people,  whom  I  have 
loyed  so  well. 

3.  I  have  always  had  reason  to  be  pleased  with  my  dearest 
wife,  Marie  Louise.  I  retain  for  her,  to  my  last  moment,  the 
most  tender  sentiments^I  beseech  her  to  watch,  in  orde^  to 
preserve  my  son  from  the  snares  which  yet  environ  his  in- 
fancy. 

4.  I  recommend  to  my  son,  never  to  forget  that  he  was 
bom  a  French  prince,  and  never  to  allow  himself  to  become 
an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  triumvhrs  who  oppress  the 
nations  of  Europe ;  he  ought  never  to  fight  against  France, 
or  to  injure  her  in  any  manner ;  he  oug^t  to  adopt  my  motto 
— '^  Everything  for  ths  French  people.** 

6.  I  die  prematurely,  assassinated  by  the  English  oligar« 
chy  and  its  *  *  *.  Tlie  English  nation  will  not  be  slow  in 
avenging  me. 

6.  The  two  unfortunate  results  of  the  invasions  of  France, 
when  she  had  still  so  many  resources,  are  to  be  attributed 
to  the  treason  of  Marmont,  Augereau,  Talleyrand,  and  La 
Fayette. 

VOL.  IX.  1 
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I  forgiTe  them— may  the  posterity  of  France  forgif  e  them 

like  me ! 

7. 1  thank  my  good  and  most  excellent  mother,  the  Cardi- 
nal,  my  brothers  Joseph,  Laden,  Jerome,  Pauline,  Caioluie, 
Julie,  Hortense,  Catarine,  E\igene,  for  the  interest  which 
they  have  continued  to  feel  for  me.  I  pardon  Louis  for  the 
libel  which  he  published  in  1820 :  it  is  replete  with  fiOse  as- 
sertions and  falsified  documents. 

8.  I  disavow  the  *'  Manuscript  of  St  Helena,"  and  other 
works,  under  the  title  of  Maxims,  Sayings,  &c.,  which  per- 
sons have  been  pleased  to  publish  for  the  last  six  yesrs. 
These  are  not  the  rules  which  have  guided  my  life.  I  caused 
the  Due  d'Enghien  to  be  arrested  and  tried,  because  that  step 
^as  essential  to  the  safety,  interest,  and  honour  of  the  Trench 
people,  when  the  Count  d'Artois  was  maintaining,  by  his  con- 
fession, sixty  assassins  at  Paris.  Under  similar  circumstan- 
ces, I  would  act  in  the  same  way. 

XL 

1.  I  bequeath  to  my  son,  the  boxes,  orders,  and  other  ar- 
ticles ;  such  as  my  plate,  field-bed,  saddles,  spurs,  chapel 
plate,  books,  linen,  which  I  have  been  accustomed  to  wear 
and  use,  according  to  the  list  annexed  (a).  It  is  my  wish 
that  this  slight  bequest  may  be  dear  to  him,  as  recalling  the 
memory  of  a  fallier^  of  whom  the  universe  will  discourse  to 
him. 

2.  I  bequeath  to  Lady  Holland  the  antique  Cameo  which 
Pope  Pius  VI.  gave  me  at  Tolentino. 

3.  I  bequeath  to  Count  Montholon  two  millions  of  francs, 
as  a  proof  of  my  satisfaction  with  the  filial  attentions  which  he 
has  paid  to  me  during  six  years,  and  as  an  indemnity  for  the 
losses  which  his  residence  at  St  Helena  has  occasioned. 

4.  I  be<|ueath  to  Count  Bertrand  five  hundred  thousand 
francs. 

S*  I  bequeath  to  Marchand,  my  first  valet  de  chambre,  four 
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ihwidffedtlKnMtlidfrtaMt.  -^^ Tbe 'i^ioei which  he  hai  ren- 
dered  to  me  are  those  of  a  friend ;  it  is  my  with  that  he 
shcNild  marry  the  widow;  sister,  or  daughter  of  an  officer  of 
my  Old  Guard. 

6.  Item.    To  St  Denis,  one  hundred  thousand  francs. 

7.  Item.    To  Novarre^  one  hundred  thousand  firanca. 

8.  Item.     To  Pieron,  one  hundred  thousand  francs. 

9.  Item.    To  Archamhaud,  fifty  ihoucand  francs. . 

10.  Item.    To  Cursor,  twenty-five  thousand  firanca* 

11.  Item.    To  Chandellier,  item. 

13.  To  the  Ahhd  Vignali,  one  hundred  thousand  finnoi. 
It  is  my  wish  that  he  should  build  his  house  near  the  Ponte 
noTO  di  Costino. 

13.  Item.  To  Count  Las  Cases  one  hundred  thousand 
francs. 

14.  Item.  To  Count  Lavalette  one  hundred  thouaand 
francs. 

16.  Item.  To  Larrey,  surgeon  in  chief,  one  hundred  thou- 
sand francs. — He  is  the  most  yirtuona  man  I  have  known. 

16.  Item.  To  General  Brayher,  one  hundred  thousand 
francs. 

17.  Item.  To  General  Le  Fevre  Desnouettes,  one  hun- 
dred thousand  francs. 

18.  Item.  To  General  Drouot,  one  hundred  thousand 
francs. 

1 9.  Item.  To  General  Cambrone,  one  hundred  thousand 

francs. 

20.  Item.  To  the  children  of  General  Mouton  Duvernet, 
one  hundred  thousand  firancs*  - 

81.  Item.  To  thfe  children  of  the  brave  Labedoyew,  one 
hundred  thousand  frAUca.  «;u  .. 

83.  Item.  To  the  childiien  of  Gemral  Girard^  killed:  at 
ligny,  one  hundred  thousand  franca.      q| 

28.  Item.  To  the  children  of  Geo^nl  Miuckmk  fn» 
hundred  thousand  franca. 

24.  Item.  To  the  children  of  the  virtuous  Q^vml  Vn^ 
voat,  one  hundred  thousand  francs* 
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thoumd  ftiao. 

96.  Item.  To  Coont  Real^  one  bmidred  thoasand  firanes. 

S7.  Item.  To  Costa  de  Basilica,  in  Corsica,  one  handled 
thoasand  francs. 

9S.  Item.  To  Goocral  Claosel,  one  Inmdred  thoosand 
francs. 

89.  item.  To^SarondelfeMvaUe^onelimdred  thoasand 
francs. 

30.  Item.  To  Amanlt,  ^anatlMNrof  Blarios,  one  hundred 
^tfiousatid  francs. 

91.  Item*  To  Cdonel  Marbot,  one  hondred  thoasand 
francs.  I  engage  him  to  continue  to  write  m  defence  of  the 
l^etry  of  the  Frendi  armies,  and  to  confound  their  caLumnia- 
tors  and  apostates. 

38.  Item.  To  BssonBignen,-one  hundred  thoasand  francs. 
I  engsge  him  to  write  the  history  of  French  diplomacy,  from 
»r99  to  1845. 

83.  Item*    T»  Wogg^  de  Talavo,  one  hundred  thoasmd 


34.  Item.  To  surgeon  Emmery,  one  hundred  thoasand 
francs. 

35.  These  sums  will  be  raised  from  the  six  millions  whidi 
I  d^oeited  on  leaving  Paris  in  1815  ;  and  from  the  interest, 
at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  since  July  1815.  The  account 
wiQ'besetded  with  the  banker  by  Counta  MoBthalott,.Ber« 
trand,  and  Marchand. 

S6.  Whaterer  that  deposit  may  pzodoce  beyond  the  sum 
•f  Htc  million  six  hundred  thooHaid  francs,  which  hare  been 
abof>e  disposed  of,  shall  be  distributed  as  a  gratuity  amongst 
the  wounded  at  the  bsltie  of  Wateifoo,  and  amongst  the  of- 
ieers  and  floldierB  of  the  battriion  of  the  Isle  of  filbai,  accord- 
ng  to  a  scale  to  be  determiiied  mpem  by  M onl&olon,  Ber- 
tnoid,  Diouot,  Cambrone^  and  the  soxgeon  Laney. 

37.  These  legacies,  in  case  of  death,  diaB  be  pud  to  the 
widowt  and  ohiidren,  and  in  dihnk^  such,  shall  r«vert  to 
the  hulk  of  my  propevty. 
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III. 

I.  My  private  domain  being  my  property^  of  which  bo 
French  law  deprives  me^  that  I  am  aware  of^  an  account  of  it 
will  be  required  from  the  Baron  de  la  BouiUerie,  the  trea- 
surer thereof;  it  ought  to  amount  to  more  than  900,000^000 
(^francs  ;  namely,  1.  The  portfolio  containing  the  savings 
which  I  made  during  fourteen  years  out  of  my  dvil  list, 
which  amounted  to  more  than  12,000,000  per  annum,  if  my 
memory  be  good.  2.  The  produce  of  this  portfolio*  3»  The 
furniture  of  my  palaces,  such  as  it  was  in  1824,  including  the 
palaces  of  Rome,  Florence,  and  Turin.  AU  this  furniture  was 
purchased  with  moneys  accruing  from  the  civil  list.  4.  The 
proceeds  of  my  houses  in  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  such  as  mo« 
ney,  plate,  jewels,  furniture,  equipages ;  the  accounts  will  be 
rendered  by  Prince  Eugene,  and  the  steward  of  the  crown, 
Campagnoni.  Napoleon. 

2. 1  bequeath  my  private  domain,  one  half  to  the  surviving 
ofllcers  and  soldiers  of  the  French  army  who  have  fought  since 
1792  to  1815,  for  the  glory  and  the  independence  of  the  nation. 
The  distribution  shall  be  made  in  proportion  to  their  appoint- 
ments upon  active  service.  One  half  to  the  towns  and  districts 
of  Alsace,  of  Lorraine,  of  Franche  Compte,  of  Burgundy,  of 
the  Isle  of  France,  of  Champagne  Forest,  Dauphin^,  which 
may  have  sufibred  by  either  of  the  invasions.  There  shall' 
be  previously  deducted  from  this  smn,  one  million  for  the 
town  of  Brienne,  and  one  million  for  that  of'Meri.  I  ap* 
point  Counts  Monthokm,  Bertrand,  and  Marchand,  the  exe* 
cutorsof  mywilL 

This  present  will,  wholly  written  with  my  own  hand,  is 
signed,  and  sealed  with  my  own  arms. 

(l.  s.)  Napoleon. 
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LuT  (A). 
Affixed  to  my  WiU. 

LoHiunod,  ItiandqfSi  HeUna^  thit  }btM  April,  1821. 
I. 

1.  TIm  consecrated  Yetaels  Tvhieh  have  been  in  uw  at  mj 
cbapel  at  Longwood. 

2.  I  enjoin  tbe  Abbe  Vignali  to  preserve  Uttem,  and  to  deli- 
ver them  to  my  son«  when  he  shall  reach  the  age  of  sixteen 
years. 

II. 
1.  My  arms^  that  is  to  say^  my  sword,  that  which  I  wore 
at  Austerlitz,  the  sabre  of  Sobieaki,  my  dagger,  my  broad 
gword,  my  hanger,  my  two  pair  of  Versailles  pistols. 

3.  My  gold  travelling  box,  that  of  which  I  made  use  on  the 
nboming  of  Ulm  and  of  Austerlitz,  of  Jena,  of  Eylau,  of  Fried- 
land,  of  the  Island  of  Lobau,  of  Moscow,  of  Monmirail. 
In  this  point  of  view,  it  is  my  wish  that  it  may  be  precious  in 
the  eyes  of  my  son.  (It  has  been  deposited  with  Count  Ber« 
tnnd  sinoe  1814.) 

S.  I  charge  Count  Bertrand  with  the  care  of  preserving 
these  olijects,  and  o£  conveying  them  to  my  son,  when  he  shall 
attain  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 
III. 

1.  Three  small  mahogany  hoses,  containing,  the  first, 
ihirty-three  snuff-boxes,  or  comfit-boxes  ;  the  second,  twelve 
boxes  with  the  Imperial  arms,  two  small  eye-glasses,  and  four 
boxes  found  on  the  table  of  Louis  XVIII.  in  the  Tuilleries, 
on  the  20th  of  March,  1815 ;  the  thirds  three  snufi^boxes, 
ornamented  with  silver  medals,  acocMrding  to  the  custom  of 
<the  Emperor ;  and  sundry  articles  fi>r  the  use  of  the  Unlet, 
'according  to  the  lisU  numbered  I.,  II.,  III.  ^ 

9.  My  field-beds,  which  I  used  in  all  my  campaigns* 
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S«  My  field  teteieopew 

4.  My  dressiiig  box,  one  of  each  of  my  iiiii£>rmB,  a  doaen 
of  shirts^  and  a  comi(lete  set  of  each  of  my  dresse^^  and  gene* 
rally  of  everything  used  in  my  toilet. 

5.  My  Wash-hand  stand. 

6.  A  small  clock  which  is  in  my  chamber  at  Longwood. 

7.  My  two  watches^  and  the  chain  of  the  Empress's  hair. 

8.  I  charge  Marchand^  my  principal  valet-de-chambre,  to 
take  care  of  these  articles^  and  to  convey  them  to  my  son, 
when  he  shall  attain  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 

IV. 

1.  My  cabinet  of  medals. 

8.  My  plate,  and  my  Sevres  china,  which  1  used  at  St  He* 
lena.    (List  B  and  C.) 

S.  I  charge  Count  Montholon  to  take  care  of  these  articles, 
and  to  convey  them  to  my  Bon«  when  he  shall  attain  the  age 
of  sixteen  years. 

V. 

1 .  My  three  saddles  and  bridles,  my  spun,  which  I  used  at 
ist  Helena. 

8.  My  fowling-pieces,  to  the  number  of  five. 

S.  I  charge  my  huntsman,  Novarre,  to  take  care  of  these 
articles,  and  to  convey  them  to  my  ion^when  he  shall  attain 
the  age  of  sixteen  years. 

VI. 

1.  Four  hundred  volumes,  selected  from  those  in  my  li- 
brary, which  I  have  been  accustomed  to  use  the  most. 

2.  I  charge  St  Denis  to  take  care  of  them,  and  to  convey 
them  to  my  son,  when  he  shall  attain  the  a^e  of  sixteen  yeiM». 

List  (A.) 
1.  None  of  the  articles  which  have  been  used' by  me  shall 
be  sold  :  the  residue  shall  be  divided  amongst  the  executora 
of  my  will  and  my  brothers. 

9.  Marchand  shall  preserve  my  hair,  and  tause  a  bracelet 
to  be  made  of  it;  with  a  gold  clasp,  to  be  senfto  the  Empresa 

1 
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Marie  Louise^  to  my  mother,  and  to  eadi  of  my  Vrathcta, 
daten,  ne^iewB,  nieoesy  the  car^&ialf  and  one  of  laiger  aze 
fbr  my  aon* 

3.  MarGhandwiUaendonepwrof  mygoidahoo-hiickles  to 
Prince  Joaeph* 

4.  A  amall  pair  of  gold  knee^mcUea  to  Prince  Lncien. 

5.  A  gold  coUar-daap  to  Prince  Jerome. 

Ll8T  (A). 

IiumUmry  of  my  Effheii,wiiM  Mardkmd  miU  take  care  of, 

andemvog  to  n^  Son. 

I.  My  flflter  diCBBing-hox,  thatwhi^  ia  on  my  table^  fur- 
niahed  with  all  ita  utenaiky  razora.  See. 

9.  My  alarm-clock :  it  ia  the  akruMdoek  of  Frederick  II. 
whidi  I  took  at  Potadam  (in  box  No.  III). 

3.  My  two  watdiea  wiUi  the  chain  of  Uie  Empeaa'a  hair, 
and  a  dudn  of  my  own  hair  for  the  other  watch :  Marchand 
will  get  it  made  at  Ftaia. 

My  two  aeala  (one  French,)  contained  in  box  No.  III. 

S.  The  amall  gdd  dock  which  ia  now  in  my  bed-chamber. 

6«  My  waah-atand,  ita  water-jog  and  foot-bath,  && 

7.  My  ni^^table,  that  which  I  naed  in  France,  and  my 
•ilver-iplt  bidet. 

8.  My  two  iron  bedsteada,  my  mattreaaea,  and  my  cover- 
lata,  if  they  can  be  j^reaerred. 

9*  My  three  ailver  decantera,  which  held  my  eau  de  vie, 
which  my  duMaenra  carried  in  the  field. 

10.  My  French  teleacope* 

II.  My  spurs,  two  pair. 

12.  Three  mahogany  boxes.  No.  I.,  IL,  IIL,  containing 
my  anuff-boxea,  and  other  articles. 

13.  A  silver-gilt  perfuming  pan. 
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Bo^  Linen* 

6  Shirts. 

6  Handkerchiefik 

6  Cravats. 

6  Napkins. 

6  Pair  of  silk  stockings. 

6  Black  stocks. 

6  Pair  of  under  stockings. 

2  Pair  of  cambric  sheets. 

2  Pillow  cases. 

2  Dressing  gowns. 

2  Pair  of  night  drawers. 

1  Pair  of  braces. 

4  Pair  of  white  kerseymere  breeclies  and  Tests. 

6  Madras. 

6  Flannel  waistcoats. 

6  Pair  of  drawers. 

6  Pair  of  gaiters. 

1  Small  box  filled  with  my  snuff. 

1  Gold  neck-buckle.  ) 

•  T»  •        ij  1^      V  ^1.1^  >  contained  In  the  little  bojc> 

1  Pair  gold  knee-buckles.         C  no.  iih 

1  Pair  gold  shoe-buckles. 

Chthes* 
1  Unifcmn  of  the  Chasseurs. 
1         Ditto         Grenadiers. 

1  Ditto         National  Guard. 

2  Hats. 

1  Green-and-grey  great  coat. 

1  Blue  cloak  (that  which  I  had  at  Marengo* 

1  Sable  green  pelisse. 

2  Pair  of  shoes. 
2  Pair  of  boots. 

2  Pair  of  slippers. 

6  Belts.  NAPOLtOK. 
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List  (B). 

tinventory  o/tkg  EjffhcU  which  I  lefl  in  potseuum  ofMmuieur 
thi  Comit  de  Turenne, 

1  Sabre  of  Sobiesld.     It  is  by  mistake  inserted  in  List  A. 
It  is  the  sabre  which  the  Emperor 
wore  at  Abookir,  which  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Count  Bertrand. 
1  Grand  collar  of  the  L^on  of  Honour. 
1  Sword,  of  silver  gilt 
1  Consular  sword. 
1  Swoid,  of  steel. 
1  Velvet  belt. 

1  Collar  of  the  Golden  Fleece. 
1  Small  travelling  box  of  steel. 
1        Do.        of  silver 
1  Handle  of  an  antique  sabre. 

1  Hat  of  Henry  IV.  and  a  cap.    The  lace  of  the  Emperor. 
1  Small  cabinet  of  medals. 
8  Turkey  carpets. 

S  Mantles,  of  ciimson  velvet,  embroidered,  with  vests  and 
amall-clothes. 

I  give  to  my  Son  the  sabre  of  Sobieski. 

Do.  the  collar  of  the  Legion  of  Honour. 

Do.  the  sword,  silver  gilt. 

Do.  the  consular  sword. 

Do.  the  steel  sword. 

Do.  the  collar  of  the  Golden  Fleece. 

Do.  the  hat  of  Henry  IV.  and  the  cap. 

Do.  the  golden  dressing-box,  for  the  teeth, 

which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  dentist. 
To  the  Empress  Marie  Louise,  my  lace. 
To  Madame,  the  silver  night-lamp. 
To  the  Cardinal,  the  small  steel  travelling-box. 
To  Prince  Eugene,  the  wax-candlestick,  sUver  gilt. 
To  the  Princess  Pauline,  the  small  travelling-box. 
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To  th«  Queen  of  Naplet,  a  small  Turkey  carpet. 

To  the  Queen  Hortenae,  a  small  Turkey  carpet. 

To  Prince  Jerome,  the  handle  of  the  antique  sabre. 

To  Prince  Joseph,  an  embroidered  mantle,  vest,  and  smalt- 
clothes. 

To  Prince  Lucien,  an  embroidered  mantle,  vest,  and  small- 
clothes. 

Apf  il  I6th,  1821.    Longwood, 

This  U  a  Codicil  to  my  WiU. 

1.  It  is  ray  wish  that  my  ashes  may  repose  on  the  banks  of 
the  Seme,  in  the  midst  of  the  French  people,  whom  I  loved 

so  well.  ,  ,  jx  %* 

2.  I  bequeath  to  Counts  Bertrand,  Montholon,  and  to  Mar- 
chand,themoney,jeweh,pkte,cWna,  furniture,  books,  arms, 

and  generally  everything  that  belongs  to  me  in  the  island  of 

St  Helena.  t.    ji  •     -^ 

This  codicU,  entirely  written  with  my  own  hand,  is  sign- 

ed,  and  sealed  with  my  own  arms. 
',     .X  Napoleon, 

(l.  8.) 

This  is  my  CodieU,  or  Note  ofwy  to*<  W^* 
Out  of  the  setUement  of  my  dvU  Ust  of  Italy,  sudi  as  mo- 
neyjcwels,  plate,  linen,  equipages,  of  ^^^^^J  ^^r^^^^^^^^ 
the  depositary,  and  which  belonged  to  «e,  I  dispose  of  two 
^iUionV  which  I  bequeath  to  my  most  faithful  «ervante.  I 
hope  that,  without  acUng  upon  the  credit  of  any  account,  my 
srEuge;e  Napoleon  will  pay  them  faiOifolly.  He  cannoi 
forgetThe  forty  milHons  which  I  gave  him  m  Italy,  andrn  the 
distribution  of  the  inheritance  of  his  mother. 
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I.  Otttof  thtw  two  mOKons,  I  bequeath  to  Count  Bertraiid 
SOOjOOO  finnciy  of  which  he  will  deposit  100>000  in  the  trea- 
razer's  chesty  to  be  dupoaed  of  according  to  my  diapoaitions 
in  payment  of  legadea  of  conscience. 

9.  Td  Connt  Montholon,  800^000  franca^  of  which  ho  wiU 
depaatt  I00>000  in  the  cheat>  for  the  same  purpose  as  above 
mentioned. 

3.  To  Count  Laa  Caaea,  900,000^  of  which  he  will  deposit 
100^000  in  the  cheat,  for  the  aame  purpose  as  above  mention- 
ed. 

4.  To  Marchand,  100j000>  of  which  he  will  deposit  50,000 
itt  the  cheat,  for  the  aame  purpose  as  above  mentioned. 

5.  To  Count  Lavalette,  100,000. 

0.  To  General  Hogoidorf,  of  Holland,  my  aid-de-camp, 
who  has  retired  to  the  Brazils,  100,000. 

7.  To  my  aide-de-camp^  Corbineau,  50,000. 

Bi  To  my  aide-de-camp.  General  Caffarelli,  fifty  thousand 
francs. 

9.  To  my  aide-de-camp,  Dejean,  60,000. 

10.  To  Percy,  surgeon- in-chief  at  Waterloo,  50,000. 

II.  50,000,  that  is  to  say,  10,000  to  Pieron,  my  maitre 
d'hotel;  10,000  to  St  Denis,  my  head  chasaeor;  10,000  to 
Novane  ;  10,000  to  Cursor,  my  clerk  of  the  kitdien ;  10,000 
to  Archambaud,  my  overseer. 

IS.  To  Baron  Main^valle,  50,000. 

la^  To  the  Duke  d'latria,  son  of  Besai^rea,  fiDty  thousand 
tofranaa. 

li.  To  the  daughter  of  Duroc,  fifty  thousand  francs. 

15.  To  the  cbiMxtn  of  Labed^^re,  50,000* 

M.  To  the  diUdien  of  Mouton  Duvemet,  50,000. 

17^  To  the  children  of  the  brave  and  virtuous  General  Tra- 
voat,  50,000. 

18.  To  the  chil^n  oi  Chartraud,  50,000. 
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19.  To  Gfenenl  Canbrone^  SOfiW. 

20.  To  General  Lefe?Te  I>esiioiielte8>  ^>000. 

21.  To  be  distributed  amongst  such  proscribed  penont«s 
wander  in  foreign  countries,  whether  they  may  be  FrcDdi>  or 
Italian^  or  Bdgians,  or  Dutch,  or  Spanish,  or  inhabituits  of 
the  departments  of  the  Rhine,  at  the  diqiosal  of  my  exeeaturs, 
100,000. 

22.  To  be  distributed  Mliongpt  tfioBe  who  safibrsd  amputa- 
tion, or  were  severely  wounded  Mi  Ligny,  or  Waterloo,  who 
■ay  be  still  living,  acccnrding  to  lists  drawn  up  by  my  execu- 
tors, to  whom  shaU  be  added,  Cambcone,  Larrey,  Percy,  and 
Bmmery.  The  Guard  shall  be  paid  double  ;  thoseof  the  is« 
land  of  Blba,  quadruple  ;  two  hundred  thousand  fxanes. 

Hiis  codicil  is  written  entirely  wiUi  my  own  hand,  sign- 
ed, and  sealed  with  my  arms. 

Napolcon* 

7%i9i9a  third  CodicH  to  my  WiU  of  the  mh  qf  April. 

1.  Amongst  the  diamonds  of  the  crown  which  were  deli- 
vered up  in  1814,  there  were  some  to  the  value  of  five  or  six 
hundred  thousand  francs  not  belonging  to  it,  but  which 
formed  part  of  my  private  property ;  repossession  shall  be  ob- 
tained of  them,  in  order  to  discharge  my  legacies. 

2.  I  had  i»  the  hands  e£  the  hanker  Torlonia^  at  Rome, 
bills  of  exchange  to  the  amount  of  two  or  three  hvndved 
thousand  francs,  the  produce  of  my  revenuea  of  the  island  <^ 
Elba,  since  1815.  The  Sieiff  De  hi  Pemuse,  although  no- 
longer  my  treasurer,  and  not  invested  with  any  character, 
possaisecl  himself  of  this  sum.  He  shall  be  compelled  to  re* 
store  it. 

S.  I  bequeath  to  the  Duke  of  Istria  three  hundred  thou- 
sand francs,  of  which  only  one  hundred  thousand  francs  ahall 
be  reversible  to  hia  widow,  should  the  duke  be  dead  at  the 
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pftyment  of  the  leg/iCf.  It  if  my  wiih>  thonld  then  be  no 
inconyenieiioe  in  it,  tluit  the  dnkemay  marry  Daroc'a  dsngh- 
ter. 

4.  I  beqnetth  to  the  DoebesB  of  Frioul,  the  daughter  of 
Dnxoc>  two  hundred  thousand  firancs :  ahould  the  be  dead  at 
the  payment  of  this  legacy,  none  of  it  shall  be  given  to  the 
modier* 

5.  I  bequeath  to  General  R%and  (to  him  who  waa  pro- 
acribed),  one  hundred  thouaand  finncs. 

6.  I  bequeath  to  Boisnod,  the  intendant  commiaaary,  one 
hundred  thousand  ftancs. 

7.  I  bequeath  to  the  children  of  General  Let»t,  who  waa 
killed  in  the  campaign  of  1815,  one  hundred  thousand 
francs. 

&  These  eight  hundred  thousand  franea  of  legadea  shall 
be  oonaidered  as  if  inserted  at  the  end  of  Article  36  of  my  tea- 
tamenty  which  will  make  the  l^;acie8  which  I  haye  disposed 
of,  by  my  will,  amount  to  the  sum  of  six  million  four  hun- 
dred thousand  francs,  without  comprisbg  the  donations  whidi 
I  haye  made  by  my  second  codicil. 

This  is  written  with  my  own  hand,  signed,  and  sealed  with 
my  arms. 

(l.  6.)  Nafolbok. 

COn  the  outside,  nearly  at  the  centre,  is  written  Q 
This  is  my  third  codicil  to  my  will,  entirely  written  with 
my  own  hand,  signed,  and  sealed  wiUi  my  arms. 

QThe  words  are  intermixed  with  the  signatures  of  Ber- 
trand,  Mentiiolon,  Marchand,  Vignali,  with  their  re- 
spectiye  seals,  and  a  piece  of  green  silk  runs  through 
the  centre.  On  the  upper  left  comer  are  the  following 
directions  Q 
To  be  opened  tiie  same  day,  and  immediately  after  the 
<^Bing  of  my  wilL 

NAF0I.B0N. 
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[[WUh  some  fragmentB  of  the  signatures  of  the  abore* 
named  witnesses.]] 

TWf  S4rA  Aprtt,  1881.     JUmgwood, 

ThU  ii  a/ourth  Codicii  to  my  Testament. 

By  the  dispositions  which  we  have  heretofore  made^  we 
have  not  fulfilled  all  our  obligations ;  which  has  decided  us  to 
make  this  fourth  codicil. 

1.  We  bequeath  to  the  son  or  grandson  of  Baron  Dutheil^ 
lieutenant-general  of  artillery^  and  formerly  lord  of  St  Andr6, 
who  commanded  the  school  of  Auxonne  before  the  Revolu- 
tion,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  francs,  as  a  memento 
of  gratitude  fbr  the  care  which  that  brave  general  took  of  us 
when  we  were  lieutenant  and  captain  under  his  orders. 

8.  Item.  To  the  son  or  grandson  of  General  Dugomier, 
who  commanded  in  chief  the  army  of  Toulon,  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  thousand  francs.  We  under  his  orders  directed 
that  siege>  and  commanded  the  artillery :  it  is  a  testimonial 
of  remembrance  for  the  marks  of  esteem,  of  afl^tion,  and  of 
friendship,  which  that  brave  and  intrepid  general  gave  us. 

3.  Item.  We  bequeath  one  hundred  thousand  francs  to 
the  son  or  grandson  of  the  deputy  of  the  Convention  Gaspar- 
in,  representative  of  the  people  at  the  army  of  Toulon,  for  ha- 
ving protected  and  sanctioned  with  his  authority,  the  plan 
which  we  had  given,  which  procured  the  capture  of  that  dty, 
and  which  was  contrary  to  that  sent  by  the  Committee  of 
Public  Safety.  Gasparin  placed  us,  by  his  protection,  under 
shelter  from  the  persecution  and  ignorance  of  the  general 
officers  who  commanded  the  army  before  the  arrival  of  my 
friend  Dugomier. 

i.  Item.  We  bequeath  one  hundred  thousand  francs  to 
the  widow,  son,  or  grandson,  of  our  aide-de-camp,  Muiron, 
killed  at  our  side  at  Areola,  covering  us  with  his  body. 

6.  Item.  Ten  thousand  francs  to  the  subaltern  officer  Can- 
tillon,  who  has  undergone  a  trial,  upon  the  charge  of  having 
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endetTOored  to  MMUtiiiate  Loid  Wdlii^ittm^  of  whidihe  was 
pronounced  innocent.  CantiUon  had  as  much  right  to  aaaaa^ 
fiinate  that  oUgarchist,  as  the  latter  had  to  send  me  to  perish 
upon  the  rode  of  Bt  Helena.  Wellington,  who  proposed  this 
outrage,  attempted  to  justify  himself  hy  pleading  the  interest 
of  Great  Britain.  CantiUon,  if  he  had  really  assassinated  that 
lord>  would  have  excused  himself,  and  have  been  justified  by 
the  same  motives,  the  interest  of  France,  to  get  rid  <^  a  gene* 
ral,  who,  moreover,  had  violated  the  capitulation  of  Paris, 
and  by  that  had  rendered  himself  req^nsibk  for  the  blood 
of  the  martyrs  Ney,  Labedoyeie,  &c. ;  and  for  the  crime  of 
having  pillaged  the  museums,  contrary  to  the  text  of  the  tr^a* 


6.  These  four  hundred  thonsaad  tenca  shall  be  added  to 
the  six  million  four  hundred  thousmd  of  which  we  have  dis- 
posed, and  will  make  our  legacies  amount  to  six  millioneight 
hundred  and  ten  thousand  francs  ;  these  four  himdred  and 
ten  thousand  are  to  be  considered  as  forming  part  of  our  tes- 
tament, article  36 ;  and  to  fidknr  in  everything  the  same 
course  as  the  other  l^^acies. 

7.  The  nine  thousand  pounds  sterlinp;  which  we  gave  to 
Count  and  Countess  Montholon,  should,  if  they  have  been 
paid,  be  deducted  and  carried  to  the  account  of  the  kgades 
which  we  have  given  to  him  by  our  testament.  If  they  have 
not  been  paid,  our  noteaof  hand  shall  be  annulled. 

8.  In  consideration  of  the  legaey  given  by  our  wiU  to  Count 
Montholon,  the  pensioD  of  twenty  thousand  franes  granted  to 
Ins  wife,  is  annulled.  Count  Montholon  is  ehazgiedtopay  it  to 
her. 

9.  The  administratbn  of  such  an  inheritance,  until  its  final 
liquidation,  requiring  expenses  of  offices,  of  jonmeys,  of  mis- 
siow,  of  consultations,  and  of  tewsoits,  we  expect  that  our 
testamentary  executors  shall  retain  threei  per  cent  upon  all  the 
legacies,  as  well  upon  the  six  million  eight  hundred  thonsaad 
Irancs,  as  upon  the  sums  contained  in  the  codicils,  and  upon 
the  two  mOlions  of  the  private  domauk 

IS 
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10.  Thetmoant  of  liie  tame  thus  letadned,  shall  bedepout- 
ed  in  tlie  bands  of  fttzeamuer,  and  dJaborsed  by  drafts  from 
oar-testanlentary  exeeatonu 

11.  If  the  sums  arising  from  the  aforesaid  deductions  be  not 
anfficient  to  defray  the  exp^ises^  provision  shall  be  made  to 
tihat  e£^ty  at  the  expenseof  the  three  testamentary  executora 
and  the  itreasurer^  each  in  proportion  to  the  l^acy  which  we 
haye  bequeathed  to  them  in  our  will  and  oodicils. 

13*  Should  the  sums  arising  from  the  before-mentioned  sub^i 
tiaetions  be  nuKre  than  neoessary^  the  surplus  shall  be  divided 
amongst  our  three  testamentary  executors  and  the  treasuser, 
in  the  proportion  of  thdr  respective  legacies. 

13.  We  nominate  Count  Laa  Cases,  and  in  default  of  him, 
his  son,  and  in  default  of  the  latter.  General  Droiiot,  to  be 
treasuref. 

This  prestttit  codicil  is  entiriefly  written  with  our  hand* 
rignedj  and  sealed  vdth  our  arms. 

NAroLSoir. 

Tkis24ihqf  April  1821.     Longwood. 
TMt  is  my  CodieUor  Act  of  my  Last  WUL 

Upon  the  funds  riemitted  in  gold  to  the  Empress  Marie 
Louise,  my  very  dear  and  well  beloved  spouse^  at  Orleatis,  in 
1014,  Ae  remains  in  my  debt  two  millions,  of  which  I  dis^ 
pose  by  the  preaent  codicil,  for  the  purpose  of  reeompenaing 
my  most  faithful  servants,  whom  moreover  I  recommend  to 
the  protection  of  my  dear  Marie  Louise. . 

1.  I  recommend  to  the  Empress  to  cause  the  income  cff 
thirty  thousand  francs,  which  Count  Bertrand  posttossed  iii 
the  Duchy  of  Farma»  and  upon  the  Mont  Napoleon  at  Milan, 
to  be  restored  to  him,  aa  well  as  the  arrears  due. 

52.  I  make  the  same  reooipmendation  to  her  with  regard  to 
the  Duke  of  Istria>  Duroc'a  daughter,  and  others  of  my  ser? 
vants  viho  have  continued  faithful  to  me,  and  who  are  al- 
ways dear  tome:  she  knows  them. 

S.  Out  of  the  above-mentioned  two  millions,  I  bequeath 
VOL.  IX.  m 
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three  hundred  duNuand  francBto  Count  Beftrand^  of  ivbich 
be  will  lodge  one  hundred  thouitnd  in  thie  treasiuar't  dkart, 
to  be  employed  in  legacies  of  conacienoey  according  to  my 
dlflpositions. 

4.  I  bequeath  two  hundred  thousand  to  Count  Montho- 
lon,  of  which  he  will  lodge  one  hundred  thousand  in  the 
treasurer's  chesty  fbr  the  same  purpose  as  abore-mentioned. 

5.  Item.  Two  hundred  thousand  to  Count  Las  Cases^  of 
which  he  will  lodge  one  hundred  thousand  in  the  treasurer's 
diest,  for  the  same  purpose. as  abore-raentioned. 

6.  Item.  To  Marchimd  one  hundred  thousand,  of  which 
he  will  place  fifty  thousand  in  the  treasurer's  chesty  for  the 
•tmepoqioee  as  aboTe-mentioned. 

7.  To  Jean  Jerome  Levie,  the  mayor  of  Ajacdo  ai  the 
commencement  of  the  Revolution,  or  to  his  widow,  children, 
or  grandchildren,  one  hundred  thousand  francs. 

8.  To  Duroc's  daughter,  one  hundred  thousand. 

9.  To  the  son  of  Bessieres,  Duke  of  Istria,  one  hundred 
thousand. 

10.  To  General  Drouot,  one  hundred  thousand. 

11.  To  Count  Layalette,  one  hundred  thousand. 

12.  Item.  One  hundred  thousand ;  that  is  to  say,  twenty- 
five  thousand  to  Pi^ron,  my  maltre  d'h6tel;  twenty*five  thou- 
sand to  Novarre,  my  huntsman ;  twenty-five  thousand  to  St 
Denis,  the  keeper  of  my  books ;  twenty-five  thousand  to  San- 
tini,  my  former  door-keeper. 

13.  Item.  One  hundred  thousand ;  that  is  to  say,  forty 
thousand  to  Planta,  my  orderly  officer ;  twenty  thousand  to 
Hebert,  lately  housel^eeper  of  RambouOlet,  and  who  belong* 
ed  to  my  duumber  in  Egypt ;  twenty  thousand  to  XAvign^, 
who  was  lately  keeper  of  one  of  my  stables,  and  who  was  my 
Jockey  in  Egypt;  twenty  thousand  to  Jeanet  Dervieux,  who 
was  overseer  of  Uie  stables,  and  served  in  Egypt  with  me. 

14.  Two  hundred  thousand  francs  shall  be  distributed  in 
alms  to  the  inhabitanta  of  Brienne-le-Chateau,  who  have  suf- 
fered most. 
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15.  l!he  tl^»e  hnndred  UioUfnnd  fimci  remainiDg^  sludl 
]m  diitribiited  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  my  goard  At  the 
iaUud  of  £lba»  who  may  be  now  alire,  or  to  their  widows  or 
children^  in  proportion  to  their  appointments ;  and  according 
to  an  estimate  which  shall  be  fixed  by  my  testamentary  exe- 
cutors: .those  who  have.sufibred  amputation,  or  have  been 
severely  wounded,  shall  receive  double :  the  estimate  of  it  to 
be  fixed  by  Lrforrey  and  fiminezy. 

This  codicil  is  written  entirely  with  my  own  hand,  signed, 
and  sealed  with  my  arms. 

Nafoleon. 

[[On  the  back  of  the  Codicil  is  written  O 
This  is  my  codicil,  or  act  of  my  last  will,  the  execution  of 

vhkh  I  recommend  to  my  dearest  wife,  the  Empress  Marie 

Lctuise. 

(l.  s.)  Nafolbok. 

[[Attested  by  the  following  witnesses,  whose  seals  are  respec- 
tivelyaflixedO 

MONTHOLON,^ 

B.ETEAND,       (    ..:_.^^„^. 


*     vA  piece  off 


.  MAaCHAND, 
ViGNALI. 

eth  CodicU. 

Monsieur  Lafitte,  I  remitted  to  you,  in  1815,  at  the  mo- 
ment of  my  departure  from  Paris,  a  sum  of  near  six  millions, 
for  which  you  have  given  me  a  receipt  in  duplicate.  I  have 
cancelled  one  of  the  receipts,  and  I  charge  Count  Montholon 
to  present  you  with  the  other  receipt,  in  order  that  you  may 
pay  to  him,  after  my  death,  the  said  sum,  with  interest  at 
the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  from  the  1st  of  July  1815,  deduct- 
ing the  payments  which  you  have  been  instructed  to  make  by 
virtue  <^  my  orders. 

It  is  my  wish  that  the  settlement  of  your  account  may  be 
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^graed  upon  between  yon,  Coont  MondHdon,  Count  Bar- 
tnnd^  and  the  Sieor  Bfarchaad  ;  tod  thii  wttenent  being 
made,  I  give  you,  by  these  pteients^  a  oompleteand  abiolnte 
diachaige  from  the  aaid  sunib 

I  akoj  at  that  timc^  placed  in  yoor  hands  a  boK,  eontinn* 
ing  my  cabinet  of  medals.  I  heg  yon  will  give  it  to  Coont 
Montbolon. 

This  letter  having  no  other  ol^iecty  I  prsj  God,  Monaieiir 
Lafitte,  to  have  you  in  hia  hoij  and  good  keq^ing. 

Napolsom. 

Zofigwood,  Jdoftd  of  Si  Selena^ 
the  25ih  JprU  1821. 

7thCodkil. 
Monsieur  le  Baron  Labonillerie,  treasurer  of  my  pmate 
domain^  I  beg  yon  to  deliver  the  account  and  the  balanee^  af- 
ter my  death,  to  Count  MonthoJoD,  whom  I  have  charged 
with  die  execution  of  my  wilL 

This  letter  having  no  otfier  olQeet,  I  j^y  God,  Monaienr 
le  Baron  LAbouilleriej  to  have  you  in  his  holy  and  good  keep* 
ing. 

Napolbok. 
Ltrngwood^  Idand  of  St  ffeleruh 
the  2lkh  AprU,  1821. 
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MtMORANDUM  OF  THE  ESTABLISHMEKT  AT 
LONGWOOD. 

Gene&al  Buokafartb  ,       •       •       •       1 

FolkmerB. 


General  and  Madame  Berdrand 
Children  of  ditto 
General  and  Madame  Montholon 
Children  of  ditto      • 
General  Gourgaud   .       • 
Count  Las  Cases     •       •       • 
Monsieur  Las  Csses,  his  son    . 
Captain  Prowtowski  . 


Marchand 

Santini 

Lepage 

Aby 

Cipriani 

Rosseau 


Norerraz 
Pierron 

Archambaud^  1 
Archambaud^  2 
Gentilini 
1  female  cook 


8 

3 
8 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 


Fwetgn  Servant  to  Gmieral  Buonaparte      13 


Bernard,  wife,  and  son,  foreign  servants  to  General 
Bertrand •        ^ 

1  French  female  scnrant  to  General  Montholon        1 

Carry  forward,  SO 
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£n^/w&  AtUndanU. 

I  English  gudener 1 

Engliih  loldiera  (iervants)      ....  IS 

1  boy,  a  soldier's  son 1 

1  En^sh  maid-serrant  to  General  Bertrand  1 

S  English  female  serranta  to  General  Monthokm  9 

Black  servants 3 


50 


BriHtik,  OgHa^  uJUaeM  lo  tte  EtUMOnmaU. 


Captain  FoppWton,  captain  of  the  guard  .  1 

Dr  OT^eara,  surgeon        •       •        *       •       •        1 
Serranta  ....        •       •        •       .       3 

Total  55 

991^  Angutt  1810. 

Of  these  persons.  General  Gonrgaud,  Madame  Montholon 
and  her  chfldren.  Count  Las  Cases  and  his  son,  Prowtowski 
and  Santini,  returned  to  Europe  at  different  periods. 

Cipriani,  the  maitre  dliotel,  died  on  the  island. 

The  Abb^  Bonavita,  surgeon  Antommarchi,  the  priest 
Vignali,  and  two  cooks,  were  sent  out  to  St  Helena  in  1819. 

The  Abbe  returned  to  Europe  in  1821,  having  left  St  He- 
lena ill  the  month  of  March  of  that  year. 

Something  happened  to  three  of  the  servants,  Fierron,  Aby, 
and  Archambault,  which  cannot  be  now  precisely  ascertain- 
ed.  It  is  thought,  however,  that  l^rron  was  sent  away  in 
consequence  of  some  quarrel  about  a  female  servant — Aby 
(probably)  died,  and  one  of  the  Archambaults  went  to  Ame- 
rica. 
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.  General  BertnunA't  fntaly  iii  Fwiee,  uid  the  relatione  of 
lv»  wife  in  EngJaBd^  (the  Jerninghaiiifl,)  were  employed  to 
aead  them  oat  eereral  aervantSj^  wboae  names  cannot  be  ascer- 


EXTRAIT  J)V  JOURNAL  MANUSCRIT  DE  M.  BB  LAS  CASKS. 

Dec.  1815. — Depuff  notre  depart  de  Plymouth^  depuis  nd« 
tre  d^barquement  dans  lUe^  jusqu'^  notre  translation  k  Long- 
wood,  la  maison  de  rEmpereur,  bien  que  compost  de  onze 
peraonnes,  avait  oessee  d'exister. 

Persimne^  campasarU  le  Service  de  VEmpereur :— 


Marchand                 1 

Prem.  valet  de  chambre. 

St  Denis 
Noverraz 

>  Cbambre 

1 

Valet  de  chambre. 
Id. 

Santini 

1 

Huissier. 

Cipriani                    ■> 

i 

Maitre  dliotel. 

Fierron 

} 

>-Bouche 

i 

Officier. 

I^age 

Cuisinier. 

Rosseau                     J 

f 

Argentier. 

Archambault,  aine    ^ 

} 

Piqueur. 

Archambault,  cadet 

>  Livree 

Id. 

Gentilini                  ' 

) 

Valet  de  pied. 

•  Des  que  noas  fiimes  tons  r^unis  k  Longwood,  TEmpereur 
TouICit  T^ulariser  tout  ce  qui  ^toit  autour  de  lui,  et  chercha 
a  employer  chacun  de  nous  suivant  la  pente  de  son  esprit^ 
conservant  au  Grand  Marechal  le  oommandement  et  la  smr* 
veillance  de  tout  en  grand.  II  confia  a  M.  de  Montholon 
tous  les  details  domestiques.  II  donna  k  Monsieur  Grourgaud 
la  direction  de  I'^curie,  et  me  reaervia  le  detail  des  meubles, 

4 
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•boomr  APraNsix.    vo.  nit. 

G«lte  dflffsite  pvtie  !■•  wmbloit  tdlemenC  en  oonlnite  aiw 
1m  details  domciiifiMt^  et  je  tnmviritqiie  rnnit^  war  ee  point 
defoit  etre  n  ATantagenx  «a  faien  oommiiD,  que  je  me  prtei 
le  [dns  que  je  pui  k  m'eD  lure  d^ouilkr  ;  ce  qui  ne  f&t  pas 
difBcile. 


No.  XIV. 

KeiimM/r.  11.305. 


INTERVIEW  BETWEEN  BUONAPARTE  AND  THE 
WIDOW  OF  THEOBALD  WOLFE  TONE. 

In  vindication  of  what  we  have  said  in  the  text  re<peeCii^ 
the  ready  access  afforded  by  Napoleon^  when  Emperor,  we 
may  refer  to  the  following  interesting  extract  from 'the  Ke- 
mdrs  of  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  already  quoted.  It  is  the 
account  given  by  his  widow  of  an  interview  with  the  Empe- 
ror, and  it  is  only  necessary  to  add,  by  way  of  introduction, 
that  Mrs  Tone  having  received  a  pension  from  the  French 
government  after  her  husband's  catastrophe,  became  deainmii, 
in  addition,  to  have  her  son  admitted  into  the  military  school 
at  St  Cyr.  Being  discountenanced  in  her  pretensions  by  the 
minister  at  war,  she  was  advised  to  present  her  memorial  to 
the  Emperor  himself.  The  following  is  a  very  pleaang  Ac- 
eount  of  the  scene  that  took  place  betwixt  them,  in  which  we 
give  Napdeon  frdl  credit  for  acting  from  his  feelings  of  ge« 
neroeity  towards  the  widow  and  orphan  of  a  man  who  had 
died  in  his  service  :-^ 

"  Very  soon,  the  esrriage  with  the  Empcrw  and  EmpreM 
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itefreintoUie'Girdte;  ihe  IrnieB  wcte  chsnged  aft  qtddc  at 
thought,  but  I  Bt^t  up^  and  presented  the  book. and  memo« 
rial.  He  took  them,  and  handing  the  book  to  his  ecuyer, 
f^ned  the  paper.  I  have  said  it  commeneed  by  recalling 
Tone  to  hia  memory.  When  he  began,  he  said  'Toner 
with  an  expressive  accent—'  I  remember  well/  {Je  nCm 
souviefu  Men).  He  read  it  all  through,  and  two  or  three 
times  stopped,  looked  at  me,  and  bowed,  in  reading  it.  When 
he  had  finished,  he  said  to  me, '  Now,  speak  to  me  of  your- 
aelf,'  {MaitUenani,  parkz  mat  de  wnu),  I  hesitated,  for  I 
was  not  prepared  for  that  question,  and  took  small  interest  in 
the  subject  He  proceeded.  '  Have  you  a  pension  ?'  I  said 
I  had*  '  Is  it  sufficient  ?  Do  you  want  any  extraordinary 
auccour?'— By  this  time  I  had  reoovered  myself,  and  said, 
'  That  his  Majesty's  goodness  left  me  no  personal  want ;  that 
aU  my  cares,  all  my  interest  in  life,  were  centred  in  my  child, 
whom  I  now  gave  up  to  his  Majesty's  service/  He  answto- 
'  ed,  'Be  tranquil  then  on  his  account— be  perfectly  tranquil 
concerning  him,'  {Soffez  done  tranquiUe  mr  wn  eampi&^ 
0oye»  patfaitement  tranquUU  eur  /«{)•  I  perceived  a  litde 
hdf  smile  when  I  said  '  my  child,'  (m&n  enfant)  ;  I  should 
have  said  '  my  scm.'  I  knew  it,  but  forgot — He  had  stopped 
so  long,  that  a  crowd  had  gathered,  and  were  crushing  on, 
crying  Fhe  tEmpereur  I  They  drove  in  the  guard,  and  there 
came  a  horse  very  dose  to  me.  I  was  frightened,  and  reti- 
ring ;  but  he  called  to  stay  where  I  was--'  Mestest,  rentex  Id, 
Whether  it  was  for  my  safety,  or  that  he  wanted  to  say  more, 
I  cannot  tdl ;  but  more  it  was  impossible  to  say,  for  the  noise. 
I  was  dose  to  the  carriage  door,  and  the  guards  on  horseback 
close  behind  me,  and  indeed  I  was  trembling.  He  saluted 
the  people,  and  directed  that  two  Napoleons  a-piece  should 
be  given  to  the  old  women,  and  women  with  little  children, 
who  were  holding  out  their  hands.  He  then  drove  on,  and, 
in  going,  nodded  to  me  two  or  three  times  irith  affectionate 
AmiHarity,  saying,  '  Your  ckUd  shall  be  well  naturalised,' 
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on  the  wixrds  v6(f9  enfimiJ' 

The  yoath  was  admitted  to  the  ctfalry  achool  of  St  Cyr, 
and  the  following  is  an  aooonnt  of  Napoleon  Tiaiting  tliat  se- 
minary:— 

<«  The  Emperor  frequency  visited  the  tcbool  of  infantry  at 
St  Cyr,  reviewed  the  cadets,  and  gave  them  odd  eolations  in 
the  JMurk.  But  he  had  never  visited  the  school  of  cavalry 
since  its  estahlishment,  of  which  we  were  very  jealous,  and 
did  all  in  our  power  to  attract  him.  MThenever  he  hunted, 
the  cadets  were  in  grand  parade  on  the  parterre,  crying, 
'  Vive  I'Empereur,'  with  all  dieur  young  energies ;  he  bdd 
his  hat  raised  as  he  passed  them ;  but  that  was  sU  we  could 
gain.  Wise  people  whispered  that  he  never  would  go  whilst 
they  were  so  evidently  expecting  him ;  that  he  liked  to  keep 
them  always  on  the  alert;  it  was  good  for  discipline.  The 
General  took  another  plan,  and  once  allowed  no  sign  of  life 
about  the  castle  when  the  Emperor  passed — ^it  was  like  a  de- 
serted place.  But  it  did  not  take  neither ;  he  passed,  as  if 
there  was  no  castle  there*  It  was  diae^permU.  When,  lo ! 
the  next  day  but  one  after  I  had  spoken  to  him,  he  suddenly 
galloped  into  the  court  of  the  castle,  and  the  cry  of  the  sen- 
tinel, *  VEmpereur!'  was  the  first  notice  they  had  of  it. 
He  examined  into  every  thing.  All  were  in  undress,  all  at 
work,  and  this  was  what  he  wanted.  In  the  military  school^, 
the  cadets  got  ammunition-bread,  and  lived  like  well-fed  sol- 
diers ;  but  there  was  great  outcry  in  the  circles  of  Paris  against 
the  bread  of  the  school  of  St  Germain's.  Ladies  complained 
that  their  sons  were  poisoned  by  it ;  the  Emperor  thought  it 
was  all  nicety,  and  said  no  man  was  fit  to  be  an  officer  who 
could  not  eat  ammunition-bread.  However,  being  there,  he 
asked  for  a  loaf,  which  was  brought,  and  he  saw  it  waa  vil- 
lainous trash,  composed  of  pease,  beans,  rye,  potatoes,  and  every 
thing  that  would  make  flour  or  meal,  instead  of  |^9od  brown 
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wheatenfloor.  He  tore  the  kwf  in  two  in  a  rage^  and  dashed 
it  against  the  wall^  and  there  it  stack  like  a  piece  of  mortar, 
to  the  great  annoyance  of  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  haye  at- 
tended to  this.  He  ordered  the  haker  to  he  called^  and  made 
him  look  at  it  sticking*  The  man  was  in  great  terror  first  at 
the  Emperor's  anger^  hut^  taking  hearty  he  hegged  his  llkfajes- 
ty  not  to  take  his  contract  from  him,  and  he  would  give  good 
bread  in  future ;  at  which  the  Emperor  broke  into  a  royal  and 
imperial  passion^  and  threatened  to  send  him  to  the  galleys  ; 
but^  suddenly  turning- rounds  he  said,  ^  Yes,  he  would  allow 
him  to  keep  his  contract,  on  condition  that,  as  long  as  it  last* 
ed,  he  should  furnish  the  school  with  good  white  household 
bread,  {pain  de  minage,)  such  as  was  sold  in  the  bakers'  shops 
in  Paris; — ^that  he  might  choose  that,  or  lose  his  contract;' 
and  the  baker  thankfully  promised  to  furnish  good  white 
bread  in  future,  at  the  same  price." 


END  OP  APPENDIX. 
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